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HTML, or Hypertext Markup Language, is a foundational technology in the
digital world. It is primarily known as the standard language used to create
and design webpages, enabling the development of the Internet as we know it
today. Many people might wonder: Is HTML used for creating networks,
webpages, or protocols? The answer is most accurately that HTML is a language
for creating webpages. This article provides an in-depth exploration of HTML,
clarifying its purpose, features, and significance in web development, while
also addressing common misconceptions about its role in networking and
protocols.

---

What Is HTML? An Overview

HTML is a markup language that structures and presents content on the World
Wide Web. It was developed in the late 1980s by Tim Berners-Lee and
officially released in 1991. The core idea behind HTML is to use tags and
elements to define the various parts of a webpage, such as headings,
paragraphs, images, links, and multimedia content.

HTML does not function as a programming language; instead, it provides a
skeleton that browsers interpret to display web content. It is complemented
by technologies like CSS (Cascading Style Sheets) for styling and JavaScript
for interactivity.

---

Distinguishing HTML from Networks and Protocols

While HTML is central to web development, it is essential to understand what
it is not. Some common misconceptions involve HTML's relation to networks and
protocols.

HTML and Networks
- HTML itself does not create or manage networks.
- Networking involves hardware and protocols for data transfer, such as
TCP/IP.
- HTML files are transmitted over networks via protocols like HTTP or HTTPS
but are not responsible for network operations.



HTML and Protocols
- Protocols like HTTP (Hypertext Transfer Protocol) define how data is
transmitted between clients and servers.
- HTML is a language used within these protocols to structure data but does
not implement or define them.
- Therefore, HTML is a content language, not a protocol.

---

The Role of HTML in Web Development

HTML's primary purpose is to create the structure and content of webpages. It
is the backbone of the web, enabling browsers to render text, images, videos,
forms, and other multimedia.

Key Features of HTML
- Semantic Elements: Define different parts of a webpage, such as `
`, `
`, `
`, `
`.
- Hyperlinks: Use `` tags to connect pages and resources.
- Media Embedding: Incorporate images (``), videos (``), and audio (``).
- Forms and Inputs: Collect user data via `

`, ` `, `
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