1.\W/HAT ARe DOMINANT AND CoUNTER NARRATIVES? USING
SiMoN OrTIZ's CHAPTER ON ‘L ANGUAGE WE KNow' EXPLAIN

1. WHAT Are DoMINANT AND COUNTER NARRATIVES? UsING SIMON OrTIZz's CHAPTER ON ‘LANGUAGE WE KNow' EXPLAIN

UNDERSTANDING THE CONCEPTS OF DOMINANT AND COUNTER NARRATIVES IS ESSENTIAL IN ANALYZING HOW STORIES, HISTORIES
AND CULTURAL IDENTITIES ARE SHAPED, CHALLENGED, AND RESHAPED WITHIN SOCIETIES. THESE NARRATIVES INFLUENCE
PERCEPTIONS, POLICIES, AND SOCIAL INTERACTIONS, OFTEN REFLECTING DEEPER POWER DYNAMICS. SIMON ORTIZ’S CHAPTER
“LANGUAGE WE KNOW™ OFFERS PROFOUND INSIGHTS INTO HOW LANGUAGE ITSELF FUNCTIONS AS A VESSEL FOR BOTH
DOMINANT AND COUNTER NARRATIVES, ESPECIALLY WITHIN INDIGENOUS CONTEXTS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THESE CONCEPTS IN
DEPTH, USING ORTIZ’S PERSPECTIVES TO CLARIFY HOW NARRATIVES ARE CONSTRUCTED, MAINTAINED, CHALLENGED, AND
TRANSFORMED THROUGH LANGUAGE.

’

DerINING DOMINANT AND CoOUNTER NARRATIVES

WHAT ARe DOMINANT NARRATIVES?

DOMINANT NARRATIVES ARE THE STORIES, IDEOLOGIES, OR PERSPECTIVES THAT HOLD SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE WITHIN A SOCIETY.
THEY OFTEN REFLECT THE INTERESTS, VALUES, AND POWER STRUCTURES OF DOMINANT GROUPS—BE IT GOVERNMENTS,
MAINSTREAM CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS, OR MAJORITY COMMUNITIES. THESE NARRATIVES TEND TO ESTABLISH A COLLECTIVE
UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORY, IDENTITY, AND SOCIAL NORMS THAT SUPPORT EXISTING HIERARCHIES.

CHARACTERISTICS OF DOMINANT NARRATIVES:

- WIDELY ACCEPTED: THEY ARE MAINSTREAM STORIES THAT MOST MEMBERS OF SOCIETY RECOGNIZE AND OFTEN TAKE FOR
GRANTED.

- REINFORCE POWER STRUCTURES: THEY UPHOLD SOCIETAL HIERARCHIES, OFTEN MARGINALIZING OR SILENCING ALTERNATIVE
VIEWPOINTS.

- HISTORICAL BIAS: THEY MIGHT DISTORT OR OMIT FACTS THAT CHALLENGE THE STATUS QUO.

- LANGUAGE AS A TooL: THEY UTILIZE LANGUAGE TO FRAME PERCEPTIONS AND LEGITIMIZE CERTAIN WORLDVIEWS.

EXAMPLE: IN MANY COUNTRIES, NATIONAL HISTORIES THAT CELEBRATE CONQUEST AND EXPANSION OFTEN MARGINALIZE
INDIGENOUS PERSPECTIVES, ERASING THEIR EXPERIENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS.

WHAT ARE COUNTER NARRATIVES?

COUNTER NARRATIVES ARE STORIES OR PERSPECTIVES THAT CHALLENGE, CRITIQUE, OR OFFER ALTERNATIVES TO DOMINANT
NARRATIVES. THEY OFTEN EMERGE FROM MARGINALIZED GROUPS SEEKING RECOGNITION, JUSTICE, OR A DIFFERENT UNDERSTANDING
OF HISTORY AND IDENTITY.

CHARACTERISTICS OF COUNTER NARRATIVES:

- ResIST MARGINALIZATION: THEY AIM TO GIVE VOICE TO THOSE SILENCED OR MISREPRESENTED.

- QUESTION MAINSTREAM ACCOUNTS: THEY HIGHLIGHT OVERLOOKED FACTS OR ALTERNATIVE INTERPRETATIONS.
- EMPOWER MARGINALIZED GROUPS: THEY SERVE AS TOOLS FOR CULTURAL AFFIRMATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE.

- UsE ofF LANGUAGE: THEY LEVERAGE LANGUAGE CREATIVELY TO RECONSTRUCT HISTORIES AND IDENTITIES.



EXAMPLE: INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES SHARING THEIR ORAL HISTORIES AND STORIES THAT CONTEST COLONIAL NARRATIVES
ABOUT THEIR HISTORY AND CULTURE.

SiMoN ORrTIZ’s PErRSPECTIVE IN ‘LANGUAGE WE KNow'

LANGUAGE AS A REFLECTION OF IDENTITY AND POWER

SIMON ORTIZ, A RENOWNED INDIGENOUS POET AND SCHOLAR, EMPHASIZES THE PIVOTAL ROLE LANGUAGE PLAYS IN SHAPING
NARRATIVES. IN “LANGUAGE WE KNnow,” ORTIZ DISCUSSES HOW LANGUAGE IS INTERTWINED WITH CULTURAL IDENTITY AND
HOW IT CAN SERVE AS A TOOL FOR BOTH PERPETUATING DOMINANT NARRATIVES AND RESISTING THEM.

Key PoiNTs FrRoM ORTIZ:

- LANGUAGE IS NOT JUST A MEANS OF COMMUNICATION BUT A VESSEL OF CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE AND WORLDVIEW.

- THE DOMINANT SOCIETY OFTEN ENFORCES A LANGUAGE THAT MARGINALIZES INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES, THEREBY SILENCING
INDIGENOUS NARRATIVES.

- RESTORING AND REVITALIZING INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES CAN BE ACTS OF RESISTANCE THAT CHALLENGE DOMINANT HISTORIES
AND RECONSTRUCT CULTURAL IDENTITIES.

THE Power oF INDIGENOUS LANGUAGE IN COUNTER NARRATIVES

ORTIZ ADVOCATES FOR THE USE OF INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES AS A FORM OF CULTURAL RESILIENCE. W/HEN INDIGENOUS
COMMUNITIES MAINTAIN OR RECLAIM THEIR LANGUAGE, THEY ARE ACTIVELY RESISTING THE DOMINANT NARRATIVE THAT SEEKS TO
ERASE THEIR HISTORY.

ExAMPLES FROM ORTIZ’S W/ ORK:

- HIS POETRY INCORPORATES INDIGENOUS LANGUAGE, BLENDING IT WITH ENGLISH TO CREATE A LAYERED NARRATIVE THAT
RESISTS ASSIMILATION.

- ORTIZ HIGHLIGHTS HOW LANGUAGE REVITALIZATION EFFORTS SERVE AS COUNTER NARRATIVES THAT CHALLENGE THE ERASURE
OF INDIGENOUS HISTORIES.

LANGUAGE AS A SITE OF STRUGGLE AND RESISTANCE

ORTIZ’S CHAPTER UNDERSCORES THAT LANGUAGE IS A BATTLEGROUND FOR CULTURAL SOVEREIGNTY. DOMINANT NARRATIVES
OFTEN ATTEMPT TO DEFINE HISTORY AND IDENTITY THROUGH A SINGULAR LINGUISTIC FRAMEWORK—USUALLY THE DOMINANT
LANGUAGE (E.G., ENGLISH). INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES’ EFFORTS TO PRESERVE THEIR LANGUAGE ARE ACTS OF RESISTANCE THAT
CHALLENGE THIS HEGEMONY.

IMPLICATIONS:
- REVITALIZING INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES HELPS RECOVER LOST HISTORIES.

- |T EMPOWERS COMMUNITIES TO TELL THEIR STORIES ON THEIR OWN TERMS.
- |T DISRUPTS THE NARRATIVES THAT PORTRAY INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AS EXTINCT OR IRRELEVANT.



ExAMPLES AND IMPLICATIONS OF DOMINANT AND COUNTER NARRATIVES IN
SOCIETY

HisToricAL NARRATIVES AND THEIR IMPACT

- DoMINANT NARRATIVE: COLONIAL HISTORIES OFTEN DEPICT CONQUEST AS A CIVILIZING MISSION.
- COUNTER NARRATIVE: INDIGENOUS GROUPS RECOUNT THEIR EXPERIENCES OF COLONIZATION, DISPLACEMENT, AND RESISTANCE,
CHALLENGING THE GLORIFIED STORIES OF EMPIRE.

MEDIA AND REPRESENTATION

- MAINSTREAM MEDIA MAY PORTRAY MARGINALIZED GROUPS IN STEREOTYPICAL WAYS, REINFORCING DOMINANT NARRATIVES.
- ALTERNATIVE MEDIA AND INDIGENOUS STORYTELLING CHALLENGE THESE PORTRAYALS, OFFERING AUTHENTIC COUNTER
NARRATIVES.

EpucATiON AND CURRICULUM

- TRADITIONAL CURRICULA OFTEN FOCUS ON NATIONAL HISTORIES THAT MARGINALIZE INDIGENOUS CONTRIBUTIONS.
- INCORPORATING INDIGENOUS PERSPECTIVES AND LANGUAGES IN EDUCATION FOSTERS COUNTER NARRATIVES THAT PROMOTE
CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING AND RESPECT.

THE RoLE oF LANGUAGE IN SHAPING AND CHALLENGING NARRATIVES

LANGUAGE As A TooL oF DOMINANCE

L ANGUAGES ARE OFTEN IMPOSED THROUGH COLONIZATION, EDUCATION, AND POLICY, MARGINALIZING NATIVE LANGUAGES AND
THE STORIES EMBEDDED WITHIN THEM. THIS LINGUISTIC DOMINANCE CONTRIBUTES TO CULTURAL ERASURE AND THE DOMINANCE OF
CERTAIN WORLDVIEWS.

ExAMPLES:

- COLONIAL LANGUAGES REPLACING INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES IN SCHOOLS.
- OFFICIAL HISTORIES WRITTEN IN THE LANGUAGE OF THE DOMINANT GROUP, MARGINALIZING OTHER VOICES.

LANGUAGE ReVIVAL AS A COUNTER NARRATIVE

EFFORTS TO REVIVE AND SUSTAIN INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES SERVE AS POWERFUL COUNTER NARRATIVES. THESE EFFORTS:
- RECLAIM CULTURAL SOVEREIGNTY.
- REASSERT THE VALIDITY OF INDIGENOUS WORLDVIEWS.

- SUBVERT THE LINGUISTIC HEGEMONY OF THE DOMINANT CULTURE.

STRATEGIES INCLUDE:



- LANGUAGE IMMERSION PROGRAMS.
- INCORPORATING INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES INTO MEDIA AND EDUCATION.
- PUBLISHING LITERATURE AND POETRY IN NATIVE LANGUAGES.

ORTIZ’s VIEW ON LANGUAGE AND NARRATIVE CONSTRUCTION

ORTIZ STRESSES THAT LANGUAGE SHAPES THOUGHT AND WORLDVIEW. BY REVITALIZING INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES, COMMUNITIES
CAN RECONSTRUCT NARRATIVES THAT REFLECT THEIR REALITIES, HISTORIES, AND IDENTITIES—COUNTERING THE DOMINANT,
OFTEN COLONIAL, NARRATIVES.

ConcrusioN: THe Power DYNAMICS oF NARRATIVES AND THE PATH
FOrRWARD

THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN DOMINANT AND COUNTER NARRATIVES IS FUNDAMENTAL TO UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL, CULTURAL, AND
POLITICAL DYNAMICS. DOMINANT NARRATIVES OFTEN SERVE TO UPHOLD EXISTING POWER STRUCTURES, SHAPING PERCEPTIONS
OF HISTORY AND IDENTITY TO FAVOR CERTAIN GROUPS. CONVERSELY, COUNTER NARRATIVES CHALLENGE THESE STORIES,
ASSERTING MARGINALIZED PERSPECTIVES AND FOSTERING CULTURAL RESILIENCE.

SiMoN ORTIZ’S “LLANGUAGE WE KNOW?” UNDERSCORES THE CRUCIAL ROLE LANGUAGE PLAYS IN THIS STRUGGLE. INDIGENOUS
LANGUAGES ARE NOT MERELY TOOLS OF COMMUNICATION BUT REPOSITORIES OF WORLDVIEWS, HISTORIES, AND IDENTITIES.
THEIR REVITALIZATION CHALLENGES THE HEGEMONY OF DOMINANT NARRATIVES, OFFERING ALTERNATIVE STORIES THAT EMPOWER
COMMUNITIES AND PROMOTE SOCIAL JUSTICE.

Key TAKEAWAYS:

- RECOGNIZE THE POWER OF LANGUAGE IN SHAPING NARRATIVES.

- SUPPORT EFFORTS TO PRESERVE AND REVITALIZE INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES.

- CRITICALLY ANALYZE MAINSTREAM HISTORIES AND MEDIA FOR EMBEDDED BIASES.

- AMPLIFY MARGINALIZED VOICES TO CREATE A MORE INCLUSIVE AND TRUTHFUL COLLECTIVE STORY.

BY UNDERSTANDING AND ENGAGING WITH BOTH DOMINANT AND COUNTER NARRATIVES, INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES CAN \WORK
TOWARDS A MORE EQUITABLE AND AUTHENTIC REPRESENTATION OF HISTORY AND IDENTITY——HONORING THE DIVERSE STORIES
THAT SHAPE OUR WORLD.

MEeTA DESCRIPTION: EXPLORE THE CONCEPTS OF DOMINANT AND COUNTER NARRATIVES THROUGH SIMON ORTIZ'S INSIGHTS IN
“LANGUAGE WE KNO\X//” HIGHLIGHTING THE ROLE OF LANGUAGE IN SHAPING CULTURAL IDENTITY, RESISTANCE, AND SOCIAL
JUSTICE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE DOMINANT AND COUNTER NARRATIVES IN THE CONTEXT OF LANGUAGE AND
CULTURE?

DOMINANT NARRATIVES ARE THE STORIES AND PERSPECTIVES THAT MAINSTREAM SOCIETY PROMOTES, OFTEN REFLECTING THE
MAJORITYIS VIEWS AND VALUES. COUNTER NARRATIVES CHALLENGE THESE DOMINANT STORIES BY OFFERING ALTERNATIVE
PERSPECTIVES, ESPECIALLY THOSE OF MARGINALIZED GROUPS, AIMING TO RECLAIM OR REFRAME THEIR IDENTITIES AND
EXPERIENCES.



How poes SiMoN ORrTIz's CHAPTER ‘LANGUAGE WE KNOW' DEFINE THE IMPORTANCE
OF LANGUAGE IN INDIGENOUS IDENTITY?

IN ‘LANGUAGE WE KNow,” SIMON ORTIZ EMPHASIZES THAT LANGUAGE IS A VITAL PART OF CULTURAL IDENTITY AND
WORLDVIEW FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLES. HE ARGUES THAT LANGUAGE CARRIES THE STORIES, HISTORY, AND VALUES OF A
COMMUNITY, AND LOSING IT MEANS LOSING A PART OF ONESELF AND ONE'S CULTURE.

\WHAT ROLE DO DOMINANT NARRATIVES PLAY IN SHAPING PERCEPTIONS OF INDIGENOUS
LANGUAGES, ACCORDING TO OrTIZ?

ORTIZ SUGGESTS THAT DOMINANT NARRATIVES OFTEN PORTRAY INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES AS OBSOLETE OR INFERIOR, WHICH
MARGINALIZES AND DEVALUES THESE LANGUAGES. THIS REINFORCES CULTURAL DOMINANCE AND SUPPRESSES INDIGENOUS VOICES,
MAKING IT DIFFICULT FOR COMMUNITIES TO MAINTAIN THEIR LINGUISTIC HERITAGE.

How CAN COUNTER NARRATIVES HELP IN PRESERVING AND REVITALIZING INDIGENOUS
LANGUAGES AS DISCUSSED BY ORTIZ?

COUNTER NARRATIVES PROMOTE THE RECOGNITION AND VALIDATION OF INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES BY HIGHLIGHTING THEIR
RICHNESS, IMPORTANCE, AND RESILIENCE. ORTIZ ADVOCATES FOR STORYTELLING AND LANGUAGE RECLAMATION EFFORTS THAT
CHALLENGE DOMINANT NARRATIVES AND EMPOWER INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES TO MAINTAIN THEIR LINGUISTIC IDENTITY.

IN WHAT WAYS DOES ORTIZ SUGGEST LANGUAGE IS A FORM OF RESISTANCE AGAINST
CULTURAL ASSIMILATION?

ORTIZ VIEWS LANGUAGE AS A POWERFUL TOOL OF RESISTANCE BECAUSE MAINTAINING AND SPEAKING INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES
DEFIES ASSIMILATION POLICIES AND DOMINANT CULTURAL NARRATIVES THAT SEEK TO ERASE INDIGENOUS IDENTITIES. IT IS AN
ACT OF CULTURAL SOVEREIGNTY AND SELF-DETERMINATION.

WHAT ARE SOME CHALLENGES FACED BY INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES IN COUNTERING
DOMINANT NARRATIVES ABOUT THEIR LANGUAGES, BASED ON ORTIZ'S INSIGHTS?

CHALLENGES INCLUDE SOCIETAL STIGMA, LACK OF INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT, LIMITED ACCESS TO LANGUAGE EDUCATION, AND
THE DOMINANCE OF MAINSTREAM LANGUAGES. ORTIZ NOTES THAT THESE OBSTACLES CAN HINDER EFFORTS TO REVIVE AND
SUSTAIN INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES AND CHALLENGE PREVAILING NARRATIVES.

How poes ORrTIZ's pDISCUSSION oF 'LANGUAGE WE KNOW' ENCOURAGE US TO RETHINK
THE WAY WE VIEW LANGUAGE AND STORYTELLING?

ORTIZ ENCOURAGES US TO SEE LANGUAGE AS A LIVING, DYNAMIC FORCE INTEGRAL TO CULTURAL IDENTITY AND STORY TELLING.
He ADVOCATES FOR VALUING DIVERSE NARRATIVES, ESPECIALLY THOSE OF MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES, AND RECOGNIZES
STORYTELLING AS A MEANS TO CHALLENGE DOMINANT NARRATIVES AND FOSTER CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

DoMINANT AND COUNTER NARRATIVES: A Deep DIVE THROUGH SIMoN ORrTIZ’S “LANGUAGE WE KNow ™

IN THE COMPLEX LANDSCAPE OF STORYTELLING, HISTORY, AND CULTURAL IDENTITY, NARRATIVES SERVE AS THE LENSES
THROUGH WHICH SOCIETIES INTERPRET THEIR PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE. | HESE NARRATIVES SHAPE PERCEPTIONS, INFLUENCE
POWER DYNAMICS, AND OFTEN DETERMINE WHOSE VOICES ARE HEARD—AND WHOSE ARE MARGINALIZED. TO UNDERSTAND THIS
INTRICATE WEB, IT’S ESSENTIAL TO EXPLORE THE CONCEPTS OF DOMINANT AND COUNTER NARRATIVES. SIMON ORTIZ’S CHAPTER
“LANGUAGE WE KNOW” OFFERS PROFOUND INSIGHTS INTO HOW LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS WITHIN THESE FRAMEW ORKS,
ESPECIALLY FROM INDIGENOUS PERSPECTIVES. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF THESE CONCEPTS, EXAMINING



ORTIZ’S PERSPECTIVES WHILE OFFERING A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE FOR READERS SEEKING CLARITY ON HOW NARRATIVES OPERATE
WITHIN CULTURAL AND POLITICAL CONTEXTS.

UNDERSTANDING DOMINANT NARRATIVES

WHAT ARE DOMINANT NARRATIVES?

DOMINANT NARRATIVES ARE THE PREVAILING STORIES AND INTERPRETATIONS THAT ARE WIDELY ACCEPTED WITHIN A SOCIETY.
THESE STORIES OFTEN REFLECT THE INTERESTS, VALUES, AND PERSPECTIVES OF THOSE IN POWER—BE IT POLITICAL, CULTURAL,
OR ECONOMIC. THEY SERVE TO REINFORCE SOCIETAL STRUCTURES BY ESTABLISHING A COMMON UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORY,
IDENTITY, AND MORALITY THAT BENEFITS THE STATUS QUO.

CHARACTERISTICS OF DOMINANT NARRATIVES:

- WIDELY ACCEPTED: THEY ARE THE STORIES MOST PEOPLE LEARN AND INTERNALIZE, OFTEN PRESENTED THROUGH EDUCATION,
MEDIA, AND CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS.

- REINFORCE POWER STRUCTURES: THEY SUPPORT EXISTING HIERARCHIES, WHETHER COLONIAL, RACIAL, GENDER"BASED, OR
ECONOMIC.

- SIMPLIFY CoMPLEX HISTORIES: THEY TEND TO REDUCE COMPLEX SOCIAL REALITIES INTO DIGESTIBLE, OFTEN SANITIZED,
VERSIONS.

- MARGINALIZE ALTERNATIVE VOICES: THEY TEND TO SILENCE OR DIMINISH STORIES THAT CHALLENGE THEIR AUTHORITY OR
\WORLDVIEW.

ExAMPLES OF DOMINANT NARRATIVES:
- THE “MANIFEST DESTINY” NARRATIVE IN U.S. HISTORY, WHICH JUSTIFIED WESTWARD EXPANSION BY PORTRAYING IT AS
INEVITABLE AND BENEFICIAL.

- COLONIAL NARRATIVES THAT DEPICT INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AS <cSAVAGES,”JUSTIFYING DISPOSSESSION AND ASSIMILATION.
- NATIONAL HISTORIES THAT EMPHASIZE VICTORY AND HEROISM WHILE GLOSSING OVER ATROCITIES OR SYSTEMIC INEQUALITIES.

THE RoLE oF LANGUAGE IN REINFORCING DOMINANT NARRATIVES

L ANGUAGE IS A POWERFUL TOOL IN SHAPING AND PERPETUATING DOMINANT NARRATIVES. THROUGH SPECIFIC VOCABULARIES,
STORYTELLING CONVENTIONS, AND DISCURSIVE PRACTICES, DOMINANT GROUPS CRAFT STORIES THAT BECOME THE ACCEPTED
VERSION OF REALITY.

- LANGUAGE AS IDEOLOGY: LANGUAGE EMBEDS VALUES AND ASSUMPTIONS, SUBTLY SHAPING PERCEPTIONS.
- NARRATIVE FRAMING: THE WAY STORIES ARE TOLD INFLUENCES HOW AUDIENCES INTERPRET EVENTS.
- SELECTIVE MEMORY: CERTAIN FACTS ARE HIGHLIGHTED WHILE OTHERS ARE SUPPRESSED OR OMITTED.

CouUNTER NARRATIVES: CHALLENGING THE STATUS QUo

DerINING COUNTER NARRATIVES



COUNTER NARRATIVES ARE STORIES THAT CHALLENGE, QUESTION, OR SUBVERT THE DOMINANT NARRATIVES. THEY EMERGE FROM
MARGINALIZED OR OPPRESSED GROUPS SEEKING TO RECLAIM THEIR HISTORIES, IDENTITIES, AND VOICES. THESE NARRATIVES SERVE
AS ACTS OF RESISTANCE, EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES TO TELL THEIR OWN STORIES ON THEIR TERMS.

CHARACTERISTICS OF COUNTER NARRATIVES:

- RECLAIMING VOICE: THEY GIVE SPACE TO PERSPECTIVES THAT HAVE BEEN SILENCED OR DISTORTED.

- CoMPLEX AND MULTIFACETED: THEY ACKNOWLEDGE NUANCE, CONTRADICTIONS, AND MULTIPLE TRUTHS.

- CRITIQUING POWER: THEY OFTEN QUESTION THE LEGITIMACY OF THE DOMINANT NARRATIVE’S AUTHORITY.
- TRANSFORMATIVE: THEY AIM TO RESHAPE SOCIETAL UNDERSTANDING AND PROMOTE SOCIAL JUSTICE.

ExampLES oF COUNTER NARRATIVES:

- INDIGENOUS STORYTELLING THAT RECOUNTS HISTORIES OF RESISTANCE, SURVIVAL, AND CULTURAL RESILIENCE, COUNTERING
COLONIAL HISTORIES.

- FEMINIST NARRATIVES CHALLENGING PATRIARCHAL HISTORIES AND STEREOTYPES.

- RACIAL JUSTICE STORIES THAT EXPOSE SYSTEMIC OPPRESSION AND ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE.

THe Power oF LANGUAGE IN CREATING COUNTER NARRATIVES

L ANGUAGE PLAYS A CENTRAL ROLE IN CONSTRUCTING COUNTER NARRATIVES BY:

- REFRAMING EVENTS: USING TERMINOLOGY THAT CHALLENGES STEREOTYPES OR MISREPRESENTATIONS.
- CENTERING MARGINALIZED VOICES: EMPLOYING LANGUAGE THAT RESPECTS CULTURAL SPECIFICITY AND AUTONOMY.
- DiISRUPTING NARRATIVES: USING STORYTELLING TECHNIQUES THAT DEFY LINEAR OR SIMPLIFIED HISTORIES.

SIMON ORrTIZ’s “LANGUAGE WE KNow”: AN INDIGENOUS PERSPECTIVE ON
NARRATIVE

OVERVIEW OF ORTIZ’S CHAPTER

SiMON ORTIZ, A PROMINENT INDIGENOUS POET AND SCHOLAR, IN HIS CHAPTER “LANGUAGE W/E KNOW/,” EMPHASIZES THE
IMPORTANCE OF LANGUAGE AS A TOOL FOR CULTURAL SURVIVAL, RESISTANCE, AND IDENTITY. ORTIZ ADVOCATES FOR A
RECOGNITION OF INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES AND STORIES AS VITAL COUNTERPOINTS TO COLONIAL NARRATIVES THAT HAVE
ATTEMPTED TO ERASE OR DIMINISH INDIGENOUS WORLDVIEWS.

Key THEMES IN ORTIZ’S W/ ORK:

- LANGUAGE AS CULTURE: For ORTIZ, LANGUAGE IS INSEPARABLE FROM IDENTITY, SPIRITUALITY, AND COMMUNITY.

- NARRATIVE AS RESISTANCE: INDIGENOUS STORIES CHALLENGE DOMINANT HISTORIES BY PROVIDING ALTERNATIVE PERSPECTIVES
ROOTED IN LIVED EXPERIENCE AND CULTURAL MEMORY.

- DEcoLONIZING LANGUAGE: RECLAIMING INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES AND STORYTELLING PRACTICES IS A FORM OF RESISTANCE
AGAINST COLONIAL SUPPRESSION.

LANGUAGE AS A TooOL FOR RECLAIMING IDENTITY

ORTIZ UNDERSCORES THAT LANGUAGE IS MORE THAN A MEANS OF COMMUNICATION; IT EMBODIES WORLDVIEW, VALUES, AND
HISTORY. \W/HEN INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES ARE SUPPRESSED OR REPLACED, CULTURAL CONTINUITY IS THREATENED. RECLAIMING



AND REVITALIZING THESE LANGUAGES SERVE AS ACTS OF RESISTANCE, ASSERTING SOVEREIGNTY AND IDENTITY.
IMPLICATIONS OF ORTIZ’S PERSPECTIVE:

- COUNTER NARRATIVES ROOTED IN INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES CARRY AUTHENTICITY AND AUTHORITY THAT CHALLENGE
COLONIAL HISTORIES.

- LANGUAGE REVITALIZATION EFFORTS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR DECOLONIZATION AND CULTURAL RESILIENCE.
- STORYTELLING IN INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES PRESERVES NUANCED WORLDVIEWS OFTEN ABSENT FROM DOMINANT NARRATIVES.

THE ROLE OF STORYTELLING AND ORAL TRADITION

ORTIZ EMPHASIZES ORAL STORYTELLING AS A PRIMARY MEANS OF MAINTAINING INDIGENOUS NARRATIVES. THESE STORIES ARE:
- DYNAMIC AND ADAPTIVE: EVOLVING WITH COMMUNITY NEEDS AND CONTEXTS.

- EmMBeDDED WITH CULTURAL V ALUES: TEACHING LESSONS, HISTORY, AND SPIRITUALITY.

- CouNTER TO WRITTEN COLONIAL HISTORIES: THEY CHALLENGE THE LINEAR, OFTEN EUROCENTRIC, NARRATIVES THAT
DOMINATE WRITTEN HISTORY.

\WHY ORAL TRADITIONS MATTER:

- THEY FOSTER COMMUNITY COHESION.

- THEY PRESERVE NUANCED, CONTEXTUAL KNOWLEDGE.
- THEY SERVE AS ACTS OF CULTURAL AFFIRMATION AND RESISTANCE.

LANGUAGE, POWER, AND RESISTANCE

ORTIZ’S CHAPTER HIGHLIGHTS HOW LANGUAGE IS INHERENTLY POLITICAL. SUPPRESSING INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES IS A FORM OF
CULTURAL DOMINATION. CONVERSELY, RECLAIMING AND SPEAKING THESE LANGUAGES BECOMES A FORM OF RESISTANCE,
ASSERTING SOVEREIGNTY AND CHALLENGING COLONIAL NARRATIVES.

EXAMPLES OF RESISTANCE THROUGH L ANGUAGE:

- REVITALIZATION PROGRAMS FOR INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES.

- INCORPORATING INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES IN EDUCATION AND MEDIA.
- CREATING LITERATURE AND ART IN INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES TO VALIDATE AND SUSTAIN THEM.

CoMPARING DOMINANT AND CoUNTER NARRATIVES IN PRACTICE

CAsE STuDY: INDIGENOUS HISTORY IN NORTH AMERICA

DOMINANT NARRATIVE:

- PORTRAYS INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AS “SAVAGES” OR “PRIMITIVE,” EMPHASIZING THEIR SUPPOSED NEED FOR “CIVILIZATION.”
- FOCUSES ON COLONIAL EXPANSION AS A “PROGRESSIVE” MOVEMENT.

- MARGINALIZES INDIGENOUS RESISTANCE, OFTEN DEPICTING IT AS CHAOS OR BACKW ARDNESS.

CoUnTER NARRATIVE (ORTIZ’S PERSPECTIVE):

- PRESENTS INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AS RESILIENT CULTURES WITH RICH HISTORIES AND SOPHISTICATED WORLDVIEWS.



- HIGHLIGHTS STORIES OF RESISTANCE, SURVIVAL, AND CULTURAL CONTINUITY.
- USES INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES AND ORAL TRADITIONS TO TELL AUTHENTIC HISTORIES.

IMPACTS:

- RECOGNIZING INDIGENOUS NARRATIVES FOSTERS UNDERSTANDING AND RECONCILIATION.
- CHALLENGES STEREOTYPES AND PROMOTES CULTURAL SOVEREIGNTY.
- PROVIDES A MORE COMPLETE, HONEST PICTURE OF HISTORY.

ConNcLuUsIoN: THE SIGNIFICANCE OF RECOGNIZING BOTH NARRATIVES

(UNDERSTANDING THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN DOMINANT AND COUNTER NARRATIVES IS CRUCIAL FOR FOSTERING A MORE JUST AND
INCLUSIVE SOCIETY. SIMON ORTIZ’S “LANGUAGE WE KNOW” UNDERSCORES THAT LANGUAGE AND STORYTELLING ARE
POWERFUL TOOLS FOR CULTURAL SURVIVAL AND RESISTANCE. HIS INSIGHTS REMIND US THAT NARRATIVES ARE NOT STATIC;
THEY ARE CONTESTED TERRAINS WHERE DIFFERENT GROUPS ASSERT THEIR TRUTHS.

FINAL THOUGHTS:

- EMBRACING MULTIPLE NARRATIVES ENRICHES OUR COLLECTIVE UNDERSTANDING.

- SUPPORTING THE REVITALIZATION OF MARGINALIZED LANGUAGES AND STORIES SUSTAINS CULTURAL DIVERSITY.

- RECOGNIZING THE POLITICAL POWER OF LANGUAGE ENCOURAGES US TO CRITICALLY EVALUATE THE STORIES WE ACCEPT AND
SHARE.

BY ACTIVELY ENGAGING WITH BOTH DOMINANT AND COUNTER NARRATIVES, WE OPEN PATHWAYS TOWARD A MORE EQUITABLE
AND TRUTHFUL REPRESENTATION OF HISTORY, IDENTITY, AND CULTURE—ONE WHERE ALL VOICES HAVE A PLACE IN THE ONGOING
STORY OF HUMANITY.

IN SUMMARY, DOMINANT NARRATIVES SERVE TO MAINTAIN EXISTING POWER STRUCTURES BY SHAPING PERCEPTIONS THROUGH
WIDELY ACCEPTED STORIES, OFTEN MARGINALIZING ALTERNATIVE VOICES. COUNTER NARRATIVES CHALLENGE THESE STORIES,
OFFERING MARGINALIZED GROUPS A MEANS TO RECLAIM THEIR HISTORIES AND IDENTITIES. SIMON ORTIZ’S “LANGUAGE WE KNOW’
ILLUMINATES HOW LANGUAGE AND STORYTELLING ARE CENTRAL TO THIS DYNAMIC, ESPECIALLY WITHIN INDIGENOUS
COMMUNITIES. HIS WORK ADVOCATES FOR RECOGNIZING AND REVITALIZING INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES AND STORIES AS ACTS OF
RESISTANCE AND CULTURAL RESILIENCE. AS CONSUMERS, CREATORS, OR SCHOLARS OF NARRATIVE, UNDERSTANDING THESE
CONCEPTS EMPOWERS US TO APPRECIATE THE DIVERSITY OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE AND TO CONTRIBUTE TO A MORE INCLUSIVE
STORYTELLING LANDSCAPE.
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