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Philosophy Of Sport In The 1966, marking a pivotal moment in the academic
exploration of sports philosophy. This initiative was driven by a collective
desire among scholars and practitioners to deepen the understanding of the
fundamental questions surrounding sports, ethics, human performance, and the
societal implications of athletic pursuits. Since its inception, the Journal
of the Philosophy of Sport has become a leading publication, fostering
rigorous debate, innovative research, and interdisciplinary dialogue in the
field of sports philosophy.

The Origins of The Philosophic Society For The
Study Of Sport

Founding Principles and Goals

The Philosophic Society for the Study of Sport was established with the aim
of promoting philosophical inquiry into all aspects of sport and physical
activity. Its founders recognized that sports are more than mere
entertainment; they are complex social phenomena that reflect, influence, and
shape human values and cultural norms.

Core principles guiding the society include:

- Promoting rigorous philosophical research on sports

- Encouraging interdisciplinary dialogue among philosophers, athletes,
coaches, and policymakers

- Exploring ethical issues in sports participation and organization

- Analyzing the societal impact of sports and sporting institutions

Key Founders and Early Members

The society was founded by prominent scholars and sports enthusiasts who
shared a common interest in understanding the deeper meaning of sports. Early
members included philosophers, ethicists, sports scientists, and educators
from institutions across North America and Europe.

Notable founders:
- William Morgan, a philosopher interested in ethics and morality in sports



- Joan Richards, a sports psychologist and philosopher
- David Thomas, an ethicist specializing in athletic integrity

Their collaborative efforts laid the foundation for a dedicated platform to
explore philosophical questions related to sports.

The Launch of The Journal Of The Philosophy Of
Sport

Historical Context and Significance

In 1966, recognizing the need for a specialized academic outlet, the society
founded the Journal of the Philosophy of Sport. The journal aimed to serve as
a scholarly forum for publishing original research, theoretical essays, and
critical reviews related to sports philosophy.

This initiative was significant because:

- It consolidated existing philosophical discussions about sports

- Provided a dedicated publication space, elevating the academic status of
sports philosophy

- Facilitated international dialogue among scholars

Initial Challenges and Early Success

Launching a new academic journal in the 1960s posed several challenges,
including:

- Limited funding and resources

- Gaining recognition within the broader philosophical community

- Attracting high-quality submissions

Despite these obstacles, the journal quickly gained momentum due to:
- The increasing interest in sports ethics and philosophy

- Contributions from leading scholars in the field

- The society’s active promotion and outreach efforts

Over the years, the journal expanded its scope, embracing emerging topics
such as gender in sports, disability and adaptive sports, and globalization
of athletic culture.



Scope and Topics Covered by The Journal Of The
Philosophy Of Sport

Core Themes and Areas of Inquiry

The journal covers a broad range of philosophical issues related to sports,
including but not limited to:

- Ethics and morality in sports

- The nature of athletic excellence and human performance

- Fairness, justice, and doping

- The philosophy of sport as a form of human expression

- The social and cultural significance of sports

- Identity, nationalism, and community in sports contexts

- The ethics of sports technology and enhancement

- Gender, race, and diversity in athletic participation

Interdisciplinary Approaches

The journal encourages submissions that incorporate perspectives from:
- Philosophy

- Sociology

- Psychology

- Anthropology

- History

- Sports sciences

This interdisciplinary approach enriches the understanding of sports as a
multifaceted social phenomenon.

Impact and Contributions of The Journal To The
Field

Advancing Ethical Discourse

One of the journal’s primary contributions has been fostering sophisticated
ethical debates, such as:

- The morality of performance-enhancing drugs

- Fair play and sportsmanship

- Ethical considerations in youth sports and amateur athletics

By providing a platform for critical analysis, the journal has influenced
policy discussions and ethical standards in sports organizations.



Shaping Philosophical Thought

The journal has published influential articles that have shaped contemporary
theories about:

- The concept of "sport as a moral activity"

- The philosophy of competition and rivalry

- The aesthetic dimensions of sports

These contributions have helped elevate sports philosophy as a respected
academic discipline.

Promoting Inclusion and Diversity

Recent issues have addressed issues of gender equality, racial justice, and
accessibility, reflecting the society’s commitment to social progress through
philosophical inquiry.

Notable Articles and Thematic Special Issues

Landmark Publications

Over the decades, the journal has featured seminal articles such as:
- "The Ethics of Doping" by Dr. Lisa McGregor

- "Sport and Human Flourishing" by Professor Alan Turner

- "Gender and Identity in Modern Sports" by Dr. Maria Lopez

Special Issues and Thematic Editions

The journal regularly publishes special issues that focus on pressing topics,
including:

- The Olympics and International Sports Politics

- Technology and the Future of Sports

- Athletes’ Rights and Responsibilities

- The Philosophy of Sports and Mental Health

These special editions serve as comprehensive resources for scholars and
practitioners.



Current Trends and Future Directions

Emerging Topics in Sports Philosophy

The field continues to evolve with new challenges and debates, such as:
- The impact of artificial intelligence on coaching and gameplay

- Ethical considerations of virtual and e-sports

- The role of sports in social justice movements

- Environmental sustainability in sporting events

The Role of The Journal Moving Forward

The journal aims to:

- Incorporate more diverse international voices

- Embrace technological innovations in research and publication

- Foster dialogue between scholars and sports practitioners

- Address contemporary issues like climate change and global health crises
affecting sports

How To Contribute and Engage with The Journal
Of The Philosophy Of Sport

Submission Guidelines

Researchers and practitioners interested in submitting articles should
consider:

- Originality and rigor of philosophical argumentation

- Relevance to current debates in sports philosophy

- Interdisciplinary insights and empirical support

Peer Review and Publication Process

The journal maintains a rigorous peer-review process to ensure quality and
academic integrity, involving:

- Initial editorial screening

- Double-blind peer review

- Revisions and final acceptance



Engagement Opportunities

Readers and scholars can engage through:

- Attending conferences organized by The Philosophic Society
- Participating in discussion forums and online seminars

- Subscribing to the journal for updates on latest research

Conclusion: The Ongoing Legacy of The Society
and Its Journal

Since its founding, The Philosophic Society For The Study Of Sport and its
flagship publication, the Journal of the Philosophy of Sport, have played a
crucial role in elevating sports to a subject of serious philosophical
inquiry. By fostering interdisciplinary research, ethical debate, and social
critique, the society has helped shape how we understand the significance of
sports in human life. As sports continue to evolve with technological
advancements and societal shifts, the journal remains a vital platform for
exploring these developments through a philosophical lens. Its ongoing
commitment to scholarship ensures that the philosophical study of sport will
remain a dynamic and impactful field for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was The Philosophic Society For The Study Of
Sport founded?

The Philosophic Society For The Study Of Sport was founded in 1976.

What is the primary focus of the Journal of the
Philosophy of Sport?

The journal primarily explores philosophical questions related to sports,
including ethics, aesthetics, and the nature of athletic competition.

In which year was the Journal of the Philosophy of
Sport established?

The Journal of the Philosophy of Sport was established in 1976, shortly after
the founding of the society.



How does the Journal of the Philosophy of Sport
contribute to sports ethics?

It publishes articles that critically examine moral issues in sports,
promoting ethical practices and understanding through philosophical analysis.

Who are the typical contributors to the Journal of
the Philosophy of Sport?

Contributors include philosophers, sports scientists, ethicists, and scholars
interested in the philosophical dimensions of sport.

What are some common topics covered in the Journal
of the Philosophy of Sport?

Topics include fairness, justice in sports, the nature of athletic
excellence, the aesthetic value of sports, and the philosophy of
sportsmanship.

Has the Journal of the Philosophy of Sport
influenced sports policies?

Yes, its philosophical insights have informed debates on sportsmanship,
doping, and fair play, impacting policy discussions.

Is the Journal of the Philosophy of Sport accessible
to the general public?

While primarily academic, some articles are accessible to a broader audience
interested in the philosophical aspects of sports.

How has the Philosophic Society for the Study of
Sport evolved since its founding?

It has expanded its membership globally, increased its publication reach, and
fostered interdisciplinary dialogue on sports philosophy.

Additional Resources

The Philosophic Society For The Study Of Sport Founded The Journal Of The
Philosophy Of Sport In The early 1970s marked a pivotal moment in the
academic and intellectual exploration of sports. This foundational event
signaled the formal recognition of sport not merely as entertainment or
physical activity but as a serious subject of philosophical inquiry. The
establishment of the Journal of the Philosophy of Sport by the Philosophic
Society For The Study Of Sport provided a dedicated platform for scholars



worldwide to examine the ethical, metaphysical, epistemological, and cultural
dimensions of sport. This article offers a comprehensive guide to the
origins, development, and significance of this journal, highlighting its role
in shaping contemporary thought on sport philosophy.

The Origins of the Philosophic Society For The Study Of Sport

Formation and Mission

The Philosophic Society For The Study Of Sport was founded with the aim of
fostering philosophical dialogue and research focused on sports and physical
activity. It emerged from a recognition that sport touches on core
philosophical questions about human nature, morality, fairness, and societal
values.

- Founding Members: Comprising philosophers, sports scientists, ethicists,
and sociologists.

- Core Goals:

- Promote interdisciplinary research.

- Stimulate debate on ethical issues like doping, fairness, and violence.

- Explore metaphysical questions about the nature of athletic excellence and
competition.

- Address cultural and social implications of sport.

The Need for a Dedicated Journal

Prior to the journal’s establishment, academic work on sport was scattered
across various disciplines and journals. The lack of a specialized
publication meant that philosophical discussions on sport often remained
marginal or underrepresented.

- Gap in Literature: Few outlets focused solely on the philosophical aspects
of sport.

- Response: The society envisioned a dedicated journal to:

- Centralize scholarly discourse.

- Enable rigorous peer-reviewed research.

- Foster an international community of scholars.

The Inception of the Journal of the Philosophy of Sport

Launch and Early Challenges
The Journal of the Philosophy of Sport was launched in the early 1970s,
marking a milestone for sport philosophy as an academic discipline.

- First Issue: Published in 1972, featuring articles on ethics, aesthetics,
and metaphysics.

- Initial Challenges:

- Establishing credibility in academic circles.

- Attracting submissions from diverse disciplines.



- Securing funding and editorial support.

Editorial Vision
The journal was envisioned as a platform that balanced theoretical rigor with
practical relevance. It aimed to:

- Encourage rigorous philosophical analysis.

- Incorporate empirical research where relevant.

- Address contemporary issues such as professionalism, gender equality, and
technological impacts.

Evolution and Growth of the Journal

Expanding Scope
Over the decades, the journal expanded its thematic scope to include:

- Ethical dilemmas: Doping, match-fixing, and athlete rights.

- Cultural studies: Sport in different societies and its cultural
significance.

- Philosophy of sport and technology: Impact of video games, virtual reality,
and wearable tech.

- Environmental concerns: Sustainability in sporting events and facilities.

Key Thematic Issues and Special Editions
The journal has published numerous special issues that have significantly
contributed to the field:

- Olympic Ethics: Examining the moral ideals behind the Olympic movement.

- Gender and Sport: Addressing issues of gender equality, masculinity, and
femininity.

- Fair Play and Justice: Philosophical discussions on fairness and the nature
of justice in sport.

Notable Contributions
Some influential articles and authors include:

- Discussions on the concept of sportsmanship.

- Analysis of competitive fairness.
- Philosophical debates on identity and embodiment in athletic performance.

The Role of the Journal in Shaping Sport Philosophy
Academic Influence
The journal has been instrumental in establishing sport philosophy as a

recognized academic discipline. It has:

- Provided a rigorous platform for peer-reviewed research.



- Facilitated international scholarly collaboration.
- Influenced university curricula and research agendas.

Practical Impact
Beyond academia, the journal's insights have influenced:

- Policy decisions in sports organizations.
- Ethical guidelines for athletes and coaches.
- Public debates on controversial issues like doping and commercialization.

Bridging Disciplines
The journal successfully bridges various disciplines:

- Philosophy

- Sociology

- Sports science

- Cultural studies
- Ethics

This interdisciplinary approach enriches understanding and fosters
comprehensive analyses.

Challenges and Future Directions

Contemporary Challenges
The field and the journal face new challenges, including:

- Rapid technological advances changing the nature of sport.

- Globalization and cultural diversity.

- Ethical dilemmas posed by artificial intelligence and data analytics.
- Ensuring inclusivity and representation across genders, races, and nations.

Emerging Topics
Future issues likely to be featured include:

- Virtual and e-sports: Ethical and philosophical considerations.
- Bioethics: Genetic enhancements and human augmentation.
- Environmental sustainability: Ethical responsibilities of sporting bodies.

The Continuing Significance
The journal remains vital for:

- Fostering critical reflection on the role of sport in society.

- Developing normative frameworks for ethical sporting practices.
- Understanding the deeper existential and cultural meanings of sport.

Conclusion: The Legacy and Ongoing Importance of the Journal



The founding of the Journal of the Philosophy of Sport by The Philosophic
Society For The Study Of Sport was a landmark event that elevated sport from
mere physical activity to a subject worthy of rigorous philosophical inquiry.
Over the decades, the journal has evolved into a leading publication that
consistently challenges, informs, and shapes the academic discourse on sport
and its place in human life.

Its contributions have helped clarify complex issues such as fairness,
identity, morality, and cultural significance, making it an indispensable
resource for scholars, practitioners, and policymakers alike. As sport
continues to evolve amidst technological, social, and environmental changes,
the journal’s role in fostering thoughtful, ethical, and innovative
perspectives remains more relevant than ever.

In essence, the journal embodies the enduring quest to understand and
critique the multifaceted phenomenon of sport, ensuring that the
philosophical underpinnings of athletic endeavor are thoroughly examined and
appreciated across disciplines and cultures.
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