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Understanding the structure of sentences is essential for mastering English
grammar, especially when it comes to identifying subjects and predicates. In
this article, we will delve into the concepts of subjects and predicates,
focusing on how to correctly underline the complete subject of each sentence.
We will also explore the specific sentence: 1. A Fable Tells, as a
foundational example to illustrate these grammatical principles.

What Are Subjects and Predicates?

Before diving into the specific sentence, it is important to understand the
basic components of a sentence.

Subjects

- The subject of a sentence is the person, place, thing, or idea that is
performing the action or being described.

- The complete subject includes the main noun or pronoun and all its
modifiers.

- For example, in the sentence "The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog,"
the complete subject is "The quick brown fox."

Predicates

- The predicate tells what the subject does or 1is.

- It includes the main verb and any additional information related to the
action or state of being.

- Using the previous example, "jumps over the lazy dog" is the predicate.

Directions for Underlining the Complete Subject

Properly underlining the complete subject involves a few simple steps:

1. Identify the main noun or pronoun that the sentence is about.



2. Include all words that modify or describe that noun or pronoun.

3. Underline this entire phrase as the complete subject.

This practice helps students and writers recognize sentence structure and
improves clarity in writing and editing.

Analyzing the Sentence: 1. A Fable Tells

Let’s apply these principles to the sentence: 1. A Fable Tells. Although this
is a fragment, it demonstrates key ideas about subjects and predicates.

Step 1: Find the Main Noun or Pronoun

- The main noun in the sentence is "Fable."
- The article "A" modifies "Fable," indicating that it refers to a
particular, but unspecified, type of story.

Step 2: Include Modifiers to Form the Complete

Subject

- The complete subject is "A Fable."
- This phrase includes the article "A" and the noun "Fable," together forming
the complete subject.

Step 3: Underline the Complete Subject

- When writing or editing, underline "A Fable" to indicate the complete
subject.

Understanding the Predicate in the Sentence

The predicate in this sentence is "Tells." It indicates the action performed
by the subject.

Breaking Down the Predicate

- The verb "Tells" is the main action.
- If the sentence were extended, additional information could be added, such
as what a fable tells or to whom it is told.



Expanding on Subjects And Predicates in Longer
Sentences

While "A Fable Tells" is a simple sentence, real-world sentences often
contain more complex subjects and predicates.

Examples of Complex Subjects

e The old, wise owl in the tree
e Several students from the class

e My favorite book on the shelf

Examples of Complex Predicates

e is singing beautifully in the choir
e will be arriving tomorrow afternoon

e has been reading for hours

Practice Exercises for Identifying Subjects and
Predicates

To reinforce understanding, practice with these sentences:

1. The young girl with the bright red dress dances gracefully.
2. The big black dog barked loudly at the stranger.

3. Our science teacher explains the experiment clearly.

4. The colorful butterflies flutter among the flowers.

5. Every student in the class completed their homework.



For each sentence:
- Underline the complete subject.
- Identify the predicate.

Example:

- Sentence: The young girl with the bright red dress dances gracefully.

- Complete subject: The young girl with the bright red dress

- Predicate: dances gracefully.

Tips for Mastering Subjects and Predicates

- Always look for the main noun or pronoun first; this is usually the
subject.

- Remember that modifiers that describe the subject are part of the complete
subject.

- The predicate always contains the verb and the information about what the
subject is doing or being.

- Practice by underlining the complete subject and the predicate in different
sentences to develop confidence.

Conclusion

Understanding subjects and predicates is fundamental in mastering English
grammar. By learning to correctly identify and underline the complete
subject, such as "A Fable" in the sentence "A Fable Tells," students can
improve their writing clarity and grammatical accuracy. Remember, the
complete subject includes all words that modify the main noun or pronoun, and
practicing with a variety of sentences will help solidify these skills.
Whether analyzing simple sentences or more complex structures, these
principles serve as a foundation for effective communication and grammatical
proficiency.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the complete subject in the sentence 'A
Fable Tells'?

The complete subject is 'A Fable'.



How do you identify the complete subject in a
sentence?

The complete subject includes the main noun or pronoun along with any words
that modify it.

Why is it important to underline the complete
subject in sentences?

Underlining the complete subject helps to understand who or what the sentence
is about, improving comprehension and grammar skills.

In the sentence 'A Fable Tells', what is the simple
subject?

The simple subject is 'Fable’.

Can the complete subject be more than one word?

Yes, the complete subject can include a noun and its modifiers, making it
multiple words.

What is the predicate in the sentence 'A Fable
Tells'?

The predicate is 'Tells'.

How do you determine the predicate in a sentence?

The predicate contains the verb and tells what the subject does or is.

What are some common words that help identify the
complete subject?

Common words include articles (a, an, the), possessives, and modifiers that
describe the main noun.

How can practicing underlining subjects improve your
writing skills?

It helps you focus on sentence structure, making your writing clearer and
grammatically correct.

In the sentence 'A Fable Tells', what is the main



action?

The main action is 'Tells'.

Additional Resources

Subjects and Predicates Directions: Underline the Complete Subject of Each
Sentence — "A Fable Tells"

Understanding the intricacies of sentences is fundamental in mastering
English grammar. Among these, recognizing the subject and predicate is
crucial, especially for learners aiming to improve their sentence analysis
skills. In this comprehensive guide, we delve into the concept of subjects
and predicates, focusing particularly on how to identify and underline the
complete subject within sentences. Using the sentence "A fable tells" as a
primary example, we will explore various aspects, teaching strategies, and
practice exercises to enhance comprehension.

Introduction to Subjects and Predicates

Before dissecting the specific sentence "A fable tells," it's essential to
establish a foundational understanding of what subjects and predicates are.

What Is a Subject?

- The subject of a sentence is the person, place, thing, or idea that
performs the action or is being described.

- It tells us who or what the sentence is about.

- The subject can be a noun, pronoun, or a noun phrase.

What Is a Predicate?

- The predicate contains the verb and provides information about the subject.
- It explains what the subject does, what is said about the subject, or what
the subject is.

- The predicate may also include objects, complements, and adverbials.

Complete Subject vs. Simple Subject

- Simple Subject: The main noun or pronoun that the sentence is about.



- Complete Subject: The simple subject plus any modifiers or words that
describe or clarify it.

Understanding the Sentence "A Fable Tells"

Let's analyze the sentence step by step.

Breaking Down the Sentence

- The sentence is: "A fable tells."
- It is a simple sentence, containing a subject and a predicate.

Identifying the Complete Subject

- The simple subject: "fable" (the main noun).
- The modifier: "A", which is an article specifying the noun.
- The complete subject: "A fable".

Identifying the Predicate

- The predicate: "tells".
- This verb indicates the action performed by the subject.

Summary of Analysis

| Part of Sentence | Identification | Explanation |

R RRRREEEEEEELEEEE R EEEEREEEEEEEEEEE |- |
| Complete Subject | "A fable" | The article "A" plus the noun "fable" |

| Simple Subject | "fable" | The core noun about which the sentence is built

I
| Predicate | "tells" | The action performed by the subject |

How to Underline the Complete Subject

The key task in sentence analysis exercises is to correctly underline the



complete subject.

Steps to Identify and Underline the Complete Subject

1. Locate the verb in the sentence.

2. Ask "Who" or "What" is performing the action of the verb.

3. Identify the words that describe or modify the main noun (article,
adjectives, phrases).

4. Underline all words that compose the complete subject, including
modifiers.

Applying the steps to "A fable tells":
- Verb: tells
- Who or what tells? A fable.

- Words describing the subject: "A" (article), "fable" (noun).
- Underline "A fable" as the complete subject.

Extended Examples of Subjects and Predicates

To deepen understanding, consider additional sentences and practice
identifying the complete subject.

Example 1: "The old man in the park walks slowly."

- Complete Subject: "The old man in the park"

- Simple Subject: "man"

- Predicate: "walks slowly"

Example 2: "My favorite book on the shelf is a mystery novel."

- Complete Subject: "My favorite book on the shelf"

- Simple Subject: "book"

- Predicate: "is a mystery novel"

Example 3: "The students in the classroom are studying diligently."
- Complete Subject: "The students in the classroom"

- Simple Subject: "students"
- Predicate: "are studying diligently"



Strategies to Master Underlining the Complete
Subject

Achieving accuracy in identifying and underlining the complete subject
demands practice and familiarity with sentence structures.

1. Recognize the Verb First

- The verb is the action or state of being.
- Once located, ask "Who" or "What" performs this action.

2. Look for Modifiers and Phrases

- Articles (a, an, the)
- Adjectives describing the noun
- Prepositional phrases providing additional information

3. Differentiate Between Complete and Simple
Subjects

- The simple subject is just the main noun.
- The complete subject may include articles, adjectives, and phrases.

4. Practice with Varied Sentences

- Use sentences with complex subjects, including multiple modifiers and
phrases.
- Practice helps develop an eye for the full scope of the complete subject.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even experienced learners make errors when identifying subjects. Here are
common pitfalls:

- Ignoring modifiers: Forgetting to include articles or adjectives in the
complete subject.
- Focusing only on the noun: Overlooking phrases that form part of the



complete subject.

- Confusing the subject with the predicate: Misidentifying the verb or the
action.

Tips to avoid these mistakes:

- Always locate the main verb first.

- Ask "Who" or "What" before and after the verb.
- Include all words that modify or describe the noun in the complete subject.

Practice Exercises

To reinforce the concepts, here are practice exercises focusing on
underlining the complete subject.

Exercise 1:

Underline the complete subject in each sentence.

1. The small girl with curly hair sings beautifully.

2. A colorful butterfly fluttered around the garden.

3. The books on the table belong to the library.

4. My best friend from school is visiting today.

5. Several students in the class have completed their homework.
Exercise 2:

Identify and underline the complete subject.

The noisy children played in the park.

An interesting story was told by the teacher.
The bright stars in the sky are visible tonight.
A delicious pie was baked by my mother.

The tall trees in the yard provide shade.
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Conclusion: Mastering Subjects and Predicates
in Sentences

Understanding how to identify and underline the complete subject is a
foundational skill in English grammar and sentence analysis. It enables
students and writers to craft clearer sentences, analyze texts effectively,
and improve overall language proficiency. The sentence "A fable tells”



exemplifies the importance of recognizing the complete subject — "A fable" —
which includes the article "A" and the noun "fable."

By systematically following steps—locating the verb, asking "who" or "what,"
and including all modifiers—you develop a keen eye for the full scope of the
subject within any sentence. Consistent practice with varied sentence
structures will enhance accuracy and confidence.

Remember, mastery of subjects and predicates is not just about grammatical
correctness; it also enriches your understanding of sentence meaning,
structure, and style. Keep practicing, and soon, identifying and underlining
complete subjects will become second nature.

Happy Learning!
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