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Indian Melody Is Made Which, is a fundamental concept in Indian classical
music that encapsulates the foundation of melodic structure. This series of
notes forms the basis of a raga, which is the core melodic framework used to
create and improvise within Indian classical compositions. Understanding this
concept is essential for appreciating the depth, complexity, and richness of
Indian music, which has evolved over thousands of years and remains a vibrant
tradition today.

In this comprehensive article, we will explore the nature of this series of
notes, commonly known as raga, its components, significance, and how it
functions within the realm of Indian classical music. We will also delve into
related concepts such as scales, swaras, and how melodies are constructed and
improvised based on these foundational notes.

---

Understanding the Concept of Raga in Indian
Classical Music

What Is a Raga?
A raga is a melodic framework used in Indian classical music that defines a
specific set of notes, characteristic motifs, and rules for how those notes
are used. Unlike Western scales, which are often fixed and uniform, ragas are
more flexible, allowing for expressive improvisation while maintaining the
core identity of the melody.

The fundamental idea behind a raga is that it provides a palette of notes
(called swaras) from which the musician can craft intricate melodies. These
notes are arranged in a specific sequence, and the way they are approached,
emphasized, and ornamented creates the unique flavor of each raga.

The Core Components of a Raga
A raga typically consists of:
- A set of notes (swaras): Usually five or more, forming the basis of the
raga.
- A specific ascent (Aaroh) and descent (Avaroh): The permissible directions



of note movement.
- Characteristic phrases and motifs: Signature patterns that define the
raga's identity.
- Time of performance: Certain ragas are associated with specific times of
day or seasons.
- Emotional mood (Rasa): The particular emotional expression the raga evokes.

---

The Series of Notes: The Foundation of a Raga

Swaras: The Building Blocks
In Indian classical music, the basic notes are called swaras, which
correspond to the seven notes in Western music, with some variations:
- Sa (Shadja): The tonic note, serving as the reference point.
- Re (Rishabh): The second note.
- Ga (Gandhar): The third note.
- Ma (Madhyam): The fourth note.
- Pa (Pancham): The fifth note.
- Dha (Dhaivat): The sixth note.
- Ni (Nishad): The seventh note.

These seven swaras form the foundation of all ragas. However, in many ragas,
only a subset of these notes is used—often five or more—creating specific
scales that define the raga's identity.

Why Five or More Notes?
While the complete set of seven swaras provides a full chromatic palette,
many ragas utilize only five, six, or seven notes, depending on the mood and
style. The use of fewer notes allows for greater emphasis on particular
emotions and ornamentation, leading to more nuanced and expressive melodies.

For example:
- A pentatonic raga (using five notes) emphasizes simplicity and purity.
- A heptatonic raga (using all seven notes) offers more complexity and
richness.

In essence, a series of five or more notes forms the melodic skeleton upon
which the raga is built, shaping the entire musical piece.

---



Types of Scales and Their Role in Melodic
Construction

Thaat System and Scale Formation
The Thaat system classifies the various scales in Indian classical music.
Each thaat is a parent scale with specific notes, from which ragas are
derived. For example:
- Kalyan Thaat: Features the notes Sa, Re, Ga, Ma (Tivra), Pa, Dha, Ni.
- Bhairav Thaat: Sa, Re (komal), Ga, Ma, Pa, Dha (komal), Ni.

Ragas are essentially derived from these thaats by selecting particular notes
and motifs.

Pentatonic (Audava) and Hexatonic (Shadava) Scales
Many ragas are based on scales with fewer than seven notes:
- Audava (five notes): Ragas like Raga Bhoopali use five notes, creating a
simple, soothing melody.
- Shadava (six notes): Ragas like Raga Kafi use six notes, adding more
complexity.

Examples of five-note scales:
1. Raga Bhupali (Bhairav Thaat): Sa, Re, Ga, Pa, Dha.
2. Raga Durga (Bhairav Thaat): Sa, Re, Ma, Dha, Ni.

The selection of notes influences the mood and character of the raga
profoundly.

---

Constructing a Melody: The Role of Notes and
Phrases

Characteristic Phrases (Pakads)
Pakads are specific melodic motifs that capture the essence of a raga. They
are sequences of notes that are often repeated and decorated, serving as
musical signatures.



Approach and Ornamentation
Indian classical music emphasizes gamaks (ornamentations), meends (glides),
and andolans (oscillations) to add emotional depth. These techniques rely
heavily on the series of notes used in the raga.

improvisation within the framework
Musicians improvise based on the rules of the raga, exploring different note
combinations, emphasizing certain swaras, and elaborating on motifs, all
while staying within the permitted series of notes.

---

The Significance of the Series of Notes in Raga
Performance

Creating Mood and Emotion
The particular selection of five or more notes in a raga evokes specific
emotional responses, called Rasa. For instance:
- Raga Bhairav: Evokes solemnity and devotion.
- Raga Malkauns: Creates a meditative and introspective mood.
- Raga Durga: Inspires feelings of devotion and serenity.

Time and Seasonal Associations
Many ragas are associated with specific times of day or seasons, and the
notes used are chosen to enhance the mood suitable for that time.

Structured yet Flexible
While the series of notes provides the structural framework, improvisation
and ornamentation give each performance its unique character.

---

Summary: The Core of Indian Classical Melodies
To summarize:
- The series of five or more musical notes forms the foundation of a raga,
the melodic framework in Indian classical music.
- These notes are derived from specific scales or thaats, with variations in
ascent and descent.



- The selection and arrangement of notes define the raga’s mood, character,
and emotional impact.
- Musicians improvise within these constraints, emphasizing characteristic
phrases and ornamentations to evoke the desired Rasa.
- The flexibility of using different combinations of notes allows for a vast
range of expressive possibilities, making Indian classical music deeply
nuanced and spiritually enriching.

---

Conclusion
Understanding the series of five or more notes upon which a classical Indian
melody is made is essential to appreciating the intricate artistry of Indian
music. These notes serve as the palette from which musicians paint vibrant
and emotive melodies, adhering to traditional rules while also allowing space
for improvisation and personal expression. Whether in the form of pentatonic
ragas or full seven-note scales, this melodic structure underpins the rich
tapestry of Indian classical music, ensuring its timeless appeal and cultural
significance.

By exploring the notes, scales, and motifs that compose these melodies,
enthusiasts and musicians alike can deepen their appreciation and mastery of
this ancient, yet ever-evolving, musical tradition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the term for a series of five or more
musical notes upon which a classical Indian melody
is based?
It is called a 'raga'.

How does a raga function in classical Indian music?
A raga provides a framework of specific notes, motifs, and rules that guide
the improvisation and composition of a melody.

Can you explain the significance of the notes within
a raga?
Yes, the notes in a raga are carefully chosen to evoke particular emotions,
times of day, or seasons, creating a mood or rasa.



What distinguishes a raga from other musical scales?
A raga is more than just a scale; it includes characteristic phrases,
ornamentations, and specific rules for movement that define its unique
identity.

Are there different types of ragas based on the
number of notes used?
Yes, ragas can be classified as heptatonic (seven notes), pentatonic (five
notes), or other variations, depending on their note structure.

How does improvisation relate to the structure of a
raga?
Improvisation is central to a raga; musicians explore variations within the
framework of the raga's notes and rules to express creativity.

What role do specific notes play in defining the
mood of a raga?
Certain notes, known as 'vadi' (most important note) and 'samvadi' (second
most important), are emphasized to shape the raga's emotional character.

Is understanding the sequence of notes enough to
perform a raga?
No, mastering a raga also requires understanding its characteristic phrases,
ornamentations, and contextual nuances to truly convey its essence.

Additional Resources
What Are A Series Of Five Or More Musical Notes Upon Which A Classical Indian
Melody Is Made Which, often referred to in the context of Indian classical
music, are known as ragas. These foundational melodic frameworks serve as the
building blocks for composition and improvisation, shaping the expressive and
spiritual essence of Indian classical music. Understanding what constitutes a
raga is essential for appreciating the depth, complexity, and richness of
this ancient musical tradition.

---

Introduction to Indian Classical Melodies and Ragas

Indian classical music, renowned for its intricate melodies and profound
emotional depth, revolves around the concept of ragas. A raga is not merely a
scale or a sequence of notes but a carefully crafted melodic framework that



provides a basis for improvisation, composition, and emotional expression.
When we talk about a series of five or more musical notes upon which a
classical Indian melody is made, we are essentially discussing the core
structure of a raga.

While Western music often uses scales, modes, and keys as its foundational
elements, Indian classical music emphasizes ragas, which combine specific
notes, characteristic motifs, ornamentations, and rules for performance.
These frameworks are designed to evoke particular moods (rasas) and are
associated with specific times of day or seasons, adding a spiritual and
cultural dimension to the music.

---

What Is a Raga?

Definition and Core Features

A raga is a melodic framework that encompasses:

- A specific set of notes (called swaras)
- Characteristic melodic movements
- Rules for ascending (aroha) and descending (avaroha) sequences
- Emphasized notes (vadi and samvadi)
- Specific ornamentations (gamakas)
- Emotional or spiritual connotations

Number of Notes in a Raga

Most ragas are built upon a subset of the seven basic notes (swaras), which
include:

- Sa (Shadja)
- Re (Rishabh)
- Ga (Gandhar)
- Ma (Madhyam)
- Pa (Pancham)
- Dha (Dhaivat)
- Ni (Nishad)

Some ragas use all seven notes, while others may employ five or six,
depending on the mood and structure. When a raga features five or more notes,
it provides a fertile melodic landscape that allows for expressive
improvisation.

The Significance of Five or More Notes

A melodic framework with five or more notes offers sufficient complexity for
nuanced expression. Such ragas allow performers to explore various melodic
contours, ornamentations, and emotional shades, making them versatile and
rich in character. For example, ragas like Bhairav (which uses five notes in



its ascent and descent) or Malkauns (pentatonic) demonstrate how five notes
can create profound musical expressions.

---

The Structure of a Raga

Aroha and Avaroha

- Aroha (ascending scale): The pattern of notes when ascending.
- Avaroha (descending scale): The pattern of notes when descending.

These sequences often include specific ornamental notes and phrases that are
characteristic of the raga.

Vadi and Samvadi

- Vadi: The most important or prominent note in the raga.
- Samvadi: The second most important note, often a perfect consonance or
balance point.

These notes serve as anchors within the melodic structure and are emphasized
during improvisation and composition.

Gamakas and Ornamentations

Ornamental embellishments (gamakas) are integral to Indian classical
melodies, adding expressiveness and depth. These include oscillations,
slides, and grace notes that make each rendition unique.

---

Common Types of Ragas Based on Number of Notes

Pentatonic Ragas (Five Notes)

- Malkauns: Uses Sa, Ma, Dha, Ni, and Ga (pentatonic scale)
- Bageshree: Uses Sa, Re, Ga, Dha, Ni
- Sarang: Uses Sa, Re, Ma, Dha, Ni

These ragas often evoke moods of serenity, devotion, or introspection.

Hexatonic and Heptatonic Ragas

- Hexatonic: Six notes, such as Bhairav (Sa, Re, Ga, Ma, Dha, Ni)
- Heptatonic: All seven notes, like Kalyani or Yaman

The more notes, the more complex the melodic potential, allowing for
intricate improvisations.

---



How a Raga Is Made: From Notes to Melody

Step 1: Selecting the Notes

The composer or performer chooses a subset of notes that fit the desired mood
or rasa. For a raga based on five or more notes, these notes are selected
carefully to create a specific emotional landscape.

Step 2: Establishing the Characteristic Phrases

Each raga has signature phrases (pakad) that define its identity. These
phrases often highlight certain notes or melodic motifs that are essential to
the raga's character.

Step 3: Defining the Ascending and Descending Patterns

The aroha and avaroha set the permissible melodic contours, ensuring that
improvisations remain within the raga's framework.

Step 4: Emphasizing the Vadi and Samvadi

Throughout the performance, the artist emphasizes the vadi and samvadi notes,
often resting on them to create emotional emphasis.

Step 5: Incorporating Ornamentations

The performer adds gamakas, slides, and vibratos to bring life to the melody,
making each rendition unique and expressive.

---

The Role of Traditional Rules and Improvisation

While the rules of a raga guide the melodic development, Indian classical
music heavily relies on improvisation (atmosphere), which allows artists to
explore and express within the framework. The improvisation stays within the
boundaries of raga but offers creative freedom to evoke different moods.

The musician must balance adherence to the rules with spontaneous expression,
making each performance a unique interpretation.

---

Examples of Well-Known Ragas with Five or More Notes

| Raga Name | Number of Notes | Character & Mood | Notes Used | Unique
Features |
|------------|------------------|------------------|------------|------------
-----|
| Bhairav | 6 (Sa Re Ga Ma Dha Ni) | Devotional, serious | Sa, Re, Ga, Ma,
Dha, Ni | Emphasizes slow, meditative phrases |



| Malkauns | 5 (Sa Ga Dha Ni Ma) | Calm, introspective | Sa, Ga, Dha, Ni, Ma
| Pentatonic, evocative of deep devotion |
| Bageshree | 5 (Sa Re Ga Dha Ni) | Romantic, longing | Sa, Re, Ga, Dha, Ni |
Characteristic phrases evoke yearning |

---

Conclusion: The Essence of Indian Melodic Frameworks

In Indian classical music, a series of five or more musical notes upon which
a classical Indian melody is made encapsulates the concept of raga. These
frameworks are intricate yet flexible, blending fixed notes with expressive
ornamentations, characteristic phrases, and emotional intent. They serve as
the foundation upon which performers improvise, compose, and evoke profound
feelings, making Indian classical music a timeless and spiritually resonant
art form.

Understanding the structure and significance of ragas enhances our
appreciation of their complexity and beauty, revealing why Indian music
continues to enthrall audiences worldwide. Whether pentatonic or heptatonic,
each raga is a universe of melodic possibilities, crafted to touch the soul
through the magic of carefully selected notes and their expressive use.
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