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Baldwin Street, nestled in the vibrant city of Dunedin, New Zealand, holds a unique and remarkable
distinction: it is officially recognized as the steepest street in the world. With an incline that measures
an astonishing 38 degrees, or approximately 380%, Baldwin Street has captured the fascination of
locals, tourists, and Guinness World Records alike. This extraordinary slope offers more than just a
visual spectacle; it embodies a fascinating blend of history, engineering marvels, and cultural
significance that makes it one of the most intriguing streets on the planet.

---

Understanding Baldwin Street: The World’s Steepest
Road

What Makes Baldwin Street So Steep?
Baldwin Street’s extreme gradient surpasses that of any other publicly accessible road globally. To
put it into perspective, a typical city street usually has an incline of less than 10%. In contrast,
Baldwin Street’s 38-degree incline makes it a true marvel of engineering and urban planning.

Key Points About the Steepness:
- Inclination: 38 degrees or approximately 380%
- Length: About 350 meters (1,150 feet)
- Elevation Change: Approximately 30 meters (98 feet) from bottom to top
- Location: Dunedin, Otago region, South Island, New Zealand

This steepness is so intense that it challenges conventional driving, walking, and even standing on the
street. The unique incline has required special considerations for residents, businesses, and municipal
authorities.

Historical Background of Baldwin Street
Baldwin Street was originally established in the late 19th century as part of the urban expansion of
Dunedin. Its name is believed to honor the Baldwin family, early settlers in the area. Over the
decades, the street’s steep gradient became evident, and it gradually gained recognition due to its
unusual slope.

Initially, Baldwin Street served as a residential area, with houses perched precariously on its steep



incline. Over time, residents and local authorities recognized its uniqueness, leading to its eventual
fame as the steepest street in the world.

---

Engineering and Construction Challenges

Designing a Street on a 38-Degree Incline
Constructing and maintaining Baldwin Street presented significant engineering challenges. The
extreme gradient required innovative solutions to ensure safety, accessibility, and functionality.

Major Engineering Considerations Included:
- Road Surface: The street is paved with tightly packed gravel and asphalt, designed to provide grip
and prevent slipping.
- Drainage: Proper drainage systems are critical to prevent water accumulation, which could further
increase hazards on such a steep slope.
- Foundations: Reinforced foundations help prevent erosion and ensure the stability of the street and
surrounding structures.
- Safety Measures: Guardrails, warning signs, and designated parking zones help mitigate risks
associated with the steep incline.

Unique Features of Baldwin Street
- Steep Driveways and Parking: Residents often have to use special parking techniques, including
angled or reverse parking.
- Construction Techniques: Some houses have built retaining walls to stabilize their foundations.
- Accessibility: Walking or cycling up Baldwin Street requires considerable effort, and residents often
use handrails or other supports.

Despite these challenges, Baldwin Street remains a thriving residential and tourist hotspot, a
testament to successful engineering and community resilience.

---

Tourism and Cultural Significance of Baldwin Street

Attraction for Visitors
Baldwin Street attracts thousands of visitors each year, eager to experience walking or driving along
the world’s steepest street. Visitors often take photos, videos, and even attempt to climb the incline
themselves.

Popular Activities on Baldwin Street:



1. Walking Tours: Visitors often participate in guided or self-guided walks to appreciate the street’s
steepness firsthand.
2. Baldwin Street Challenge: Some daring tourists attempt to run or cycle up the incline, testing their
strength and endurance.
3. Photographic Opportunities: The dramatic slope creates stunning images, especially when framed
with the scenic Dunedin surroundings.
4. Guinness World Record Events: Baldwin Street regularly hosts record-breaking attempts and
celebrations, further cementing its global reputation.

Local Cultural Impact
Baldwin Street is not just a tourist attraction; it’s a symbol of Dunedin’s unique character and
ingenuity. The local community embraces the street’s fame, organizing annual events such as the
Baldwin Street Gutbuster race, where participants run up the hill in a challenging endurance event.

Furthermore, the street’s iconic status has inspired local art, literature, and media coverage. It’s a
source of pride for residents who see Baldwin Street as a defining feature of their city.

---

Guinness World Record and Recognition

Official Record of the Steepest Street
In 1987, Baldwin Street was officially recognized by Guinness World Records as the steepest
residential street in the world. Over the years, its record has been reaffirmed through various
measurements and events.

Key Points About Its Record:
- The record is based on the maximum incline over a certain length.
- The measurement was conducted using precise surveying tools.
- The record has brought international attention to Dunedin and New Zealand.

Other Notable Records and Events
- Baldwin Street has hosted numerous record attempts, including fastest runs and cycling challenges.
- The street is often featured in travel documentaries and outdoor adventure programs.
- It has become a symbol of New Zealand’s natural and man-made wonders.

---

Living on Baldwin Street: Challenges and Lifestyle



Daily Life for Residents
Living on the steepest street in the world comes with unique daily challenges:
- Driving: Vehicles require careful maneuvering; some residents use special parking techniques.
- Walking: Climbing the hill demands physical effort, especially in adverse weather conditions.
- Property Maintenance: Maintaining foundations and drainage on such steep terrain demands extra
attention.
- Emergency Services: Access for emergency vehicles can be complicated, requiring specialized
planning.

Community and Resilience
Despite these challenges, residents take pride in their neighborhood’s uniqueness. The community is
tight-knit, often coming together for festivals, races, and celebrations centered around Baldwin
Street’s fame.

---

Conclusion: Baldwin Street’s Enduring Legacy
Baldwin Street in Dunedin, New Zealand, stands as a testament to human ingenuity, resilience, and
the natural topographical extremes our planet offers. Its record-breaking 38-degree incline continues
to captivate the world, drawing visitors from all corners to experience its steepness firsthand.
Whether you’re a thrill-seeker, an engineering enthusiast, or a traveler seeking unique sights, Baldwin
Street is a must-visit destination. Its legacy as the steepest street in the world not only highlights New
Zealand’s adventurous spirit but also reminds us of the extraordinary ways communities adapt to and
celebrate their environment.

Key Takeaways:
- Baldwin Street holds the official Guinness World Record for the steepest residential street.
- It features an incline of 38 degrees, making it a global engineering marvel.
- The street’s history, culture, and community spirit make it a unique symbol of Dunedin.
- Visiting Baldwin Street offers a memorable experience, whether by foot, bike, or vehicle.

For those eager to witness one of Earth's most extreme landscapes, Baldwin Street remains an iconic
landmark that showcases the incredible diversity and wonder of our world.

---

Meta Description: Discover Baldwin Street in Dunedin, NZ— the steepest street in the world with an
incline of 38 degrees. Learn about its history, engineering, and why it’s a must-visit destination.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the steepest street in the world?
The steepest street in the world is Baldwin Street in Dunedin, New Zealand.

How steep is Baldwin Street in Dunedin?
Baldwin Street is inclined at an angle of 38 degrees, making it the steepest street in the world.

Where is Baldwin Street located?
Baldwin Street is located in Dunedin, New Zealand.

Why is Baldwin Street considered the steepest street in the
world?
Because of its extreme incline of 38 degrees, Baldwin Street holds the Guinness World Record for the
steepest street in the world.

Can you walk or drive up Baldwin Street?
Yes, both pedestrians and vehicles can go up Baldwin Street, though walking can be quite challenging
due to its steepness.

When was Baldwin Street recognized as the steepest street?
Baldwin Street was officially recognized as the steepest street in the world by Guinness World Records
in the early 1980s.

Are there any events or activities held on Baldwin Street?
Yes, Baldwin Street hosts annual events like the Baldwin Street Gutbuster, a race that involves
running or walking up and down the street.

Is Baldwin Street a popular tourist attraction?
Absolutely, many tourists visit Dunedin specifically to see and experience Baldwin Street's extreme
incline.

Additional Resources
The Steepest Street In The World Is Baldwin Street In Dunedin, NZ. It Is Inclined At An Angle Of 380°

Dunedin, a vibrant city nestled in the southern part of New Zealand's South Island, is renowned for
many things: its rich Scottish heritage, historic architecture, lush landscapes, and lively university
scene. However, among its many attractions, Baldwin Street stands out as an extraordinary feat of
urban engineering and human ingenuity. Recognized by the Guinness World Records as the steepest
street in the world, Baldwin Street is not just a thoroughfare; it’s a symbol of Dunedin’s quirky charm



and adventurous spirit. This comprehensive review explores every facet of Baldwin Street — its
history, geography, cultural significance, and the unique challenges it presents.

---

Origins and Historical Background of Baldwin Street

Origins and Naming
Baldwin Street was established in the early 20th century, originally planned as a residential street. It
was named after William Baldwin, a local landowner who played a significant role in the development
of the area. Over time, the street became a popular residential area, known for its distinct incline that
sets it apart from other streets in New Zealand and the world.

Evolution Over Time
Initially, Baldwin Street’s steepness was not a focal point. It was simply a practical route connecting
different parts of Dunedin’s hillside neighborhoods. However, as Dunedin grew and the street’s
unique incline became apparent, it garnered attention from locals and visitors alike. Over the
decades, Baldwin Street has evolved from a mere residential road into a landmark, celebrated
annually through events and festivities.

---

Measuring the Steepness: The Record and Technical
Details

What Makes Baldwin Street the Steepest?
Baldwin Street’s claim to fame hinges on its remarkable gradient. According to measurements:

- Inclination: Approximately 38 degrees at its steepest point.
- Vertical Rise: About 30 meters (98 feet).
- Horizontal Length: Roughly 350 meters (1,150 feet).

The street’s steepness surpasses that of other famously steep streets worldwide, such as Ffordd Pen
Llech in Wales or Canton Street in Baltimore.

How Is Steepness Measured?
The measurement of a street’s incline involves precise techniques, including:



- Laser Profiling: Using laser rangefinders to determine the angle of elevation.
- Theodolites: Traditional surveying tools to measure angles accurately.
- GPS and Digital Mapping: Modern technology to analyze the terrain in three dimensions.

In Baldwin Street’s case, the measurements were taken along multiple points to verify its record-
breaking gradient, with the steepest section reaching an impressive 38 degrees.

---

Geography and Physical Characteristics

The Unique Topography
Baldwin Street’s geography is defined by Dunedin’s hilly terrain, part of the broader Otago Peninsula
landscape. The street climbs directly up a hillside, offering breathtaking views of the city, the harbor,
and beyond.

Key features include:
- Steep Incline: The most notable characteristic, making walking or driving a challenge.
- Gradient Variability: Certain sections are steeper than others, with the maximum tilt at the apex.
- Construction and Infrastructure: The street’s foundation had to be engineered carefully to prevent
erosion and maintain stability.

Engineering Challenges
Constructing and maintaining a street with such an extreme slope posed significant challenges:
- Drainage: Ensuring water runoff does not erode the road surface.
- Road Surface: Creating a surface that provides sufficient grip for vehicles and pedestrians.
- Retaining Walls: Use of retaining structures to stabilize the hillside.
- Accessibility: Designing stairs, ramps, and pathways to facilitate pedestrian movement.

---

Cultural Significance and Community Identity

Local Pride and Identity
Baldwin Street is more than just a physical feature; it’s a symbol of Dunedin’s resilient and inventive
community. Residents take pride in living on the steepest street, often highlighting it in local
marketing and tourism.



Tourism and International Fame
The street attracts thousands of visitors annually who come to:
- Experience the steep incline firsthand.
- Participate in events like the Baldwin Street Challenge, where people attempt to walk, run, or cycle
up the hill.
- Take photographs and document their visit.

The street’s fame has also led to media appearances, documentaries, and inclusion in travel guides,
boosting Dunedin’s profile as a destination.

Events and Celebrations
Several annual events celebrate Baldwin Street:
- Baldwin Street Challenge: A race to walk or run from the bottom to the top.
- Festive Decorations: During holidays, the street is adorned with lights and ornaments, creating a
festive atmosphere.
- Community Gatherings: Local festivals often include activities centered around the street’s
uniqueness.

---

Unique Challenges and Considerations for Residents
and Visitors

Living on a Steep Street
For residents, living on Baldwin Street presents unique challenges:
- Parking: Limited flat areas for parking vehicles.
- Accessibility: Difficult for elderly or disabled residents to navigate.
- Home Maintenance: Increased wear on foundations and driveways due to slope.
- Safety: Potential for slips and falls during wet or icy conditions.

Driving on Baldwin Street
Driving up Baldwin Street requires:
- Caution: The steep gradient demands careful acceleration and braking.
- Vehicle Choice: Smaller, manual vehicles are favored; larger vehicles may struggle.
- Tourist Traffic: Increased during peak seasons, necessitating patience and vigilance.

Safety Measures and Regulations
Local authorities have put in place:
- Speed Limits: To prevent accidents.
- Signage: Clear warnings about the steepness.



- Maintenance: Regular upkeep to ensure the street remains safe for all users.

---

Comparisons With Other Steep Streets Worldwide

While Baldwin Street holds the record, several other streets worldwide are notable for their steepness:

- Ffordd Pen Llech, Wales: Previously held the record with an inclination of about 37.45 degrees.
- Canton Street, Baltimore, US: Steep but not as extreme.
- Baldwin Street’s distinguishing feature is its consistent and measurable steepness, confirmed by
Guinness World Records.

This comparison highlights Baldwin Street’s unique standing and underscores the technical precision
behind its record.

---

Tourism and Economic Impact

Tourist Attractions and Activities
Baldwin Street has become a must-see for travelers to Dunedin:
- Walking Tours: Guided or self-guided tours exploring the neighborhood.
- Photography: Panoramic shots from the top and bottom.
- Cycling Events: Races and challenges that showcase the street’s incline.
- Local Businesses: Cafes, souvenir shops, and accommodations benefit from the influx of visitors.

Economic Benefits
The street’s fame contributes to:
- Increased Tourism Revenue: Hotels, restaurants, and shops see more patronage.
- Event Hosting: Potential for annual races and festivals.
- Media Exposure: Promoting Dunedin as an adventurous destination.

---

Preservation and Future Prospects



Maintaining Baldwin Street
Sustaining the integrity and safety of Baldwin Street involves:
- Regular Inspection: Ensuring structural stability.
- Surface Repairs: Managing wear and tear.
- Community Engagement: Involving residents in preservation efforts.

Potential Developments
Looking ahead, possibilities include:
- Enhanced Accessibility Features: Ramps and elevators for mobility-impaired visitors.
- Technological Integration: Augmented reality apps to educate visitors about the street’s history and
geology.
- Environmental Sustainability: Implementing eco-friendly drainage and landscaping solutions.

---

Conclusion: Baldwin Street — A Marvel of Human
Engineering and Cultural Icon

Baldwin Street in Dunedin, New Zealand, stands as a testament to the remarkable possibilities of
urban design and community spirit. Its record-breaking incline of approximately 38 degrees makes it
a world-renowned landmark, drawing thrill-seekers, tourists, and locals alike. Beyond its technical
achievement, Baldwin Street embodies Dunedin’s adventurous ethos, blending history, geography,
and culture into a uniquely captivating experience.

Visiting Baldwin Street offers more than just the thrill of walking or driving up a steep incline; it
provides a glimpse into human ingenuity, resilience, and the playful nature of a community proud of
its distinctive feature. As a living, breathing monument to the extraordinary, Baldwin Street continues
to inspire awe and curiosity — a true marvel of the modern world.

---

Whether you're a thrill-seeker, history enthusiast, or simply a curious traveler, Baldwin Street
promises an unforgettable adventure that defies expectations and elevates the spirit of exploration.
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