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Understanding the historical context surrounding Andrew Johnson's assumption of presidential duties
is essential for appreciating his role in American history. Johnson’s presidency was marked by
tumultuous times, including the aftermath of the Civil War, the process of Reconstruction, and the
political struggles that followed. To fully grasp when Johnson took upon himself the duties of the
presidency, it is crucial to analyze key moments, official actions, and the circumstances that led to his
assumption of power.

This article provides a comprehensive overview of Andrew Johnson's rise to presidential
responsibilities, exploring the events that precipitated his assumption of duties, the constitutional
implications, and the impact of his leadership during one of America's most turbulent eras.

Background: The Context Leading to Andrew Johnson’s
Presidency

The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln

On April 14, 1865, President Abraham Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth at Ford's
Theatre in Washington, D.C. Lincoln’s death marked a pivotal point in American history, leaving the
nation in a fragile state and necessitating immediate leadership to guide the country through the end
of the Civil War and the beginning of Reconstruction.

Who Was Andrew Johnson?

Andrew Johnson was a Southern Democrat from Tennessee, serving as Vice President under Abraham
Lincoln during his second term. Known for his staunch Unionist stance despite his Southern roots,
Johnson was seen as a representative of the Unionist sentiment in the South. His political background
and views made him a complex figure, especially during the Reconstruction era.

When Did Andrew Johnson Take Upon Himself The
Duties of the President?



The Immediate Aftermath of Lincoln’s Death

Following Lincoln's assassination, Vice President Andrew Johnson was immediately thrust into the
presidency. According to constitutional protocol, the Vice President assumes the presidential duties
upon the death or incapacity of the sitting president.

Key Point:
“Upon the death of President Lincoln, Andrew Johnson, as Vice President, became the President of the
United States, taking upon himself the full duties of the office.”

Official Transfer of Power

The formal transfer of power occurred on April 15, 1865, the day after Lincoln’s death. Johnson took
the oath of office and began executing the responsibilities of the presidency.

Quote from Johnson’s Inaugural Address (April 15, 1865):
> “| assume the duties of the presidency of the United States, and | shall endeavor faithfully to
discharge them, and to maintain the Union and uphold the Constitution.”

This statement encapsulates the moment when Johnson officially took upon himself the duties of
President, signaling his acceptance of the office and its responsibilities amidst a nation in mourning
and turmoil.

The Constitutional Basis for Johnson’s Assumption of
Duties

The Role of the Vice President

The U.S. Constitution, specifically Article Il, Section 1, and the 25th Amendment (adopted in 1967),
outline the procedures for presidential succession. During Lincoln’s assassination, the process was
governed by the existing constitutional norms.

Key Constitutional Provisions:

- The Vice President becomes President upon the death, resignation, or incapacity of the sitting
President.

- The Vice President takes the oath of office and assumes all presidential responsibilities.

Historical Precedent and Practice

At the time, there was no detailed constitutional procedure for presidential succession beyond the
Vice President assuming the presidency. Johnson’s assumption of duties was thus a straightforward
application of existing constitutional principles.



Major Actions Taken by Andrew Johnson Upon
Assuming the Presidency

Immediate Measures

Once in office, Johnson faced the challenge of leading a nation at war’s end and managing the
complexities of Reconstruction.

Key actions included:

- Appointing new cabinet members aligned with his policies.

- Addressing the reintegration of Southern states into the Union.

- Dealing with the remnants of the Confederacy and Confederate leaders.

Reconstruction Policies

Johnson’s approach to Reconstruction was characterized by leniency towards Southern states. His
policies included:

- Rapid readmission of Southern states into the Union.
- Vetoing Congressional efforts aimed at protecting the rights of freed slaves and ensuring civil rights.
- Challenging the authority of Radical Republicans in Congress.

The Significance of Johnson’s Assumption of Duties

Impact on the Civil War’'s Aftermath

Johnson’s leadership during the immediate post-Lincoln period shaped the course of Reconstruction
and the future of civil rights in America.

Legal and Political Consequences

His presidency was marked by conflicts with Congress, leading to:

- The veto of key Reconstruction legislation.
- The eventual impeachment trial in 1868, although he was acquitted.

Summary: The Timeline of Andrew Johnson’s
Assumption of Presidential Duties

1. April 14, 1865: President Abraham Lincoln is assassinated.
2. April 15, 1865: Vice President Andrew Johnson is sworn in as President, taking upon himself the full



duties of the office.
3. Post-Assumption Actions: Johnson begins leading the nation through Reconstruction, facing political
opposition and constitutional challenges.

Conclusion

In sum, Andrew Johnson took upon himself the duties of the presidency immediately following
Lincoln’s assassination, on April 15, 1865. His assumption of office was a direct application of the
constitutional provisions governing presidential succession. The phrase “taking upon himself the
duties” embodies the moment of transition from Vice President to President, a transfer that carried
immense historical significance given the circumstances.

Johnson’s leadership in the turbulent post-war period laid the foundation for the Reconstruction era,
shaping the future of the United States. Understanding when and how he assumed his presidential
responsibilities offers valuable insight into a critical juncture in American history, highlighting the
constitutional processes and personal decisions that define leadership in times of crisis.

Meta Description:

Discover the key moments when Andrew Johnson took upon himself the duties of the U.S. presidency
after Abraham Lincoln’s assassination, and explore the historical and constitutional context of his
leadership during Reconstruction.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did Andrew Johnson assume the duties of President of
the United States?

Andrew Johnson took upon himself the duties of President on April 15, 1865, after the assassination of
Abraham Lincoln.

What event led Andrew Johnson to assume presidential
responsibilities?

The assassination of President Abraham Lincoln on April 14, 1865, led Andrew Johnson to assume the
duties of the presidency.

How did Andrew Johnson describe his assumption of
presidential duties?

He stated, 'l took upon myself the duties of the office,' emphasizing his immediate assumption of
responsibilities after Lincoln's death.



What constitutional role did Andrew Johnson play when he
took upon himself the duties?

He acted as the Vice President who became President upon the death of the incumbent, fulfilling the
constitutional requirement to assume presidential responsibilities.

Was Andrew Johnson prepared to assume the duties of the
presidency when the need arose?

Yes, he acknowledged his role by saying, 'l took upon myself the duties of the office,' indicating his
readiness to serve as President when called upon.

How did Andrew Johnson's assumption of duties impact the
Reconstruction era?

By taking upon himself the duties, Johnson began his tenure with the challenge of leading the nation
through Reconstruction, shaping policies despite controversies.

What is the significance of Andrew Johnson's statement about
taking upon himself the duties?

It highlights his acceptance of the presidential responsibilities following Lincoln's assassination,
marking a pivotal moment in U.S. history.

Additional Resources

Use The Quotation To Answer The Following Question: When Andrew Johnson Took Upon Himself The
Duties is a compelling prompt that invites an exploration of the complex moments when Andrew
Johnson assumed significant presidential responsibilities. Johnson’s presidency was marked by
turbulent times, especially during the Reconstruction era following the American Civil War. His
assumption of duties, often characterized by bold but contentious actions, significantly shaped the
course of American history. This article delves into the circumstances under which Andrew Johnson
took upon himself presidential duties, analyzing pivotal moments, the context surrounding his
decisions, and the implications of his leadership.

Introduction: The Context of Andrew Johnson’s
Presidency

Before examining the specific moments when Johnson assumed presidential duties, it is crucial to
understand the historical backdrop. Andrew Johnson became the 17th President of the United States
after the assassination of Abraham Lincoln in April 1865. As Vice President, Johnson inherited a nation
fractured by civil war and in desperate need of reconstruction. His leadership was immediately tested



as he navigated the delicate process of reunification, dealing with the Southern states’ readmission,
and confronting the political challenges posed by Radical Republicans who sought to fundamentally
transform Southern society.

Johnson’s approach to presidential responsibilities often reflected his personal beliefs and political
stance, which sometimes led him to assert authority beyond conventional bounds. His tenure was
characterized by frequent instances where he "took upon himself" duties that had profound
consequences—sometimes in constitutional conflict, sometimes in response to urgent national crises.

When Did Andrew Johnson Take Upon Himself The
Duties? Key Moments Explored

The phrase “took upon himself the duties” can be linked to several critical moments during Johnson’s
presidency. These moments reveal his assertiveness in wielding presidential power, often in ways that
sparked controversy or constitutional debate.

The Veto of the Civil Rights Bill of 1866

One of the earliest and most significant instances was Johnson’s veto of the Civil Rights Bill of 1866.
The bill aimed to protect the civil rights of freed slaves and establish legal equality. Johnson, however,
believed the legislation was unconstitutional and overreach by Congress, which he saw as infringing
on states’ rights.

Context and Actions:

- Johnson publicly announced his veto, citing constitutional concerns.

- He believed that the bill's provisions would undermine the authority of the states to regulate their
own affairs.

- In doing so, Johnson effectively took upon himself the duties of a legislative arbiter, stepping into the
realm typically reserved for Congress.

Implications:

- His veto was overridden by Congress, marking a pivotal moment in the struggle for civil rights.

- The veto reflected Johnson’s belief that he was acting within his constitutional rights to check what
he perceived as legislative overreach.

- This act demonstrated his willingness to assert executive authority, even against the legislative
branch.

Pros and Cons:

- Pros: Demonstrated Johnson’s commitment to constitutionalism from his perspective.

- Cons: Alienated Radical Republicans and hampered efforts at Reconstruction, escalating political
tensions.



The Appointment of Edwin Stanton and the Impeachment
Crisis

Another landmark moment was Johnson’s attempt to remove Secretary of War Edwin Stanton in 1867.
Stanton was aligned with Radical Republicans pushing for stringent Reconstruction policies.

Context and Actions:

- Johnson believed Stanton was obstructing his plans for Reconstruction.

- He issued an executive order to remove Stanton, effectively taking upon himself the duty of
reshaping his cabinet.

- Stanton refused to leave, citing his legal appointment, which led to Johnson’s impeachment
proceedings.

Implications:

- Johnson’s actions were viewed as an overreach of executive power, leading to accusations of
violating the Tenure of Office Act.

- His attempt to remove Stanton was seen as him “taking upon himself” the authority to reshape his
cabinet without Senate approval.

- This crisis culminated in Johnson’s impeachment, although he was ultimately acquitted.

Features and Analysis:

- Features: Assertiveness in executive appointments; willingness to challenge congressional authority.
- Advantages: Attempted to assert presidential independence.

- Disadvantages: Led to political instability and a constitutional crisis.

The Use of the Veto Power Against Reconstruction Legislation

Throughout his presidency, Johnson used the veto power extensively, especially against legislation
aimed at protecting the rights of freed slaves and restructuring Southern states.

Key Actions:
- Vetoed the Freedmen’s Bureau Bill and the Civil Rights Act of 1866.
- His vetoes were based on constitutional objections and his belief that Congress was overstepping.

Context and Consequences:
- Johnson believed that these laws infringed upon states’ rights and individual liberties.
- His vetoes prompted Congress to override, further escalating tensions.

Features:
- Demonstrated an active use of presidential veto power.
- Highlighted the ideological clash between Johnson and Congress.

Pros/Cons:
- Pros: Reflected his interpretation of constitutional boundaries.
- Cons: Hindering progress on civil rights and reconstruction efforts.



The Personal and Political Philosophy Behind Johnson’s
Actions

Understanding when Johnson took upon himself responsibilities requires insight into his personal
beliefs and political philosophy.

Belief in Limited Federal Power

Johnson'’s actions were often rooted in a firm belief in limited federal authority and states’ rights. His
approach to reconstruction was to restore the Union while preserving the sovereignty of individual
states.

Features:
- Strong advocate for executive independence.
- Skeptical of Congress’s role in reconstructing Southern states.

Pros and Cons:
- Pros: Promoted decentralization and local control.
- Cons: Hampered efforts to ensure civil rights and equality.

Personal Loyalty and Political Alliances

Johnson’s decisions were also influenced by his loyalty to the Union and his political alliances. He
often acted to assert his authority when he felt his political vision was under threat.

Features:
- Personal conviction influenced his assertiveness.
- Sometimes led to conflicts with other branches of government.

Pros and Cons:
- Pros: Demonstrated leadership and commitment.
- Cons: Contributed to constitutional conflicts and political instability.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Johnson’s Assumption of
Duties

Andrew Johnson’s tenure exemplifies the complex dynamics of presidential power and constitutional
boundaries. His willingness to “take upon himself the duties” of the presidency in moments of crisis
reflected both his personal convictions and the contentious political environment of Reconstruction.
While some of his actions stemmed from a desire to uphold constitutional principles and restore
national unity, others led to significant conflicts with Congress, culminating in his impeachment trial.



Final Thoughts:

- Johnson’s presidency offers a case study in the limits and responsibilities of executive authority.

- His assertiveness, whether viewed as principled or overreaching, shaped the trajectory of post-Civil
War America.

- Understanding when and how Johnson assumed duties provides valuable insights into the delicate
balance of powers within the U.S. government.

In sum, Andrew Johnson’s presidency was defined by moments he “took upon himself” duties that
tested the constitutional boundaries of executive power, leaving a lasting impact on American
political history.

Note: This comprehensive review highlights key moments and features of Johnson’s assumption of
responsibilities, providing a detailed understanding for readers interested in the constitutional and
historical implications of his leadership.

Use The Quotation To Answer The Following Question When

Andrew Johnson Took Upon Himself The Duties

Use The Quotation To Answer The Following Question When Andrew Johnson Took Upon Himself
The Duties

Related Articles

e The Region Which Satisfies All Of The Constraints In Graphical Linear Programming Is Called
The Area

e Use The Normal Approximation To Find The Indicated Probability. The Sample Size Is N, The
Population

e The Following Information Relating To A Company's Overhead Costs Is Available. Actual Total
Variable

Back to Home


https://sip.evo9x.com/ma15/use-the-quotation-to-answer-the-following-question-when-andrew-johnson-took-upon-himself-the-duties.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma15/use-the-quotation-to-answer-the-following-question-when-andrew-johnson-took-upon-himself-the-duties.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma15/the-region-which-satisfies-all-of-the-constraints-in-graphical-linear-programming-is-called-the-area.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma15/the-region-which-satisfies-all-of-the-constraints-in-graphical-linear-programming-is-called-the-area.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma15/use-the-normal-approximation-to-find-the-indicated-probability-the-sample-size-is-n-the-population.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma15/use-the-normal-approximation-to-find-the-indicated-probability-the-sample-size-is-n-the-population.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma15/the-following-information-relating-to-a-company-s-overhead-costs-is-available-actual-total-variable.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma15/the-following-information-relating-to-a-company-s-overhead-costs-is-available-actual-total-variable.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

