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Understanding poetry often involves deciphering subtle themes, nuanced
characters, and complex social commentary. The poem "Richard Cory" by Edwin
Arlington Robinson stands as a quintessential example of how a seemingly
straightforward narrative can reveal profound insights into human nature,
societal expectations, and the illusions of happiness. In this article, we
will explore the depths of Robinson's poem, analyze its themes, and guide
readers on how to select the correct interpretations of its passages.

Overview of "Richard Cory"

Background and Context
"Richard Cory" was published in 1897 and quickly gained recognition for its
poignant portrayal of social disparity. The poem narrates the story of a man
named Richard Cory, who appears to embody success, wealth, and refinement.
Despite the admiration of the townspeople, the poem culminates with an
unexpected twist—Cory's tragic death by suicide—challenging assumptions about
happiness and social status.

Summary of the Poem
The poem depicts townspeople observing Cory with envy, perceiving him as the
epitome of an ideal life. They describe his polished appearance, courteous
demeanor, and material wealth. Yet, despite these outward signs of success,
the narrative ends with the shocking revelation that Cory, despite his
apparent prosperity, is internally distressed or unfulfilled, leading to his
tragic end.

Key Themes Explored in "Richard Cory"

Illusion vs. Reality
One of the central themes of the poem is the contrast between appearance and



reality. The townspeople assume Cory's life is perfect based on his external
qualities, but the poem reveals that this perception is superficial. The
correct interpretation of passages describing Cory's demeanor or wealth must
recognize this disparity.

Social Class and Inequality
Robinson examines how societal admiration often overlooks the inner struggles
of individuals from different social strata. The poem subtly critiques the
notion that wealth and social standing guarantee happiness, emphasizing the
importance of looking beyond surface appearances.

The Hidden Struggles of Human Nature
The poem suggests that internal despair can exist regardless of external
success. Selecting passages that highlight Cory's external image versus his
internal reality is crucial for a comprehensive understanding.

How to Select the Correct Text in the Passage

Focus on Descriptive Language
Robinson uses vivid imagery to depict Cory's appearance and the perceptions
of the townspeople. When analyzing passages, pay attention to descriptions
such as "glittered when he walked" or "quietly arrayed," which symbolize
outward success. The correct interpretation often involves recognizing that
these descriptions are superficial indicators, not definitive proof of
happiness.

Identify Contradictions or Juxtapositions
The poem's power lies in its irony. Look for passages that juxtapose the
townspeople's admiration with the ultimate tragedy. For example, passages
that describe Cory as "richer than a king" contrast sharply with his lone,
tragic death, illustrating the theme of superficial appearances.

Interpret Tone and Mood
The tone of the poem shifts from admiration to somber reflection. Passages
that evoke admiration, such as "he was a gentleman from sole to crown,"
should be contrasted with the concluding lines revealing his despair.
Selecting passages that reflect this tonal shift is essential for
understanding the poem's message.



Analyzing Specific Passages: Examples and
Interpretations

Passage 1: The Townspeople's View of Richard Cory
> "And he was rich—yes, richer than a king—"
> "And admirably schooled in every grace."

Correct Interpretation: These lines highlight Cory's wealth and refined
manners from the townspeople's perspective. When selecting this text,
recognize that it emphasizes superficial admiration based on material and
social attributes. The irony emerges later when these qualities do not
prevent his inner suffering.

Passage 2: The Final Lines of the Poem
> "And Richard Cory went home last night,
> And put a bullet through his head."

Correct Interpretation: This stark revelation underscores the tragic
irony—despite societal admiration and outward success, Cory suffers
internally to the point of suicide. Selecting this passage emphasizes the
core message: appearances can be deceiving, and happiness is not guaranteed
by wealth or status.

Passage 3: The Townspeople’s Perspective on
Happiness
> "And they did not think that he was unhappy."

Correct Interpretation: This line reveals the townspeople’s misconception,
underscoring the poem's critique of superficial judgments. When choosing
passages like this, recognize that they serve as commentary on societal
tendency to judge based on external factors rather than inner truth.

Applying Critical Thinking to Passage Selection

Look for Irony and Understatement
Robinson employs irony to deliver his message. Passages that seem
straightforward may carry deeper meaning. Correctly interpreting these
requires attention to tone and context.



Consider Contextual Clues
Always analyze the surrounding lines. For instance, descriptions of Cory’s
appearance or the townspeople’s admiration set the stage for the poem’s
ironic conclusion.

Distinguish Between Literal and Figurative Language
Robinson uses figurative language to enhance themes. When selecting text,
differentiate between literal descriptions and figurative expressions to
grasp the underlying message.

Conclusion: Mastering Passage Selection in
"Richard Cory"

To fully appreciate Robinson's "Richard Cory," readers must develop the skill
of selecting the correct textual elements that reveal its themes and
messages. Focus on passages that depict external appearances, contrast these
with the poem's ironic ending, and consider tone and context. Recognizing the
disparity between surface and depth allows a richer understanding of the
poem's exploration of societal illusions and the complex nature of human
happiness. By honing these analytical skills, readers can uncover the
profound truths embedded within Robinson’s succinct yet powerful lines,
ultimately appreciating the timeless relevance of "Richard Cory" in examining
human aspirations and vulnerabilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme explored in Edwin Arlington
Robinson's poem 'Richard Cory'?
The poem explores themes of appearances versus reality, highlighting how
outwardly wealthy and privileged individuals can experience inner struggles
or unhappiness.

How does the poem 'Richard Cory' depict the contrast
between social classes?
The poem contrasts the lives of the common people, who envy Richard Cory for
his wealth and status, with his own internal loneliness, emphasizing the
disparities and misunderstandings between social classes.



What does the phrase 'Select The Correct Text In The
Passage' imply in the context of analyzing 'Richard
Cory'?
It suggests identifying the accurate or most appropriate excerpt or detail
from the passage that best illustrates the poem's themes or messages during
comprehension exercises.

How does the poem 'Richard Cory' use irony to convey
its message?
The poem employs irony by depicting Richard Cory as the epitome of success
and admiration, yet he tragically takes his own life, revealing that outward
appearances can be deceiving.

What is the significance of the line 'And he was
always quietly arrayed' in the poem?
This line emphasizes Richard Cory's refined and elegant appearance, which
contributes to the admiration he receives from the townspeople, highlighting
the contrast with his inner loneliness.

Why does the poem 'Richard Cory' end with the line
'And Richard Cory went home'?
The ending underscores the tragic irony, suggesting that despite his outward
success, Richard Cory's internal struggles led to his unexpected and tragic
death.

In what way does 'selecting the correct text' help
deepen understanding of the poem's themes?
Choosing the correct text prompts close reading and critical thinking,
helping readers grasp the poem’s underlying messages about appearance,
reality, and the human condition.

What literary device is primarily used in 'Richard
Cory' to create its impact?
The poem primarily uses irony and imagery to evoke emotional responses and
convey its themes effectively.

How can understanding the theme of 'Richard Cory'
help readers interpret other literary works?
It encourages readers to look beyond surface appearances and consider deeper



meanings, fostering critical analysis of characters and social commentary in
literature.

What is the purpose of asking to 'select the correct
text' in the context of studying 'Richard Cory'?
The purpose is to enhance comprehension skills, ensure accurate
interpretation, and reinforce understanding of key details and themes within
the poem.

Additional Resources
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Understanding and analyzing poetry often hinges on the ability to identify
key themes, interpret nuanced language, and select the correct textual
evidence that supports a deeper comprehension of the work. The poem "Richard
Cory" by Edwin Arlington Robinson is a quintessential example of a poetic
piece that invites readers to explore themes of appearance versus reality,
social disparity, and internal versus external happiness. This article aims
to analyze how the poem explores these themes, emphasizing the importance of
selecting the correct textual evidence within the passage to fully appreciate
its message.

---

Introduction to "Richard Cory"

"Richard Cory" is a narrative poem that depicts the life of a wealthy,
charming man named Richard Cory, who is admired by the townspeople for his
elegance and affluence. Despite his outward perfection, the poem culminates
in an ironic twist—Cory's tragic suicide—highlighting the disparity between
appearances and inner realities. This contrast prompts readers to reflect on
societal perceptions of happiness and success and the importance of
discerning the true nature of individuals beyond superficial qualities.

---

The Central Themes of the Poem

Understanding the core themes of "Richard Cory" is essential for appreciating
its depth and message. The poem explores several interconnected ideas:



Appearance vs. Reality
- The townspeople perceive Richard Cory as the epitome of success and
happiness based on his refined appearance and wealth.
- The poem reveals that outward appearances can be deceptive, as Cory's
internal struggles are hidden from those around him.

Social Disparity and Class
- The poem underscores the social divide, contrasting the wealth and leisure
of Cory with the humble lives of the townspeople.
- It prompts questions about how societal status influences perceptions of
happiness and worth.

Inner Happiness vs. External Success
- Despite his outward success, Cory experiences inner despair, culminating in
his tragic death.
- The poem emphasizes that external indicators of happiness are not always
reflective of internal well-being.

---

Analyzing the Text: The Importance of Selecting
Correct Evidence

A critical component of literary analysis involves choosing the appropriate
textual excerpts that support interpretations. In "Richard Cory," certain
lines serve as pivotal evidence for understanding the poem's themes.
Selecting the correct text ensures that analyses are grounded in the poem's
actual language, preventing misinterpretations.

Key Lines Supporting Appearance vs. Reality
- "And he was always quietly arrayed"
This line highlights Cory's outward elegance and the townspeople's
admiration.
- "And on his face a smile grew"
Represents the composed exterior Cory maintains, masking internal struggles.
- "And he was rich—yes, richer than a king"
Emphasizes his material wealth, which contributes to the townspeople's
perception of his happiness.

Pros of selecting these lines: They directly illustrate the external
qualities that lead others to idealize Cory, setting the stage for the poem's
irony.



Cons: If taken out of context or misinterpreted, these lines might be seen
solely as positive descriptions without acknowledging their role in building
the ironic tension.

Key Lines Supporting the Irony and Inner Turmoil
- "And Richard Cory, one calm summer night, went home and put a bullet
through his head."
This powerful ending reveals Cory’s tragic inner reality, contrasting sharply
with the earlier admiration.
- "So on we worked, and waited for the light, and went without the meat, and
cursed the bread."
While not directly about Cory, these lines depict the struggles of the common
people, emphasizing social disparity.

Pros: These lines provide the crucial evidence for the poem’s irony and the
theme that wealth and appearance do not guarantee happiness.

Cons: Misinterpreting this ending as merely shocking without analyzing the
buildup could weaken understanding of the poem’s message.

---

Strategies for Selecting the Correct Text

When analyzing poetry, especially for educational or evaluative purposes,
several strategies can help in selecting the most relevant textual evidence:

Focus on Key Words and Phrases
- Look for lines that encapsulate the core themes or convey pivotal moments.
- For example, words like "quietly," "smile," and "rich" are significant in
understanding Cory’s external presentation.

Identify Shifts in Tone or Mood
- Notice when the tone shifts, such as the abrupt ending, which signals a
change in understanding.
- The line about Cory's suicide serves as the ultimate revelation and must be
included when discussing irony.

Contextualize Excerpts
- Ensure that selected lines are understood within their context to avoid
misinterpretation.



- For instance, quoting "And he was rich" without the surrounding lines might
oversimplify the message.

Use Multiple Passages
- Support analysis with evidence from different parts of the poem to
demonstrate comprehensive understanding.

---

Features of Effective Evidence Selection

Selecting the correct text involves recognizing specific features that make
evidence compelling and relevant:

- Relevance: The excerpt directly relates to the theme or interpretive point
being made.
- Clarity: The language used clearly supports the analysis without ambiguity.
- Impact: The excerpt either highlights a pivotal moment or encapsulates a
major theme effectively.
- Contextual Completeness: The selected passage provides enough context to be
meaningful on its own.

---

Pros and Cons of Different Types of Evidence

| Evidence Type | Pros | Cons |
| --- | --- | --- |
| Direct quotes from key lines | Precise support for themes; showcases
language | May require context for full understanding |
| Paraphrased ideas | Simplifies complex ideas; easier to explain | Less
impactful; risks losing nuance |
| Summaries of themes | Provides overview; useful for general understanding |
Less specific; may omit important details |

Effective analysis often combines these types, but the most convincing
arguments rely on carefully selected direct quotes that exemplify the poem’s
core messages.

---



Conclusion: The Significance of Selecting the
Correct Text

In conclusion, the poem "Richard Cory" by Edwin Arlington Robinson explores
profound themes of external appearances versus internal realities, social
disparity, and the elusive nature of happiness. Critical to understanding and
interpreting these themes is the skill of selecting the correct textual
evidence within the passage. Accurate selection of lines not only supports
well-founded analysis but also enriches readers’ comprehension of the poem’s
irony and message. By focusing on key phrases, understanding shifts in tone,
and contextualizing evidence, readers can delve deeper into the poem’s layers
of meaning. Ultimately, the ability to identify and interpret the correct
text is fundamental to appreciating the nuanced commentary Robinson offers on
society and human nature.

---
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