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In the dynamic world of soccer, situations often arise that test the
understanding of the Laws of the Game and the referee's judgment. One such
unusual scenario involves a corner kick being taken, with the ball deflecting
off the referee and then entering the goal. Such incidents not only challenge
the players and officials but also spark debate among fans and analysts
alike. This article aims to explore this situation comprehensively, providing
clarity on the proper decision based on the Laws of the Game, including
relevant rules, interpretations, and expert opinions.

Understanding the Laws of the Game Relevant to
This Scenario

Before delving into the specific decision-making process, it's essential to
understand the key laws and rules that govern this situation.

The Law of Offside and Restarts

— Corner Kick: Awarded when the ball crosses the goal line (not through the
goal) last touched by a defending player.

- Involvement of the Goalkeeper and Defenders: Typically, the attacking team
takes the corner kick, and defenders try to clear the ball.

The Law of Handling Interference

— The Laws specify that if an outside agent (including the referee)
interferes with the ball in play, the restart depends on the situation.

The Law of Interference by Match Officials

— The Laws acknowledge that referees are part of the field of play but also
stipulate that they should not influence the game unfairly.

— When interference occurs, the referee may need to stop play and restart
appropriately.



Scenario Breakdown: Key Elements of the
Situation

Let’s analyze the core components:

— The corner kick has been taken legally.

- The ball is in play and moving toward the goal area.

— The referee unintentionally makes contact with the ball, causing it to
deflect.

— The ball then enters the goal after deflecting off the referee.

This sequence raises questions about:

— Whether the ball's deflection off the referee counts as a play involving
the ball.

— Whether the goal is valid or should be disallowed.

— What the proper restart should be if the goal is disallowed.

Legal Perspectives and Official Interpretations

The key to determining the correct decision lies in interpreting the Laws of
the Game and official guidance from the International Football Association
Board (IFAB).

Referee as Part of the Field of Play

— According to Law 9 (The Ball in and out of Play), the ball is in play from
the moment it is properly kicked and clearly moves.

— The referee, when making incidental contact with the ball, is generally
considered part of the field of play. If the contact is incidental, the game
continues.

Interference by Match Officials

— IFAB guidelines state that if a match official unintentionally interferes
with the ball, the play continues unless the interference affects the
outcome.

— If the ball deflects off the referee and enters the goal, the critical
question is whether this interference is considered a legal play.

What Does the Law Say About Goals Scored After
Interference?

— Under Law 10 (Method of Scoring), a goal is scored when the whole ball
passes over the goal line between the goalposts and under the crossbar,
provided no infringement has occurred.

— The Laws do not explicitly specify how to handle a goal scored after
deflection off a referee.

— However, the general principle is that the ball remains in play unless the



referee stops play for infringement, injury, or other reasons.

Precedent and Case Studies

Examining past incidents and official rulings provides insight into how
similar situations have been handled.

Historical Incidents

— In various matches, goals have been scored after the ball deflected off
referees or other officials. In most cases, the goal was allowed, considering
the referee's incidental contact as part of the game.

FIFA and IFAB Guidelines

— Official guidance suggests that goals scored after the ball deflects off
the referee are generally valid, provided there was no foul or infringement
in the process.

— The referee's interference, if accidental and incidental, does not
typically warrant disallowing the goal.

Exceptions and Special Cases

— If the referee’s interference was deliberate or caused an unfair advantage,
the goal could be disallowed.

— If the referee's contact is deemed to have prevented a goal-scoring
opportunity or interfered unfairly, the restart could be different.

Legal and Practical Decision—-Making in This
Scenario

Based on the laws, interpretation, and precedent, the following steps outline
the typical decision process.

Step 1: Assess the Nature of the Contact

- Was the contact incidental or intentional?
— Did the referee's action unfairly influence the ball's trajectory?

Step 2: Determine if the Ball Was in Play

— Since the ball was kicked correctly and moved toward the goal, it was in

play.
— The referee’s accidental contact does not automatically stop play.



Step 3: Decide on the Validity of the Goal

— If the contact was incidental and the ball entered the goal without foul
play or infringement, the goal is typically wvalid.

— If the referee intentionally interfered or if the contact prevented a
defender from clearing the ball, the goal could be disallowed, and the
restart could be a goal kick or other appropriate decision.

Step 4: Consider the Appropriate Restart

— If the goal is disallowed, the restart would generally be a goal kick for
the defending team.

- If play is to continue, the referee may allow the goal to stand, especially
if the interference was accidental.

Expert Opinions and Official Recommendations

— The IFAB's official guidance indicates that goals scored after accidental
interference of the referee are usually allowed.

— The referee’s judgment is critical in such situations, and their decision
should be based on the intent and impact of the interference.

Conclusion: The Most Likely Correct Decision

Given the analysis above, the most appropriate decision when a corner kick
results in the ball deflecting off the referee and entering the goal is:

— Allow the goal to stand if the interference was accidental and did not
affect the fairness of play.

— Disallow the goal and restart the game with a goal kick if the referee's
interference was deliberate or unfair, or i1if it prevented a defender from
clearing the ball.

In most cases, the goal will be deemed wvalid, and play resumes as normal.
However, referees must use their discretion and consider the context of the
incident.

Additional Considerations for Match Officials

— Communication: If the referee is unsure, consulting with assistant referees
or VAR (if available) can assist in making a fair decision.

- Consistency: Applying consistent standards across matches helps maintain
fairness and clarity.



Final Thoughts

While such incidents are rare, understanding the Laws of the Game and
official guidance ensures that decisions are fair and justified. The key
takeaway is that incidental contact by the referee generally does not negate
a valid goal, and the decision should be based on the specifics of the
interference and its impact on play.
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Meta Description:

Discover how the Laws of the Game address a rare scenario where a corner kick
results in the ball deflecting off the referee into the goal. Learn the
correct decision and official guidelines for such incidents.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct decision if the ball deflects off
the referee and goes into the goal during a corner
kick?

The goal should be awarded to the attacking team since the ball deflected off
the referee and entered the goal legally.

Should play be stopped if the ball hits the referee
and then goes into the goal during a corner kick?

No, play should not be stopped; the goal counts as long as the ball was on
target and the deflection was accidental.

Is the referee considered an obstacle that affects
the play when the ball hits him during a corner kick?

No, the referee is not considered an obstacle; accidental contact does not
negate the goal.



What is the protocol if the referee unintentionally
obstructs the ball during a goal-scoring opportunity?

The goal stands if the contact was accidental; no re-take or foul is awarded
unless the referee's action was deliberate or obstructive.

Can the defending team claim the goal should be
disallowed if the ball deflects off the referee into
the goal?

No, the defending team cannot claim the goal should be disallowed as the
deflection off the referee is considered part of normal play.

What should the attacking team do if they believe the
referee's interference affected the play during a
corner kick?

They can raise the issue with the referee, but generally, the goal remains
valid if the deflection was accidental; no re-take is typically awarded.

Additional Resources

A Corner Kick Is Taken, And The Ball Deflects Off The Referee And Into The
Goal. What Decision Should Be Made?

In the world of football, few scenarios are as perplexing and unpredictable
as a situation where a corner kick is taken, and the ball deflects off the
referee and into the goal. Such incidents test the boundaries of the laws of
the game, the interpretation of referee authority, and the fairness of play.
When this unusual event occurs, players, coaches, and officials are left to
question: what is the correct decision? How should the game proceed?
Understanding the legal framework and practical considerations surrounding
this scenario is essential for ensuring the integrity of the match.

Understanding the Basics: The Laws of the Game and Referee Authority

Before diving into specific scenarios, it’s important to grasp the
foundational principles governing such incidents.

The Role of the Referee

The referee acts as the arbiter of the game, responsible for enforcing the
Laws of the Game as set out by the International Football Association Board
(IFAB) . Their authority extends to making decisions on the field, including
awarding free kicks, penalties, and determining when play is stopped or
restarted.

Ball in Play and Out of Play
According to Law 9 (The Ball in Play), the ball remains in play until the

referee stops it. The ball is out of play when it fully crosses the goal line
or touchline, whether on the ground or in the air, or when the referee blows



their whistle for a stoppage.
The Corner Kick Procedure

Per Law 17 (The Corner Kick), the corner kick is awarded when the ball,
having last touched a player of the defending team, crosses the goal line
(not in the goal), between the goalposts, either on the ground or in the air.

The Core Issue: When the Ball Deflects Off the Referee Into the Goal

Imagine this scenario: A corner kick is taken, and as the ball is in flight,
it strikes the referee, who is standing near the goal area, and deflects into
the goal. This raises several questions:

— Is the goal wvalid?

— Should play be stopped or continued?

— Which team benefits from the goal?

— What are the applicable laws and past interpretations?

Let's analyze this step by step.

Legal Framework and Past Precedents
Law 10 (Method of Scoring)

The Law states that a goal is scored when the whole of the ball passes over
the goal line, between the goalposts and under the crossbar, provided no
infringement of the Laws has been committed by the attacking team.

Referee Interference with the Ball

Historically, the Laws are silent on incidents where the ball strikes the
referee. However, IFAB’s guidelines and interpretations clarify common
scenarios.

Official IFAB Guidelines and Interpretations
The IFAB’s Laws of the Game specify that:

— If the ball touches the referee or any match official and then goes into
the goal, the goal should be awarded.

— Play continues if the ball strikes the referee but remains on the field and
the game is ongoing.

— If the ball hits the referee and then an attacking player, and the
attacking team gains an advantage, play continues.

Past Cases and FIFA Interpretations

In real matches, instances have occurred where the ball deflects off referees
or officials into the goal. The consensus is that:

— The goal is usually awarded if the ball deflects off the referee and enters
the goal without any infringement.

— Play is restarted with a kickoff if the ball's deflection from the referee
is deemed to be accidental and no advantage is gained unfairly.



Practical Scenarios and Decision-Making

Let’s now explore different situations that could occur during such an
incident and outline the appropriate decisions based on law and best
practice.

Scenario 1: The Ball Deflects Off the Referee Directly Into the Goal

What happens?

— The ball, after being kicked from the corner, hits the referee standing
near the goal and deflects into the net.

Decision:

- Award the goal.

— According to Law 10, the goal should stand because the ball entered the
goal directly from the kick after deflecting off the referee, with no
infringement.

Rationale:

— The referee is considered part of the field of play. The ball’s contact
with the referee does not stop play unless the referee intervenes to stop
play or the ball leaves the field of play.

- No foul or infringement occurs unless the referee's presence is deemed to

interfere intentionally or unfairly.

Scenario 2: The Ball Deflects Off the Referee, Then a Player Gains an
Advantage

What happens?

— During the corner, the ball hits the referee, then is controlled by an
attacking player, who scores.

Decision:

- Play continues and the goal is awarded.

Rationale:

— Because the ball deflected off the referee and the attacking player gained
no unfair advantage, the goal is wvalid.

— The referee's interference is considered incidental, and the game lawfully
continues.

Scenario 3: The Ball Deflects Off the Referee and Then Goes Out of Play

What happens?

— The ball hits the referee, then crosses the touchline or goal line without
entering the goal.

Decision:

— The game 1is restarted with a throw-in, goal kick, or corner kick, depending



on where the ball went out.
Rationale:

— Since the ball did not enter the goal, play is restarted according to the
last touch or the point where the ball crossed out of play.

Scenario 4: The Ball Strikes the Referee, Then the Attacking Team Gains an
Advantage

What happens?
— The ball hits the referee, then the attacking team controls it and scores.
Decision:

- Play continues.
— The goal stands if no infringement occurred.

Rationale:
— The referee's presence does not constitute interference unless they
intentionally interfere or prevent a fair play.

— The laws prioritize the position of the ball and the flow of play over
accidental contact with officials.

Best Practices and Recommendations for Match Officials

Given the rarity and unpredictability of such incidents, officials should
adhere to best practices to ensure fair and consistent decisions.

1. Maintain Awareness of the Ball and Officials

— Officials should position themselves to avoid interfering with play and be
aware of the ball’s trajectory, especially during set pieces like corners.

2. Apply the Law Consistently

— When the ball deflects off an official into the goal, award the goal unless
there is a clear infringement.

3. Consider the Nature of the Contact

— Determine whether the contact was accidental or intentional. Accidental
contact typically does not warrant stopping play or disallowing a goal.

4. Communicate Clearly

— If there is any ambiguity, officials should communicate with assistant
referees and, if necessary, consult video assistant referee (VAR) systems.

5. Use Discretion and Common Sense
— In situations where the ball hits the referee in a manner that unfairly

influences the outcome, officials may consider stopping play and awarding an
appropriate restart.



Summary of Key Takeaways

— Goals scored after the ball deflects off the referee into the goal are
generally valid, provided no infringement or unfair advantage is gained.

- Play continues unless the ball goes out of play or the referee intervenes
to stop the game.

— Referee interference is considered part of the game, and accidental contact
does not usually warrant disallowing a goal.

— Officials should use their judgment, applying the Laws of the Game
consistently, and prioritize fairness and the flow of the match.

Final Thoughts

Incidents like a corner kick being taken, and the ball deflecting off the
referee and into the goal highlight the importance of understanding the Laws
of the Game and the role of officials in maintaining fairness. While such
events are rare, they serve as valuable reminders that the game’s integrity
relies on clear rules, experienced officiating, and the collective commitment
to fair play. When in doubt, following the established laws and guidelines
ensures that the outcome remains just and the spirit of the game is upheld.
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