
Three Of The Following Statements Are Fused
Sentences. Choose The One Correctly Punctuated
Statement

Three Of The Following Statements Are Fused Sentences. Choose The One Correctly Punctuated Statement is
a common instruction found in grammar exercises, editing tasks, and writing tutorials. This prompt challenges
writers and students to identify the correctly punctuated sentence among three options where typically two
are fused sentences—also known as run-on sentences—and one is properly constructed. Understanding how to
recognize, correct, and avoid fused sentences is essential for clear, professional, and grammatically sound
writing. In this comprehensive article, we will explore what fused sentences are, how to identify them,
techniques for correcting them, and tips for ensuring your sentences are properly punctuated.

---

Understanding Fused Sentences

What Is a Fused Sentence?

A fused sentence occurs when two independent clauses are joined together without any punctuation or
coordinating conjunction. This grammatical error results in a run-on sentence that can confuse readers and
obscure the intended meaning.

Example of a fused sentence:
- She loves to read she often visits the library.

Here, both parts ("She loves to read" and "she often visits the library") are complete thoughts, but they are
improperly connected without punctuation or conjunctions.

Difference Between Fused Sentences and Run-On Sentences

While often used interchangeably, some linguists distinguish between fused sentences and run-on sentences:

- Fused Sentence: No punctuation or coordinating conjunction; two independent clauses are simply glued
together.
- Run-On Sentence: Can be fused or may contain a comma splice (where two independent clauses are joined only
by a comma).

Note: Both types are errors that compromise sentence clarity.

---

Identifying Fused Sentences



Key Characteristics
When reviewing sentences, look for the following clues that suggest a fused sentence:

- Two complete thoughts joined without punctuation.
- Lack of coordinating conjunctions (and, but, or, nor, for, so, yet).
- Absence of appropriate punctuation such as a period, semicolon, or comma with a coordinating conjunction.
- Run-on feel or confusion upon reading.

Examples of Fused Sentences
1. Incorrect: The sun set behind the mountains the sky turned orange.
2. Incorrect: I wanted to go for a walk it started raining.
3. Incorrect: He finished his homework he was ready to play.

How to Detect Them
- Read sentences aloud. If there’s a pause where a punctuation mark should be, it’s a sign.
- Break down long sentences into parts; if two complete thoughts are joined without punctuation, a fused
sentence is likely.
- Use grammar checking tools or software to flag run-on sentences.

---

How to Correct Fused Sentences

Methods for Fixing Fused Sentences
There are several ways to correct fused sentences, depending on the context and the writer’s intent.

Insert a Period: Separate the two independent clauses into two sentences.1.

Use a Semicolon: Connect the clauses with a semicolon if they are closely related.2.

Add a Coordinating Conjunction: Use a comma followed by a coordinating conjunction (for, and, nor,3.
but, or, yet, so).

Use a Subordinating Conjunction: Turn one clause into a subordinate clause, adding a subordinating4.
conjunction (because, since, although, etc.).

Examples of Corrected Sentences
- Original Fused: The rain stopped the children went outside.

Corrected: The rain stopped. The children went outside.

or

The rain stopped; the children went outside.



or

When the rain stopped, the children went outside.

- Original Fused: I enjoy reading I also like writing.

Corrected: I enjoy reading, and I also like writing.

or

I enjoy reading; I also like writing.

or

I enjoy reading because I like writing.

---

Choosing the Correctly Punctuated Statement

Sample Statements for Practice
Below are three statements. Your task is to identify which one is correctly punctuated, free of fused
sentences.

1. Option A: She was tired she decided to rest.
2. Option B: She was tired, so she decided to rest.
3. Option C: She was tired she decided to rest.

Analysis:
- Option A is a fused sentence.
- Option B uses proper punctuation and conjunctions.
- Option C is a fused sentence.

Correct Answer: Option B.

Why It Matters
Choosing the correctly punctuated sentence ensures clarity and professionalism in your writing. It also
demonstrates your understanding of basic grammar rules, which is essential for academic, business, and creative
writing.

---

Tips for Avoiding Fused Sentences

Best Practices
- Review sentences carefully: Check for missing punctuation or conjunctions.
- Use punctuation tools: Grammar checkers can flag run-on sentences.
- Read aloud: Listening to your sentences can reveal where pauses or punctuation are needed.



- Understand conjunctions: Knowing coordinating and subordinating conjunctions helps in correct sentence
joining.
- Practice sentence combining: Exercises that involve joining short sentences can improve your understanding of
proper punctuation.

Common Mistakes to Watch For
- Joining two independent clauses with just a space.
- Overusing commas without coordinating conjunctions, leading to comma splices.
- Failing to recognize when a sentence becomes a run-on or fused sentence.

---

Conclusion

Recognizing, correcting, and avoiding fused sentences is a fundamental aspect of good writing. Whether you are
a student preparing an essay, a professional drafting a report, or a writer creating compelling stories,
mastering punctuation rules ensures your message is clear and effective. Remember, the key to identifying a fused
sentence lies in understanding whether two independent clauses are improperly joined. The best way to fix these
issues is by inserting appropriate punctuation or conjunctions to create well-structured sentences.

When faced with multiple options—such as in exercises asking to select the correctly punctuated sentence—be
vigilant. The one that properly separates ideas with correct punctuation and conjunctions is the correct
choice. Practicing these skills will make your writing more polished, professional, and easier to understand.

---

Meta Description:
Learn how to identify and correct fused sentences with practical tips and examples. Discover the importance of
proper punctuation and how to choose the correctly punctuated statement among common grammatical
errors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a fused sentence and how can it be identified?

A fused sentence occurs when two independent clauses are joined without any punctuation or coordinating
conjunction. It can be identified by checking if two complete ideas are improperly combined without proper
punctuation or connectors.

Which of the following is correctly punctuated: 'She loves reading she goes
to the library every weekend'?

None of the options in the question are correctly punctuated; the correct version would be: 'She loves reading,
and she goes to the library every weekend.'

What is the correct way to fix a fused sentence?

To correct a fused sentence, you can add a period, a semicolon, or a coordinating conjunction with a comma to
properly separate the independent clauses.



Given multiple statements, how do you identify which one is correctly
punctuated?

You identify the correctly punctuated statement by checking if independent clauses are properly connected with
appropriate punctuation and conjunctions, avoiding fused or run-on errors.

Why is it important to correct fused sentences in writing?

Correcting fused sentences improves clarity, readability, and grammatical correctness, ensuring the reader
easily understands the intended message.

Which of the following is an example of a correctly punctuated sentence
among the options?

The correctly punctuated sentence is: 'She enjoys painting, and she often exhibits her work.'

Additional Resources
Fused Sentences: An In-Depth Analysis of Correct Punctuation and Common Pitfalls

Language, with all its nuances and complexities, often challenges even seasoned writers and editors. Among the
many pitfalls that can compromise clarity and grammatical correctness, fused sentences—also known as run-
on sentences—stand out as particularly insidious. They occur when two independent clauses are joined
without proper punctuation or coordinating conjunctions, creating confusion and disrupting the flow of the
narrative. In this comprehensive review, we explore the nature of fused sentences, how to identify them, and most
critically, how to distinguish the correctly punctuated statement from its erroneous counterparts.

---

Understanding Fused Sentences: Definition and Significance

A fused sentence is a grammatical error that happens when two independent clauses are combined without
appropriate punctuation or coordinating conjunctions. For example:

> The sun set slowly the sky turned orange.

This sentence contains two complete thoughts but lacks the necessary punctuation or conjunctions to
connect them properly, resulting in a fused sentence.

Why does this matter?
Fused sentences impair readability and can lead to ambiguity. They often cause readers to stumble or
misinterpret the intended meaning, undermining the clarity of the writing. Recognizing and correcting fused
sentences is essential for producing polished, professional, and accessible prose.

---

Common Causes of Fused Sentences

Understanding the typical reasons for fused sentences can help writers avoid them:

- Lack of punctuation: Omitting periods, semicolons, or commas with coordinating conjunctions.



- Forgetting coordinating conjunctions: Using a comma without a conjunction (known as a comma splice).
- Rapid writing or editing oversight: Rushing through drafts can overlook necessary punctuation.

---

Identifying Fused Sentences

Detecting fused sentences involves examining whether a sentence contains multiple independent clauses improperly
joined. Here are telltale signs:

- Two complete thoughts written together without punctuation.
- Absence of coordinating conjunctions (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) after a comma.
- A sentence that feels long or cumbersome, often indicating multiple clauses improperly fused.

Example of a fused sentence:
She loves to read she spends hours at the library.

Correction:
She loves to read, and she spends hours at the library.

---

Choosing the Correctly Punctuated Statement

In many educational or editing contexts, a question may present three statements, two of which are fused
sentences, and one that is properly punctuated. The challenge is to identify the correct one. Let's explore a
hypothetical example with three statements:

1. She wanted to go to the park she decided to stay home.
2. She wanted to go to the park, and she decided to stay home.
3. She wanted to go to the park; she decided to stay home.

Analysis:
- Statement 1 is a fused sentence (two independent clauses joined without proper punctuation).
- Statement 2 correctly uses a coordinating conjunction with a comma, making it correctly punctuated.
- Statement 3 employs a semicolon, correctly linking two independent clauses.

Thus, the correctly punctuated statement is Statement 2 or Statement 3 depending on context, but both are
correct. In a multiple-choice question, the focus is often on identifying the single best option that is
grammatically correct and clear.

---

Deep Dive: Punctuation Options and Their Proper Use

Understanding the punctuation marks used to correct fused sentences is crucial:

1. Period (Full Stop)
Separates two independent clauses into distinct sentences.
Example:
He finished his homework. He went out to play.



2. Semicolon
Links two closely related independent clauses without a coordinating conjunction.
Example:
He finished his homework; he went out to play.

3. Comma + Coordinating Conjunction
Joins two independent clauses with a comma and a coordinating conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so).
Example:
He finished his homework, and he went out to play.

4. Subordinating Conjunctions
Creates complex sentences by turning a clause into a subordinate clause.
Example:
Because he finished his homework, he went out to play.

---

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Despite clear rules, writers often fall into pitfalls:

- Comma Splice: Using only a comma to join two independent clauses.
Incorrect: She loves to read, she spends hours at the library.
Correct: She loves to read, and she spends hours at the library.

- Fused Sentence: Omitting punctuation altogether.
Incorrect: She loves to read she spends hours at the library.
Correct: She loves to read. She spends hours at the library.
or
Correct: She loves to read; she spends hours at the library.

- Overuse of Run-ons: Writing excessively long sentences without breaks or proper punctuation can also
cause confusion.

Tip: Always read your sentences aloud. If you find yourself pausing or stumbling, check for fused sentences.

---

Practical Application: Choosing the Correctly Punctuated
Statement

Consider the following three statements, which are typical examples used in grammar assessments:

1. The storm was fierce it caused widespread damage.
2. The storm was fierce, and it caused widespread damage.
3. The storm was fierce; it caused widespread damage.

Analysis:

- Statement 1: Fused sentence (incorrect).
- Statement 2: Correctly punctuated with a comma and conjunction.
- Statement 3: Correctly punctuated with a semicolon.

Conclusion:



Both statements 2 and 3 are correctly punctuated; however, if the question asks for a single best choice, the
semicolon (statement 3) is often preferred in formal writing for closely related independent clauses. Therefore,
statement 3 is the most correct in a formal context.

---

Conclusion: Mastering the Art of Correct Punctuation to Avoid
Fused Sentences

Fused sentences, while common, are easily rectified once the rules are understood. Recognizing the signs of
improperly joined independent clauses and knowing how to correct them with appropriate punctuation is
essential for clear, professional writing. Whether using periods, semicolons, or coordinating conjunctions, the
goal remains the same: to ensure each sentence communicates its message unambiguously.

In educational and editorial settings, multiple-choice questions often test the ability to identify the correctly
punctuated statement among several options. Mastery of these distinctions enhances overall writing skills
and helps maintain grammatical integrity.

Key Takeaways:

- Always check if a sentence contains multiple independent clauses.
- Use periods, semicolons, or commas with coordinating conjunctions to correctly join clauses.
- Read sentences aloud to catch potential fused sentences.
- Practice editing sentences to reinforce correct punctuation habits.

By adhering to these principles, writers can confidently produce grammatically sound sentences that
communicate ideas effectively, avoiding the pitfalls of fused sentences and enhancing the clarity and
professionalism of their writing.

---

In summary, among the three options often presented in tests or exercises, the correctly punctuated statement
is the one that employs appropriate punctuation—be it a comma with a coordinating conjunction or a
semicolon—to properly connect two independent clauses, thereby avoiding the formation of a fused sentence.
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