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Basep ON His ApProAcCH To DEALING W ITH NATIVE AMERICANS, THOMAS JEFFERSON WouLD MosT LIKELY AGREe W/ITH

THOMAS JEFFERSON, THE THIRD PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND A FOUNDING FATHER, LEFT A COMPLEX LEGACY
REGARDING HIS POLICIES AND ATTITUDES TOWARD NATIVE AMERICANS. HiS APPROACH TO NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES WAS
SHAPED BY THE PREVAILING BELIEFS OF HIS ERA, HIS VISION FOR WESTWARD EXPANSION, AND HIS IDEAS ABOUT AMERICAN
IDENTITY AND SOVEREIGNTY. UNDERSTANDING JEFFERSON’S PERSPECTIVE PROVIDES VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO HISTORICAL
POLICIES AND ATTITUDES THAT CONTINUE TO INFLUENCE DISCUSSIONS ON NATIVE AMERICAN AFFAIRS TODAY.

IN THIS ARTICLE, WE EXPLOREJEFFERSON)S APPROACH TO DEALING WITH NATIVE AMERICANS/ ANALYZING HIS POLICIES, BELIEFS,
AND PROPOSALS. WE EXAMINE THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF HIS TENURE, HIS VISION FOR NATIVE AMERICANS’ FUTURE, AND
HOW HIS ATTITUDES MIGHT ALIGN WITH CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES. BY DOING SO, WE AIM TO SHED LIGHT ON THE LASTING
IMPACT OFJEFFERSON)S POLICIES AND OFFER INSIGHT INTO WHAT HE MIGHT MOST LIKELY AGREE WITH IN TODAY’S DISCUSSIONS
ABOUT NATIVE AMERICAN RIGHTS AND SOVEREIGNTY.

HisTorICAL CONTEXT OF THOMAS JEFFERSON’S PoLICIES TowARD NATIVE
AMERICANS

THoMAS JEFFERSON’S PRESIDENCY (180 1-1809) OCCURRED DURING A PERIOD OF RAPID TERRITORIAL EXPANSION FOR THE
UNITED STATES. THE LoUISIANA PURCHASE IN 1803 DOUBLED THE NATION'S SIZE, OPENING VAST LANDS WEST OF THE
MississIPPI RIVER TO AMERICAN SETTLERS AND POLICYMAKERS. NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES INHABITED THESE REGIONS, AND THEIR
RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WERE CRUCIAL TO THE NATION’S EXPANSION EFFORTS.

JEFFERSON’S POLICIES TOWARD NATIVE AMERICANS WERE INFLUENCED BY:

- THE MANIFEST DESTINY IDEOLOGY THAT EMPHASIZED AMERICAN TERRITORIAL EXPANSION.

- A BELIEF IN THE CIVILIZING MISSION TO INTEGRATE NATIVE AMERICANS INTO EUROPEAN-AMERICAN CUL TURE.

- THE DESIRE TO SECURE LAND FOR SETTLERS AND ELIMINATE NATIVE RESISTANCE.

- AN OVERARCHING VIEW OF NATIVE AMERICANS AS NOBLE SAVAGES WHO COULD BE TRANSFORMED INTO “CIVILIZED” CITIZENS.
JEFFERSON’S APPROACH WAS A BLEND OF DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATION, ASSIMILATION EFFORTS, AND, ULTIMATELY, DISPLACEMENT

POLICIES. HIS POLICIES LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE FEDERAL STRATEGIES, INCLUDING REMOVAL AND FORCED
RELOCATION.

JerrersoN’s VISION oF NATIVE AMERICAN ASSIMILATION AND CIVILIZATION

THe "CiviLizING MissioN”

JEFFERSON BELIEVED THAT NATIVE AMERICANS COULD BE INTEGRATED INTO AMERICAN SOCIETY THROUGH EDUCATION,
CHRISTIANITY, AND CULTURAL ASSIMILATION. HIS VISION WAS ROOTED IN THE IDEA THAT NATIVE TRIBES COULD ADOPT
EUROPEAN-AMERICAN CUSTOMS, AGRICULTURE, AND GOVERNANCE STRUCTURES.

Key ASPECTS OFJEFFERSON)S ASSIMILATION POLICIES INCLUDED:

- PROMOTING EDUCATION FOR NATIVE AMERICANS/ ESTABLISHING SCHOOLS TO TEACH EUROPEAN-STYLE FARMING, RELIGION,



AND LITERACY.
- ENCOURAGING MARRIAGE AND INTERMARRIAGE WITH EUROPEAN AMERICANS AS A MEANS OF SOCIAL INTEGRATION.

- ADVOCATING FOR LAND ALLOTMENTS THAT WOULD ALLOW INDIVIDUAL NATIVE FAMILIES TO OWN FARMS, SIMILAR TO
AMERICAN FARMERS.

JEFFERSON’S BELIEF WAS THAT PROGRESS TOWARD CIVILIZATION WOULD LEAD TO NATIVE AMERICANS ADOPTING EUROPEAN-
AMERICAN VALUES AND EVENTUALLY BECOMING CITIZENS.

THEe INDIAN REMovVAL AND LAND PoLICIES

DESPITE HIS CIVILIZING RHETORICIJEFFERSON ALSO SUPPORTED POLICIES THAT LED TO NATIVE DISPLACEMENT:

- THe TReATY oF ForT WAYNE (1809) AND OTHER AGREEMENTS OFTEN RESULTED IN NATIVE TRIBES CEDING LAND.

- THE INDIAN TRADE AND INTERCOURSE ACTS AIMED TO REGULATE TRADE AND LIMIT NATIVE AMERICANS’ TERRITORIAL
SOVEREIGNTY.

- THE LouISIANA PURCHASE AND SUBSEQUENT TREATIES EXPANDED U.S. conTrROL OVER NATIVE LANDS, OFTEN THROUGH
COERCIVE NEGOTIATIONS.

\X/HILEJEFFERSON)S POLICIES WERE SOMETIMES FRAMED AS BENEVOLENT OR DIPLOMATIC, THEY CONTRIBUTED TO THE EROSION OF
NATIVE LAND RIGHTS AND SOVEREIGNTY.

JerFFerSON’s PoLicY oF NEGOTIATION AND DIPLOMACY

JEFFERSON FAVORED A DIPLOMATIC APPROACH WHEN DEALING WITH NATIVE TRIBES, EMPHASIZING TREATIES AND NEGOTIATIONS
OVER MILITARY CONFRONTATION. HIS ADMINISTRATION SOUGHT TO:

- ESTABLISH PEACE TREATIES WITH TRIBES TO SECURE BOUNDARIES.
- RECOGNIZE TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY ONLY WITHIN CERTAIN LIMITS.

- USE INTERTRIBAL DIPLOMACY TO DIVIDE AND CONQUER NATIVE RESISTANCE.

HO\X/EVER, THESE TREATIES WERE OFTEN FRAUGHT WITH POWER IMBALANCES, AND NATIVE TRIBES FREQUENTLY FOUND
THEMSELVES COERCED INTO UNFAVORABLE AGREEMENTS.

THE RoLE oF TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY

JEFFERSON)S VIEWS ON TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY WERE COMPLICATED. HE RECOGNIZED NATIVE TRIBES AS DISTINCT NATIONS BUT
BELIEVED THEIR SOVEREIGNTY SHOULD BE LIMITED AND SUBORDINATE TO U.S. INTERESTS. HIS POLICIES AIMED TO:

- ENCOURAGE NATIVE AMERICANS TO ADOPT AMERICAN CUSTOMS AND BECOME "' CIVILIZED”.
- AsSIMILATE NATIVE TRIBES INTO THE AMERICAN SOCIO-POLITICAL FRAMEW ORK.

- USE FEDERAL AUTHORITY TO REGULATE AND CONTROL NATIVE LANDS AND PEOPLES.

THIS APPROACH REFLECTED A PATERNALISTIC ATTITUDE, VIEWING NATIVE AMERICANS AS NEEDING GUIDANCE AND SUPERVISION.

JerFERSON’S ATTITUDES TOWARD NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURE AND SOCIETY

JEFFERSON)S WRITINGS REVEAL A MIXTURE OF ADMIRATION AND CONDESCENSION TOWARDS NATIVE AMERICANS. HE OFTEN
EXPRESSED RESPECT FOR THEIR BRAVERY, NOBLE QUALITIES, AND TRIBAL ORGANIZATION, BUT ALSO VIEWED THEIR TRADITIONAL
CULTURES AS PRIMITIVE AND DESTINED TO DECLINE.



KEY ELEMENTS OF HIS ATTITUDES INCLUDED:

- THE BELIEF THAT NATIVE AMERICANS WERE NOBLE SAVAGES, CAPABLE OF PROGRESS BUT INHERENTLY DIFFERENT FROM
EUROPEANS.

- THE IDEA THAT NATIVE SOCIETIES COULD BECOME AMERICANIZED THROUGH EDUCATION AND LANDOWNERSHIP.

- A PATERNALISTIC VIEW THAT NATIVE AMERICANS REQUIRED GUIDANCE TO TRANSITION INTO A “CIVILIZED” STATE.

JEFFERSON’S BELIEFS WERE TYPICAL OF HIS ERA—VIEWING NATIVE CULTURE AS SOMETHING TO BE IMPROVED UPON OR REPLACED.

WHAT WouLb THOMAS JeFFERSON MosT LIKELY AGREE W/ITH ToODAY?

ALTHOUGHJEFFERSON)S POLICIES WERE ROOTED IN 19 TH-CENTURY BELIEFS, SOME ASPECTS OF HIS APPROACH RESONATE WITH
MODERN PERSPECTIVES, ESPECIALLY HIS EMPHASIS ON DIPLOMACY , RESPECT FOR TRIBAL IDENTITY, AND SELF-DETERMINATION.
HERE ARE SOME PRINCIPLES HE MIGHT MOST LIKELY AGREE WITH TODAY:

RESPECT FOR TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY AND SELF-DETERMINATION

JEFFERSON)S RECOGNITION OF NATIVE TRIBES AS SOVEREIGN NATIONS, ALBEIT LIMITED, ALIGNS WITH CONTEMPORARY VIEWS
THAT EMPHASIZE RESPECTING TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY. TODAY, MANY ADVOCATES ARGUE THAT:

- NATIVE TRIBES SHOULD HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO GOVERN THEMSELVES.
- FEDERAL POLICIES SHOULD SUPPORT TRIBAL SELF-DETERMINATION.
- NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD BE CONDUCTED WITH MUTUAL RESPECT AND EQUALITY.

JEFFEESON)S ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF NATIVE NATIONS AS DISTINCT ENTITIES SUGGESTS HE WOULD SUPPORT POLICIES THAT
STRENGTHEN TRIBAL GOVERNANCE RATHER THAN DIMINISH IT.

DiPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENT AND NEGOTIATION

JEFFERSON PRIORITIZED TREATIES AND DIPLOMACY OVER MILITARY FORCE, A STANCE THAT ALIGNS WITH MODERN DIPLOMATIC
PRINCIPLES. TODAY/ RESPECTING TREATIES AND ENGAGING IN MEANINGFUL DIALOGUE REMAINS FUNDAMENTAL TO NATIVE
AMERICAN RELATIONS.

HE WOULD LIKELY FAVOR:
- TREATY-BASED AGREEMENTS THAT RECOGNIZE NATIVE RIGHTS.

- COLLABORATIVE DECISION-MAKING INVOLVING TRIBES.
- POLICIES THAT HONOR EXISTING TREATIES AND SEEK TO RESOLVE DISPUTES PEACEFULLY.

ProMoTION oF EDUCATION AND CULTURAL PRESERVATION

\X/HILE JEFFERSON BELIEVED IN “CIVILIZING” NATIVE AMERICANS, TODAY’S EMPHASIS IS ON PRESERVING NATIVE CULTURES,
LANGUAGES, AND TRADITIONS. HE MIGHT AGREE WITH INITIATIVES THAT:

- SuUPPORT NATIVE-LED EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS.
- PROMOTE CULTURAL REVITALIZATION.
- RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE AND TRADITIONS.

His FOCUS ON EDUCATION COULD TRANSLATE INTO SUPPORT FOR PROGRAMS THAT EMPOWER NATIVE COMMUNITIES RATHER
THAN ASSIMILATE THEM FORCIBLY.



CONCLUSION: REFLECTING ON JEFFERSON’S LEGACY AND CONTEMPORARY
RELEVANCE

THOMASJEFFERSON)S APPROACH TO NATIVE AMERICANS WAS COMPLEX, COMBINING IDEAS OF DIPLOMACY, ASSIMILATION, AND
DISPLACEMENT. W/HILE SOME OF HIS POLICIES AND ATTITUDES ARE NOW VIEWED AS PATERNALISTIC OR IMPERIALISTIC, ELEMENTS
OF HIS EMPHASIS ON NEGOTIATION AND RECOGNITION OF NATIVE NATIONS AS DISTINCT ENTITIES RESONATE WITH CURRENT
PRINCIPLES OF TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY AND SELF-DETERMINATION.

UNDERST ANDING JEFFERSON’S POLICIES HELPS CONTEXTUALIZE THE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION OF U.S.-NATIVE RELATIONS AND
HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF RESPECTING NATIVE SOVEREIGNTY, PRESERVING CULTURES, AND ENGAGING IN EQUITABLE
DIPLOMACY. IF JEFFERSON WERE TO EVALUATE NATIVE AMERICAN ISSUES TODAY, HE MIGHT MOST LIKELY AGREE WITH
PRINCIPLES THAT UPHOLD TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY, FOSTER RESPECTFUL NEGOTIATION, AND SUPPORT CULTURAL
PRESERVATION—VALUES THAT CONTINUE TO GUIDE NATIVE AMERICAN ADVOCACY AND POLICY DISCUSSIONS.

By EXAMININGJEFFERSON)S APPROACH THROUGH A MODERN LENS, WE CAN APPRECIATE BOTH THE PROGRESS MADE AND THE
CHALLENGES THAT REMAIN IN HONORING NATIVE AMERICAN RIGHTS AND SOVEREIGNTY IN THE UNITED STATES.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

How pib THOMAS JEFFERSON'S APPROACH TO NATIVE AMERICANS INFLUENCE U.S.
POLICIES TOWARD INDIGENOUS PEOPLES?

JEFFERSONIS APPROACH EMPHASIZED ASSIMILATION AND RELOCATION, ADVOCATING FOR NATIVE AMERICANS TO ADOPT EURO-
AMERICAN CUSTOMS AND LANDHOLDINGS, WHICH SHAPED POLICIES LIKE TREATIES AND FORCED REMOVALS, OFTEN LEADING TO
DISPLACEMENT AND CULTURAL DISRUPTION.

WouLb THOMAS JEFFERSON SUPPORT THE IDEA OF NATIVE AMERICANS MAINTAINING
THEIR TRADITIONAL LANDS AND CULTURES?

BASED ON HIS APPEOACH,JEFFERSON WOULD LIKELY HAVE PRIORITIZED ASSIMILATION OVER PRESERVATION, FAVORING NATIVE
AMERICANS ADOPTING AMERICAN AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES AND CUSTOMS RATHER THAN MAINTAINING THEIR TRADITIONAL
CULTURES AND TERRITORIES.

How DID JEFFERSON’S POLICIES REFLECT HIS VIEWS ON NATIVE AMERICAN
SOVEREIGNTY?

JEFFEESONIS POLICIES TENDED TO UNDERMINE NATIVE SOVEREIGNTY, FAVORING FEDERAL AUTHORITY OVER TRIBAL INDEPENDENCE,
AS HE BELIEVED IN INTEGRATING NATIVE AMERICANS INTO AMERICAN SOCIETY RATHER THAN RECOGNIZING THEIR POLITICAL
SOVEREIGNTY.

Dip THOMAS JEFFERSON BELIEVE NATIVE AMERICANS COULD BE ‘CIVILIZED' AND
INTEGRATED INTO AMERICAN SOCIETY?

YES,JEFFERSON BELIEVED THAT NATIVE AMERICANS COULD BE 'CIVILIZED' THROUGH EDUCATION, AGRICULTURE, AND ADOPTING
EUROPEAN-AMERICAN CUSTOMS, VIEWING THIS AS A WAY TO INTEGRATE THEM INTO AMERICAN SOCIETY.

\WouLb THOMAS JEFFERSON AGREE WITH MODERN PERSPECTIVES THAT EMPHASIZE
RESPECTING NATIVE AMERICAN RIGHTS AND SOVEREIGNTY?

NO, BASED ON HIS HISTORICAL APPROACH,JEFFERSON WOULD LIKELY HAVE DISAGREED WITH MODERN PERSPECTIVES THAT



PRIORITIZE NATIVE AMERICAN RIGHTS, SOVEREIGNTY, AND CULTURAL PRESERVATION OVER ASSIMILATION AND LAND CESSION
POLICIES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Basep On His ApProACH To DEALING WITH NATIVE AMERICANS, THOMAS JEFFERSON W/ ouLD MosT LIkELY AGREE W/ITH A
STRATEGY ROOTED IN DIPLOMACY, RESPECT FOR SOVEREIGNTY, AND CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING. \WHILE JEFFERSON’S POLICIES
AND PHILOSOPHIES TOWARD NATIVE AMERICANS WERE COMPLEX AND SOMETIMES CONTRADICTORY, EXAMINING HIS PRINCIPLES
AND ACTIONS REVEALS THAT HE WOULD MOST LIKELY ENDORSE AN APPROACH EMPHASIZING NEGOTIATION, ASSIMILATION, AND
RECOGNITION OF INDIGENOUS SOVEREIGNTY—IF IT ALIGNED WITH HIS OVERARCHING VISION OF EXPANSION AND CIVILIZATION.
THIS GUIDE DELVES INTO JEFFERSON’S WORLDVIEW, POLICIES, AND ATTITUDES TO EXPLORE WHAT APPROACH HE WOULD MOST
LIKELY AGREE WITH IN DEALING WITH NATIVE AMERICANS TODAY.

UNDERSTANDING THOMAS JEFFERSON’S VIEWS ON NATIVE AMERICANS

BEFORE ANALYZING WHICH APPROACHJEFFERSON WOULD SUPPORT, IT’S ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTAND HIS HISTORICAL
PERSPECTIVES.JEFFERSON)S POLICIES TOWARD NATIVE AMERICANS WERE SHAPED BY A COMBINATION OF ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS,
A DESIRE FOR WESTWARD EXPANSION, AND A PATERNALISTIC VIEW OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES.

JEFFERSON’S ENLIGHTENMENT-INSPIRED PHILOSOPHY

JEFFERSON BELIEVED IN REASON, PROGRESS, AND THE POTENTIAL FOR ALL PEOPLES TO IMPROVE AND CIVILIZE THEMSELVES. HE
sAW NATIVE AMERICANS AS NOBLE BUT “UNCIVILIZED” PEOPLES WHO COULD BE INTEGRATED INTO THE BURGEONING AMERICAN
NATION THROUGH EDUCATION AND CULTURAL ASSIMILATION.

THeE AMERICAN EXPANSION AND THE “CIVILIZATION” PoLicy

IN JEFFERSON’S ERA, POLICIES AIMED AT “CIVILIZING” NATIVE AMERICANS OFTEN INVOLVED ENCOURAGING THEM TO ADOPT
EUROPEAN-AMERICAN CUSTOMS, AGRICULTURE, AND RELIGION. JEFFERSON ENVISIONED A FUTURE WHERE NATIVE TRIBES WOULD
EITHER ASSIMILATE INTO AMERICAN SOCIETY OR BE RELOCATED WESTWARD, PAVING THE WAY FOR TERRITORIAL EXPANSION.
NoTABLE PoLICIES AND ACTIONS

- THe INDIAN REMovVAL CONCEPT: THOUGH MORE PROMINENTLY ASSOCIATED WITH LATER POLICIES, JEFFERSON’S
ADMINISTRATION LAID GROUNDWORK FOR RELOCATING TRIBES TO LANDS WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI.

- THE “CIVILIZATION PLAN”: JEFFERSON PROMOTED ESTABLISHING SCHOOLS AND ENCOURAGING NATIVE AMERICANS TO ADOPT
EUROPEAN-STYLE FARMING AND CHRISTIANITY.

- TREATIES AND NEGOTIATIONS: JEFFERSON ENGAGED IN TREATIES INTENDED TO SECURE LAND CESSIONS WHILE CLAIMING A DESIRE
TO PEACEFULLY COEXIST.

CONTRADICTIONS AND LIMITATIONS

DESPITE HIS OUTWARD ADVOCACY FOR DIPLOMACY,JEFFERSON)S POLICIES OFTEN RESULTED IN LAND LOSS FOR NATIVE TRIBES
AND A PATERNALISTIC ATTITUDE THAT VIEWED INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AS NEEDING GUIDANCE OR MANAGEMENT.

THE APPROACH THOMAS JEFFERSON W ouLD MosT LIKELY AGREE W/ITH TODAY

GIVEN HIS HISTORICAL STANCE, JEFFERSON WOULD MOST LIKELY SUPPORT AN APPROACH TO NATIVE AMERICAN RELATIONS
THAT EMPHASIZES DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENT, MUTUAL RESPECT, CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING, AND RESPECT FOR
SOVEREIGNTY—BUT WITH AN EMPHASIS ON PRINCIPLES THAT ALIGN WITH HIS VISION OF PROGRESS AND CIVILIZATION.

1. DIPLOMACY AND NEGOTIATION AS THE FOUNDATION

JEFFERSON BELIEVED IN THE IMPORTANCE OF TREATIES AND PEACEFUL NEGOTIATIONS. HE WOULD MOST LIKELY ENDORSE A



DIPLOMATIC APPROACH THAT:
- RespecTs NATIVE SOVEREIGNTY AND TREATIES.

- USES NEGOTIATION RATHER THAN FORCE TO RESOLVE DISPUTES.

- SEEKS MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL AGREEMENTS THAT RECOGNIZE NATIVE RIGHTS.

2. CULTURAL RESPECT AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING

\X/HILEJEFFERSON PROMOTED ASSIMILATION, A MODERN INTERPRETATION WOULD SUGGEST HE WOULD AGREE WITH RESPECTING
NATIVE CULTURES AND TRADITIONS INSTEAD OF ATTEMPTING TO ERASE OR REPLACE THEM.

- SUPPORTING BILINGUAL EDUCATION AND CULTURAL PRESERVATION.
- RECOGNIZING INDIGENOUS GOVERNANCE STRUCTURES.
- PROMOTING RESPECTFUL DIALOGUE AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE.

3. EDUCATION AND ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

JEFFERSON)S EMPHASIS ON EDUCATION AS A MEANS TO PROGRESS SUGGESTS HE WOULD FAVOR INITIATIVES AIMED AT
EMPOWERING NATIVE COMMUNITIES THROUGH:

- ACCESS TO QUALITY EDUCATION RESPECTING THEIR TRADITIONS.

- ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS THAT ALLOW TRIBES TO THRIVE AND MAINTAIN THEIR LANDS.

- PROMOTING SELF-SUFFICIENCY AND LOCAL LEADERSHIP.

4. RECOGNITION OF SOVEREIGNTY AND LAND RIGHTS

THOUGH JEFFERSON’S POLICIES OFTEN RESULTED IN LAND CESSIONS, HE ALSO ACKNOWLEDGED THE IMPORT ANCE OF RESPECTING
NATIVE SOVEREIGNTY WHEN IT ALIGNED WITH PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE. A JEFFERSONIAN APPROACH TODAY WOULD LIKELY
EMPHASIZE:

- FORMAL RECOGNITION OF TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY.

- RESPECT FOR LAND RIGHTS AND PROTECTION OF SACRED SITES.

- COLLABORATIVE DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES.

5. PROGRESSIVE INTEGRATION AND PARTNERSHIP

RATHER THAN FORCED ASSIMILATION, JEFFERSON MIGHT SUPPORT PATHWAYS FOR NATIVE AMERICANS TO PARTICIPATE AS FULL

PARTNERS WITHIN AMERICAN POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SYSTEMS, RESPECTING THEIR IDENTITY WHILE PROMOTING SHARED
PROGRESS.

PRACTICAL ELEMENTS OF THE APPROACH JEFFERSON W ouLD MosT LIKELY FAVOR

BASED ON THE PRINCIPLES DISCUSSED, HERE ARE SPECIFIC STRATEGIES JEFFERSON WOULD PROBABLY ENDORSE:

DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENT

- TREATY NEGOTIATIONS: PRIORITIZE FAIR TREATIES THAT RECOGNIZE TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY AND LAND RIGHTS.

- CoNFLICT ResoLUTION: USE DIALOGUE AND DIPLOMACY TO ADDRESS DISPUTES, AVOIDING MILITARY CONFRONTATION
WHENEVER POSSIBLE.

CULTURAL RESPECT AND PRESERVATION

- SUPPORT FOR NATIVE LANGUAGES AND TRADITIONS: FUND PROGRAMS THAT ALLOW TRIBES TO MAINTAIN THEIR LANGUAGES
AND CUSTOMS.

- CULTURAL EXCHANGES: ENCOURAGE MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING THROUGH EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE INITIATIVES.

EbucaTioN AND CAPACITY BUILDING



- INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT: ESTABLISH SCHOOLS AND TRAINING PROGRAMS THAT BLEND NATIVE TRADITIONS WITH MODERN
EDUCATION.
- EconoMIC INITIATIVES: PROMOTE TRIBAL ENTERPRISES AND PARTNERSHIPS THAT FOSTER SELF-SUFFICIENCY.

LAND AND SOVEREIGNTY RIGHTS

- LEGAL RECOGNITION: SUPPORT LEGISLATION THAT AFFIRMS TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY.
- LAND MANAGEMENT: \W ORK COLLABORATIVELY WITH TRIBES ON LAND STEWARDSHIP AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT.

PARTNERSHIP AND COLLABORATION

'JOINT GOVERNANCE: DEVELOP FRAMEWORKS FOR TRIBAL-GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIPS ON ISSUES LIKE ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION, HEALTH, AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.
- COMMUNITY-LED INITIATIVES: EMPOWER TRIBES TO LEAD PROJECTS AFFECTING THEIR LANDS AND COMMUNITIES.

CHALLENGES AND CONSIDERATIONS

\X/HILEJEFFERSON MIGHT FAVOR SUCH AN APPROACH, IT’S VITAL TO RECOGNIZE THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MODERN
REALITIES. NATIVE COMMUNITIES FACE ONGOING CHALLENGES—INCLUDING SYSTEMIC INEQUALITY, LAND DISPUTES, AND
CULTURAL ERASURE—THAT REQUIRE NUANCED, COMMITTED EFFORTS.

LIMITATIONS OF JEFFERSON’S ERA

- HIS POLICIES WERE OFTEN PATERNALISTIC AND PATERNALISTIC, ASSUMING NATIVE PEOPLES NEEDED GUIDANCE.
- LAND CESSIONS AND RELOCATION POLICIES LED TO LOSS OF TERRITORIES AND CULTURAL DISRUPTION.

MODERN PERSPECTIVES

- RESPECT FOR INDIGENOUS SOVEREIGNTY TODAY EMPHASIZES HONORING TREATIES AND SELF-DETERMINATION.
- CULTURAL PRESERVATION IS RECOGNIZED AS A KEY ASPECT OF INDIGENOUS RIGHTS.
- POLICIES ARE INCREASINGLY ROOTED IN COLLABORATION RATHER THAN PATERNALISM.

CoNcCLUSION: A JEFFERSONIAN FRAMEWORK FOR TODAY

Basep ON His ApPROACH To DeALING W iTH NATIVE AMERICANS, THOMAS JEFFERSON W ouLD MosT LIKELY AGREE WITH A
RESPECTFUL, DIPLOMATIC, AND CULTURALLY SENSITIVE STRATEGY—ONE THAT EMPHASIZES NEGOTIATION, MUTUAL
UNDERSTANDING, AND SOVEREIGNTY. W/HILE HIS HISTORICAL POLICIES REVEALED CONTRADICTIONS, A MODERN INTERPRETATION
ALIGNED WITH HIS ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS WOULD ADVOCATE FOR PARTNERSHIPS ROOTED IN RESPECT, EDUCATION, AND
RECOGNITION OF INDIGENOUS RIGHTS.

IMPLEMENTING SUCH AN APPROACH TODAY REQUIRES BALANCINGJEFFERSON’S VISION OF PROGRESS WITH CONTEMPORARY
PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE, EQUALITY, AND INDIGENOUS SOVEREIGNTY. BY FOSTERING GENUINE COLLABORATION AND RESPECTING
NATIVE COMMUNITIES’ AUTONOMY, THE UNITED STATES CAN MOVE TOWARD A MORE EQUITABLE AND RESPECTFUL
RELATIONSHIP—ONE THATJEFFERSON HIMSELF MIGHT HAVE ENVISIONED AS PART OF A NATION’S MORAL AND CIVILIZATIONAL
EVOLUTION.
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