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between active and passive voice is essential for crafting clear, engaging, and effective sentences. In

this article, we will explore how to identify active voice, analyze the provided sentence, and learn

strategies to improve writing clarity by utilizing active voice. Whether you're a student preparing for

exams or a professional aiming to enhance your writing skills, mastering the concept of active voice is

crucial.

Understanding Active and Passive Voice

What Is Active Voice?

Active voice occurs when the subject of the sentence performs the action expressed by the verb. In an

active voice sentence, the focus is on the doer of the action, making the sentence straightforward and

dynamic.

Example of active voice:

- The chef cooked a delicious meal.

- The dog chased the ball.

- The student wrote an essay.

In each example, the subject (chef, dog, student) is actively performing the action.



What Is Passive Voice?

Passive voice happens when the subject receives the action rather than performs it. The sentence

often includes a form of the verb "to be" and the past participle of the main verb.

Example of passive voice:

- A delicious meal was cooked by the chef.

- The ball was chased by the dog.

- An essay was written by the student.

Passive voice can sometimes be useful, particularly when the doer of the action is unknown or

irrelevant, but overuse can make sentences vague and less engaging.

Analyzing the Sentence: Which Uses Active Voice?

Let's examine the sentence in question:

"The winning homerun was hit by the worst player on the team."

At first glance, this sentence is in the passive voice because the subject ("The winning homerun") is

receiving the action ("was hit"), and the doer ("the worst player on the team") is introduced with the

preposition "by."

Breaking down the sentence:

- Subject: The winning homerun

- Verb phrase: was hit

- Agent (doer): by the worst player on the team

This structure indicates passive voice because the focus is on the homerun (the receiver of the action),

not on the player who hit it.



Now, consider a rewritten active voice version:

- "The worst player on the team hit the winning homerun."

In this version:

- Subject: The worst player on the team

- Verb: hit

- Object: the winning homerun

This sentence emphasizes the doer of the action, making it clearer and more direct.

How To Identify Active Voice in Sentences

Recognizing active voice involves a few simple steps:

1. Find the Subject and Verb

Identify who or what is performing the action and what the action is.

2. Check the Sentence Structure

- Active voice typically follows the structure: Subject + Verb + Object.

- Passive voice often follows: Object + "to be" verb + Past Participle + (by + Subject).

3. Look for the Preposition "by"

Passive sentences often include "by" to introduce the doer of the action.

Example:

- Passive: The cake was baked by the chef.



- Active: The chef baked the cake.

Why Use Active Voice? Benefits for Writing

Using active voice enhances clarity, immediacy, and engagement. Here are some key benefits:

1. Clarity and Directness

Active sentences make it clear who is performing the action, reducing ambiguity.

2. Conciseness

Active voice often results in shorter, more straightforward sentences.

3. Engaging and Dynamic

Active sentences tend to be more lively, keeping readers interested.

4. Better for Persuasive Writing

Active voice conveys confidence and responsibility, essential in persuasive or argumentative writing.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

While passive voice can be appropriate in some contexts, overuse can weaken your writing. Here are

common mistakes to watch out for:



Using passive voice unnecessarily: e.g., "The report was completed by the team" instead of "The

team completed the report."

Confusing passive with active voice: Remember, if the subject isn't performing the action, it's

likely passive.

Neglecting to identify the doer of the action: Always ask "who is doing what?" to determine

voice.

Tip: When editing your writing, look for "to be" verbs followed by past participles. If they appear without

a clear doer, consider rewriting in active voice.

Practical Exercises to Improve Your Use of Active Voice

Practice is key to mastering active voice. Here are some exercises:

Take passive sentences from your writing and rewrite them in active voice.1.

Identify the subject, verb, and object in complex sentences to determine their voice.2.

Create new sentences using active voice to describe everyday actions.3.

Read your writing aloud to see if sentences sound clear and direct.4.



Summary: Making the Shift from Passive to Active

In the context of the original question, "The winning homerun was hit by the worst player on the team,"

the sentence is in passive voice. To make it more impactful, rewrite it in active voice: "The worst

player on the team hit the winning homerun." This version emphasizes the player and creates a

stronger, clearer statement.

Key Takeaways:

- Active voice emphasizes the doer of the action.

- Passive voice focuses on the receiver of the action.

- Recognizing the structure of your sentences helps improve clarity.

- Using active voice generally makes your writing more engaging and concise.

Conclusion

Understanding which sentences use active voice is a fundamental skill in effective writing. The

sentence, "The winning homerun was hit by the worst player on the team," exemplifies passive voice,

where the focus is on the action's receiver. By converting it to active voice—"The worst player on the

team hit the winning homerun"—the sentence becomes more direct and lively. Whether you're aiming

to craft compelling narratives, clear reports, or persuasive arguments, mastering active voice will

enhance your writing's clarity and impact. Practice identifying and rewriting sentences in active voice,

and you'll develop a sharper, more confident writing style that resonates with readers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main difference between active and passive voice in a



sentence?

Active voice emphasizes the subject performing the action, while passive voice emphasizes the action

being performed on the subject.

Which part of the sentence indicates the use of passive voice in 'The

winning homerun was hit by the worst player on the team'?

The phrase 'was hit by' indicates passive voice, as the focus is on the action being done to the

subject.

How can you convert the passive sentence 'The winning homerun was

hit by the worst player on the team' into active voice?

You can rewrite it as 'The worst player on the team hit the winning homerun.'

Why is using active voice generally preferred in writing?

Active voice makes sentences clearer, more direct, and easier to understand by highlighting the doer

of the action.

Identify whether the following sentence uses active or passive voice:

'The worst player on the team hit the winning homerun.'

It uses active voice because the subject 'The worst player on the team' performs the action.

What are common indicators of passive voice in a sentence?

Phrases like 'was/were/had been' plus the past participle of the verb, and the inclusion of 'by' followed

by the doer, are common indicators.



Is the sentence 'The winning homerun was hit by the worst player on

the team' considered grammatically correct, and why?

Yes, it is grammatically correct, but it uses passive voice. Active voice might be preferred for clarity

and conciseness.

Additional Resources

Understanding the Sentence: "The Winning Homerun Was Hit

By The Worst Player On The Team"

The sentence "The Winning Homerun Was Hit By The Worst Player On The Team" is a compelling

example often used in grammar lessons to distinguish between active and passive voice. At first

glance, the sentence describes a remarkable event—a home run that determined victory—yet, its

grammatical structure reveals much about how we frame actions in language. Analyzing this sentence

provides insight into the importance of voice in communication, clarity, and emphasis, which are vital in

both academic and everyday contexts.

Active Voice vs. Passive Voice: An Overview

What Is Active Voice?

Active voice occurs when the subject of the sentence performs the action expressed by the verb. It is

direct, clear, and often more engaging for the reader. For example:

- "The player hit the home run."



- "The team celebrated their victory."

In active voice, the focus is on who is doing the action, making sentences straightforward and

dynamic.

What Is Passive Voice?

Passive voice happens when the subject receives the action rather than performs it. It often includes a

form of the verb "to be" plus the past participle of the main verb. For example:

- "The home run was hit by the player."

- "The victory was celebrated by the team."

Passive constructions can sometimes obscure the actor or make sentences less engaging but are

useful in specific contexts such as emphasizing the action over the actor or maintaining objectivity.

Analyzing the Sentence: Which Uses Active Voice?

The Original Sentence

"The Winning Homerun Was Hit By The Worst Player On The Team" is in the passive voice. The

subject ("The Winning Homerun") is receiving the action ("was hit"), and the actual agent performing

the action ("The Worst Player On The Team") is introduced with the preposition "by."

Transforming into Active Voice

To convert this sentence into active voice, focus on the doer of the action:



- Active version: "The Worst Player On The Team Hit The Winning Homerun."

This version makes the player the subject performing the action, making the sentence more direct and

vigorous.

Which Sentence Uses Active Voice?

The question posed—"Which of these sentences uses active voice?"—implies that among multiple

options, only one (or some) will be in active voice. In this context, the original sentence is passive,

while the transformed version is active.

Importance of Voice in Communication

Pros of Using Active Voice

- Clarity and Directness: Active sentences clearly identify who is performing the action.

- Engagement: They are generally more lively and engaging.

- Conciseness: Active voice often uses fewer words, making sentences more straightforward.

- Emphasis: Highlights the subject performing the action, emphasizing their role.

Cons of Using Active Voice

- Potential Overemphasis: Sometimes, the agent's identity is less important, and active voice might

unnecessarily highlight it.

- Limited in Formal Writing: Certain formal or scientific contexts prefer passive constructions to

maintain objectivity.



Features of the Sentence in Question

Features Indicating Passive Voice

- Use of "was" + past participle: "was hit"

- Subject receiving the action: "The Homerun" is the recipient.

- Agent introduced with "by": "by The Worst Player On The Team."

Features Indicating Active Voice (if transformed)

- Subject performing the action: "The Worst Player On The Team"

- Verb directly linked to the subject: "hit"

- Clear agent performing the action without "by": No need for prepositions.

Implications of Voice Choice in Different Contexts

When to Use Active Voice

- In storytelling to create vivid and engaging narratives.

- When clarity and directness are priorities.

- In journalism and advertising to make messages compelling.

When to Use Passive Voice

- To emphasize the action or result rather than the actor.

- To maintain objectivity, especially in scientific or formal writing.

- When the actor is unknown or irrelevant.



Examples Comparing Active and Passive Voice

| Active Voice | Passive Voice |

|----------------|---------------|

| "The chef cooked the meal." | "The meal was cooked by the chef." |

| "The student completed the assignment." | "The assignment was completed by the student." |

| "The team won the championship." | "The championship was won by the team." |

These examples highlight how the same idea can be expressed differently depending on the voice,

affecting tone and emphasis.

Conclusion: Which Sentence Uses Active Voice?

Returning to the original sentence, "The Winning Homerun Was Hit By The Worst Player On The

Team" is in passive voice. Its structure places emphasis on the homerun and the event rather than

who performed it. To use active voice, the sentence would be "The Worst Player On The Team Hit

The Winning Homerun," which shifts the focus to the player and creates a more direct, energetic

statement.

In summary:

- The sentence in question employs passive voice.

- Active voice sentences are generally more engaging and clearer.

- Understanding the difference helps writers craft more effective and appropriate sentences based on

their purpose.

Final Thoughts



Choosing between active and passive voice is a vital aspect of effective writing. While passive voice

can be useful in specific contexts, active voice typically enhances clarity and reader engagement.

Recognizing which sentences use active voice—and transforming passive sentences into active

ones—can significantly improve communication. The example analyzed here serves as an instructive

illustration of these grammatical concepts, emphasizing the importance of sentence structure in

conveying meaning with impact.
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