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Understanding the proper usage of relative pronouns is essential for mastering English grammar.
Among these, the word "that" serves as a versatile relative pronoun, frequently used to introduce
relative clauses that provide additional information about a noun. However, despite its flexibility,
there are specific contexts where "that" cannot be appropriately used. This article explores the
various uses of "that" as a relative pronoun, clarifies the exceptions—most notably the sentence "I
want to carry"—and provides guidance on how to correctly employ "that" in different sentence
structures. Whether you're a student, a professional writer, or someone interested in enhancing
their language skills, understanding these nuances will improve your grammatical accuracy and
clarity.

---

What Is a Relative Pronoun?

A relative pronoun is a word that introduces a relative clause, providing more information about a
noun mentioned earlier in the sentence. Common relative pronouns include "who," "whom," "whose,"
"which," and "that." These pronouns connect clauses and help create complex sentences that are
clearer and more informative.

Examples:

- The book that I bought yesterday is fascinating.
- The woman who called you is my aunt.
- The car which was stolen has been recovered.

In these examples, "that," "who," and "which" introduce relative clauses that describe or specify the
nouns they follow.

---

The Role of "That" as a Relative Pronoun

"That" is a highly versatile relative pronoun used to specify or identify a noun. It can refer to people,
animals, or objects, and is often preferred in defining or restrictive relative clauses—those essential
to the meaning of the sentence.



Key features of "that":

- It introduces restrictive clauses, without commas.
- It can refer to both animate and inanimate nouns.
- It is often used in informal or conversational English.

Examples:

- The cookies that you baked are delicious.
- She wears the necklace that her grandmother gave her.
- I can't find the pen that I was using.

---

Common Uses of "That" in Sentences

"That" can be used in various sentence structures, especially in defining relative clauses. Here are
some typical examples:

1. To Define Essential Information

When the clause provides essential information about the noun, "that" is used without commas.

- The students that scored above 90% will receive awards.
- The movie that we watched last night was thrilling.

2. To Refer to Both People and Things

"That" can refer to people or objects in a sentence.

- The man that lives next door is a doctor.
- The book that is on the table belongs to Sarah.

3. In Restrictive Clauses

"That" introduces restrictive clauses that are necessary to identify the noun precisely.

- The shoes that are under the bed need cleaning.
- I need the report that was submitted yesterday.

---



When Not To Use "That" – The Exceptions

While "that" is widely used, there are certain situations where it should not be employed.
Recognizing these exceptions is crucial for grammatical correctness and clarity.

1. After Prepositions

In English, it is generally incorrect to use "that" immediately after a preposition. Instead, you should
use "which," "whom," or omit the relative pronoun altogether.

Incorrect:

- The house that I live in is old.

Correct:

- The house in which I live is old.

Note: In informal speech, "that" is sometimes used after prepositions, but for formal writing, avoid
this construction.

2. In Non-Restrictive (Non-Essential) Clauses

Non-restrictive clauses add extra, non-essential information and are set off by commas. In such
cases, "which" is preferred over "that."

Incorrect:

- My car, that is red, is parked outside.

Correct:

- My car, which is red, is parked outside.

3. When Referring to People in Formal Contexts

Although "that" can refer to people in informal speech, in formal writing, "who" or "whom" should be
used.

Incorrect:

- The woman that called you is my aunt.

Correct:



- The woman who called you is my aunt.

---

The Sentence "I Want To Carry" and Its Contexts

The phrase "I want to carry" exemplifies a sentence that cannot incorporate "that" as a relative
pronoun in any meaningful way. Let's analyze why.

1. The Structure of the Sentence

"I want to carry" is a simple sentence with the verb "want" followed by an infinitive "to carry." It
expresses a desire or intention regarding the action "to carry." There is no noun or noun phrase
immediately preceding "that," and no relative clause is involved.

2. Why "That" Cannot Fit

Since "that" functions as a relative pronoun to introduce clauses describing a noun, it requires a
preceding noun to refer to. In "I want to carry," there is no noun to modify or describe, and adding
"that" would result in an incomplete or grammatically incorrect sentence.

Incorrect:

- I want to carry that.

Correct:

- I want to carry the box. (Here, "the box" is the noun, and "that" could be used as a relative
pronoun: "I want to carry the box that is heavy.")

But:

- "I want to carry" alone cannot incorporate "that" unless it's expanded with a noun.

3. The Importance of Context

In sentences where "that" is used, it usually follows a noun, providing additional information:

- I want to carry the bag that is over there.

Without the noun, the sentence cannot contain "that" without losing grammatical correctness.

---



Summary of Key Points About Using "That"

Below is a concise list summarizing the proper usage and common pitfalls associated with "that" as a
relative pronoun:

Proper Uses:

- To introduce restrictive clauses essential to the noun's meaning.
- When referring to both people and objects in informal contexts.
- In sentences where no preposition immediately precedes "that."
- To specify or identify a particular noun.

Incorrect Uses / Exceptions:

- After prepositions (use "which," "whom," or omit the relative pronoun).
- In non-restrictive clauses (use "which" with commas).
- When referring to people in formal writing (prefer "who" or "whom").
- When the sentence lacks a noun for "that" to modify, as in "I want to carry."

---

Conclusion: Mastering the Use of "That"

Understanding the nuanced application of the relative pronoun "that" can significantly improve your
English grammar skills. Remember that "that" is a powerful tool for creating concise, clear, and
precise sentences, especially in defining or restrictive clauses. However, it is essential to recognize
contexts where "that" is inappropriate, such as after prepositions or in non-restrictive clauses, where
"which," "who," or "whom" are preferred.

Specifically, the sentence "I want to carry" exemplifies a scenario where "that" cannot be used
because it lacks a noun to modify or describe. To incorporate "that" correctly, the sentence must be
expanded with a noun, such as "I want to carry the bag that is heavy."

By mastering these rules and exceptions, you can enhance both your written and spoken English,
making your communication more accurate and polished. Remember, practice and attention to
context are key to becoming proficient in the correct use of relative pronouns like "that."

---

FAQs About Using "That" as a Relative Pronoun

Can "that" be used for both people and things? Yes, in informal English, "that" can refer1.
to both people and objects. However, in formal writing, "who" or "whom" is preferred for
people.



Is "that" always necessary in defining clauses? No, sometimes "which" or no relative2.
pronoun is used, but "that" is common in defining (restrictive) clauses.

Can "that" start a non-restrictive clause? No, non-restrictive clauses should use "which"3.
and are set off by commas.

Why can't I say "I want to carry that" without context? Because "that" needs a noun to4.
refer to; without it, the sentence is incomplete.

---

In summary, the sentence "I want to carry" illustrates a context where "that" cannot be used as a
relative pronoun. Recognizing such exceptions enhances your grammatical precision and helps you
communicate more effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can the relative pronoun 'that' be used to introduce a clause
in the sentence 'I want to carry'?
No, because 'I want to carry' is an incomplete sentence and does not contain a relative clause, so
'that' cannot be used here.

Is 'that' a versatile relative pronoun used to refer to people,
objects, and ideas?
Yes, 'that' is a versatile relative pronoun that can refer to people, objects, and ideas in various
sentences.

Can 'that' be omitted in defining relative clauses to make
sentences more concise?
Yes, in many cases, especially in defining relative clauses, 'that' can be omitted without changing the
meaning.

Why is 'that' not suitable in the sentence 'I want to carry'
when forming a relative clause?
Because 'I want to carry' is an independent clause lacking a relative clause, so 'that' cannot be used
to connect it to another clause.

In which types of sentences is 'that' commonly used as a



relative pronoun?
'That' is commonly used in sentences where it introduces defining relative clauses to specify or
identify a noun.

What is the primary function of the relative pronoun 'that' in
sentences?
Its primary function is to introduce relative clauses that provide essential information about a noun.

Additional Resources
The Relative Pronoun "that" Can Be Used In All Of The Following Sentences Except: A. I Want To
Carry

In the intricate world of English grammar, relative pronouns serve a fundamental role in connecting
clauses and providing additional information about nouns. Among these, the pronoun "that" stands
out due to its versatility and widespread use across various sentence structures. However, despite
its prevalence, there are specific contexts where "that" cannot be appropriately employed, especially
in certain grammatical constructions or stylistic preferences. This article aims to explore the
multifaceted use of the relative pronoun "that," shedding light on the exceptions, particularly
focusing on why it cannot be used in the sentence fragment "I Want To Carry."

Understanding the Role of the Relative Pronoun "that"

Definition and Basic Function

The relative pronoun "that" functions primarily to introduce relative clauses—dependent clauses that
modify a noun or pronoun in the main clause. Unlike other relative pronouns such as "who," "whom,"
"whose," or "which," "that" is often considered more neutral and flexible, suitable for both people
and objects.

For example:
- The book that I borrowed was fascinating.
- The person that called you is waiting outside.

In these instances, "that" introduces a clause providing essential information about the noun it
modifies.

Key Characteristics of "that"

- Restrictive Use: "That" is predominantly used in restrictive clauses, meaning the clause is essential
to the meaning of the sentence.



- Omission Possibility: In many cases, especially in informal English, "that" can be omitted without
altering the sentence's core meaning.
- Universal Applicability: "That" can refer to both people and objects, making it highly versatile.

Common Uses of "that" in Sentence Construction

1. Introducing Restrictive Relative Clauses

Most frequently, "that" introduces clauses that specify or restrict the meaning of a noun:
- The car that is parked outside belongs to Sarah.
- She wore the dress that she bought yesterday.

These clauses are essential because they define or specify the noun, and using "that" emphasizes
this restrictive relationship.

2. In Nominal Clauses

"That" also introduces noun clauses that act as the subject or object of a sentence:
- That he failed the exam surprised everyone.
- I believe that honesty is the best policy.

While these are not relative clauses, they demonstrate the flexibility of "that" in complex sentence
structures.

3. In Formal and Written English

In formal contexts, "that" is often preferred over "which" in restrictive clauses:
- The reports that were submitted are under review.

This usage maintains clarity and precision in formal writing.

The Exceptions: When "that" Cannot Be Used

Despite its versatility, there are specific scenarios where "that" is not appropriate. Understanding
these exceptions is crucial for crafting grammatically correct and stylistically appropriate sentences.

1. After Certain Prepositions and Conjunctive Phrases

In English, when a relative clause follows a preposition or certain conjunctions, "which" or "whom"



are generally preferred over "that."
- Correct: The house in which I grew up.
- Incorrect: The house in that I grew up. (less acceptable and often considered incorrect in formal
style)

Similarly:
- Correct: The person to whom I spoke.
- Incorrect: The person to that I spoke.

Note: In informal speech, "that" can sometimes be used after prepositions, but in formal writing,
"which" or "whom" is preferred.

2. When Referring to Non-Restrictive (Non-Essential)
Information

Non-restrictive clauses provide additional, non-essential information and are set off by commas. In
these cases, "which" is the appropriate choice; "that" is generally not used.
- Correct: The book, which I bought yesterday, is on the table.
- Incorrect: The book, that I bought yesterday, is on the table. (more formal and stylistically less
preferred)

Summary: Use "which" with non-restrictive clauses; "that" is reserved for restrictive clauses.

3. When "that" Is Used in Fragmented or Incomplete
Sentences

The provided sentence fragment "I Want To Carry" is incomplete and does not contain a clear
antecedent or context for "that." Using "that" in such fragments is grammatically incorrect because
"that" must introduce a clause that provides additional information about a noun or the subject.

For example:
- Correct: I want to carry the bag that is heavy.
- Incorrect: I want to carry that (without further clarification).

In the case of "I Want To Carry," attempting to insert "that" without completing the sentence results
in a grammatically incorrect or incomplete sentence.

Analyzing the Specific Sentence: "I Want To Carry"

The fragment "I Want To Carry" does not contain a noun or object that can be modified by a relative
clause introduced by "that." It is an incomplete sentence lacking an object or a noun phrase to serve
as the antecedent.

To understand why "that" cannot be used here, consider the following points:



- Lack of an antecedent: "that" must refer back to a noun or pronoun; "I want to carry" does not
specify what is to be carried.
- Incomplete clause: The phrase is a verb phrase without a direct object or complement, making it
impossible to attach a relative clause properly.
- Grammatical correctness: Inserting "that" without an antecedent results in a sentence fragment or
grammatically incorrect sentence.

Incorrect usage example:
- I want to carry that.

This sentence is incomplete because "that" needs to modify a noun or be part of a clause specifying
what is to be carried.

Proper usage example:
- I want to carry the bag that is heavy.

Here, "that" introduces a relative clause providing essential information about "the bag."

The Broader Implications in English Grammar and
Style

Understanding when and where to use "that" versus "which," "who," or other relative pronouns is
vital for clarity, conciseness, and stylistic correctness.

Restrictive vs. Non-Restrictive Clauses

- Restrictive clauses (using "that") specify or restrict the meaning of a noun:
- The houses that have solar panels are eco-friendly.

- Non-restrictive clauses (using "which") add non-essential information:
- The houses, which have solar panels, are eco-friendly.

Choosing the correct relative pronoun depends on the clause type, and misusing "that" can lead to
ambiguity or grammatical errors.

Prepositions and Formal Style

In formal writing, it's customary to avoid ending sentences with prepositions or using "that" after
prepositions. Instead, relative pronouns like "which" or "whom" are used:
- Formal: The chair on which I sat was uncomfortable.
- Less formal: The chair that I sat on was uncomfortable.



Conclusion: The Key Takeaways

The relative pronoun "that" is a highly adaptable tool in English grammar, capable of connecting
clauses that specify or define nouns. Its primary domain is restrictive clauses, which are essential for
the precise meaning of a sentence. However, its use is limited in contexts involving non-restrictive
clauses, especially those set off by commas, after prepositions, or when the clause provides non-
essential information.

Most importantly, "that" cannot be used in incomplete sentences or fragments like "I Want To Carry"
because the grammatical structure is insufficient to accommodate a relative clause. Without an
explicit or implied noun antecedent, inserting "that" renders the sentence ungrammatical.

By understanding these nuances, writers and speakers can ensure their sentences are both
grammatically correct and stylistically appropriate, leveraging "that" effectively while recognizing
its limitations. Mastery of relative pronoun usage enhances clarity and precision in communication,
essential qualities in both formal and informal contexts.

In summary:
- Use "that" for restrictive clauses, especially when defining or specifying a noun.
- Use "which" for non-restrictive, non-essential information.
- Avoid using "that" after prepositions or in non-essential clauses.
- Recognize that "that" cannot be used in incomplete or fragmentary sentences lacking a clear
antecedent, such as "I Want To Carry."

Understanding these rules ensures correct grammatical structure and enhances overall language
proficiency, making "that" a reliable yet precise tool in the grammarian's toolkit.
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