
The Thesis Statement Would Likely Go
Something Like (Blank) Changed Over
The Course Of A Tale Of Two
The Thesis Statement Would Likely Go Something Like (Blank) Changed Over The
Course Of A Tale Of Two is a compelling way to frame the evolution of themes,
characters, or messages within Charles Dickens' renowned novel, A Tale of Two Cities.
This classic work, set against the tumultuous backdrop of the French Revolution, offers a
rich tapestry of transformation—be it personal, societal, or ideological—that can be
effectively encapsulated through a well-crafted thesis statement. In this article, we will
explore how various elements in the novel change and develop over the course of the
narrative, providing insights into the underlying themes and the author’s commentary on
revolution, sacrifice, and redemption.

---

Understanding the Significance of a Strong
Thesis Statement in Literary Analysis

What Is a Thesis Statement?
A thesis statement is a concise summary of the main argument or point of an essay or
analysis. In the context of A Tale of Two Cities, it encapsulates the core idea about how
specific aspects of the story or characters change throughout the narrative. A well-
formulated thesis guides the structure of your analysis and provides clarity to your
readers.

The Role of Change in Literary Works
Literary works often depict change as a central theme, reflecting human experiences,
societal shifts, or ideological transformations. Recognizing and articulating these changes
is vital to understanding the deeper messages of the work. In Dickens’ novel, change
manifests in characters’ personal growth, societal upheaval, and the moral dilemmas faced
by individuals.

---

Key Elements That Change Over the Course Of A



Tale of Two Cities

1. Character Development and Transformation
Characters in Dickens’ novel undergo significant changes, often embodying broader
themes of sacrifice, redemption, and revolution.

Charles Darnay: Starts as a noble, aristocratic figure intent on escaping his family’s
corrupt legacy, but ultimately sacrifices his life for others, embodying moral courage.

Sydney Carton: Begins as a dissipation-driven, cynical lawyer, but evolves into a
heroic figure through self-sacrifice, culminating in his famous line, “It is a far, far
better thing I do...”

Dr. Manette: Transforms from a broken, imprisoned man to a symbol of hope and
resilience, ultimately reconciling with his past and his family.

2. Societal and Political Changes
The novel portrays a society in upheaval, illustrating how revolutionary fervor reshapes
France and England.

French Society: From opulence and tyranny to chaos and violence, highlighting the
fall of the ancien régime and the rise of revolutionary ideals.

England’s Perspective: Provides a contrast, depicting stability but also the
influence of revolutionary ideas on the British consciousness.

3. Thematic Evolution
Over the course of the story, core themes develop and deepen, reflecting the complex
nature of change.

Revolution and Violence: Initially viewed as necessary for justice, but later shown
to be destructive and dehumanizing.

Resurrection and Redemption: The theme that individuals and society can be
reborn from suffering and sacrifice.

Sacrifice: Moves from individual acts to broader societal implications, illustrating
how personal sacrifices contribute to collective change.



---

Formulating the Thesis Statement: Examples and
Approaches

Examples of Effective Thesis Statements
Depending on the focus of your analysis, your thesis statement might vary. Here are some
illustrative examples:

The thesis statement would likely go something like: Charles Darnay's moral courage1.
and Sydney Carton's self-sacrifice change him from self-interested individuals to
symbols of revolutionary virtue.

The thesis statement would likely go something like: The societal upheaval depicted2.
in A Tale of Two Cities changes France from a land of tyranny to one of chaos,
illustrating the destructive side of revolutionary change.

The thesis statement would likely go something like: The novel demonstrates how3.
personal transformation and societal upheaval are interconnected, with characters
evolving through their experiences amidst the revolution’s violence.

Tips for Crafting Your Thesis
- Focus on specific changes rather than broad themes.
- Use clear, precise language.
- Incorporate the main characters or themes to anchor your argument.
- Ensure your thesis reflects the scope of your analysis.

---

Analyzing the Change: A Step-by-Step Approach

1. Identify the Aspect of Change
Decide whether you are analyzing character development, societal shifts, thematic
evolution, or a combination.



2. Trace the Development Over the Narrative
Create a timeline or outline showing how the particular element evolves from the
beginning to the end of the story.

3. Connect the Change to Larger Themes
Explain how individual or societal transformations reflect the novel’s overarching
messages about human nature, justice, or redemption.

4. Support with Evidence
Use quotations, plot points, or character actions to substantiate your claims about change.

---

Conclusion: The Power of Change in A Tale of Two
Cities
In summary, the phrase "The Thesis Statement Would Likely Go Something Like (Blank)
Changed Over The Course Of A Tale Of Two" emphasizes the importance of understanding
and articulating transformation within Dickens’ novel. Whether examining character arcs,
societal upheaval, or thematic development, recognizing how elements change over the
course of the story deepens our appreciation of Dickens’ commentary on revolution,
sacrifice, and hope. A well-crafted thesis not only guides your analysis but also captures
the essence of the novel’s enduring relevance: that change, whether personal or societal,
is an inevitable and transformative aspect of the human condition.

---

Remember: When writing your own analysis, tailor your thesis to the specific aspect of
change you find most compelling in A Tale of Two Cities. Use evidence from the text to
support your claims, and consider how Dickens’ portrayal of change resonates with the
broader historical and social contexts of the French Revolution.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does the thesis statement evolve throughout 'A
Tale of Two Cities'?
The thesis statement shifts from highlighting themes of resurrection and sacrifice to
emphasizing the enduring power of love and redemption in the novel.



What is a common thesis statement for analyzing
character development in 'A Tale of Two Cities'?
A typical thesis might be: 'Charles Darnay and Sydney Carton represent contrasting
responses to sacrifice and redemption, illustrating the novel's exploration of personal
transformation.'

How can the thesis statement reflect the novel's
historical context?
It can emphasize how Dickens uses the French Revolution as a backdrop to explore
themes of justice, tyranny, and societal change, with the thesis evolving to highlight these
elements.

What role does the thesis statement play in analyzing
the novel’s themes?
The thesis statement guides the analysis by pinpointing specific themes like sacrifice,
resurrection, or social justice, and how they develop over the course of the story.

How might a thesis statement about 'A Tale of Two
Cities' change depending on the focus of the essay?
Depending on the focus—be it character analysis, thematic exploration, or historical
context—the thesis would adjust to reflect the particular aspect of the novel being
examined, such as emphasizing personal sacrifice or the impact of revolutionary upheaval.

Additional Resources
The Thesis Statement Would Likely Go Something Like (Blank) Changed Over The Course
Of A Tale Of Two: A Deep Dive into Character and Theme Transformation

In the realm of literary analysis, crafting a compelling thesis statement is essential to
guiding your interpretation and providing clarity to your readers. When examining a
complex narrative like A Tale of Two Cities, the thesis statement would likely go
something like "(Blank) changed over the course of a Tale of Two Cities" because the
novel's rich character development and thematic evolution demand an analytical focus on
transformation. This article aims to unpack how to craft such a thesis, what elements to
consider, and how to systematically analyze the changes experienced by characters and
themes throughout the story.

---

Understanding the Significance of Change in A Tale of Two Cities

Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities is renowned for its exploration of sacrifice,
resurrection, and social upheaval during the tumultuous period of the French Revolution.



Central to these themes are the transformations characters undergo—physically, morally,
and emotionally—and how these changes reflect broader societal shifts.

A thesis statement like "(Blank) changed over the course of a Tale of Two Cities"
acknowledges that characters are dynamic, evolving entities rather than static figures.
Recognizing this evolution is crucial because it allows for a nuanced analysis of how
Dickens uses character change to mirror the novel's overarching themes and historical
context.

---

Crafting Your Thesis Statement: The Framework

1. Identify the Character or Theme

Start by selecting the character or theme you wish to analyze. For example:

- A key character: Sydney Carton, Charles Darnay, Madame Defarge, or Dr. Manette.
- A central theme: Redemption, Revenge, Sacrifice, or Resurrection.

2. Determine the Nature of the Change

Reflect on how this element changes from the beginning to the end of the novel. Is the
change moral, psychological, social, or spiritual? Consider:

- The motivations behind the change.
- The catalysts that prompt transformation.
- The impact of the change on the character's arc or the story’s message.

3. Formulate a Clear, Analytical Statement

Your thesis should be specific and arguable. For example:

- Instead of “Sydney Carton changes over the course of the novel,” say: "Sydney Carton
evolves from a disillusioned, self-destructive lawyer to a selfless hero through his
sacrificial act, illustrating Dickens’ theme of redemption."

4. Connect Change to Broader Themes

Link the character’s transformation to the novel’s larger themes and historical context.
This enriches your analysis and demonstrates a comprehensive understanding.

---

Examples of Thesis Statements Using the (Blank) Framework

- "Charles Darnay changed from a conflicted aristocrat to a committed revolutionary,
embodying the tumult of societal upheaval."
- "Madame Defarge's transformation from a grieving wife to a vengeful revolutionary
highlights the destructive power of revenge."
- "Dr. Manette's journey from captivity to freedom symbolizes the possibility of



resurrection and renewal in a fractured society."
- "Sydney Carton changed over the course of A Tale of Two Cities from a cynical lawyer to
a self-sacrificing hero, illustrating Dickens’ message of redemption through sacrifice."

---

Analyzing Character Change: Step-by-Step Guide

Step 1: Establish the Starting Point

Describe the character’s initial state at the beginning of the novel:

- Their personality traits.
- Their beliefs or attitudes.
- Their circumstances.

Step 2: Identify Key Moments of Transformation

Pinpoint moments that mark significant change:

- Encounters with other characters.
- Critical events or revelations.
- Internal conflicts or epiphanies.

Step 3: Examine the End State

Describe how the character has evolved by the novel’s conclusion:

- New beliefs or attitudes.
- Changed behaviors or decisions.
- Outcomes of their transformation.

Step 4: Connect the Change to the Narrative and Themes

Explain how this transformation advances the plot or reinforces central themes:

- Does the change enable a moral or philosophical message?
- Does it reflect societal or historical shifts?
- How does it influence other characters or the overall story?

---

Analyzing Thematic Transformation: Focus on Broader Ideas

While character transformation is central, thematic shifts are equally important. For
example:

- Redemption: How does the idea of redemption evolve through characters like Carton or
Dr. Manette?
- Revolution and Violence: How do perceptions of justice and revenge change throughout
the novel?



- Resurrection: How are concepts of rebirth reflected in characters’ arcs?

For these, your thesis might be: "The theme of resurrection evolves over the course of the
novel, illustrating Dickens’ belief in the possibility of moral renewal amidst chaos."

---

Structuring Your Analytical Essay or Blog Post

Introduction

- Introduce the novel and its major themes.
- Present your thesis statement, e.g., "(Blank) changed over the course of a Tale of Two
Cities," specifying the character or theme.

Body Paragraphs

- Character/Theme Background: Describe the initial state.
- Key Moments of Change: Analyze pivotal scenes that trigger transformation.
- End State and Significance: Explain how the change concludes and its relevance.
- Connection to Themes: Tie the transformation back to larger themes or historical
context.

Conclusion

- Summarize how the character or theme evolved.
- Reiterate the significance of this change within the novel’s message.
- Possibly, reflect on the contemporary relevance of the transformation.

---

Final Tips for Developing Your Thesis and Analysis

- Be specific: Avoid vague statements; pinpoint concrete changes.
- Use textual evidence: Support your claims with quotes and examples.
- Consider multiple levels of change: Personal, moral, societal.
- Link change to themes: Show how character or thematic development reinforces the
novel’s messages.
- Keep your thesis focused and manageable: Avoid trying to cover too many changes at
once.

---

In Summary

The thesis statement would likely go something like "(Blank) changed over the course of a
Tale of Two Cities" because Dickens masterfully depicts transformation—whether of
characters or ideas—highlighting themes of redemption, sacrifice, and resurrection. By
carefully analyzing how characters evolve from their initial states to their endings, and
understanding how these changes reflect broader societal shifts, you can craft insightful
essays that deepen the appreciation of Dickens’ complex narrative. Whether focusing on



Sydney Carton’s ultimate sacrifice or Madame Defarge’s descent into revenge, examining
change is key to unlocking the novel’s enduring power.
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