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Understanding how to properly cite authors and editors in a Works Cited list is fundamental to
academic writing and research. Proper citations not only give credit to original creators but also
allow readers to locate sources efficiently. When including authors' or editors' names in a Works
Cited citation, several important considerations come into play, such as formatting, order, and the
inclusion of additional information. This article will explore the key aspects involved in citing authors
and editors correctly, clarifying what happens when you provide their names in a Works Cited entry.

---

Fundamentals of Citing Authors and Editors in a Works
Cited List

Before delving into specific questions about what happens when names are included, it’s important
to understand the general principles behind citing authors and editors.

Key Aspects of Proper Citation

Author vs. Editor: Determine whether the individual listed is the author of the work or the
editor, as citation formats differ.

Name Format: Usually, names are listed with the surname first, followed by the given
name(s) or initials.

Order of Names: When multiple authors or editors are involved, their names are typically
listed in a specific order, often reflecting the order on the title page.

Additional Information: Including details like publication date, publisher, volume, issue
number, and page ranges depending on the source type.

---



What Happens When You Include Author or Editor
Names in a Works Cited Citation

Including author or editor names in a citation influences how the source is identified, retrieved, and
credited. The following sections explore the implications and best practices associated with this.

1. Proper Attribution of Work
When author names are included:

Ensures Accurate Attribution: Properly attributing ideas, research, or writings to the1.
correct individual enhances academic integrity.

Facilitates Source Identification: Enables readers to identify the origin of the material2.
quickly.

Supports Credibility: Proper citations increase the credibility of your own work by3.
referencing authoritative sources.

2. Affects Citation Format and Style
Different style guides (MLA, APA, Chicago, etc.) have specific rules about how to cite authors and
editors:

MLA Style: Usually lists author names in the format "Last Name, First Name," with editors1.
indicated by "ed." or "eds." if applicable.

APA Style: Emphasizes the surname and initials, with editors noted in parentheses if relevant.2.

Chicago Style: Provides detailed guidelines for citing authors, editors, and contributors in3.
notes and bibliographies.

Including author or editor names correctly according to style guides ensures consistency and
adherence to academic standards.

3. Implication for Source Types
The role of the individual named (author vs. editor) impacts the citation:

Authored Works: The person listed is primarily responsible for the content.1.



Edited Volumes: The editor's name signifies their role in compiling or overseeing the work,2.
not necessarily writing it.

Contributions and Chapters: For chapters written by different authors within an edited3.
volume, the citation may include both the chapter author and the editor of the book.

Common Scenarios When Giving Names in Works Cited

Understanding what happens when you include names depends on the context and source type.
Here are some common scenarios.

1. Citing a Book with an Author
In this case:

The author's name is listed first.

The citation provides details like title, publisher, publication year, etc.

Example (MLA):

Doe, Jane. Understanding Citing Practices. Academic Press, 2020.

2. Citing an Edited Book
When citing an edited volume:

The editor's name is included, often with an abbreviation like "ed." or "eds." in MLA style.

If citing a specific chapter, both the chapter's author and the editor are included.

Example (MLA):

Smith, John, editor. Collected Essays on Literature. University Press,
2018.



3. Citing a Journal Article with Multiple Authors
Here:

All authors are listed in the citation, usually in order.

Names are formatted according to style guidelines.

Example (APA):

Brown, L., & Green, P. (2019). The role of editors in scholarly
publishing. Journal of Publishing Studies, 15(3), 45-60.

4. Citing a Source with Corporate or Organizational Authors
In such cases:

The organization’s name is listed as the author.

Example (MLA):

World Health Organization. Global Health Reports. WHO Publications,
2021.

---

Impact of Giving Names on Citation Accuracy and
Academic Integrity

Including author or editor names is directly linked to the integrity and reliability of your citations.

1. Ensures Proper Credit
Giving the correct names:

Prevents plagiarism by acknowledging original creators.

Supports academic honesty in research and writing.



2. Influences Source Credibility
Accurate citations with proper names:

Help readers assess the authority of the source.

Allow for verification and further research.

3. Affects Citation Tracking and Impact Metrics
Correctly citing authors:

Contributes to accurate citation counts and author impact assessments.

Supports scholarly recognition and reputation.

---

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them When Citing
Names

Even experienced writers can make errors when including author or editor names. Recognizing and
correcting these can improve your citation quality.

1. Misspelling Names
- Always double-check spelling, especially with unfamiliar or non-English names.

2. Incorrect Name Order
- Follow style guidelines for name order; for example, surname first in MLA and Chicago styles.

3. Omitting Role Designations
- When relevant, include "ed." or "eds." for editors to clarify their role.



4. Inconsistent Formatting
- Maintain consistent formatting throughout your Works Cited list.

---

Conclusion

In summary, when you give the authors or editors' names in a Works Cited citation, several
important things happen:

- You ensure proper attribution and academic integrity.
- You influence the formatting and style of your citation according to specific style guides.
- You clarify the role of individuals involved (author vs. editor).
- You facilitate source identification, verification, and scholarly recognition.
- You prevent plagiarism and support accurate scholarly communication.

By understanding and applying these principles correctly, you contribute to the clarity, credibility,
and integrity of your academic work. Proper citation of authors and editors is a cornerstone of
responsible research and scholarly writing, and paying careful attention to how names are presented
in your Works Cited list ensures your work adheres to high standards of academic excellence.

Frequently Asked Questions

When citing authors or editors in a Works Cited entry, should
you list their full names or initials?
You should generally list the authors' or editors' full names as they appear in the source, unless the
style guide specifies initials.

What is the correct way to format multiple authors' names in a
Works Cited entry?
For multiple authors, list their names in the order they appear, typically with the first author's name
inverted (Last Name, First Name) and subsequent names in normal order, separated by commas and
'and' before the last author.

In a Works Cited citation, how do you handle authors with
hyphenated or compound last names?
Include the hyphenated or compound last names as they appear in the source, ensuring proper
formatting according to the style guide you're using.



When citing an editor instead of an author, how should their
name be formatted in the Works Cited?
Editors' names are formatted similarly to authors, but it should be clear that they are editors, often
indicated by 'ed.' or 'eds.' after their names.

If a work has no author or editor listed, what should you do in
the Works Cited?
Use the title of the work in place of the author's or editor's name, formatted according to the style
guide.

How do you cite a work with both an author and an editor in a
Works Cited entry?
The author’s name is listed first, followed by the editor’s name, typically introduced with 'edited by,'
depending on the citation style.

What is the importance of accurately recording author or
editor names in a Works Cited entry?
Accurate names ensure proper attribution, facilitate locating the source, and maintain academic
integrity.

Should the authors' or editors' names be abbreviated in a
Works Cited citation?
Generally, full names are used unless the style guide specifies initials or abbreviations are
acceptable.

How do you cite a corporate author or organization in a Works
Cited entry?
Use the organization's official name as the author, formatted according to the style guide, without
abbreviations unless standard.

When multiple works by the same author are cited, how
should their authors' names be presented in the Works Cited?
The author's name is listed once, followed by the different titles, usually arranged alphabetically by
title, with proper formatting to distinguish each work.



Additional Resources
When You Give The Authors Or Editors' Names In A Works Cited Citation, Which Of The Following
Things—these questions often arise for students, researchers, and writers navigating the
complexities of citation standards. Properly citing authors and editors is a crucial aspect of academic
integrity and scholarly communication. Whether you’re working with MLA, APA, Chicago, or other
citation styles, understanding what to include when listing authors or editors can significantly
impact the clarity, accuracy, and professionalism of your work. In this guide, we will explore the key
considerations and best practices when referencing authors and editors in a Works Cited or
References page, helping you master this essential element of academic writing.

---

Understanding the Role of Authors and Editors in Citations

Before diving into the specifics, it’s important to clarify the distinctions between authors and editors,
and how each functions within a citation.

What Is an Author?

An author is the person or group responsible for creating the content of a work—be it a book, article,
essay, or digital publication. In citations, authors are typically credited first because they are the
primary creators.

What Is an Editor?

An editor is someone who prepares a work for publication by organizing, revising, or annotating it.
Editors can be responsible for collections of works, anthologies, or edited volumes. When citing
works with editors, it’s essential to distinguish their role from that of the author.

---

When You Give the Authors' or Editors' Names in a Works Cited Citation: Key Considerations

Depending on the citation style, the inclusion and formatting of authors’ and editors’ names follow
specific rules. Here, we analyze the main aspects to consider.

1. Which Names to Include: Authors, Editors, or Both?

- Primary Authors: Usually listed first, especially when the author is responsible for the main
content.
- Editors: Included when the work is an edited volume or collection; their names are cited in a
specific position depending on the style.
- Multiple Authors or Editors: When there are multiple contributors, rules differ for listing and
formatting.

2. How to Format Names: First Name, Last Name, or Both?

Most styles require the last name to be listed first, followed by the first name or initials. For editors,
similar rules apply, but the placement and punctuation vary.



3. The Use of "Ed." or "Eds." in Citations

- Singular Editor: Use "Ed." (e.g., Edited by John Smith).
- Multiple Editors: Use "Eds." (e.g., Edited by Jane Doe and Robert Brown).

4. When to Include "Edited by" or "Author" in the Citation

In many styles, the role is implied based on the format, but sometimes explicitly stating "edited by"
clarifies the contributor’s role, especially if the editor is not the primary author.

---

Style-Specific Guidelines for Listing Names in Works Cited

Different citation styles have nuanced rules. Below, we explore the main styles—MLA, APA, and
Chicago—and what they specify when giving authors’ or editors’ names.

MLA Style

Key Points:

- List authors’ names in the order: Last Name, First Name.
- For works with editors instead of authors, start with the editor’s name, followed by "editor" or
"editors."
- For edited collections, the editor’s name appears first, with "edited by" included in the citation.

Example:

Book with an author:

Smith, John. The Art of Writing. Penguin, 2020.

Edited volume:

Johnson, Mary, editor. Modern Perspectives on Literature. Academic Press, 2018.

In-text note: When citing an edited collection, MLA often emphasizes the editor’s name in the Works
Cited, with the focus on the author(s) of individual chapters.

---

APA Style

Key Points:

- List authors’ names as Last Name, First Initial.
- When citing an edited book, list the editor(s) as "Ed." or "Eds." after their names.
- Use the format: Last Name, First Initial. (Ed.) for a single editor; Last Name, First Initial., & Last
Name, First Initial. (Eds.) for multiple editors.

Examples:



Single editor:

Johnson, M. (Ed.). (2018). Modern perspectives on literature. Academic Press.

Multiple editors:

Lee, T., & Kim, S. (Eds.). (2017). Contemporary issues in education. Education Publishers.

Note: APA emphasizes the role of editors explicitly, especially for edited collections.

---

Chicago Style

Key Points:

- Two systems: Notes and Bibliography, and Author-Date.
- In the Bibliography, list the editor as "edited by" or "edited" depending on context.
- Names are inverted: Last Name, First Name.

Examples:

Book with an author:

Doe, Jane. Understanding History. University Press, 2019.

Edited volume:

Williams, Robert, ed. Collecting Modern Art. ArtWorld Publications, 2015.

In citations: The role of the editor can be specified, and their names are usually included at the
beginning of the citation.

---

Special Cases and Additional Considerations

1. When There Are Multiple Authors or Editors

- MLA: List the first author, followed by "et al." if more than three authors; editors are listed
separately.
- APA: List up to 20 authors; for more than that, use ellipsis.
- Chicago: List all authors if six or fewer; if more, list the first few followed by "et al."

2. Works with Corporate or Group Authors

- Use the full name of the organization or group.
- Follow style-specific rules for abbreviations.

3. Citing Translations or Editions



- When citing a translated work, include the translator’s name.
- For different editions, specify the edition in the citation.

---

Practical Tips for Accurate and Consistent Citations

- Always consult the specific style guide you are using.
- Pay attention to punctuation, capitalization, and order.
- Use citation management tools for consistency.
- Double-check author/editor names for accuracy, especially for works with multiple contributors.

---

Summary: What To Remember

- Authors are responsible for the main content; editors prepare or compile works.
- In citations, author names are usually listed first unless citing an edited volume.
- Use "Ed." or "Eds." to denote editors, depending on whether there is one or multiple.
- Always follow the specific style guidelines for formatting names, roles, and order.
- Clarify the role of contributors when necessary to avoid confusion.

---

Final Thoughts

When You Give The Authors Or Editors' Names In A Works Cited Citation, Which Of The Following
Things—the answer depends on the context of your source, the style guide you're adhering to, and
the nature of the contribution. Whether citing a single author, multiple authors, an editor, or an
edited volume, attention to detail ensures your citations are accurate and professional. Proper
attribution not only upholds academic integrity but also guides your readers to the original sources
for further exploration. Mastering these nuances will elevate the quality of your scholarly work and
help you communicate clearly within the academic community.
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