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Subject Verb AgreementDriving When Drunk (is Or Are) Not AllowedNeither The
King Nor The People (has is a complex phrase that brings to light several important
grammatical and contextual issues, particularly when it comes to subject-verb agreement.
Proper understanding of subject-verb agreement rules is essential for clear and correct
communication, especially in sentences that involve multiple subjects, negations, or
phrases that may seem to complicate the grammatical structure. In this article, we will
explore the rules and nuances of subject-verb agreement with examples related to driving
laws, the implications of legal restrictions on drunk driving, and the grammatical
considerations for sentences involving phrases like "neither...nor" and "has/have." We will
also analyze how the choice of auxiliary verbs and the agreement with compound subjects
influence sentence construction, providing a comprehensive guide to mastering this
fundamental aspect of English grammar.

Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement Fundamentals

What Is Subject-Verb Agreement?

Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the verb must agree in number
with its subject. Essentially, a singular subject takes a singular verb, while a plural subject
takes a plural verb.

- Singular subjects: require singular verbs (e.g., He runs).
- Plural subjects: require plural verbs (e.g., They run).

This rule applies across all tenses and sentence types, ensuring clarity and grammatical
correctness.

Basic Rules of Subject-Verb Agreement

Some fundamental rules include:

1. Singular subjects take -s or -es in the present tense (e.g., The car drives).
2. Plural subjects do not take -s (e.g., The cars drive).
3. Subjects joined by "and" are considered plural (e.g., The driver and the passenger are).
4. Subjects joined by "or" or "nor" take the verb that agrees with the closest subject (e.g.,
Neither the driver nor the passengers are).
5. Indefinite pronouns like everyone, each, everybody are usually singular.

Understanding these rules is vital before tackling more complex structures involving
negations, compound subjects, or phrases like "neither...nor."

Analyzing the Phrase: "Driving When Drunk (is Or Are) Not Allowed Neither The King Nor
The People (has)"



The Complexity of the Phrase

The phrase in question contains multiple elements that influence the correct form of the
verb:

- The verb phrase "is or are" indicates a choice between singular and plural.
- The clause "not allowed" suggests prohibition.
- The phrase "neither the king nor the people" involves a compound subject with
neither...nor.
- The verb "has" at the end hints at a need to determine whether the subject is singular or
plural.

Understanding how these components interact is crucial for constructing correct sentences.

Dissecting the Components

1. "Driving when drunk": a gerund phrase functioning as the subject.
2. "(is or are)": the choice of verb depends on the subject's number.
3. "Not allowed": a passive construction indicating prohibition.
4. "Neither the king nor the people": a compound subject linked by "nor."
5. "(has)": a form of "have" or "has" that must agree with the subject.

The Core Question: Which Verb Is Correct?

Given the components, the core grammatical question is:

- Should we use "is" or "are" when referring to "driving when drunk"?
- How does "neither the king nor the people" influence the verb form?
- Is "has" appropriate, and if so, which subject does it agree with?

Subject-Verb Agreement in Different Contexts

When the Subject Is a Gerund or Infinitive Phrase

In sentences where the subject is a gerund or infinitive phrase, the verb is generally
singular:

- Example: Driving when drunk is not allowed.

Since "driving" is a gerund, it takes a singular verb, so "is" is correct.

When the Subject Is a Compound with "Nor" or "Neither...nor"

The rule for "neither...nor" is:

- The verb agrees with the closest subject.

Example:

- Neither the king nor the people are opposed. (because "people" is plural)
- Neither the king nor the people has the authority. (incorrect if "people" is plural)



The Role of "Has" and "Have"

- "Has": singular third person present tense.
- "Have": plural or first/second person.

In sentences involving "neither...nor", the verb "has" or "have" must agree with the closest
subject.

Applying the Rules to the Phrase

Let’s break down the original phrase:

"Driving when drunk (is or are) not allowed neither the king nor the people (has)."

Possible rephrased versions:

- "Driving when drunk is not allowed, neither the king nor the people have." (Incorrect
because "neither...nor" with "have" is correct when "people" is singular or plural, but here
"people" is plural, so "have" is correct.)
- "Driving when drunk is not allowed, neither the king nor the people has." (Incorrect
because "people" is plural, so "has" is incorrect.)
- "Driving when drunk is not allowed, neither the king nor the people have." (Correct if
"people" is considered plural.)
- Alternatively, if "the king" is singular and "the people" is plural, the verb should agree with
"people," which is plural, so "have".

Key Point: The verb "has" is singular and would only be correct if the subject is singular, like
"the king." Since "neither...nor" connects one singular and one plural subject, the
agreement depends on which is closest.

Practical Examples and Clarifications

Example 1: Gerund as the Subject

- "Driving when drunk is not allowed."

Here, "driving" is a singular noun (gerund), so "is" is correct.

---

Example 2: "Neither the king nor the people"

- "Neither the king nor the people are allowed to drive when drunk."

- "Neither the king nor the people have the right to drink and drive."

In both cases, "are" or "have" agree with "people," which is plural, so the plural forms are
correct.

---



Example 3: Using "has"

- "Neither the king nor the people has the authority."

This is incorrect because "people" is plural, so the correct verb is "have".

Summary of Agreement Rules

| Subject Type | Verb Form | Example |
| --- | --- | --- |
| Gerund as subject | is | Driving when drunk is prohibited. |
| "neither...nor" with a singular and a plural | verb agrees with closest subject | Neither the
king is allowed to drive, nor the people are. |
| "neither...nor" with plural subjects | have | Neither the king nor the people have the right. |
| "neither...nor" with singular subjects | has | Neither the king nor the advisor has spoken. |

Legal and Social Implications of Driving Under Influence

The Law Against Drunk Driving

Driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs is prohibited in most jurisdictions worldwide.
The laws are designed to:

- Protect public safety by reducing accidents caused by impaired drivers.
- Deter violations through legal penalties such as fines, license suspensions, or
imprisonment.
- Promote social responsibility among drivers.

Consequences of Violating Driving Laws

Violating drunk driving laws can result in:

- Legal penalties: fines, imprisonment, mandatory alcohol education.
- Civil liabilities: lawsuits for damages caused.
- Criminal record: affecting future employment and travel.
- Loss of license: temporary or permanent.

The Role of "Neither The King Nor The People"

In a figurative sense, the phrase emphasizes that neither authority nor the populace
condone or tolerate driving while intoxicated. It underscores societal consensus on the
illegality and danger of drunk driving.

Practical Guidance for Writing About Subject-Verb Agreement

Tips for Correct Usage

1. Identify the main subject before choosing the verb.
2. Pay attention to compound subjects joined by "and," "or," or "nor."
3. Remember the rule for "neither...nor": verb agrees with the closest subject.
4. Use singular verbs with gerunds or infinitive phrases acting as subjects.



5. Check for agreement when dealing with indefinite pronouns or complex phrases.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

- Using "is" with plural subjects.
- Using "have" with singular subjects.
- Incorrectly applying agreement in "neither...nor" constructions.
- Overlooking the influence of negations or adverbs.

Conclusion

Subject-verb agreement is a fundamental aspect of constructing clear and grammatically
correct sentences. When discussing sensitive topics such as

Frequently Asked Questions

Is the subject-verb agreement correct in the sentence
'Driving when drunk is not allowed'?
Yes, because 'Driving when drunk' is a singular activity, so 'is' is the correct verb form.

Should the phrase 'Neither the king nor the people' be
followed by 'has' or 'have'?
It should be followed by 'has' if considering 'the king' as singular, but traditionally,
'neither...nor' takes a singular verb, so 'has' is correct.

In the sentence 'Neither the king nor the people has,' is
the verb agreement correct?
No, it is incorrect because 'neither...nor' is singular, so the correct verb is 'has,' but the
sentence is incomplete and needs clarification.

When constructing sentences about laws, such as
'Driving when drunk is not allowed,' how do you ensure
correct subject-verb agreement?
Identify the subject as a singular activity or concept and match it with a singular verb like
'is' to ensure proper agreement.

Can 'neither the king nor the people' be considered a
singular subject for verb agreement?
Yes, because 'neither...nor' is singular, so it takes a singular verb like 'has' or 'is,' depending
on the context.



What is the correct verb form in the phrase 'Neither the
king nor the people has'?
The correct verb form is 'has' if the subject is singular, but the sentence is incomplete and
needs additional information for full correctness.

Additional Resources
Subject Verb Agreement Driving When Drunk (is or are) Not Allowed Neither The King Nor
The People (has)

In the realm of English grammar, few topics generate as much confusion among writers and
speakers as subject-verb agreement, especially when sentences involve complex
structures, negations, or collective nouns. The phrase "Driving when drunk is or are not
allowed neither the king nor the people has" exemplifies the intricacies that can trip up
even seasoned language users. While at first glance it appears jumbled, dissecting its
components reveals essential rules about matching subjects with appropriate verb forms.
Proper understanding of these rules is crucial not only for clear communication but also for
ensuring grammatical correctness in formal writing.

---

Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement: The Foundation of Clear Communication

Subject-verb agreement is the grammatical rule that the subject and verb in a sentence
must agree in number—singular subjects take singular verbs, while plural subjects take
plural verbs. For instance:

- The cat runs quickly. (singular subject + singular verb)
- The cats run quickly. (plural subject + plural verb)

This fundamental rule ensures coherence and clarity. However, complications arise when
sentences involve compound subjects, negations, indefinite pronouns, or complex
structures, making it vital to analyze each component carefully.

---

Breaking Down the Complex Sentence: Analyzing the Components

The given phrase contains multiple parts that challenge straightforward interpretation:

"Driving when drunk is or are not allowed neither the king nor the people has"

Let's parse this into manageable elements:

1. Main subject: "Driving when drunk"
2. Verb choices: "is" or "are"
3. Negation: "not allowed"
4. Additional subjects: "neither the king nor the people"



5. Additional verb: "has"

At its core, the sentence attempts to convey that driving under the influence is prohibited,
with emphasis on both the king and the people.

---

The Core Rules for Subject-Verb Agreement in Complex Sentences

To understand the correct verb forms in such sentences, it's essential to revisit some key
rules:

1. Singular and Plural Subjects:
- Singular subjects take singular verbs.
- Plural subjects take plural verbs.

2. Compound Subjects:
- When joined by "and," subject is considered plural and takes a plural verb.
- When joined by "or" or "nor," the verb agrees with the part closest to it.

3. Indefinite Pronouns and Collective Nouns:
- Some indefinite pronouns (e.g., "everyone," "each") are singular.
- Collective nouns (e.g., "group," "committee") can be singular or plural depending on
context.

4. Negation and "Neither/Nor" Constructions:
- "Neither...nor" constructions are singular if both subjects are singular.
- The verb agrees with the subject closest to it in "nor" phrases.

---

Applying the Rules to the Sentence

Part 1: "Driving when drunk is or are not allowed"

- The subject "Driving when drunk" is a gerund phrase, which is generally treated as
singular.

- Therefore, the correct verb should be "is" because the phrase is singular.

- The phrase "not allowed" indicates prohibition; thus, the clause should read: "Driving
when drunk is not allowed."

Part 2: "neither the king nor the people has"

- The phrase "neither...nor" involves two subjects:

- "the king" (singular)

- "the people" (plural)



- The rule states that in "neither...nor" constructions, the verb agrees with the subject
closest to it. Here, "the people" is closer to the verb.

- Since "the people" is plural, the correct verb is "have" (or "have" in present tense).

- The auxiliary "has" is incorrect here; it is singular and does not agree with the plural
subject "the people."

---

Corrected and Clear Version of the Sentence

Putting it all together, the grammatically correct and clear sentence would be:

"Driving when drunk is not allowed, neither the king nor the people have."

Or, more fluidly:

"Driving when drunk is not allowed; neither the king nor the people have the right to do so."

---

The Importance of Proper Subject-Verb Agreement in Legal and Formal Contexts

Incorrect grammar can lead to ambiguity, misinterpretation, or even legal disputes. In
official documents, laws, or policies—such as prohibitions on drunk driving—precision is
paramount. Misusing verb forms or misphrasing sentences can undermine the authority and
clarity of such texts.

For example:

- Incorrect: "Driving under the influence is not allowed, neither the king nor the people has
the right to ignore this law."

- Correct: "Driving under the influence is not allowed; neither the king nor the people have
the right to ignore this law."

The correction ensures that the sentence is grammatically sound, unambiguous, and
authoritative.

---

Practical Tips for Mastering Subject-Verb Agreement in Complex Sentences

1. Identify the Main Subject First: Break down complex sentences to find the core subject
before choosing a verb.

2. Watch for Compound Subjects: Recognize "and," "or," and "nor" constructions, and apply
the rules accordingly.

3. Pay Attention to Proximity in "Nor" and "Or": The verb agrees with the subject closest to



it.

4. Be Mindful of Gerunds and Infinitives: Gerunds ("Driving") are usually singular, so they
take singular verbs.

5. Clarify Negations and Conjunctions: Words like "neither," "either," "each," and "every"
influence verb agreement.

6. Use Punctuation to Clarify: Semicolons and commas can help separate clauses,
improving clarity.

7. Practice with Examples: Regularly test your understanding with varied sentences to
reinforce rules.

---

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

- Confusing singular and plural subjects: Always verify whether the subject is singular or
plural before selecting a verb.

- Ignoring the proximity rule in "nor" and "or" sentences: Remember that the verb agrees
with the closest subject.

- Misusing "has" and "have": "Has" is singular; "have" is plural. Use accordingly.

- Neglecting complex sentence structures: Break down sentences into parts to analyze each
component systematically.

---

Final Thoughts: The Power of Precision in Language

Accurate subject-verb agreement is more than a grammatical rule; it's a vital component of
effective communication, especially in contexts where clarity can have significant
consequences. Whether drafting legal documents, policy statements, or everyday
correspondence, understanding how to navigate complex sentence structures ensures your
message is both correct and compelling.

The phrase "Driving when drunk is or are not allowed neither the king nor the people has"
serves as a reminder that language demands careful attention to detail. By applying
established rules and practicing regularly, writers and speakers can master subject-verb
agreement and communicate with confidence and precision.

---

In conclusion, the correct form in the analyzed sentence is:

"Driving when drunk is not allowed, neither the king nor the people have."

This ensures grammatical correctness and clarity, reinforcing the importance of mastering



subject-verb agreement in even the most complex sentences.
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