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The Hundred Years' War was a pivotal conflict in medieval European history, lasting from 1337 to 1453. It
was characterized by a series of battles, political upheavals, and shifting alliances between England and
France. This war not only reshaped national boundaries but also had profound cultural and social impacts on
both nations. Among the numerous consequences of this protracted conflict, one of the most remarkable is the
rise of Joan of Arc, whose leadership and legend significantly influenced France’s history. This article explores
how the Hundred Years' War led to Joan of Arc's emergence as a national heroine, her role in the French
victory, and the subsequent decline of English influence in France, culminating in the eventual French victory and
the end of English ambitions on the continent.

---

The Background of the Hundred Years' War

Origins of the Conflict
The Hundred Years' War was rooted in complex political, territorial, and dynastic disputes. Key causes
included:
- The contest over the succession to the French throne following the death of Charles IV of France.
- Disputes over control of territories such as Aquitaine, which was held by the English crown but situated
within France.
- Economic tensions between the two kingdoms, especially regarding trade and control of rich regions.

Major Phases of the War
The war can be divided into several phases:
- The Edwardian War (1337–1360): Early English victories and territorial gains.
- The Caroline War (1369–1389): Renewed fighting with fluctuating fortunes.
- The Lancastrian War (1415–1453): Final phase marked by significant French resurgence.

---

Joan of Arc: The Catalyst of Change

Who Was Joan of Arc?
Joan of Arc, born around 1412 in Domr�my, France, was a peasant girl who claimed to have visions instructing
her to support Charles VII and aid France in defeating the English. Her unwavering faith, leadership, and military
insight made her a pivotal figure during the latter stages of the Hundred Years' War.



Joan’s Role in the French War Effort
- Visions and Calling: Joan believed she was chosen by divine voices to lead France to victory.
- The Siege of Orl�ans: Her leadership was crucial in lifting the siege in 1429, a turning point for the French.
- Coronation of Charles VII: She facilitated the coronation of Charles VII as King of France, bolstering
national morale.
- Symbol of French Unity: Joan became a symbol of hope and resilience amidst chaos and defeat.

Her Capture and Trial
In 1430, Joan was captured by Burgundian forces allied with the English. She was tried for heresy, accused of
witchcraft, and ultimately burned at the stake in 1431. Her death galvanized French resistance and she was
posthumously rehabilitated, becoming a saint in 1920.

---

The Impact of Joan of Arc on France and the Hundred Years' War

Shifting the Momentum
Joan's leadership revitalized French morale and military strategy, leading to:
- Increased French victories in subsequent battles.
- The eventual reconquest of territories lost to the English.
- The strengthening of the French monarchy’s authority.

Her Legacy and National Identity
Joan of Arc became an enduring symbol of:
- Patriotism and national unity.
- Divine guidance and faith.
- Female leadership in a male-dominated society.

The Decline of English Power
Following Joan’s death and the eventual French resurgence, the English faced:
- Military setbacks and loss of key territories such as Normandy, Aquitaine, and Gascony.
- Political instability and internal conflicts in England, including the Wars of the Roses.
- The end of their ambitions in France, culminating in the Treaty of Castillon (1453), which marked the final
French victory.

---

Aftermath and Consequences of the Hundred Years' War

Political Changes in France
- The strengthening of the central monarchy under Charles VII.
- Increased national unity and a sense of French identity.
- Reforms in military organization and taxation.



English Internal Struggles
- The war’s end contributed to internal conflicts like the Wars of the Roses.
- Decline of English territorial holdings in France.

Long-term Cultural and Social Effects
- The emergence of a distinctly French national consciousness.
- The veneration of Joan of Arc as a national heroine and saint.
- The development of modern notions of patriotism and national pride.

---

Conclusion: The Legacy of the Hundred Years' War and Joan of Arc

The Hundred Years' War was a transformative period that reshaped medieval Europe. Among its significant
outcomes was the rise of Joan of Arc, whose divine visions and courageous leadership inspired France to reclaim
its sovereignty. Her role in turning the tide of war exemplifies the profound impact individual agency can have
during times of national crisis. As a result of the war, France emerged with a strengthened monarchy, a renewed
sense of identity, and a legacy that endures through her canonization and status as a symbol of resilience.
Conversely, England’s waning influence on the continent marked the end of its medieval ambitions there. The
war's conclusion set the stage for the modern nation-states and the changing nature of warfare, politics, and
society in Europe.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

How did the Hundred Years' War influence Joan of Arc's rise to prominence?

The war created a sense of national crisis in France, which allowed Joan of Arc's leadership and visions to
inspire French troops, ultimately elevating her to a symbolic and military hero, though she never became queen.

In what way did the Hundred Years' War lead to significant political
changes in France?

The war resulted in the consolidation of royal power in France, weakening English influence and leading to the
eventual crowning of Charles VII as king, strengthening the French monarchy.

Did Joan of Arc become Queen of France after the Hundred Years' War?

No, Joan of Arc did not become queen; she was a military leader and a national heroine, but she was never
royalty. The statement that she became queen is historically inaccurate.



How did the outcome of the Hundred Years' War affect English territorial
holdings?

The English lost most of their territories in France, including key regions like Normandy and Aquitaine, reducing
their influence and leading to internal conflicts in England.

What was the impact of the Hundred Years' War on French national
identity?

The war fostered a sense of unity and national pride in France, especially through figures like Joan of Arc,
contributing to the development of a stronger national identity.

How did the Hundred Years' War contribute to the decline of medieval
warfare?

The war saw the use of new technologies like the longbow and early cannons, which began to change military
strategies and contributed to the decline of traditional medieval combat methods.

What role did Joan of Arc play in the final stages of the Hundred Years'
War?

Joan of Arc played a crucial role in lifting the siege of Orl�ans and inspiring French troops, which helped turn
the tide of the war in favor of France, leading to the eventual French victory.

Why is Joan of Arc considered a symbol of French resistance and patriotism?

Because of her leadership, courage, and unwavering faith, Joan of Arc became a symbol of national unity and
resilience in France during and after the Hundred Years' War.
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The Hundred Years’ War (1337–1453) stands as one of the most tumultuous and transformative conflicts in
medieval European history. Spanning over a century, it reshaped notions of sovereignty, national identity, and
military strategy. Among the many figures who emerged from its chaos, Joan of Arc stands out as a symbol of
patriotism, divine inspiration, and dramatic historical change. This investigation explores how the prolonged
conflict indirectly facilitated Joan’s rise to prominence, how her story contributed to the eventual assertion
of French sovereignty, and the profound consequences for England’s position in France and broader European
politics.

---

The Origins and Context of the Hundred Years’ War

To understand the significance of Joan of Arc’s rise, it is essential first to grasp the origins and broader
context of the Hundred Years’ War. Rooted in complex territorial disputes, dynastic claims, and shifting
allegiances, the war was primarily fought over control of the French throne and territorial dominance in
Western Europe.



Key Causes of the War

- Dynastic Disputes: The war’s immediate trigger was the contested succession to the French crown after the
death of Charles IV in 1328. Edward III of England, as a nephew of Charles IV, claimed the throne, but the
French favored Philip VI of Valois, leading to a royal dispute.
- Territorial Claims: The English crown held extensive territories in France, notably Aquitaine, which became a
focal point of tension.
- Economic Factors: Control over trade routes and resources, especially in the Low Countries, contributed to
hostilities.
- Political Alliances: The complex web of alliances, including the Treaty of Paris (1259) and later the Treaty
of Arras (1435), reflected shifting loyalties that fueled the conflict.

The Course of the War

The war was characterized by periods of intense fighting, temporary truces, and strategic stalemates. Key
phases included:

- The initial English victories, notably the Battle of Cr�cy (1346) and the capture of Calais (1347).
- The Black Death’s impact, which slowed military campaigns but did not end hostilities.
- The resurgence of French resistance under leaders like Joan of Arc and subsequent reconquests.
- The eventual decline of English territorial ambitions in France, culminating in the Treaty of Castillon (1453).

---

Joan of Arc: The Catalyst of Change

Amid the chaos, Joan of Arc emerged—a peasant girl claiming divine visions urging her to support Charles VII
and reclaim France from English occupation. Her story is not merely one of personal piety but a reflection of
the war’s profound societal upheaval.

Background and Early Life

Born circa 1412 in Domr�my, a small village in northeastern France, Joan grew up amid the turmoil of the
Hundred Years’ War. Her visions and voices, which she claimed came from saints like Catherine, Margaret, and
Michael, directed her to aid France and restore Charles VII to his throne.

Joan’s Role in the Siege of Orl�ans

- Strategic Impact: Joan’s arrival in 1429 galvanized French morale. She claimed to have received divine
guidance to lift the siege of Orl�ans, a pivotal turning point.
- Military Influence: While not a military commander, her presence inspired troops and strengthened the French
resolve.
- Political Significance: Her support bolstered Charles VII’s legitimacy, aiding his coronation at Reims—the
traditional site of French royal coronations.

The Path to Queenship: Myth and Reality

Although Joan was never crowned queen, her influence significantly contributed to the re-establishment of



French sovereignty. Her role created a mythos that transcended her lifetime, positioning her as a symbol of
French national identity.

---

The Political and Cultural Aftermath of Joan’s Campaigns

The military successes catalyzed by Joan’s influence had lasting repercussions for France and England.

For France: The Rise of the Monarchy and National Identity

- Strengthening of Royal Authority: Joan’s support helped Charles VII consolidate power, reducing the
influence of rival factions.
- Cultural Renaissance: Her story inspired art, literature, and national symbols that fostered a sense of unity.
- Legitimization of the Monarchical Claim: Her role in the coronation reinforced the divine right of kings and the
sovereignty of the French monarchy.

For England: The Decline and Strategic Reassessment

- Loss of Territorial Control: The defeat at the Battle of Castillon (1453) marked the end of English
territorial ambitions in France.
- Political Repercussions: The loss contributed to internal instability, influencing subsequent English history,
including the Wars of the Roses.
- Shift in Military Strategy: The English had to adapt to new realities on the continent, impacting future
military campaigns.

---

The English Were Defeated: The End of English Ambitions in France

The phrase “the English were” refers to the culmination of English efforts in France, which ultimately failed due
to a combination of military, political, and cultural factors.

Military Decline

- Key Battles and Turning Points: The decisive defeat at Castillon was emblematic of English military decline.
- Loss of Key Strongholds: The fall of Bordeaux and other territories signaled the end of English territorial
holdings in France.

Political and Diplomatic Consequences

- Treaty of Castillon (1453): Effectively ended the war, with England ceding its remaining claims.
- Internal English Turmoil: The loss impacted domestic politics, fostering unrest and leading to the Wars of the
Roses.
- Shift Toward Nation-States: The war’s conclusion marked a transition toward centralized nation-states
and national identities.



Cultural and Historical Reflection

The defeat led to a reevaluation of English foreign policy and military strategy. It also cemented Joan of Arc’s
legacy as a national heroine and symbol of resilience.

---

Joan of Arc’s Legacy: From Peasant Girl to Icon

Though her life was brief—she was captured, tried for heresy, and executed in 1431—Joan’s legacy endured,
profoundly influencing French history and European identity.

Her Canonization and National Symbolism

- Canonized in 1920: Recognized as a saint, her story became intertwined with notions of divine justice and
patriotism.
- National Heroine: She remains a symbol of French unity and resistance against foreign domination.

Historical Interpretations

- Religious Perspective: Seen as a martyr and divine instrument.
- Political Perspective: Her story exemplifies how war can foster national identity.
- Cultural Impact: Inspired countless works of art, literature, and modern media.

---

Conclusion: The Interwoven Tapestry of War and Identity

The Hundred Years’ War was a defining epoch that shaped medieval Europe’s political, cultural, and military
landscape. Joan of Arc’s emergence was both a product and a catalyst of this tumult. Her rise from a peasant
girl to a national symbol underscores how war can create heroes, forge identities, and alter the course of
history.

The phrase “As a result of the Hundred Years’ War, Joan of Arc became Queen of France the English were”
encapsulates the complex aftermath of this prolonged conflict: the rise of French sovereignty, the decline of
English territorial ambitions, and the enduring myth of Joan as a queenly figure—though she never wore a
crown, her legacy crowned her as a queen of hearts and history.

In analyzing this historical narrative, it becomes clear that the war’s end marked not just territorial shifts
but the birth of modern notions of nationhood, heroism, and cultural memory—an enduring testament to how
conflict can shape identities far beyond the battlefield.
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