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The excerpt from Jack London's The Call of the Wild offers a compelling glimpse into the instincts and survival
tactics of the protagonist dog, Buck. This particular passage highlights Buck’s keen awareness of his
surroundings and his instinctual need to protect himself by avoiding surprise attacks, especially from his blind
side. Understanding this excerpt provides valuable insights into the animal’s psychology, the themes of
survival, and the narrative techniques London employs to evoke empathy and tension. In this article, we will
explore the significance of this excerpt, analyze its themes, and connect it to broader topics such as animal
behavior, literary symbolism, and the human-animal connection.

---

Understanding the Excerpt: Context and Significance

Context within The Call of the Wild
The Call of the Wild is set during the Klondike Gold Rush and follows Buck, a domesticated dog who is thrust
into the brutal wilderness. The excerpt in question appears during a moment of heightened alertness for Buck,
illustrating his evolving instincts as a survivor in the wild. This particular line emphasizes Buck’s sensitivity
to danger, especially from unseen threats.

Why Buck’s Dislike of Approaching on His Blind Side Matters
This line underscores several key points:
- Instinctual Awareness: Buck’s aversion to being approached from his blind side reflects his heightened senses
and survival instincts.
- Vulnerability and Trust: It reveals Buck’s natural wariness and the importance of trust and familiarity in his
environment.
- Foreshadowing Danger: The mention of approaching from the blind side hints at potential threats lurking
unseen, creating tension and suspense.

---

Analyzing the Themes in the Excerpt

Survival Instincts and Animal Behavior
The excerpt showcases Buck’s acute awareness of his environment, which is critical for survival in the wild.
Dogs and other prey animals often rely on their senses to detect threats before they become imminent. Buck’s
dislike of being approached from his blind side indicates that animals are vulnerable when they cannot see their
attacker, mirroring real animal behavior.

Animals tend to stay alert to sounds, smells, and movement.

They develop strategies to mitigate surprise attacks, such as keeping watch from multiple angles.



Approaching from the blind side can trigger defensive responses or flight instincts.

Symbolism of the Blind Side
The "blind side" in this context can be interpreted symbolically:
- Vulnerability: It represents the unseen or unanticipated dangers in life, whether physical, emotional, or moral.
- Trust and Betrayal: Approaching someone from their blind side can symbolize betrayal or deceit, emphasizing
the importance of awareness and vigilance.
- Transition from Domesticity to Wilderness: Buck’s sensitivity to his blind side reflects his transition from a
domesticated pet to a creature of instinct, emphasizing themes of adaptation and survival.

Human and Animal Connection
This excerpt also invites reflection on the bond between humans and animals:
- Recognizing animal instincts helps humans better understand and coexist with animals.
- It highlights the importance of respecting animals’ perceptions and boundaries for a harmonious relationship.
- The excerpt underscores the depth of animal consciousness, challenging the notion of animals as solely
instinct-driven beings.

---

Literary Techniques in the Excerpt

Use of Descriptive Language
Jack London employs vivid descriptions to evoke the reader’s senses and create tension:
- Words like “approached” and “blind side” conjure imagery of stealth and vulnerability.
- The phrase “He did not like” conveys Buck’s instinctual aversion, adding emotional depth.

Foreshadowing and Tension Building
The mention of Buck’s discomfort serves as foreshadowing of potential danger, keeping readers engaged and
attentive to the narrative’s unfolding.

Characterization through Behavior
Buck’s reaction reveals his evolving character—from a domesticated pet to a wild, instinct-driven
creature—highlighting themes of adaptation and resilience.

---

Broader Themes Connected to the Excerpt

Adaptation and Survival in the Wilderness
The excerpt exemplifies how animals, and by extension humans, must adapt their instincts to survive in hostile



environments. Buck’s awareness of his blind side symbolizes the necessity of vigilance and adaptability.

Fear and Trust
The discomfort of being approached from the blind side echoes the universal themes of fear and trust—both in
animals and humans. Trust must be earned, and awareness of one’s surroundings is crucial for safety.

Evolution of the Spirit
Buck’s instinctual responses reflect his journey of spiritual and physical evolution, from a sheltered pet to a
creature attuned to the brutal realities of the wilderness.

---

Practical Lessons Derived from the Excerpt

For Animal Trainers and Owners
- Recognize the importance of understanding animal instincts.
- Approach animals calmly and predictably, respecting their sensory perceptions.
- Create environments that minimize stress caused by unfamiliar or sudden approaches.

For Writers and Storytellers
- Use sensory details to build tension and character depth.
- Employ symbolism to add layers of meaning.
- Highlight characters’ instincts to develop their arcs authentically.

For Readers and Learners
- Appreciate the depth of animal psychology and behavior.
- Recognize themes of adaptation, survival, and trust in literature and life.
- Reflect on how instinct influences decision-making and safety.

---

Conclusion: The Power of Awareness in The Call of the Wild
The excerpt "He did not like to be approached on his blind side" encapsulates a vital aspect of animal
behavior—vigilance and instinct. Jack London masterfully uses this detail to deepen character development,
build tension, and explore themes of survival and adaptation. Recognizing the significance of such moments
enhances our understanding of the novel and enriches our appreciation for the natural instincts that govern
both animals and humans. Whether as a lesson in empathy, a literary device, or a practical guide, this excerpt
reminds us of the importance of awareness and respect for the unseen dangers around us.

---

Meta Description:
Explore the meaning and significance of the excerpt from The Call of the Wild—"He did not like to be approached
on his blind side"—and discover how it reveals animal instincts, themes of survival, and the power of



awareness in literature and life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the excerpt reveal about the character's behavior or
personality?

It shows that the character is cautious and prefers to be approached from certain angles, indicating a sense of
awareness and potential wariness.

Why does the character dislike being approached on his blind side?

Because it leaves him vulnerable and unprepared, highlighting his instinctual need for awareness and safety.

How does this excerpt reflect themes of survival and instinct in The Call of
the Wild?

It demonstrates the importance of awareness and vigilance for survival, core themes in the novel, emphasizing
the animal's natural instincts.

What does the phrase 'blind side' symbolize in the context of the story?

It symbolizes vulnerability or areas of weakness that the character prefers to avoid being exposed or attacked
from.

How can this excerpt help readers understand the character's relationship
with humans or other animals?

It suggests that the character is wary of unfamiliar approaches, indicating a cautious or defensive attitude
towards others.

In what ways does this excerpt illustrate the animal's innate instincts in
'The Call of the Wild'?

It highlights the animal's instinct to stay alert to threats from all directions, especially from areas where it
cannot see clearly.

How might this behavior be interpreted in terms of the animal's past
experiences or environment?

It could indicate that the animal has encountered threats or danger from behind before, leading to a heightened
sensitivity to being approached on the blind side.

Additional Resources
Reread This Excerpt From The Call Of The Wild. He Did Not Like To Be Approached On His Blind Side. Of—A Deep
Dive into Canine Behavior and Literary Significance

---



Introduction

The excerpt "He did not like to be approached on his blind side" from Jack London's The Call of the Wild offers a
compelling glimpse into both the canine psyche and the narrative's thematic richness. At first glance, this line
appears to describe an animal's instinctual behavior, but a closer examination reveals layers of meaning that
extend into the realms of survival, perception, and the human-animal relationship. This article aims to analyze
this excerpt comprehensively, exploring its behavioral implications, literary context, and broader significance.

---

Understanding the Excerpt: Context and Content

The Textual Background

The Call of the Wild, published in 1903, is a quintessential adventure novel set during the Klondike Gold Rush.
It narrates the transformation of a domesticated dog, Buck, into a wild creature of the Yukon wilderness.
Throughout the novel, London's portrayal of Buck reflects both physical evolution and psychological
adaptation.

The specific excerpt, "He did not like to be approached on his blind side," refers to Buck's instinctual wariness
and heightened senses, which are critical for survival in the harsh environment. The phrase encapsulates Buck's
instinctual self-awareness, emphasizing the importance of perception and vigilance.

The Core Message

At its core, the line underscores:

- The importance of sensory perception in animal behavior.
- The instinct to avoid surprise attacks or threats.
- The psychological state of Buck as he transitions from domestication to wilderness.

Understanding this line requires dissecting both its literal meaning and its metaphorical implications.

---

Canine Behavior and the Significance of the Blind Side

What is the "Blind Side"?

The "blind side" refers to the area behind an animal or person that cannot be seen directly; in horses, for
example, it is the side they cannot see without turning their head. In the context of dogs like Buck, the blind side
signifies the area outside their direct line of sight, which can be a vulnerable zone.

Canine Perception and Vigilance

Dogs rely heavily on their senses—vision, smell, hearing—to detect threats and opportunities. Their awareness
of their blind side is vital for several reasons:

- Protection: Avoiding ambushes or surprise attacks.
- Situational Awareness: Maintaining a comprehensive perception of their environment.
- Social Dynamics: Recognizing threats or signals from other animals or humans approaching from behind.

Behavioral Implications

Buck's discomfort when approached from his blind side reflects a survival instinct rooted in evolutionary
adaptation. This behavior indicates:

- A heightened state of alertness, essential in the wild.
- An internalized understanding of vulnerability.



- The capacity to read environmental cues to mitigate risk.

Practical Examples in Canine Behavior

To contextualize, here are common canine behaviors related to the blind side:

- Turning their head or body: Dogs often turn to face someone approaching from behind.
- Stiffening or alertness: Indicating they are aware of unseen threats.
- Avoidance or retreat: When they feel threatened or unsafe.

Understanding these behaviors is crucial for handlers, dog trainers, and pet owners to foster trust and
safety.

---

Literary Analysis: Symbolism and Thematic Significance

Buck as a Symbol of Instinct and Survival

In The Call of the Wild, Buck exemplifies the primal animal, shedding domestication to embrace innate instincts.
The line about approaching on his blind side symbolizes this transformation:

- Instinctual Vigilance: Buck's wariness signifies his adaptation to the wilderness.
- Survivor Mentality: Recognizing unseen threats becomes vital for survival.
- Transition from Civilized to Wild: His discomfort with approaching from behind mirrors his shift toward primal
awareness.

The Theme of Perception and Reality

London emphasizes perception as a key to understanding the wild world:

- The importance of seeing beyond the obvious.
- The necessity of trusting one's senses.
- The idea that danger often lurks unseen, requiring heightened awareness.

This theme resonates beyond the literal, touching on human psychology and the need for awareness in life's
unpredictable circumstances.

The Role of the "Blind Side" in Narrative Tension

The line adds tension by highlighting vulnerability:

- It foreshadows potential threats lurking out of sight.
- It emphasizes the unpredictable nature of the wilderness.
- It reflects Buck's internal conflict—between trust and caution.

---

Broader Implications: Human-Animal Relationships and Survival Strategies

Lessons from Canine Behavior for Human Interaction

Understanding Buck's instinctual wariness offers insights into:

- Handling and Training: Recognizing signs of discomfort or wariness.
- Trust Building: Respecting an animal's perception to foster cooperation.
- Safety Precautions: Being aware of blind spots in human interactions.

Survival Strategies in the Wilderness



The excerpt underscores a universal truth about survival:

- Vigilance is essential.
- Perception often determines safety.
- Understanding one's environment and senses can mean the difference between life and death.

In the novel, Buck's awareness of his blind side is a microcosm of the broader necessity for perception in
survival situations.

---

Critical Perspectives and Interpretations

Psychological Insights

Scholars have interpreted Buck's wariness as a metaphor for the human condition:

- The instinct to remain alert to unseen dangers.
- The necessity of trusting one's senses and intuition.
- The transition from naivety to awareness as part of personal growth.

Literary Criticism

Some critics posit that London's depiction of Buck's instinctual behavior reflects a Romantic idealization of
nature:

- Nature as a force that demands respect and vigilance.
- The inherent wildness within each creature.
- The critique of civilization's attempt to suppress innate instincts.

Cultural and Historical Context

During London's era, the early 20th century, there was a fascination with primal instincts and the natural
world. This excerpt aligns with contemporary themes of survivalism and the exploration of humanity's
connection to nature.

---

Practical Applications and Modern Relevance

Canine Training and Behavior Modification

Understanding the importance of the blind side can inform:

- Behavioral training: Teaching dogs to be comfortable with approaching from all directions.
- Safety protocols: Recognizing signs of stress or wariness.
- Designing environments: Creating spaces that minimize perceived threats.

Human Awareness and Safety

For humans, the lesson extends to:

- Situational awareness: Being mindful of blind spots in personal and professional contexts.
- Conflict avoidance: Recognizing and respecting others' boundaries and perceptions.
- Empathy and understanding: Appreciating the innate instincts that influence behavior.

---

Conclusion



The excerpt "He did not like to be approached on his blind side" from The Call of the Wild encapsulates a
profound understanding of animal instinct, perception, and survival. It highlights the importance of vigilance,
awareness, and respecting unseen threats—concepts that resonate deeply within both the animal kingdom and
human life. Through literary analysis, behavioral insights, and broader reflections, this line serves as a
powerful reminder of the primal instincts that underpin life, urging us to remain perceptive and adaptable in an
unpredictable world. Whether viewed through the lens of literature, psychology, or practical application, the
message remains clear: awareness of one's blind side is vital for navigating the complexities of existence.

---
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