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\X/HEN CARING FOR PATIENTS ON MEDICATION, ESPECIALLY THOSE INVOLVING OPIOIDS LIKE CODEINE, ENSURING PROPER
UNDERSTANDING AND ADHERENCE IS VITAL TO SAFETY AND EFFECTIVENESS. A MEDICAL ASSISTANT PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN
REINFORCING PATIENT EDUCATION, CLARIFYING INSTRUCTIONS, AND ADDRESSING CONCERNS RELATED TO MEDICATION USE. IN THIS
CONTEXT, UNDERSTANDING THE KEY POINTS TO EMPHASIZE WHEN TEACHING A PATIENT ABOUT CODEINE IS ESSENTIAL FOR
OPTIMAL OUTCOMES. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE CRITICAL ASPECTS OF REINFORCING TEACHING WITH A PATIENT TAKING

CODEINE, COVERING SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS, COMMON SIDE EFFECTS, PROPER ADMINISTRATION, POTENTIAL INTERACTIONS, AND
WHEN TO SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION.

UNDERSTANDING CODEINE AND |TS USES

BEFORE DIVING INTO PATIENT EDUCATION, IT’S IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND WHAT CODEINE IS AND ITS INDICATIONS.

WHAT Is CODEINE?

CODEINE IS AN OPIOID ANALGESIC USED PRIMARILY FOR MILD TO MODERATE PAIN RELIEF AND AS A COUGH SUPPRESSANT. T
W ORKS BY BINDING TO OPIOID RECEPTORS IN THE CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM, ALTERING THE PERCEPTION OF PAIN AND
SUPPRESSING COUGH REFLEXES.

ComMMoN Uses oF CODEINE

® TREATMENT OF MILD TO MODERATE PAIN
e COUGH SUPPRESSION IN RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS

e PART OF COMBINATION MEDICATIONS FOR PAIN AND COUGH

Key PoINTS IN REINFORCING PATIENT TEACHING ABoUT CODEINE

1. PROPER ADMINISTRATION AND DOSAGE

ENSURING THE PATIENT UNDERSTANDS HOW AND WHEN TO TAKE CODEINE MINIMIZES RISKS OF OVERDOSE OR INEFFECTIVE PAIN
MANAGEMENT.

1. FOLLOW THE PRESCRIBED DOSE AND SCHEDULE PRECISELY.

2. DO NOT TAKE MORE THAN THE RECOMMENDED DOSE.

3. USE THE MEDICATION WITH A FULL GLASS OF WATER UNLESS INSTRUCTED OTHERW/ISE.

4. AvOID CRUSHING OR CHEWING EXTENDED-RELEASE FORMULATIONS.



5. Do NOT DOUBLE DOSES IF A DOSE IS MISSED, CONTACT YOUR HEALTHCARE PROVIDER FOR GUIDANCE.

2. AvoIDING ALcoHoL AND CNS DEePRESSANTS

ALCOHOL AND OTHER CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM DEPRESSANTS CAN ENHANCE CODEINE’S SEDATIVE EFFECTS AND INCREASE THE
RISK OF RESPIRATORY DEPRESSION.
® REINFORCE THE IMPORTANCE OF AVOIDING ALCOHOL WHILE TAKING CODEINE.

® |[NFORM THE PATIENT ABOUT OTHER MEDICATIONS THAT MAY CAUSE SEDATION, SUCH AS SEDATIVES, TRANQUILIZERS,
AND ANTIHIST AMINES.

3. RECOGNIZING AND MANAGING SIDE EFFECTS

PATIENTS SHOULD BE AWARE OF COMMON AND SERIOUS SIDE EFFECTS, AS WELL AS WHEN TO SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION.

1. COMMON SIDE EFFECTS: DROWSINESS, DIZZINESS, CONSTIPATION, NAUSEA, VOMITING.
2. SERIOUS SIDE EFFECTS: DIFFICULTY BREATHING, SEVERE DROWSINESS, CONFUSION, RASH, OR ALLERGIC REACTIONS.

3. ADVISE PATIENTS TO REPORT PERSISTENT OR SEVERE SIDE EFFECTS TO THEIR HEALTHCARE PROVIDER PROMPTLY.

4. PReVENTING CONSTIPATION

CONSTIPATION IS A FREQUENT SIDE EFFECT OF OPIOIDS, INCLUDING CODEINE.

® ENCOURAGE INCREASED FLUID INTAKE AND DIETARY FIBER.
® RECOMMEND REGULAR PHYSICAL ACTIVITY IF TOLERATED.

e DISCUSS THE USE OF STOOL SOFTENERS OR LAXATIVES IF NECESSARY, AS ADVISED BY A HEALTHCARE PROVIDER.

5. AVOIDING DRIVING AND OPERATING MACHINERY

CODEINE CAN CAUSE DROWSINESS AND IMPAIR COGNITIVE AND MOTOR SKILLS.

e ADVISE PATIENTS NOT TO DRIVE OR OPERATE HEAVY MACHINERY UNTIL THEY UNDERSTAND HOW THE MEDICATION
AFFECTS THEM.

e X/ ARN THAT THE SEDATIVE EFFECTS CAN PERSIST FOR SEVERAL HOURS AFTER TAKING THE MEDICATION.



6. PRECAUTIONS IN SPECIAL POPULATIONS

CERTAIN POPULATIONS REQUIRE ADDITIONAL CAUTION WHEN USING CODEINE.

1. PREGNANT AND BREASTFEEDING WOMEN: DISCUSS POTENTIAL RISKS TO THE FETUS OR INFANT.
2. OLDER ADULTS: MAY EXPERIENCE INCREASED SENSITIVITY TO SIDE EFFECTS, START WITH LOWER DOSES.
3. PATIENTS WITH RESPIRATORY ISSUES: INCREASED RISK OF RESPIRATORY DEPRESSION; MONITOR CLOSELY.

4. PATIENTS WITH A HISTORY OF SUBSTANCE ABUSE: BE CAUTIOUS DUE TO POTENTIAL DEPENDENCY.

UNDERSTANDING POTENTIAL INTERACTIONS AND CONTRAINDICATIONS

DRUG INTERACTIONS

CODEINE CAN INTERACT WITH VARIOUS MEDICATIONS, AFFECTING ITS EFFICACY OR INCREASING ADVERSE EFFECTS.

e OTHER CNS DEPRESSANTS: BENZODIAZEPINES, ALCOHOL, SEDATIVES — INCREASE SEDATION RISK.
o MAO INHIBITORS: CAN CAUSE SERIOUS INTERACTIONS INCLUDING RESPIRATORY DEPRESSION.

® ANTICHOLINERGIC DRUGS: MAY INCREASE CONSTIPATION OR URINARY RETENTION.

CONTRAINDICATIONS

PATIENTS SHOULD AVOID CODEINE IF THEY HAVE CERTAIN CONDITIONS.

o KNOWN HYPERSENSITIVITY TO OPIOIDS
® RESPIRATORY DEPRESSION OR SEVERE ASTHMA
® SIGNIFICANT RESPIRATORY OR GASTROINTESTINAL CONDITIONS

e USE WITH CAUTION IN CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS; RISK OF RESPIRATORY DEPRESSION

PATIENT SAFETY AND MONITORING

MONITORING FOR SIGNS oF OVERDOSE

OVERDOSE IS A SERIOUS CONCERN WITH OPIOIDS LIKE CODEINE.



1. SINGS INCLUDE PINPOINT PUPILS, EXTREME DROWSINESS, CONFUSION, COLD CLAMMY SKIN, SLOW OR SHALLOW
BREATHING, UNRESPONSIVENESS.

2. IN CASE OF OVERDOSE, ADMINISTER NALOXONE IF AVAILABLE AND SEEK EMERGENCY MEDICAL HELP IMMEDIATELY.

SAFE STORAGE AND DISPOSAL

PROPER STORAGE PREVENTS MISUSE, AND DISPOSAL PREVENTS ACCIDENTAL INGESTION.

® STORE IN A SECURE PLACE AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND OTHERS WHO MAY MISUSE IT.

e FOLLOW LOCAL GUIDELINES OR PHARMACY INSTRUCTIONS FOR DISPOSAL OF UNUSED MEDICATION.

\WHEN To CONTACT A HEALTHCARE PROVIDER

PATIENTS SHOULD BE INSTRUCTED TO SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION IF THEY EXPERIENCE:

® SIGNS OF ALLERGIC REACTIONS: RASH, ITCHING, SWELLING, DIFFICULTY BREATHING.
® PERSISTENT OR SEVERE SIDE EFFECTS SUCH AS NAUSEA, VOMITING, DIZZINESS, OR CONSTIPATION.
® SIGNS OF OVERDOSE: DIFFICULTY BREATHING, EXTREME DROWSINESS, UNRESPONSIVENESS.

e ANY NEW OR WORSENING SYMPTOMS OR CONCERNS ABOUT MEDICATION EFFICACY.

SUMMARY AND FINAL TIPS FOR MEDICAL ASSISTANTS

REINFORCING PATIENT EDUCATION ABOUT CODEINE INVOLVES CLEAR, COMPREHENSIVE COMMUNICATION TAILORED TO INDIVIDUAL
NEEDS. ENSURE THE PATIENT UNDERSTANDS THE IMPORTANCE OF ADHERENCE, RECOGNIZES SIDE EFFECTS, AND KNOWS WHEN TO
SEEK HELP. EMPHASIZE SAFE STORAGE, PROPER DISPOSAL, AND THE DANGERS OF COMBINING CODEINE WITH ALCOHOL OR OTHER
DEPRESSANTS. REGULAR FOLLOW-UP AND OPEN COMMUNICATION FOSTER SAFER MEDICATION USE AND ENHANCE PATIENT
OUTCOMES.

IN CONCLUSION, AS A MEDICAL ASSISTANT, YOUR ROLE IN REINFORCING TEACHING ABOUT CODEINE IS VITAL. PrRoOVIDING
THOROUGH EDUCATION, ADDRESSING PATIENT QUESTIONS, AND EMPHASIZING SAFETY PRECAUTIONS CAN SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE
RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH OPIOID THERAPY WHILE PROMOTING EFFECTIVE PAIN MANAGEMENT AND COUGH SUPPRESSION.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

A MeDICAL ASSISTANT IS REINFORCING TEACHING WITH A PATIENT WHo Is T AKING
COoDEINE. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING SHOULD THE ASSISTANT INCLUDE IN THE
INSTRUCTIONS?

ADVISE THE PATIENT TO AVOID OPERATING HEAVY MACHINERY OR DRIVING UNTIL THEY KNOW HOW CODEINE AFFECTS THEM.



A MeDpicAL ASSISTANT IS REINFORCING TEACHING WITH A PATIENT WHo Is T AKING
CoDEINE. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING IS AN IMPORTANT SAFETY WARNING TO INCLUDE?

W/ ARN THE PATIENT ABOUT THE RISK OF RESPIRATORY DEPRESSION AND TO SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION IF THEY EXPERIENCE
DIFFICULTY BREATHING.

A MebpIcAL ASSISTANT IS REINFORCING TEACHING WITH A PATIENT WHo Is T AKING
CoDEINE. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING SHOULD BE EMPHASIZED REGARDING POTENTIAL SIDE
EFFECTS?

NOTIFY THE HEALTHCARE PROVIDER IF EXPERIENCING NAUSEA, DIZZINESS, OR CONSTIPATION.

A MebpicAL AsSSISTANT IS REINFORCING TEACHING WITH A PATIENT WHo Is T AKING
CoDEINE. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING SHOULD THE ASSISTANT MENTION ABOUT
MEDICATION INTERACTIONS?

CAUTION THE PATIENT ABOUT COMBINING CODEINE WITH ALCOHOL OR OTHER SEDATIVES DUE TO INCREASED RISK OF SEDATION
AND RESPIRATORY ISSUES.

A MeDpicAL ASSISTANT IS REINFORCING TEACHING WITH A PATIENT WHo Is T AKING
CoDEINE. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING SHOULD BE INCLUDED REGARDING DEPENDENCY RISK?

INFORM THE PATIENT ABOUT THE POTENTIAL FOR DEPENDENCE AND ADVISE THEM TO USE THE MEDICATION ONLY AS PRESCRIBED.

A MebpicAL ASSISTANT IS REINFORCING TEACHING WITH A PATIENT WHo Is T AKING
CoDEINE. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING DIETARY CONSIDERATIONS SHOULD BE DISCUSSED?

ENCOURAGE THE PATIENT TO MAINTAIN ADEQUATE HYDRATION AND FIBER INTAKE TO PREVENT CONSTIPATION.

A MeDpIcAL ASSISTANT IS REINFORCING TEACHING WITH A PATIENT WHo Is T AKING
CoDEINE. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING IS A CONTRAINDICATION TO ITS USE?

PATIENTS WITH A HISTORY OF RESPIRATORY DEPRESSION OR SEVERE ASTHMA SHOULD AVOID CODEINE UNLESS PRESCRIBED BY A
HEALTHCARE PROVIDER.

A MeDpIcAL ASSISTANT IS REINFORCING TEACHING WITH A PATIENT WHo Is T AKING
CoDEINE. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING SHOULD BE INCLUDED ABOUT STORAGE AND
DISPOSAL?

INSTRUCT THE PATIENT TO STORE THE MEDICATION SECURELY OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN AND TO DISPOSE OF UNUSED
MEDICATION PROPERLY.

A MebpicAL ASSISTANT IS REINFORCING TEACHING WITH A PATIENT WHo Is T AKING
CoDEINE. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING SHOULD BE EMPHASIZED ABOUT REPORTING SIDE
EFFECTS?

ADVISE THE PATIENT TO REPORT ANY SIGNS OF ALLERGIC REACTIONS, SEVERE DROWSINESS, OR CONFUSION IMMEDIATELY.



A MEebICAL ASSISTANT IS REINFORCING TEACHING WITH A PATIENT WHo Is T AKING
CoDEINE. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING SHOULD BE INCLUDED REGARDING THE DURATION OF
THERAPY?

INSTRUCT THE PATIENT TO USE THE MEDICATION ONLY FOR THE PRESCRIBED DURATION AND TO CONSULT THEIR PROVIDER IF PAIN
PERSISTS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

A MEepICAL ASSISTANT IS REINFORCING TEACHING WITH A PATIENT WHo Is T akING CoDeINE: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE FOR
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS

W/HEN A MEDICAL ASSISTANT FINDS THEMSELVES REINFORCING TEACHING WITH A PATIENT WHO IS TAKING CODEINE, IT
UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF PATIENT EDUCATION IN ENSURING SAFE AND EFFECTIVE MEDICATION USE. CODEINE, A POTENT
OPIOID ANALGESIC, IS COMMONLY PRESCRIBED FOR MODERATE TO SEVERE PAIN RELIEF BUT CARRIES RISKS SUCH AS DEPENDENCE,

RESPIRATORY DEPRESSION, AND ADVERSE DRUG INTERACTIONS. PROPER PATIENT EDUCATION IS ESSENTIAL TO OPTIMIZE
THERAPEUTIC OUTCOMES AND MINIMIZE POTENTIAL COMPLICATIONS.

UNDERSTANDING CODEINE: AN OVERVIEW

BEFORE DIVING INTO PATIENT TEACHING STRATEGIES, IT IS CRUCIAL TO UNDERSTAND WHAT CODEINE IS, HOW IT WORKS, AND
WHY IT REQUIRES CAREFUL MANAGEMENT.

WHAT |Is CODEINE?

CODEINE IS AN OPIOID MEDICATION DERIVED FROM THE OPIUM POPPY. |T FUNCTIONS PRIMARILY AS A PAIN RELIEVER AND COUGH
SUPPRESSANT. |T IS OFTEN PRESCRIBED IN COMBINATION WITH OTHER ANALGESICS LIKE ACETAMINOPHEN OR NSA(Ds.

How Does CobeINE W/ ORk?

CODEINE IS METABOLIZED IN THE LIVER TO MORPHINE, WHICH BINDS TO OPIOID RECEPTORS IN THE CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM,
ALTERING THE PERCEPTION OF PAIN AND SUPPRESSING COUGH REFLEXES.

CoMMoN Uses oF CoDEINE

- MODERATE TO SEVERE PAIN MANAGEMENT
- CoUGH SUPPRESSION (ANTITUSSIVE)

POTENTIAL RiIsks AND SIDE EFFECTS

- RESPIRATORY DEPRESSION

- DROWSINESS AND SEDATION
- NAUSEA AND VOMITING

- CONSTIPATION

- DEPENDENCE AND ADDICTION
- ALLERGIC REACTIONS

THE ROLE oF THE MEDICAL ASSISTANT IN PATIENT EDUCATION

THE MEDICAL ASSISTANT ACTS AS AN ESSENTIAL LINK BETWEEN THE PATIENT AND THE HEALTHCARE TEAM. W/HEN REINFORCING
TEACHING ABOUT CODEINE, THE MEDICAL ASSISTANT’S RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:

- ENSURING UNDERSTANDING OF MEDICATION INSTRUCTIONS



- ADDRESSING PATIENT CONCERNS AND QUESTIONS
- EMPHASIZING SAFE MEDICATION PRACTICES

- RECOGNIZING SIGNS OF ADVERSE REACTIONS

- ADVISING ON PROPER STORAGE AND DISPOSAL

Key TEACHING POINTS \WHEN REINFORCING W/ ITH A PATIENT T AkING CODEINE

1. ProPer Use AND DOSAGE INSTRUCTIONS

- FoLLOW THE PRESCRIBED DOSAGE PRECISELY TO AVOID OVERDOSE OR UNDERDOSE.

- Do NOT INCREASE OR DECREASE THE DOSE WITHOUT CONSULTING THE HEALTHCARE PROVIDER.

- USE MEASURED DOSING DEVICES (E.G., MEDICATION CUPS OR SYRINGES) TO ENSURE ACCURACY.

- BE AWARE OF TIMING—TAKE THE MEDICATION AT SCHEDULED INTERVALS, NOT MORE FREQUENTLY.

2. DURATION OF THERAPY

- T AKE THE MEDICATION ONLY FOR THE PRESCRIBED DURATION.
- DO NOT CONTINUE OR STOP THE MEDICATION ABRUPTLY WITHOUT MEDICAL ADVICE TO PREVENT WITHDRAWAL SYMPTOMS.

3. AVOIDING DRUG INTERACTIONS

- CHECK ALL MEDICATIONS THE PATIENT IS TAKING TO AVOID DANGEROUS INTERACTIONS.

- BE CAUTIOUS WITH OTHER CNS DEPRESSANTS (E.G., ALCOHOL, BENZODIAZEPINES) WHICH CAN INCREASE SEDATION AND
RESPIRATORY DEPRESSION.

- INFORM THE HEALTHCARE PROVIDER OF ANY ALLERGIES OR PRIOR ADVERSE REACTIONS.

4. RECOGNIZING ADVERSE EFFECTS AND \WHEN TO SEEK HELP

PATIENTS SHOULD BE INSTRUCTED TO MONITOR FOR AND REPORT:

- SIGNS OF RESPIRATORY DEPRESSION: SLOW OR SHALLOW BREATHING

- SEVERE DROWSINESS OR SEDATION

- ALLERGIC REACTIONS: RASH, ITCHING, SWELLING, DIFFICULTY BREATHING

- CONSTIPATION: ADVISE ON DIETARY FIBER, HYDRATION, AND ACTIVITY

- SIGNS OF OVERDOSE: PINPOINT PUPILS, UNCONSCIOUSNESS, PINPOINT PUPILS

5. SAFE ADMINISTRATION PRACTICES

- TAKE WITH FOOD OR MILK IF GASTRIC UPSET OCCURS.

- AVOID CRUSHING OR CHEWING EXTENDED-RELEASE FORMULATIONS.

- DO NOT SHARE MEDICATION WITH OTHERS.

6. PrecaUTIONS AND CONTRAINDICATIONS

- PATIENTS WITH RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS (E.G., ASTHMA, COPD) SHOULD USE CAUTION.
- AVOID USE IN CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OR THOSE WITH CERTAIN GENETIC ENZYME DEFICIENCIES DUE TO INCREASED RISK OF
ADVERSE EFFECTS.

- PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING WOMEN SHOULD CONSULT THEIR PROVIDER BEFORE USE.

7. IMPACT oF ALcoHoL AND OTHErR CNS DEPRESSANTS

- AVOID ALCOHOL WHILE TAKING CODEINE AS IT SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASES SEDATION AND RESPIRATORY DEPRESSION.
- BE CAUTIOUS WITH MEDICATIONS THAT CAUSE CNS DEPRESSION.

8. STORAGE AND DisPosaL

- STORE IN A SECURE LOCATION AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND UNAUTHORIZED PERSONS.



- DISPOSE OF UNUSED MEDICATION PROPERLY, FOLLOWING LOCAL GUIDELINES OR PHARMACY TAKE-BACK PROGRAMS.

SpeciAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR PATIENT SAFETY
ADDRESSING OPI0ID DEPENDENCE AND ADDICTION

- EDUCATE PATIENTS ABOUT THE POTENTIAL FOR DEPENDENCE, ESPECIALLY WITH PROLONGED USE.
- ENCOURAGE USE OF THE LOWEST EFFECTIVE DOSE FOR THE SHORTEST DURATION.
- Discuss THE IMPORTANCE OF NOT EXCEEDING PRESCRIBED DOSES.

MONITORING AND FoLLOW-UP

- ADVISE PATIENTS TO REPORT PERSISTENT OR WORSENING PAIN.
- SCHEDULE FOLLOW-UP APPOINTMENTS TO ASSESS EFFICACY AND SIDE EFFECTS.
- BE VIGILANT FOR SIGNS OF MISUSE OR ABUSE.

COMMUNICATING EFFECTIVELY W/ITH PATIENTS
EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION IS KEY TO REINFORCING TEACHING:

- USE PLAIN LANGUAGE AND AVOID MEDICAL JARGON.

- ENCOURAGE QUESTIONS TO ENSURE UNDERSTANDING.

- PROVIDE WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS OR PAMPHLETS FOR REFERENCE.

- CONFIRM UNDERSTANDING THROUGH TEACH-BACK METHODS, ASKING THE PATIENT TO REPEAT INSTRUCTIONS.

SUMMARY CHECKLIST FOR MEDICAL ASSISTANTS REINFORCING TEACHING ON CODEINE

- [ ] CONFIRM PATIENT UNDERSTANDS CORRECT DOSAGE AND TIMING

- [ ] EDUCATE ABOUT POTENTIAL SIDE EFFECTS AND WHEN TO SEEK HELP
- [ ] W ARN ABOUT INTERACTIONS WITH ALCOHOL AND OTHER SEDATIVES
- [ ] EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF NOT SHARING MEDICATION

- [ ] Discuss STORAGE AND PROPER DISPOSAL

- [ ] ADDRESS CONCERNS ABOUT DEPENDENCE AND ADDICTION

- [ ] SCHEDULE FOLLOW-UP IF NEEDED

FINAL THOUGHTS

REINFORCING TEACHING WITH A PATIENT WHO IS TAKING CODEINE REQUIRES A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH THAT ADDRESSES
MEDICATION SAFETY, SIDE EFFECT MANAGEMENT, AND PATIENT CONCERNS. AS TRUSTED HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS, MEDICAL
ASSISTANTS PLAY A PIVOTAL ROLE IN ENSURING PATIENTS ARE WELL-INFORMED, WHICH ULTIMATELY PROMOTES SAFE
MEDICATION USE AND BETTER HEALTH OUTCOMES. STAYING VIGILANT, COMMUNICATING CLEARLY, AND PROVIDING PATIENT-
CENTERED EDUCATION ARE FUNDAMENTAL IN MANAGING OPIOID THERAPY RESPONSIBLY.

REMEMBER: ALWAYS ADHERE TO YOUR FACILITY'S PROTOCOLS AND COLLABORATE WITH THE HEALTHCARE TEAM TO PROVIDE
THE BEST PATIENT EDUCATION POSSIBLE.
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