14. The Hard Tests (comes/come) At The End
Of The Fall. 15. Both Of My Roommates
(has/have Decided To

Introduction

In the realm of language learning and grammar mastery, understanding the proper usage of verb
forms in different contexts is essential. Two common yet often confusing topics are the correct verb
form to use after certain phrases and the agreement between subjects and verbs. This article
explores two such cases: "14. The Hard Tests (comes/come) At The End Of The Fall" and "15. Both Of
My Roommates (has/have) Decided To." Through an in-depth analysis, we will clarify the grammatical
rules, provide examples, and offer strategies for mastering these structures.

Part 1: The Hard Tests (comes/come) At The End Of The
Fall

Understanding the Context

The phrase "The hard tests" is a plural noun phrase referring to multiple assessments. When
constructing sentences involving this phrase, selecting the correct verb form is crucial for
grammatical accuracy. The two options—"comes" and "come"—are both present tense forms of the
verb "to come," but their usage depends on the subject's number and the sentence's structure.

Singular vs. Plural Subjects and Verb Agreement

e Singular Subject: When the subject is singular, the corresponding verb is "comes."

e Plural Subject: When the subject is plural, the verb is "come."

In our case, "The hard tests" is a plural subject, so the correct verb form is "come."

Formulating the Correct Sentence



Based on the above, the correct sentence is:

e The hard tests come at the end of the fall.

This indicates that multiple tests occur at that time, aligning with the plural subject.

Common Mistakes and Clarifications

1. Using "comes" with a plural subject: This is grammatically incorrect because "comes" is
singular.

2. For singular subjects, use "comes": For example, "The hard test comes at the end of the
fall."

3. For plural subjects, use "come": As in our case, "The hard tests come at the end of the fall."

Additional Examples

To further clarify, here are some examples:

e The final exam comes in December. (Singular)
e The exams come at the end of the semester. (Plural)
e This particular test comes after the break. (Singular)

¢ All the tests come during the fall session. (Plural)

Part 2: Both Of My Roommates (has/have) Decided To

Subject-Verb Agreement with "Both of"

The phrase "Both of my roommates" is a compound subject. Despite the presence of "both," which
might suggest a singular entity, it is grammatically plural because it refers to two individuals.



Therefore, the correct verb choice is "have," not "has."

Why "Have" Is Correct

* Number agreement: "Both" indicates two subjects, requiring a plural verb.
e Subject clarity: "My roommates" is plural, and "both of" emphasizes that both are involved.

e Standard grammatical rule: When "both" modifies a plural noun, use "have."

Constructing the Correct Sentence

The correct formulation is:

e Both of my roommates have decided to go on a trip.

Common Errors and How to Avoid Them

1. Using "has" with a plural subject: Incorrect, as "has" is singular.
2. Remembering the rule: When "both" is used with a plural noun, always use "have."

3. Exceptions: Be cautious with collective nouns or when "both" is followed by a singular noun,
which would require "has."

Additional Examples
Examples illustrating proper agreement include:
e Both of my friends have arrived.

e Both of the books have interesting covers.

* Both of the teachers have scheduled meetings.



» Both of the options have pros and cons.

Strategies for Mastering Verb-Subject Agreement

1. Recognize the Subject's Number

Always identify whether the subject is singular or plural before choosing the verb. Words like "both,"
"few," "many," "several," or "a pair of" typically indicate a plural subject.

2. Be Mindful of Phrases Modifying the Subject

Phrases like "of my roommates," "the group of students," or "a bunch of flowers" do not change the
number of the core subject; the verb must agree with the main subject, not the phrase.

3. Use Grammar Check Tools and Practice

Utilize grammar checking software and exercises to reinforce correct usage. Regular practice helps
internalize these rules.

4. Watch for Common Pitfalls

e Don't be misled by words like "and" (which often require plural verbs).

e Avoid overgeneralizing; always analyze the subject's number and structure.

Conclusion

Mastering the correct verb forms after certain phrases and ensuring proper subject-verb agreement
are fundamental skills in English grammar. In the case of "The hard tests come at the end of the fall,"
recognizing the plural subject "tests" guides the use of "come." Similarly, with "Both of my roommates
have decided to," understanding that "both" relates to a plural subject necessitates "have." Paying
close attention to these details enhances clarity and grammatical correctness in writing and speech.
Consistent practice, awareness of grammatical rules, and careful sentence analysis are key to



avoiding common mistakes and achieving mastery in English grammar.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct form of the verb in the sentence: '14. The
hard tests (comes/come) at the end of the fall'?

The correct form is ‘come’, making the sentence: 'The hard tests come at the end of the fall.'

Why do we use '‘come’ instead of '‘comes' in the sentence 'The
hard tests come at the end of the fall'?

Because 'tests' is plural, requiring the base form 'come' instead of the singular form '‘comes'.

In the sentence '15. Both of my roommates (has/have)
decided to’', which is the correct verb form?

The correct form is 'have', so the sentence is 'Both of my roommates have decided to.'

Why do we use 'have’ instead of 'has’ in ‘Both of my
roommates have decided to'?

Because 'both of my roommates' is plural, requiring the plural verb 'have.’

How can you correctly complete the sentence: 'Both of my
roommates have decided to..."?

You can complete it with an action, for example, 'Both of my roommates have decided to study
abroad.'

Are 'come’' and 'have’' used correctly in the sentences about
the fall tests and roommates?

Yes, 'come’ is correct for plural 'tests,' and 'have' is correct for the plural subject 'both of my
roommates.'

Additional Resources

In-Depth Review and Analysis of "The Hard Tests (comes/come) At The End Of The Fall" and "Both Of
My Roommates (has/have Decided To"

Embarking on a detailed exploration of these two intriguing topics, we delve into the nuances,
grammatical considerations, thematic elements, and broader implications they suggest. Whether



you're a language enthusiast, a student, or simply someone interested in reading between the lines of
phrasing and context, this comprehensive review aims to unpack every layer.

1. Exploring "The Hard Tests (comes/come) At The End Of The Fall"

Understanding the Phrase and Context

The phrase "The Hard Tests at the End Of The Fall" likely refers to significant assessments occurring
during the autumn season, perhaps in an academic setting. The phrase "hard tests" emphasizes
difficulty or high stakes, while "end of the fall" pinpoints a specific time frame—Ilate autumn,
approaching winter.

Key considerations:

- Seasonal Timing: Fall typically spans September to November in the Northern Hemisphere; tests at
this time often coincide with semester finals or standardized assessments.

- Difficulty Level: The adjective "hard" suggests these are not routine quizzes but substantial
evaluations that challenge students’ knowledge and preparedness.

- Implication for Students: Such tests often carry weight towards final grades, influencing academic
trajectories.

Grammatical Analysis: "comes" vs. "come"

A pivotal aspect of this phrase is the verb conjugation. The phrase could be structured as:

- "The hard tests comes at the end of the fall" — which is grammatically incorrect because "tests" is
plural, requiring the plural form of the verb.
- "The hard tests come at the end of the fall" — correct, as "tests" is plural and "come" agrees with it.

Why does this matter?

- Ensuring subject-verb agreement is fundamental in clarity and correctness.
- The choice of verb impacts the grammatical integrity of the sentence, especially in written
descriptions or formal contexts.

In summary:

| Correct Form | Explanation |

| "come" | Proper verb to agree with the plural subject "tests". |
| "comes" | Incorrect in this context unless the subject is singular. |




Thematic Significance and Broader Implications

The anticipation of "hard tests" at the end of fall can symbolize several thematic ideas:

- Transition and Preparation: Fall signifies a period of change—students prepare for final assessments,
reflecting a broader theme of transition, growth, and readiness.

- Challenge and Resilience: Facing difficult tests encourages resilience, discipline, and perseverance.

- Academic Cycles: It underscores the cyclical nature of education—beginnings, middle, and
culminating assessments.

Potential reflections:

- How do students psychologically prepare for such tests?

- What strategies can assist in overcoming the difficulty?
- How do these tests influence long-term learning and motivation?

2. Analyzing "Both Of My Roommates (has/have) Decided To"

Understanding the Phrase and Its Context

The phrase "Both Of My Roommates (has/have) decided to" indicates a shared decision made by two
individuals living in the same space. The core grammatical question involves selecting the correct
form of the verb "to have"—either "has" or "have."

Expected complete sentence:

- "Both of my roommates have decided to..."

This structure is typical in English to denote a joint action or decision made by two people.

Grammatical Breakdown: "has" vs. "have"

Subject-verb agreement:

- "Both" is a pronoun that implies two people, which is plural.

- When the subject is "both of my roommates," the correct verb form is "have" because it agrees with
the plural subject.

Common mistakes:

- Using "has" with a plural subject—incorrect.
- Using "have" with a singular subject—incorrect in this context.



Correct usage:

- "Both of my roommates have decided to..."

Implications of the Decision

The phrase hints at a collaborative or mutual decision-making process. The nature of the decision can
vary widely:

- Moving out together

- Choosing a shared activity or project

- Deciding on household responsibilities
- Planning a trip or event

Understanding the context is crucial to grasp the full significance of the decision.

Broader Context and Thematic Considerations

This phrase opens doors to exploring topics such as:

- Roommate Dynamics: How do shared decisions impact relationships? Trust, communication, and
compromise are central themes.

- Decision-Making Processes: Are the roommates independent in their decision, or do they consult
each other? The phrase suggests a collaborative process.

- Responsibility and Accountability: The decision could involve responsibilities, such as rent, chores, or
lifestyle choices.

Possible scenarios:

- The roommates decided to host a party.
- They agreed on a schedule for cleaning.
- They planned to purchase a shared item (e.g., furniture, appliances).

3. Interconnection Between the Two Topics
While seemingly separate, these topics can be interconnected in meaningful ways:

- Academic and Personal Growth: Facing hard tests at the end of fall might influence roommates'
decisions—perhaps they decide to study together or share resources.

- Shared Challenges: Both topics involve collective effort—students preparing for difficult
assessments, roommates making joint decisions.

- Communication and Collaboration: Effective communication can help navigate both academic
pressures and household decisions.



4. Practical Applications and Broader Insights

For Students and Learners

- Preparing for End-of-Semester Tests:

- Create study schedules well in advance.

- Form study groups, possibly with roommates or friends.
- Practice past exams and seek help if needed.

- Manage stress through healthy routines.

- Understanding Grammar and Language Use:

- Recognize subject-verb agreement rules.

- Practice constructing sentences with plural subjects.
- Be mindful of pronoun references.

For Roommates and Households

- Effective Decision-Making:

- Communicate openly about plans.

- Respect each other's opinions.

- Decide on responsibilities collaboratively.

- Document decisions to avoid misunderstandings.

- Managing Shared Responsibilities:

- Establish routines for chores.

- Plan for shared expenses.

- Support each other during stressful times, such as exam periods.

Educational and Personal Development

- Recognize the importance of balancing academic challenges with personal relationships.

- Develop skills in organization, time management, and communication.

- Understand grammatical nuances to improve language proficiency, which can aid in academic
writing and professional communication.

5. Final Thoughts and Recommendations

- On Grammar: Always ensure subject-verb agreement aligns with the subject's number. In the case of
"both of my roommates," "have" is correct.



- On Academic Preparation: Anticipate hard tests by adopting proactive study strategies, especially
during high-pressure times like the end of fall semester.

- On Living Arrangements: Foster open dialogue with roommates to make joint decisions that improve
living conditions and personal relationships.

- On Broader Learning: Use these topics as springboards to explore themes of resilience, cooperation,
and language mastery, enriching both your academic and personal life.

6. Conclusion

This comprehensive review has dissected the grammatical intricacies, thematic depth, and practical
relevance of "The Hard Tests at the End of the Fall" and "Both of My Roommates (has/have) Decided
To." Each phrase encapsulates not just linguistic elements but also broader life lessons—about facing
challenges, making decisions collaboratively, and honing communication skills. Embracing these
insights can foster growth, resilience, and better understanding in both academic pursuits and
everyday interactions.

Remember: Clarity in language and thoughtful decision-making are pillars of success. Whether
preparing for difficult tests or navigating shared living spaces, attention to detail and open
communication pave the way forward.
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