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Select The Correct Text In The Passage. Which Two Sentences In This Excerpt
From "Civil Disobedience" is a thought-provoking exercise that challenges
readers to analyze and interpret a profound literary excerpt. This task is
particularly relevant in the context of understanding Henry David Thoreau's
seminal work, Civil Disobedience, which has influenced countless movements
advocating for justice and moral action. Identifying the correct sentences
within a passage not only enhances comprehension but also deepens
appreciation for the thematic nuances and philosophical underpinnings of
Thoreau's writing. In this article, we will explore how to approach such
exercises effectively, analyze the excerpt in question, and understand the
significance of selecting the appropriate sentences in the context of Civil
Disobedience.

Understanding the Context of "Civil
Disobedience"

Before delving into the exercise itself, it is essential to grasp the core
themes of Thoreau's Civil Disobedience. Written in 1849, Thoreau's essay
advocates for individual resistance to unjust government policies and
emphasizes the importance of moral integrity over compliance with unjust
laws. Thoreau's central argument is that citizens should not permit
governments to override their conscience, and that nonviolent resistance is a
powerful tool for social change.

Core Themes in "Civil Disobedience"

- Moral Responsibility: Individuals have a duty to oppose injustice.
- Nonviolent Resistance: Change is achieved through peaceful protest.
- Civil Liberty and Justice: The law should serve moral justice, not suppress
it.
- Conscience Over Obedience: Personal integrity takes precedence over blind
obedience to authority.

Approach to Selecting the Correct Text in the



Passage

When faced with an exercise that asks to "Select The Correct Text," the key
is to analyze the passage carefully, understand the context, and identify
sentences that best represent the main ideas or support the thematic focus of
the excerpt.

Steps to Effectively Identify the Correct Sentences

1. Read the Passage Carefully: Pay close attention to the language, tone, and
key ideas.
2. Identify the Main Idea: Determine what the passage is primarily conveying.
3. Look for Supporting Details: Find sentences that reinforce the central
theme.
4. Check for Relevance: Ensure the sentences are directly related to the core
message.
5. Eliminate Distractors: Remove sentences that are tangential or less
relevant.

Analyzing the Excerpt from "Civil Disobedience"

Suppose the excerpt presents several sentences discussing Thoreau's views on
government, individual morality, and civil disobedience. The exercise
requires choosing two sentences that best encapsulate the essence of
Thoreau's philosophy.

Sample Excerpt Analysis

- Sentence A: "Government is best which governs least."
- Sentence B: "The mass of men serve the state with their bodies, but aim to
serve it with their consciences."
- Sentence C: "Under a government which imprisons any unjustly, the true
place for a just man is also a prison."
- Sentence D: "Disobedience is the true foundation of liberty."

In analyzing these, the goal is to select the two sentences that most
accurately reflect Thoreau's core ideas about civil disobedience and moral
resistance.

Key Points to Consider

- Sentences that highlight the importance of individual conscience.



- Statements emphasizing resistance to unjust laws.
- Ideas about minimal government interference.
- The role of disobedience in achieving justice.

Based on this, sentences B and D stand out as the most representative.

Significance of Choosing the Correct Sentences

Selecting the right sentences in such exercises is more than an academic
task; it fosters critical thinking and comprehension skills. It helps
readers:

- Grasp the central message of the passage.
- Recognize thematic elements that define Thoreau's philosophy.
- Enhance analytical skills in literary interpretation.
- Develop an understanding of how specific sentences contribute to an
author's overall argument.

Implications for Students and Readers

For students studying Civil Disobedience, mastering this exercise can:

- Improve reading comprehension.
- Prepare for essay writing and discussions.
- Deepen understanding of civil liberties and moral philosophy.
- Encourage critical engagement with classic texts.

Strategies to Improve Your Ability to Select
Correct Texts

To excel in exercises involving selecting correct sentences, consider
implementing these strategies:

- Familiarize Yourself With the Text: Read the original work thoroughly.
- Understand Author's Intent: Know Thoreau's purpose and message.
- Practice Summarization: Try summarizing passages in your own words.
- Identify Keywords and Phrases: Recognize recurring themes or ideas.
- Compare and Contrast Sentences: Evaluate how each sentence relates to the
main theme.



Conclusion

In summary, the exercise of selecting the correct text in a passage from
Civil Disobedience is a valuable skill that enhances comprehension and
analytical thinking. By understanding the context and thematic core of
Thoreau's work, readers can accurately identify sentences that encapsulate
his philosophy of moral resistance and civil disobedience. Whether for
academic purposes or personal enrichment, mastering this skill allows for a
deeper engagement with important literary and philosophical texts. Remember,
the two sentences you choose should best reflect the central ideas of
individual conscience, moral resistance, and the role of disobedience
advocated by Thoreau. Through careful reading, critical analysis, and
practice, you can develop the ability to select the most meaningful and
representative excerpts from any passage, enriching your understanding of
classic literature and its enduring relevance.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main objective of the exercise titled
'Select The Correct Text In The Passage' related to
'Civil Disobedience'?
The main objective is to identify the two sentences within the excerpt from
'Civil Disobedience' that are correct or most relevant to the context or
question posed.

Which two sentences in the excerpt from 'Civil
Disobedience' highlight Thoreau's views on
individual conscience?
The sentences that emphasize Thoreau's belief in the primacy of individual
conscience over government authority are the correct choices to select.

How does understanding the correct sentences in the
passage help readers grasp the central themes of



'Civil Disobedience'?
Identifying the correct sentences clarifies Thoreau's arguments about moral
responsibility and civil disobedience, thereby deepening understanding of the
essay's core themes.

What strategies can be used to accurately select the
two correct sentences in this passage from 'Civil
Disobedience'?
Strategies include analyzing sentence relevance to the main ideas, checking
for sentences that directly support Thoreau's arguments, and eliminating
those that are tangential or less focused.

Are the two correct sentences in the excerpt from
'Civil Disobedience' likely to contain specific
examples or general principles?
They are more likely to contain general principles about civil disobedience
and individual morality, as these are central themes in Thoreau's essay.

What is the significance of correctly selecting the
two sentences in understanding the message of 'Civil
Disobedience'?
Correct selection helps highlight Thoreau's core ideas, reinforcing the
importance of moral action and resistance against unjust laws, which is
essential to understanding the essay's message.

Additional Resources
Select The Correct Text In The Passage: An In-Depth Analysis of "Civil
Disobedience"

---

Introduction to "Civil Disobedience"

Henry David Thoreau’s seminal essay, "Civil Disobedience," remains a
cornerstone in the philosophy of protest and individual morality. Written in
1849 as a response to the Mexican-American War and the institution of
slavery, Thoreau's work advocates for personal conscience over governmental
authority, emphasizing that individuals have a moral duty to oppose unjust
laws through nonviolent resistance. The essay has profoundly influenced



leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr., shaping modern
concepts of civil disobedience and social justice.

Within the essay, Thoreau explores themes such as the moral obligation to
oppose tyranny, the importance of individual conscience, and the limitations
of government authority. To fully appreciate the depth of his ideas, it is
essential to analyze specific passages that encapsulate his core beliefs.

---

Understanding the Passage and Its Significance

The excerpt under examination presents a critical passage from "Civil
Disobedience," which underscores Thoreau's view on the individual's moral
responsibility and the nature of government. The selection of sentences to
"Select The Correct Text" is not merely an exercise in comprehension but an
exploration of the philosophical underpinnings of civil disobedience.

The two sentences in question should:

- Highlight Thoreau's core argument regarding the individual's duty.
- Illustrate his critique of government and societal norms.
- Convey the ethical stance that guides civil disobedience.

---

Deep Dive into the Key Sentences

Sentence 1: The Emphasis on Moral Responsibility

Possible correct sentence:
"It is not desirable to cultivate a respect for the law, so much as for the
right."

Analysis:

This sentence embodies Thoreau's fundamental assertion that moral integrity
takes precedence over blind obedience to law. It underscores his belief that
laws are human constructs and can be flawed or unjust. Therefore, individuals
should prioritize their conscience and sense of justice over legal mandates.

- Moral Autonomy: Thoreau insists that every individual must develop an
internal moral compass to discern right from wrong, even when laws conflict
with personal principles.
- Critique of Legal Authority: The sentence implicitly criticizes the



societal tendency to accept laws without question, which can perpetuate
injustice.
- Implication for Civil Disobedience: By prioritizing "the right," Thoreau
advocates for active resistance against unjust laws, emphasizing that moral
duty often requires disobedience.

Sentence 2: The Role and Limitations of Government

Possible correct sentence:
"That government is best which governs least, and no government is best of
all."

Analysis:

This sentence encapsulates Thoreau’s skepticism about the efficacy and
morality of government. It promotes the idea that government should have
minimal interference in individuals' lives, aligning with his advocacy for
personal freedom and moral responsibility.

- Minarchist View: Thoreau’s preference for limited government reflects an
early form of libertarian thought, emphasizing individual liberty.
- Critique of Overreach: He criticizes government for often acting unjustly
or oppressively, suggesting that excessive control undermines moral
integrity.
- Moral Disobedience as a Response: If governments act unjustly, individuals
have a duty to disobey and resist, as a form of moral protest.

---

Contextualizing the Sentences within the
Passage

Understanding the significance of these sentences requires placing them
within the broader context of Thoreau’s argument.

The Ethical Foundation

Thoreau contends that:

- Laws are often expedient and self-serving rather than inherently just.
- Personal conscience should be the guiding principle for action.
- Civil disobedience is an ethical imperative when laws conflict with
morality.

The Critique of Government



Thoreau's critique is rooted in his observation that:

- Governments often perpetuate injustice, as seen in their support for
slavery and imperialist wars.
- A government that enforces unjust laws is itself unjust.
- Citizens should resist such governments through peaceful disobedience.

The Call to Action

Thoreau urges individuals to:

- Recognize their moral independence.
- Refuse to support unjust policies, even if it means going to jail or facing
social repercussions.
- Engage in civil disobedience as a moral duty, not merely as a political
tactic.

---

Why These Sentences Are the Correct Choices

Choosing these two sentences as the correct options from the passage aligns
with Thoreau's central themes. Here's why:

1. They encapsulate core philosophical ideas: Both sentences succinctly
express Thoreau's views on morality and government.
2. They are representative: These statements are emblematic of his broader
argument and appear prominently within the essay.
3. They promote individual agency: Both emphasize the importance of personal
choice and moral responsibility, which are key to understanding civil
disobedience.
4. They challenge societal norms: These sentences critique the status quo,
urging individuals to think critically about laws and authority.

---

Implications for Modern Civil Disobedience

The relevance of Thoreau’s ideas, as exemplified in these sentences, extends
to contemporary social movements:

- Nonviolent Resistance: The emphasis on moral duty supports peaceful
protests against injustice.
- Personal Responsibility: Citizens today are encouraged to evaluate laws
critically and act according to conscience.
- Limitations of Government: Thoreau’s skepticism remains pertinent in



debates about state authority and individual rights.

Examples in Modern Context

- Civil rights movements led by figures like Martin Luther King Jr., who drew
heavily from Thoreau's ideas.
- Anti-war protests where individuals refuse to support unjust conflicts.
- Environmental activism challenging governmental policies on climate change.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Thoreau’s
Words

The two sentences highlighted in the passage from "Civil Disobedience" serve
as a philosophical foundation for understanding the relationship between
individual morality and state authority. They emphasize that:

- Respect for moral principles should overshadow blind obedience to law.
- Governments should govern with restraint, and citizens have a moral
obligation to oppose unjust laws.

These ideas continue to resonate today, inspiring countless movements for
justice and reform. Selecting the correct text from this excerpt requires
recognizing these core themes—moral responsibility and limited government—as
the heart of Thoreau’s message. By doing so, we appreciate the timeless
relevance of "Civil Disobedience" and its call for conscience-driven
activism.

---

In sum, the two sentences that best capture the essence of Thoreau’s "Civil
Disobedience" are:

1. "It is not desirable to cultivate a respect for the law, so much as for
the right."

2. "That government is best which governs least, and no government is best of
all."

These statements serve as guiding principles for ethical resistance,
emphasizing that morality must transcend legal authority—a message as vital
today as it was in Thoreau's time.
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