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The Wilson family had five children, and many wonder about the probabilities associated with their family
composition. Specifically, if we assume that the chance of any child being a girl is 0.5, what are the possible
outcomes? How likely is it that all five children are girls? Or that they have exactly three girls and two
boys? Understanding these probabilities involves delving into concepts of binomial probability, combinations,
and basic statistics. This article explores these questions in detail, providing a comprehensive guide to
calculating the probability of various scenarios within the Wilson family's context.

Understanding the Basics: Probability and Binomial Distribution

What Is Probability?
Probability is a measure of how likely an event is to occur, expressed as a number between 0 and 1. A
probability of 0 means the event cannot happen, while a probability of 1 indicates certainty. In the context of
the Wilson family's children, the probability that a randomly chosen child is a girl is 0.5, and the probability
that a child is a boy is also 0.5, assuming equal likelihood.

Introduction to Binomial Distribution
The binomial distribution models the number of successes (e.g., girls) in a fixed number of independent trials
(children), each with the same probability of success. Its key parameters are:
- Number of trials (n): in this case, 5 children.
- Number of successes (k): number of girls among the children.
- Probability of success (p): 0.5 for each child being a girl.

The probability of getting exactly k girls in n children is given by the binomial probability formula:
\[ P(k) = \binom{n}{k} \times p^k \times (1 - p)^{n - k} \]
where \(\binom{n}{k}\) is the binomial coefficient, representing the number of ways to choose k successes from n
trials.

Calculating Probabilities for Different Family Compositions

Probability of All Children Being Girls
To find the probability that all five children are girls:
- k = 5
- Using the formula:
\[ P(5) = \binom{5}{5} \times 0.5^5 \times 0.5^{0} = 1 \times 0.03125 \times 1 = 0.03125 \]
Thus, there's a 3.125% chance that all five children are girls.

Probability of Exactly Four Girls and One Boy
- k = 4



- Calculation:
\[ P(4) = \binom{5}{4} \times 0.5^4 \times 0.5^1 = 5 \times 0.0625 \times 0.5 = 0.15625 \]
So, there is a 15.625% chance of having exactly four girls and one boy.

Probability of Exactly Three Girls and Two Boys
- k = 3
- Calculation:
\[ P(3) = \binom{5}{3} \times 0.5^3 \times 0.5^2 = 10 \times 0.125 \times 0.25 = 0.3125 \]
This means there's a 31.25% chance of having exactly three girls and two boys.

Probability of Fewer Girls
Similarly, probabilities for other counts of girls can be calculated:
- Two girls, three boys:
\[ P(2) = \binom{5}{2} \times 0.5^2 \times 0.5^3 = 10 \times 0.25 \times 0.125 = 0.3125 \]
- One girl, four boys:
\[ P(1) = \binom{5}{1} \times 0.5^1 \times 0.5^4 = 5 \times 0.5 \times 0.0625 = 0.15625 \]
- No girls, five boys:
\[ P(0) = \binom{5}{0} \times 0.5^0 \times 0.5^5 = 1 \times 1 \times 0.03125 = 0.03125 \]

Understanding Cumulative Probabilities

What Is Cumulative Probability?
Cumulative probability refers to the likelihood of an event occurring up to a certain point. For example, the
probability of having at most two girls among five children is the sum of probabilities for 0, 1, and 2 girls.

Calculating Cumulative Probabilities
Using the previous calculations:
\[ P(\text{at most 2 girls}) = P(0) + P(1) + P(2) = 0.03125 + 0.15625 + 0.3125 = 0.5 \]
This indicates there's a 50% chance that the Wilson family has two or fewer girls among their five children.

Applying Real-Life Context and Variations

Family Planning and Expectations
Understanding these probabilities can help families grasp the likelihood of various outcomes. For example, if a
family hopes for at least three girls, the probability can be calculated as:
\[ P(\text{3 or more girls}) = P(3) + P(4) + P(5) = 0.3125 + 0.15625 + 0.03125 = 0.5 \]
So, there's a 50% chance of having three or more girls in a family of five children.

Influence of Changing Probabilities
While we assume a 0.5 chance for each child being a girl, real-world factors or genetic considerations could
shift this probability slightly. Adjusting p in the binomial formula allows for modeling different scenarios and
understanding how likely certain family compositions are under various assumptions.



Conclusion: The Power of Probability in Family Planning

Understanding the probability of different family compositions based on the assumption that each child has a
0.5 chance of being a girl provides valuable insights into family planning and expectations. Using the binomial
distribution formula, families like the Wilsons can estimate the likelihood of various outcomes, such as having
all girls, all boys, or a mix of genders. These calculations not only satisfy curiosity but also serve as a
practical application of statistical concepts in everyday life. Whether for personal planning or simply
understanding the fascinating world of probability, grasping these fundamentals empowers families to make
informed expectations about their future.

Key takeaways:
- The probability of all 5 children being girls is 3.125%.
- The most probable family composition is having exactly three girls and two boys, with a probability of
31.25%.
- The binomial distribution provides a straightforward way to calculate these probabilities.
- Cumulative probabilities help understand the likelihood of a range of outcomes.
- Adjusting the probability p allows modeling of different real-world scenarios.

By mastering these concepts, families like the Wilsons can better understand the statistical nature of family
compositions and appreciate the role of chance in everyday life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the probability that all five children in the Wilson family are girls?

The probability that all five children are girls is (0.5)^5 = 0.03125 or 3.125%.

How many different gender combinations are possible for the Wilson family's
five children?

There are 2^5 = 32 possible combinations of boys and girls among the five children.

What is the probability that exactly three of the Wilson children are girls?

Using the binomial probability formula, P(3 girls) = C(5,3) (0.5)^3 (0.5)^2 = 10 0.125 0.25 = 0.3125 or
31.25%.

What is the probability that the Wilson family has at least one girl?

The probability of having at least one girl is 1 - probability of all boys = 1 - (0.5)^5 = 1 - 0.03125 =
0.96875 or 96.875%.

If the Wilson family has 5 children, what is the expected number of girls?

The expected number of girls is 5 0.5 = 2.5 girls.

What is the probability that the Wilson family has exactly two boys?

This is equivalent to having three girls, so P(2 boys) = C(5,2) (0.5)^2 (0.5)^3 = 10 0.25 0.125 = 0.3125 or
31.25%.



How does the probability change if the probability of a child being a girl
increases to 0.6?

The probabilities would need to be recalculated using 0.6 instead of 0.5, affecting all binomial probability
calculations accordingly.

What is the probability that the Wilson family has exactly four girls?

Using the binomial formula: P(4 girls) = C(5,4) (0.5)^4 (0.5)^1 = 5 0.0625 0.5 = 0.15625 or 15.625%.

If the Wilson family has five children, what is the probability that the
number of girls is even?

The probability that the number of girls is even (0, 2, 4) is the sum of probabilities for those cases: P(0 girls) +
P(2 girls) + P(4 girls) = 0.03125 + 0.3125 + 0.15625 = 0.5 or 50%.

Additional Resources
The Wilson Family Had 5 Children. Assuming That The Probability Of A Child Being A Girl Is 0.5, Find — these
words introduce a classic probability problem that combines real-world family dynamics with fundamental
principles of statistics. This type of problem is common in introductory probability courses and provides
valuable insights into how probability works in everyday scenarios. In this guide, we will explore the problem in
detail, breaking down the concepts, calculations, and interpretations involved, to help you understand how
to approach similar questions confidently.

---

Introduction to the Problem

Imagine the Wilson family, who have five children. The question is based on the assumption that each child has
an equal chance of being a girl or a boy, with the probability of a child being a girl as 0.5. The problem asks us
to analyze various probabilities related to this family — for example, the likelihood of having a certain number
of girls, the probability that all children are girls, or the probability that at least one is a girl.

This scenario is a classic example of a binomial probability problem because:

- Each child's gender is a Bernoulli trial (success = girl, failure = boy).
- The trials are independent.
- The probability of success (girl) remains constant at 0.5 for each trial.

---

Fundamental Concepts Needed

Before delving into calculations, let’s clarify some core probability concepts:

1. Probability of a Single Event

- The chance that any one child is a girl: p = 0.5
- The chance that any one child is a boy: q = 1 - p = 0.5

2. Independent Events

The gender of each child is independent of the others, meaning the outcome of one does not influence the others.

3. Binomial Distribution



The probability of getting exactly k girls in n children follows the binomial distribution:

\[ P(X = k) = \binom{n}{k} p^k (1 - p)^{n - k} \]

Where:
- \( \binom{n}{k} \) is the binomial coefficient, representing the number of ways to choose k successes out of n
trials.
- \( p \) is the probability of success on an individual trial.

---

Step-by-Step Breakdown of the Problem

Step 1: Understanding the Sample Space

For 5 children, each with two possible genders, the total number of possible gender arrangements is:

\[ 2^5 = 32 \]

Each arrangement is equally likely if we assume the probability of each child being a girl or boy is 0.5.

Step 2: Possible Outcomes

The different outcomes can be categorized based on the number of girls:

- 0 girls, 5 boys
- 1 girl, 4 boys
- 2 girls, 3 boys
- 3 girls, 2 boys
- 4 girls, 1 boy
- 5 girls, 0 boys

---

Calculating Probabilities of Specific Events

1. Probability that All Children Are Girls

This is the probability that all 5 children are girls:

\[
P(\text{all 5 are girls}) = p^5 = (0.5)^5 = \boxed{\frac{1}{32} \approx 0.03125}
\]

2. Probability of Having Exactly k Girls

Using the binomial formula:

\[
P(\text{exactly } k \text{ girls}) = \binom{5}{k} (0.5)^k (0.5)^{5 - k} = \binom{5}{k} (0.5)^5
\]

Because \( p = 0.5 \), the calculation simplifies to:

\[
P(k) = \binom{5}{k} \times \frac{1}{32}
\]

For different values of k:



| Number of Girls (k) | Binomial Coefficient \( \binom{5}{k} \) | Probability \( P(k) \) |
|---------------------|----------------------------------------|------------------------|
| 0 | 1 | \( 1 \times \frac{1}{32} = \frac{1}{32} \) |
| 1 | 5 | \( 5 \times \frac{1}{32} = \frac{5}{32} \) |
| 2 | 10 | \( 10 \times \frac{1}{32} = \frac{10}{32} \) |
| 3 | 10 | \( 10 \times \frac{1}{32} = \frac{10}{32} \) |
| 4 | 5 | \( 5 \times \frac{1}{32} = \frac{5}{32} \) |
| 5 | 1 | \( 1 \times \frac{1}{32} = \frac{1}{32} \) |

---

Applications and Probabilities of Interest

1. Probability of Having At Least One Girl

This is a common question — what’s the probability that the family has at least one girl?

\[
P(\text{at least one girl}) = 1 - P(\text{no girls})
\]

Since the only way to have no girls is if all children are boys:

\[
P(\text{all boys}) = (0.5)^5 = \frac{1}{32}
\]

Therefore:

\[
P(\text{at least one girl}) = 1 - \frac{1}{32} = \frac{31}{32} \approx 0.96875
\]

2. Probability of Having Exactly Three Girls

Using the binomial distribution:

\[
P(k=3) = \binom{5}{3} \times (0.5)^5 = 10 \times \frac{1}{32} = \frac{10}{32} = \frac{5}{16} \approx
0.3125
\]

3. Probability of All Children Being Girls or Boys

- All girls: \( \frac{1}{32} \)
- All boys: \( \frac{1}{32} \)

Total:

\[
\frac{2}{32} = \frac{1}{16}
\]

---

Broader Interpretations and Real-World Connections

1. Expected Number of Girls



The expected value (mean) in a binomial distribution is:

\[
E[X] = n \times p = 5 \times 0.5 = 2.5
\]

This indicates the Wilson family is most likely to have around 2 or 3 girls, but the exact number can vary.

2. Variance and Standard Deviation

Variance gives us an idea of the spread:

\[
Var(X) = n \times p \times (1 - p) = 5 \times 0.5 \times 0.5 = 1.25
\]

Standard deviation:

\[
\sigma = \sqrt{1.25} \approx 1.118
\]

This suggests that the number of girls in similar families varies around 2.5, with typical deviations of about 1.

3. Implications in Family Planning and Demographic Studies

While the Wilson family scenario is simplified, understanding these probabilities can inform expectations in
larger populations, guide studies on family size and gender ratios, and help in understanding the randomness
inherent in biological processes.

---

Extending the Problem: Variations and Advanced Concepts

1. Changing the Probability

What if the probability of a girl isn’t 0.5? For instance, if cultural factors influence gender ratios, how
would this change calculations?

- Adjust the probability \( p \).
- Use the binomial formula with the new \( p \).

2. Conditional Probabilities

Suppose we want the probability that the family has at least three girls given that they have at least one
girl.

\[
P(\text{at least 3 girls} \mid \text{at least 1 girl}) = \frac{P(\text{at least 3 girls})}{P(\text{at least 1
girl})}
\]

Calculate:

\[
P(\text{at least 3 girls}) = P(3) + P(4) + P(5) = \frac{10 + 5 + 1}{32} = \frac{16}{32} = \frac{1}{2}
\]

And, as previously calculated:



\[
P(\text{at least 1 girl}) = \frac{31}{32}
\]

Thus:

\[
P(\text{at least 3 girls} \mid \text{at least 1 girl}) = \frac{\frac{16}{32}}{\frac{31}{32}} =
\frac{16}{31} \approx 0.516
\]

---

Summary and Key Takeaways

- The problem of calculating probabilities related to the Wilson family's five children is a classic application
of binomial probability.
- The total number of possible gender arrangements is \( 2^5 = 32 \).
- The probability that exactly \(k\) children are girls is given by \( \binom{5}{k} \times (0.5)^5 \).
- Probabilities of specific events, such as
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