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Introduction

George Washington’s Farewell Address remains one of the most significant documents in American
political history. Delivered in 1796 as he prepared to leave the presidency, the address offers valuable
insights into Washington’s vision for the future of the United States. Among its many warnings and
guidance, certain sentences stand out as particularly prescient, warning against dangers that could
undermine the fledgling nation’s stability and integrity. This article aims to explore the key sentences
from Washington’s Farewell Address that serve as warnings, helping readers understand their

relevance both historically and in contemporary contexts.

The Context of George Washington’s Farewell Address

Historical Background

George Washington served as the first President of the United States from 1789 to 1797. As he
approached the end of his presidency, he recognized the importance of imparting wisdom to the
nation’s leaders and citizens. His Farewell Address was not just a retirement speech but a strategic
document emphasizing national unity, cautioning against factionalism, and warning about foreign

entanglements.

Purpose of the Address



Washington’s primary goals in his Farewell Address were to:

- Promote national unity

- Warn against political parties and factionalism

- Advise on foreign policy and neutrality

- Emphasize the importance of morality and religion in public life

This document continues to be studied for its timeless advice and warnings that are still relevant today.

Key Warnings in Washington’s Farewell Address

The Danger of Political Parties

One of Washington’s most notable warnings concerns the divisive nature of political parties.

The Sentence That Warns About Factionalism

> “However, [political parties] may now and then answer popular ends, they are likely in the course of

time and things to become potent engines by which cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be

enabled to subvert the power of the people and to usurp for themselves the reins of government.”

Analysis:

This sentence warns that political parties, although initially useful, pose the risk of evolving into tools

that undermine democracy. Washington believed that factions could be exploited by unscrupulous

leaders to gain undue influence, ultimately threatening the republic’s stability.

The Threat of Foreign Alliances

Another central warning pertains to entangling foreign alliances, which Washington considered a

danger to national sovereignty.



The Sentence That Warns About Foreign Entanglements

> “It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign world.”

Analysis:

Washington advocates for a policy of neutrality, cautioning against long-term alliances that could

entangle the nation in foreign conflicts. His stance emphasizes the importance of independent foreign

policy decisions rooted in national interest rather than external pressures.

The Importance of Morality and Religion in Public Life

Washington underscores the role of moral virtue and religion as foundations for a stable nation.

The Sentence That Highlights Morality’s Role

> “Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are

indispensable supports.”

Analysis:

This statement reflects Washington’s belief that a morally upright citizenry is essential to the success

of democratic governance. He warns that neglecting these virtues could lead to societal decay and

weaken the fabric of the nation.

The Significance of Washington’s Warnings Today

Relevance in Modern Politics

Many of Washington’s warnings remain pertinent in contemporary America.

- Political Polarization: The rise of partisan politics often echoes Washington’s concerns about factions.

- Foreign Policy Challenges: Debates over alliances and international involvement continue to evoke



his advice on neutrality.

- Moral and Ethical Standards: Discussions about the role of religion and morality in public life are

ongoing.

Lessons to Learn

Understanding Washington’s cautions can guide current policymakers, leaders, and citizens in

safeguarding democratic principles. Recognizing the potential dangers of factionalism, foreign

entanglements, and moral decline helps foster a resilient and united nation.

How to Identify the Correct Sentence in the Passage

Analyzing the Passage for Warnings

When selecting the correct sentence that warns about a specific danger, consider the following:

- Context: Does the sentence address a challenge or threat to the nation?

- Tone: Is the tone cautionary or advisory?

- Keywords: Look for words like “danger,” “threat,” “risk,” “subvert,” “usurp,” or “entangle.”

Example: Selecting the Warning About Political Factions

In the passage, the sentence that warns about political factions is:

> “However, [political parties] may now and then answer popular ends, they are likely in the course of

time and things to become potent engines by which cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be

enabled to subvert the power of the people and to usurp for themselves the reins of government.”

This sentence explicitly discusses the potential for factions to undermine democracy, making it the

correct choice when asked about warnings regarding political parties.



Practical Tips for Recognizing Washington’s Warnings

- Identify sentences with cautionary language: Look for words like “danger,” “threat,” “risk,” or “peril.”
- Focus on the subject matter: Does the sentence discuss factions, foreign policy, morality, or other
issues Washington emphasized?

- Evaluate the tone: Is the sentence warning or advising against a particular course of action?

Summary of Key Sentences and Their Warnings

| Sentence | Warning Addressed | Key Theme |

| “However, [political parties] may now and then answer popular ends, they are likely in the course of

time and things to become potent engines...” | Political factionalism | Danger of factions undermining
democracy |
| “It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances...” | Foreign alliances | Risk of entangling

foreign entanglements |
| “Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are

indispensable supports.” | Morality and religion | Moral decline threatening societal stability |

Conclusion

George Washington’s Farewell Address is a masterful guide that offers timeless warnings vital for the
health of the nation. The sentences that caution against the divisiveness of political parties, the
dangers of foreign entanglements, and the importance of morality serve as enduring lessons. When
analyzing passages for such warnings, paying close attention to context, tone, and keywords can help
identify the correct sentences that encapsulate Washington’s foresight. By understanding and applying
these lessons, contemporary society can work towards safeguarding the principles of democracy,

sovereignty, and moral integrity that Washington emphasized.

Final Thoughts



The importance of selecting the correct warning sentence from Washington’s Farewell Address
extends beyond academic exercises; it fosters a deeper appreciation of the principles that underpin
American democracy. Recognizing these warnings helps us remain vigilant against the forces that can
threaten national unity and stability. As we reflect on Washington’s wisdom, let us strive to uphold the

virtues and principles he championed for the enduring prosperity of the United States.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the question regarding George Washington's

Farewell Address?

It asks you to select the correct sentence from the passage that warns against certain dangers or

issues highlighted by Washington.

How can identifying the warning in Washington's Farewell Address help
us today?

It helps us understand the importance of avoiding political divisions, foreign influence, and maintaining

national unity, as warned by Washington.

What are common themes in George Washington's Farewell Address

related to warnings?

Themes include avoiding political parties, entangling foreign alliances, and preserving the

independence of the nation.

Why is it important to select the correct sentence that contains



Washington's warning?

Because it demonstrates understanding of the key messages Washington emphasized to protect the

young nation.

Can you identify some specific phrases that indicate Washington's
warnings in his farewell speech?

Phrases like 'entangling alliances,' 'party spirit,' and ‘foreign influence' are clear indicators of his

warnings.

What skills are tested when choosing the correct sentence from the
passage?

Reading comprehension, critical analysis, and understanding of historical context are tested.

How does understanding Washington's warnings help in analyzing
current political or international issues?

It provides historical perspective on avoiding divisive politics and unnecessary foreign entanglements

that may still be relevant today.

What should you look for in the passage to identify the sentence that
warns about future dangers?

Look for sentences that highlight risks, cautionary advice, or negative consequences related to political

or foreign policies.

How can practicing with this type of question improve your



understanding of historical documents?

It enhances your ability to interpret texts, identify key messages, and grasp the significance of

historical warnings and advice.

Additional Resources
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In the landscape of American political history, few documents resonate as profoundly as George
Washington’s Farewell Address. Delivered in 1796 as Washington prepared to retire from public life,
the address encapsulates his wisdom, concerns, and hopes for the young nation. Among its many
messages, one warning stands out as particularly prescient: the dangers of political factions and
partisan divisions. For students, historians, and citizens alike, understanding which sentence from
Washington’s Farewell Address best encapsulates this warning is crucial for grasping the enduring

relevance of his advice.
This article explores the context and content of Washington’s Farewell Address, identifies the key
sentence that warns against the perils of political parties, and examines its implications for

contemporary American politics. Through a detailed, accessible analysis, readers will appreciate how

Washington’s timeless counsel remains vital today.

The Context of George Washington’s Farewell Address

Historical Background

In 1796, George Washington was approaching the end of his second term as President of the United

States. Having led the nation through its infancy, including the American Revolution and the



establishment of federal institutions, Washington felt a responsibility to provide guidance for future
leaders. His Farewell Address was drafted with the assistance of his trusted advisors and was

published in newspapers nationwide.

This address was not merely a farewell speech; it was a strategic, carefully considered document
intended to shape the political culture of the young nation. Washington emphasized unity, warned
against foreign entanglements, and expressed concern about internal divisions that could threaten the

republic’s stability.

Major Themes of the Address

The Farewell Address encompassed several themes:

- Unity and Patriotism: Washington urged Americans to prioritize national unity over regional or
sectional interests.

- Neutrality in Foreign Policy: He warned against the dangers of entangling alliances that could drag
the nation into unnecessary wars.

- Caution Against Political Factions: The most notable warning centered on the rise of political parties
and their potential to divide the nation.

- Religion and Morality: Washington underscored the importance of virtue and moral integrity in

sustaining the republic.

Among these themes, the warning about political factions remains one of the most discussed and

debated over the centuries.

The Warning About Political Factions

Why Did Washington Oppose Political Parties?



Despite the democratic ideals that underpin the American system, Washington was wary of political
parties. His concern was rooted in the belief that factions could foster division, undermine national
unity, and promote self-interest over the common good.

In his view, political factions could:

- Create bitter rivalries that obstruct effective governance.

- Lead to corruption and abuse of power.

- Divide the populace, making compromise and collective progress difficult.

Washington’s apprehensions were informed by the experience of European politics, where factions

often led to instability and conflict.

The Key Sentence in the Farewell Address

The core warning about factions is encapsulated in the following sentence from Washington’s address:

"However [political parties] may now and then answer popular ends, they are likely in the course of

time and things to become potent engines by which cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be

enabled to subvert the power of the people and to usurp for themselves the reins of government.”

This sentence vividly illustrates Washington’s concern that political factions, while sometimes serving

the public interest initially, could ultimately be exploited by individuals seeking personal power at the

expense of democracy.

Analyzing the Sentence: Its Language and Meaning

The Structure and Vocabulary



This sentence is characterized by its formal tone, complex structure, and evocative language. Key

elements include:

- Conditional phrasing: "However... they are likely in the course of time..."
- Warning about long-term consequences: Factions might seem beneficial temporarily but pose

dangers in the future.

- Use of vivid imagery: Words like "potent engines," "cunning," "ambitious," and "unprincipled men'

evoke a sense of danger and manipulation.

The Underlying Message

At its core, Washington warns that political parties can:

- Initially serve the people's interests

- Over time, become tools for manipulation

- Enable unscrupulous individuals to gain undue influence

- Ultimately threaten the sovereignty of the people and the legitimacy of the government

This warning underscores a belief in the importance of virtuous leadership and civic unity, cautioning

against allowing factional loyalties to override national interests.

The Relevance of Washington’s Warning Today

Historical Impact and Subsequent Political Development

Washington’s caution was not heeded fully in subsequent decades. The rise of political parties, notably

the Federalists and Democratic-Republicans, marked the beginning of a polarized political landscape.

Over the centuries, the United States has experienced:



- Deep partisan divides
- Political gridlock
- Partisan manipulation of institutions

- The rise of political rhetoric aimed at mobilizing factions

Yet, Washington’s warning remains relevant as a reminder to prioritize unity and integrity over factional

loyalty.

Contemporary Implications

Modern American politics often echo Washington’s concerns:

- Partisan Polarization: Today’s political landscape is characterized by intense polarization, often
leading to legislative stalemates.

- Media and Misinformation: Partisan media outlets can foster division, manipulate public opinion, and
undermine democratic processes.

- Political Machinations: Ambitious leaders sometimes exploit factional loyalties for personal gain,

echoing Washington’s fears.

Understanding Washington’s warning encourages citizens and leaders alike to reflect on the

importance of civic virtue and bipartisan cooperation.

Selecting the Correct Sentence: A Comparative Analysis

In educational contexts, students are often prompted to identify the sentence that best encapsulates

Washington’s warning about factions. Here are some sample options:

- "Political parties are essential to a healthy democracy."

- "The rise of political factions can be used to manipulate the populace."



- "Unity among Americans is less important than partisan loyalty."

- "Foreign alliances are the greatest threat to the nation."

Correct Answer: "However [political parties] may now and then answer popular ends, they are likely in
the course of time and things to become potent engines by which cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled
men will be enabled to subvert the power of the people and to usurp for themselves the reins of

government.”

This sentence explicitly warns about the potential for political factions to be exploited by unscrupulous

individuals, aligning precisely with the question.

Conclusion: The Enduring Wisdom of Washington’s Farewell Address

George Washington’s Farewell Address remains a foundational document, offering timeless insights
into the nature of governance and civic responsibility. Its warning about political factions continues to

resonate, reminding Americans of the importance of unity, integrity, and vigilance against divisiveness.

In a political era marked by polarization and factionalism, revisiting Washington’s words is more
relevant than ever. The sentence that warns about factions—highlighting the danger of manipulative,
ambitious individuals exploiting partisan divides—serves as a cautionary reminder that the health of the

republic depends on the virtue and unity of its citizens and leaders.

By understanding and reflecting on this warning, Americans can better appreciate the delicate balance
necessary to sustain a free and democratic society, honoring the legacy of one of its greatest founding

fathers.
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