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The Spanish-American War, fought in 1898, marked a significant turning point in American
history. It signaled the emergence of the United States as a global imperial power and set
the stage for its subsequent influence across the world. Following the war, the United
States sought to expand its territorial holdings, establish strategic military bases, and
project its economic and political influence beyond its borders. This article explores the
major consequences of the Spanish-American War, what the United States aimed to
achieve, and how it shaped the nation's future trajectory.

Background of the Spanish-American War

Causes of the War

- Cuban Struggle for Independence: The Cuban fight for independence from Spain garnered
American sympathy, fueled by reports of Spanish atrocities.

- Yellow Journalism: Sensationalized media coverage, particularly by William Randolph
Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer, inflamed public opinion.

- Economic Interests: American investments in Cuba and the Caribbean created a vested
interest in regional stability.

- USS Maine Explosion: The mysterious sinking of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor became
a catalyst for war, symbolizing American outrage.

Outbreak and Major Battles

- The war was relatively short, lasting from April to August 1898.

- Key battles included the Battle of Manila Bay in the Philippines and the Battle of San Juan
Hill in Cuba.

- The victory was swift and decisive, paving the way for territorial acquisitions.

Major Outcomes of the Spanish-American War

Treaty of Paris 1898

The war concluded with the Treaty of Paris, which had profound implications:



- Spain relinquished control of Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines.
- The United States paid Spain $20 million for the Philippines.
- This treaty marked the beginning of American overseas territories.

Territorial Expansion and Imperialism

Following the war, the United States undertook a policy of territorial expansion:

- Puerto Rico: Became an unincorporated U.S. territory, with strategic military importance.
- Guam: Gained as a strategic naval base in the Pacific.

- Philippines: Transitioned from Spanish rule to American control, leading to the Philippine-
American War.

- Hawaii: Although not directly acquired through the treaty, the annexation of Hawaii in
1898 was part of broader imperial ambitions.

Emergence as a Global Power

The victory signaled America's new role on the world stage:

- The U.S. assumed responsibility for overseas territories.

- It established naval bases across the Caribbean and Pacific.

- The war marked the start of American intervention in international affairs.

What The United States Wanted After the War

Strategic Military and Naval Power

The United States aimed to establish a formidable navy capable of projecting power
globally:

- The construction of modern battleships, exemplified by the Great White Fleet,
demonstrated naval strength.

- Securing strategic bases in the Caribbean and Pacific was crucial for maritime dominance.

Economic Expansion and Influence

Economic interests were a major driver:

- Access to new markets in Asia and the Caribbean.

- Control over resources and trade routes.

- Promotion of American business interests through influence and diplomacy.

Political and Cultural Influence

The U.S. sought to spread its political ideals and cultural influence:
- Promoting democracy and stability in acquired territories.
- Establishing American cultural presence through media and education.



Spread of American Ideals: Manifest Destiny Revisited

The war was seen as a continuation of Manifest Destiny, with the U.S. destined to spread its
influence:

- Civilizing missions in the Philippines and other territories.

- The belief in cultural superiority and the civilizing mission.

Impacts on Domestic Policy and Society

Military Reforms

- The war exposed deficiencies in the U.S. military.
- Led to reforms, including modernization of the army and navy.
- Establishment of the General Staff and expansion of the Navy Department.

Foreign Policy Shifts

- From a largely continental power to an overseas imperialist.
- Adoption of policies supporting intervention and expansion.

Public Attitudes and National Identity

- Increased patriotism and national pride.
- Debates over imperialism and anti-imperialist sentiments.
- The beginning of American involvement in international conflicts.

Controversies and Criticisms Post-War

Imperialism and Anti-Imperialist Movements

- Critics argued that overseas expansion violated American principles of self-determination
and democracy.
- Notable anti-imperialists included William Jennings Bryan and Mark Twain.

Ethical and Moral Debates

- Concerns over the treatment of Filipinos, Cubans, and other territories.
- The morality of controlling peoples without their consent.



Economic Consequences

- Debates over whether the costly empire was beneficial.
- Concerns about entangling alliances and future conflicts.

Long-Term Consequences and Legacy

U.S. as a World Power

- The war set the foundation for U.S. involvement in later international conflicts.
- It marked the beginning of American influence in Asia, the Caribbean, and beyond.

Military and Naval Development

- The war accelerated naval modernization.
- The U.S. Navy became a key instrument of foreign policy.

Policy of Intervention

- The U.S. adopted an interventionist approach in Latin America and the Pacific.
- The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine justified intervention in the Western
Hemisphere.

Impact on Future Conflicts

- Lessons learned influenced U.S. military strategies in World War | and beyond.
- The Philippines and other territories became strategic assets during global conflicts.

Conclusion: The Lasting Impact of the Spanish-
American War

The Spanish-American War fundamentally transformed the United States from a primarily
continental nation into a burgeoning empire with overseas territories and global ambitions.
The war fueled desires for strategic dominance, economic expansion, and cultural
influence, shaping American foreign policy for decades to come. While it elevated the
nation’s status on the world stage, it also sparked debates about imperialism, morality, and
the true meaning of American ideals. Today, the outcomes of this conflict continue to
influence U.S. foreign policy, military strategy, and international relations, marking it as a
pivotal moment in American history.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main motivations behind the United
States' involvement in the Spanish-American War?

The United States was motivated by a desire to expand its influence, promote economic
interests, support humanitarian efforts, and assert itself as a global power, particularly
through the desire to liberate Cuba and acquire territories like the Philippines and Guam.

How did the Spanish-American War impact the
territorial boundaries of the United States?

The war resulted in the U.S. acquiring significant territories such as Puerto Rico, Guam, and
the Philippines, marking a shift towards imperialism and establishing the U.S. as a colonial
power.

What was the significance of the Treaty of Paris 1898
following the Spanish-American War?

The Treaty of Paris 1898 ended the war and formalized the U.S. acquisition of overseas
territories, signaling a new era of American expansionism and marking its emergence as a
global imperial power.

How did the outcome of the Spanish-American War
influence American foreign policy?

The war shifted U.S. foreign policy towards interventionism and imperialism, emphasizing
the importance of overseas territories and strategic military bases to project power
globally.

What domestic attitudes in the United States changed
after the Spanish-American War?

Post-war, there was increased national pride and support for imperial expansion, alongside
debates over the morality and economics of colonialism and American intervention abroad.

What can be said about the United States' ambitions
following the Spanish-American War?

Following the war, the United States sought to establish itself as a dominant world power
through territorial acquisitions, military strength, and influence over international affairs,
marking a shift toward more assertive global engagement.
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The Spanish-American War of 1898 marked a pivotal turning point in American history,
signaling the nation's emergence as a global power with imperial ambitions. Emerging from
this brief yet decisive conflict, the United States found itself at a crossroads—shaped by the
ideals of manifest destiny, driven by economic interests, and seeking to redefine its role on
the world stage. This article explores what can be said about the United States following
the Spanish-American War, particularly focusing on what the nation wanted, its strategic
goals, and the implications of its newfound imperial identity.

The Context Leading to the War

Before delving into post-war ambitions, it is essential to understand the factors that led to
the Spanish-American War. Tensions had been simmering for years, fueled by:

- The Cuban Struggle for Independence: Cuban revolutionaries had been fighting Spanish
colonial rule, garnering sympathy across the United States, especially through
sensationalist journalism.

- Yellow Journalism: The rise of sensationalist newspapers like William Randolph Hearst’s
New York Journal and Joseph Pulitzer’'s New York World amplified public pressure for
intervention.

- Economic Interests: American investments in Cuba’s sugar industry and strategic
concerns about the stability of interests in the Caribbean heightened the desire for
intervention.

- The USS Maine Incident: The mysterious explosion that sank the USS Maine in Havana
harbor in February 1898 became a rallying cry for war.

The confluence of these factors created a compelling case for U.S. intervention, which
culminated in a swift and decisive conflict.

The War and Its Immediate Outcomes

The Spanish-American War lasted less than four months, from April to August 1898, but its
consequences reverberated globally. Key outcomes included:

- Territorial Gains: Spain ceded control of Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines to the
United States.

- End of Spanish Colonial Empire: The war marked the decline of Spain’s influence in the
Western Hemisphere and the Pacific.



- U.S. Military Victory: Demonstrated the effectiveness of the U.S. Navy and military
modernization efforts.

The Treaty of Paris (1898) formalized these territorial acquisitions and signaled a new era of
American foreign policy.

What Can Be Said About The United States
Following The Spanish-American War? The United
States Wanted

The immediate aftermath of the war revealed a nation eager to expand its influence and
secure strategic interests abroad. Several key themes emerge when analyzing what the
United States wanted after the conflict.

1. To Establish a Global Presence

The war catalyzed a desire among American policymakers and the public to project power
beyond North America. The acquisition of overseas territories was seen as a stepping stone
toward becoming a true imperial power.

- Strategic Naval Bases: Control of Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines provided vital
naval and coaling stations across the Pacific and Caribbean.

- Protection of Economic Interests: Overseas territories secured markets for American goods
and resources, aligning with economic expansion goals.

This desire for a global footprint reflected an evolving understanding of national security
and economic strategy, shifting from continental expansion to international influence.

2. To Promote American ldeals and Civilization

The ideology of the era, often linked to the concept of Manifest Destiny and the “civilizing
mission,” justified intervention and expansion as efforts to bring progress and democracy to
less developed nations.

- Spreading Democracy: Although selectively applied, there was an aspiration to promote
republican ideals.

- Civilizing Mission: Influenced by paternalistic attitudes, many Americans believed they had
a duty to uplift “less civilized” peoples.

However, these ideals were often accompanied by contradictions, including racial
prejudices and economic exploitation.



3. To Secure Strategic and Economic Interests

Beyond ideological motives, tangible economic and strategic interests drove American
expansion:

- Access to Asian Markets: The Philippines and Guam opened avenues into Asian trade
routes.

- Control of Caribbean and Pacific: These regions became critical for military and
commercial navigation, especially with the construction of the Panama Canal on the
horizon.

- Protection of Investments: American businesses had significant investments in Cuba,
Puerto Rico, and the Philippines, motivating a desire for stability and influence.

4. To Assert Power and Prestige on the World Stage

The victory over Spain transformed the U.S. from a relatively isolated power into a
recognized imperial entity.

- Demonstrating Military Capability: The war showcased U.S. naval and military strength.
- International Recognition: The successful expansion elevated America's status among
European powers and emerging nations.

- National Pride: Victory bolstered a sense of national pride and a belief in American
exceptionalism.

Implications of American Expansionism Post-1898

The desire for influence and territorial control had profound implications for the nation’s
foreign policy and internal debates.

Imperialism and Its Critics

While expansion was celebrated in many circles, it also sparked fierce debate:

- Anti-Imperialist Sentiment: Critics argued that imperialism contradicted American
founding principles of self-determination and sovereignty.

- Moral and Ethical Concerns: Critics condemned the annexation of territories and the
subjugation of peoples, citing issues of racial superiority and exploitation.

- Political Divisions: The debate over imperialism divided parties and shaped policies for
decades.



Emergence of a New Foreign Policy Doctrine

Post-war, the United States adopted policies that reflected its new imperial status:

- The Anti-Imperialist League: Formed to oppose expansionist policies, highlighting the
ideological conflicts.

- Big Stick Diplomacy: Theodore Roosevelt’s approach exemplified the desire to project
power while maintaining a degree of diplomacy.

- The Roosevelt Corollary: Asserted U.S. intervention in Latin America to stabilize regions
and protect interests.

Strategic and Military Developments

The war accelerated modernization efforts:

- Naval Expansion: The U.S. built a formidable navy, exemplified by the construction of the
Great White Fleet.

- Military Reform: Lessons from the war prompted reforms in training, logistics, and
organization.

- Global Military Presence: Establishing coaling stations and naval bases across the Pacific
and Caribbean.

Long-Term Goals and Future Trajectories

The post-war ambitions set the stage for future American endeavors:

- Expansion into Asia: The Philippines served as a gateway into Asian markets and
geopolitics.

- Interventions in Latin America: The U.S. became increasingly involved in regional affairs,
exemplified by interventions in Haiti, Nicaragua, and Mexico.

- The Road to Global Power: The Spanish-American War was a foundational moment leading
to the U.S. becoming a dominant global actor in the 20th century.

Conclusion: The United States’ Post-War ldentity
and Ambitions
Following the Spanish-American War, the United States was no longer content with

continental borders or limited influence. Instead, it sought to establish a new identity—one
rooted in imperial power, strategic dominance, and ideological expansionism. The nation



wanted to secure its economic interests, project military and diplomatic power, and
promote its ideals across the globe.

However, this expansion was not without controversy. It raised fundamental questions
about American values, sovereignty, and morality, debates that continue to influence U.S.
foreign policy today. The war marked the beginning of a new chapter in American
history—one characterized by a desire for global influence that would shape the country’s
trajectory for decades to come.

In sum, the post-Spanish-American War United States wanted to assert itself as a
preeminent world power, driven by strategic, economic, and ideological motivations. Its
ambitions laid the groundwork for future interventions, policies, and debates about the
nation’s role in world affairs, and remain a defining aspect of American identity in the
modern era.
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