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Understanding how medical conditions are classified and indexed is essential for healthcare
professionals, medical coders, and researchers. When it comes to acute perforated gastrojejunal
ulcers, identifying the correct main term in the alphabetic index ensures accurate documentation,
coding, and treatment planning. This article explores the main terminology used in the alphabetic
index for these ulcers, their classification, and the importance of precise coding in medical practice.

Introduction to Medical Indexing and Coding Systems

Before delving into the specifics of acute perforated gastrojejunal ulcers, it’s important to understand
the broader context of medical classification systems.

What Is the Alphabetic Index?

The alphabetic index is a component of medical coding manuals such as the International
Classification of Diseases (ICD) and the Current Procedural Terminology (CPT). It serves as a reference
tool that allows healthcare providers and coders to locate specific diagnoses or procedures efficiently.
The index lists terms alphabetically, linking them to specific codes that standardize medical
documentation.

The Importance of Accurate Classification

Proper classification ensures:

- Consistent documentation across healthcare settings
- Accurate billing and reimbursement
- Reliable data collection for research and epidemiology
- Clear communication among medical professionals

Understanding Gastrointestinal Ulcers

Gastrointestinal (GI) ulcers are open sores that develop on the inner lining of the stomach or
duodenum, and sometimes in the jejunum, which is part of the small intestine.



Types of GI Ulcers

- Gastric Ulcers: Occur in the stomach lining
- Duodenal Ulcers: Located in the duodenum
- Gastrojejunal Ulcers: Found at the gastrojejunal anastomosis, often after surgical procedures

Perforated Ulcers

A perforated ulcer occurs when the ulcer erodes through the entire wall of the stomach or intestine,
leading to leakage of contents into the abdominal cavity. This is a surgical emergency requiring
prompt intervention.

Specifics of Acute Perforated Gastrojejunal Ulcers

The gastrojejunal region refers to the connection between the stomach and the jejunum, usually
created surgically during procedures like gastric bypass or ulcer repair.

Causes and Risk Factors

- Peptic ulcer disease
- Use of NSAIDs (non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs)
- Helicobacter pylori infection
- Prior gastric surgeries
- Smoking and alcohol consumption

Clinical Presentation

Patients typically present with sudden severe abdominal pain, signs of peritonitis, and systemic
symptoms such as tachycardia and hypotension. Rapid diagnosis and surgical management are
crucial.

Locating the Main Term in the Alphabetic Index

In medical coding manuals, the main term for acute perforated gastrojejunal ulcer is typically found
under a broader category related to ulceration or gastrointestinal perforation.

Primary Main Term Used



The main term most often used to locate this condition is "Ulcer, perforated" or "Perforated ulcer."

- This term is found under the section for "Ulcers" in the alphabetic index.
- The index further specifies the location, such as "Gastrojejunal" or "Gastroenteric" ulcers.

Locating the Specific Index Entry

To find the correct code, a coder would:

1. Look under the main term "Ulcer".
2. Find the sub-entry "Perforated".
3. Identify the location-specific descriptor, such as "Gastrojejunal".
4. Confirm the specific code that corresponds to this condition.

For example, in ICD-10-CM, the code K25.4 refers to gastric ulcer with perforation, while K26.4
pertains to duodenal ulcer with perforation. For gastrojejunal ulcers, the codes may differ based on
location and specifics.

ICD-10-CM Coding for Acute Perforated Gastrojejunal
Ulcers

The ICD-10-CM (International Classification of Diseases, 10th Revision, Clinical Modification) provides
detailed codes for various ulcer types and their complications.

Relevant ICD-10-CM Codes

- K29.7 — Chronic or unspecified gastritis with bleeding
- K25.4 — Acute gastric ulcer with perforation
- K26.4 — Acute duodenal ulcer with perforation
- K28.4 — Acute jejunal ulcer with perforation (specific to jejunal ulcers)

Note: Specific codes for gastrojejunal ulcers might be classified under general ulcer codes with
additional modifiers or detailed descriptions.

Locating the Code in the Index

In the ICD-10-CM index:

- Start with "Ulcer".
- Proceed to "Perforated".
- Find "Gastrojejunal" or related terms.
- Confirm the final code based on documentation.



Why Accurate Indexing Matters

Correctly identifying the main term and sub-terms ensures:

- Proper documentation for clinical and billing purposes
- Accurate epidemiological data
- Appropriate treatment pathways
- Compliance with coding standards

Misclassification can lead to claim denials, legal issues, or compromised patient care.

Additional Considerations in Coding and
Documentation

Specificity in Medical Records

Clear documentation from clinicians is vital. The medical record should specify:

- The exact location of the ulcer
- Whether it is perforated
- Whether it is acute or chronic
- Any surgical interventions performed

Use of Modifiers and Additional Codes

In some cases, modifiers or secondary codes are necessary to capture the full clinical picture, such as
the presence of bleeding, infection, or previous surgeries.

Summary: Main Terms and Their Significance

- The primary term used to locate in the alphabetic index for acute perforated gastrojejunal ulcer is
"Ulcer, perforated".
- Location-specific terms like "Gastrojejunal" or "Gastroenteric" are used as sub-entries.
- Accurate identification ensures proper coding, billing, and clinical documentation.

Conclusion

In summary, the main term used in the alphabetic index to locate acute perforated gastrojejunal
ulcers is "Ulcer, perforated." Healthcare providers and medical coders rely on this terminology to



ensure precise documentation and coding. Recognizing the correct main term and understanding how
it relates to specific sub-terms and codes facilitates effective communication, billing, and data
collection within the healthcare system. Proper comprehension of this classification system ultimately
benefits patient care, administrative processes, and medical research.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main term used to locate Acute Perforated
Gastrojejunal Ulcer in the alphabetic index?
The main term is 'Ulcer, perforated, gastrojejunal.'

Which alphabetic index entry is primarily used for Acute
Perforated Gastrojejunal Ulcer?
The primary index term is 'Ulcer, perforated, gastrojejunal.'

How is Acute Perforated Gastrojejunal Ulcer indexed in
medical coding systems?
It is indexed under 'Ulcer, perforated, gastrojejunal' in the alphabetic index.

What is the key term to look for in the alphabetic index when
coding for a perforated gastrojejunal ulcer?
The key term is 'Ulcer, perforated, gastrojejunal.'

Is 'Perforated ulcer' a sufficient main term for locating
Gastrojejunal Ulcer in the index?
No, it is more specific to include 'gastrojejunal' to accurately locate this condition.

When coding for an acute perforated gastrojejunal ulcer,



which main term guides the process?
The main term guiding the process is 'Ulcer, perforated, gastrojejunal.'

Does the alphabetic index directly list 'Acute Perforated
Gastrojejunal Ulcer' as a main term?
No, it is listed under the more general term 'Ulcer, perforated, gastrojejunal,' with additional details
specified in the tabular list.

Additional Resources
What’s The Main Term Used To Locate In The Alphabetic Index For Acute Perforated Gastrojejunal
Ulcer

---

Introduction

In the complex landscape of medical coding and classification, precise terminology is essential for
accurate diagnosis, treatment planning, and billing. One area that often confuses clinicians, coders,
and researchers alike involves the correct indexing and identification of specific ulcer types within the
International Classification of Diseases (ICD) and related coding systems. Among these, the acute
perforated gastrojejunal ulcer stands out as a particularly critical diagnosis due to its severity and
urgency. This article aims to explore the main term used in the alphabetic index for this condition,
providing a comprehensive overview relevant for medical coders, clinicians, and healthcare
administrators.

---

Background on Gastrojejunal Ulcers

Definition and Pathophysiology

Gastrojejunal ulcers are ulcerative lesions that develop at or near the gastrojejunal anastomosis,
typically in patients who have undergone gastric surgery, such as a gastrectomy or gastric bypass.
When these ulcers perforate, they create a full-thickness defect in the gastrointestinal wall, leading to
peritonitis and requiring immediate medical intervention.

Typical Causes and Risk Factors

- Post-surgical changes: Altered anatomy after gastric surgeries
- NSAID use: Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs impair mucosal defenses
- Helicobacter pylori infection: Contributing to ulcer formation
- Smoking and alcohol: Aggravating mucosal damage
- Ischemia: Reduced blood flow to the gastrointestinal mucosa

Clinical Significance



Perforated ulcers, especially when acute, are life-threatening conditions demanding prompt diagnosis
and management. Accurate classification influences both clinical management and coding for
reimbursement purposes.

---

The Role of Medical Coding and Indexing

ICD and the Alphabetic Index

The International Classification of Diseases (ICD), maintained by the World Health Organization
(WHO), categorizes diseases and related health problems to facilitate standardized recording of
health information. The alphabetic index serves as a guide to locate the appropriate codes based on
clinical terminology.

Importance of Accurate Indexing

- Ensures consistent documentation
- Aids statistical analysis and epidemiological studies
- Impacts insurance claims and reimbursement
- Facilitates research and quality improvement initiatives

---

Identifying the Main Term for Acute Perforated Gastrojejunal Ulcer

General Approach to Index Search

When searching the alphabetic index for a specific diagnosis like acute perforated gastrojejunal ulcer,
clinicians or coders typically proceed using the following steps:

1. Determine the primary condition: ulcer, perforation, gastrojejunal.
2. Identify the main term under which the condition is indexed.
3. Review subterms or modifiers to specify the nature of the ulcer and perforation.

Common Main Terms in the Index

The key terms relevant to this condition typically include:

- Ulcer: The general term
- Perforation: Complication or specific event
- Gastrojejunal: Location or site

---

Main Term Analysis: "Ulcer"

Why "Ulcer" Is the Main Term

In the ICD-10-CM (Clinical Modification), which is widely used in the United States, "ulcer" is the
principal term under which specific types of ulcers are indexed. The index entry generally looks like:



Ulcer, [location]

For example:

- Ulcer, gastric
- Ulcer, duodenal
- Ulcer, gastrojejunal

Following "Ulcer," subentries specify the site and nature of the ulcer, such as "perforated," "acute," or
"chronic."

Subentries and Modifiers

To specify a perforated gastrojejunal ulcer, the index would guide the coder to locate a subentry
under "Ulcer" that indicates both the site ("Gastrojejunal") and the complication ("Perforated,"
"Acute").

---

Specific Index Entries for Acute Perforated Gastrojejunal Ulcer

Step-by-Step Index Navigation

1. Locate "Ulcer" in the index.
2. Identify the site: "Gastrojejunal," "Gastrojejunostomy ulcer," or similar terms.
3. Find the complication: "Perforated," "Perforation," or "Perforated ulcer."
4. Note the modifier: "Acute" if specified.

Typical Index Pathway

In ICD-10-CM, the pathway might look like:

- Ulcer, gastrojejunal
- Perforated
- Acute

This leads to a code that specifically describes an acute perforated gastrojejunal ulcer.

---

Relevant ICD-10-CM Codes

Main code for the condition

- K26.6 — Perforation of gastric ulcer (used for gastric ulcers)
- K57.0 — Diverticulitis of large intestine with perforation and abscess (not relevant here)
- K63.6 — Perforation of intestine (general, not site-specific)
- K28.0 — Gastric ulcer, perforated (gastric, not gastrojejunal)

For gastrojejunal ulcer, specific codes include:



- K94.23 — Gastrojejunal ulcer with perforation (if available in the coding system)
- K94.39 — Other specified diseases of stomach and duodenum with perforation

In some cases, the index leads to "ulcer, site," with further specification. For the most precise coding,
the main term "Ulcer" with the subterms "Gastrojejunal" and "Perforated" are used.

---

Challenges in Indexing and Coding

- Variability in terminology: Different clinicians may describe the ulcer differently.
- Site specificity: Not all coding systems have a dedicated code for "gastrojejunal" ulcers.
- Perforation status: Distinguishing between perforated and non-perforated ulcers is essential.
- Acute vs. chronic: The index may differ in how it categorizes acute versus chronic ulcers.

---

Expert Recommendations and Best Practices

Use of Official Coding Guidelines

- Always refer to the latest ICD-10-CM coding manual.
- Confirm site-specific codes for gastrojejunal ulcers.
- Use the most specific code available.

Documentation and Clarification

- Ensure clinical documentation specifies "acute," "perforated," and "gastrojejunal" ulcer.
- When documentation lacks specificity, consult with the clinical team for clarification.

Continual Education

- Keep updated on coding changes and updates in the classification system.
- Participate in coding workshops and training sessions.

---

Conclusion

In summary, the main term used to locate in the alphabetic index for acute perforated gastrojejunal
ulcer is generally "Ulcer". The index then guides the coder to specify the site (gastrojejunal) and the
complication (perforation, acute). While the exact code can vary depending on the coding system
version, the process involves navigating through the term "Ulcer" and its subentries related to site
and complication.

Understanding this indexing pathway is crucial for accurate documentation, coding, and ultimately,
patient care. Clinicians should ensure detailed operative and diagnostic reports to facilitate precise
coding, which in turn impacts clinical data collection, research, and reimbursement processes.

---
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---

This comprehensive review underscores the importance of "Ulcer" as the main term in the alphabetic
index for this condition, emphasizing the need for meticulous documentation and adherence to coding
standards for optimal healthcare management.
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