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The Second Continental Congress, convened in 1775 amidst escalating tensions between the
American colonies and Great Britain, played a pivotal role in shaping the future of what would become
the United States. This congress acted as a de facto national government, making critical decisions
that laid the groundwork for independence and the formation of American institutions. Understanding
what the Second Continental Congress decided is essential to grasping the early foundations of
American history. This comprehensive guide explores the key decisions made during this period, their
significance, and how they influenced the course of the American Revolution.

Background of the Second Continental Congress
Before delving into the specific decisions, it’s important to understand the context in which the
congress met.

Initial Causes of the Congress
- Growing unrest over taxation policies like the Stamp Act and Townshend Acts
- The Boston Tea Party and subsequent British military responses
- Calls for colonial unity and resistance
- The need for a coordinated response to British threats

When and Why It Was Convened
- First convened in May 1775 in Philadelphia
- Originally intended to address colonial grievances
- Evolved into a governing body amid the outbreak of hostilities at Lexington and Concord

Major Decisions of the Second Continental Congress
The congress made numerous critical decisions that would shape the revolutionary movement and
the future United States.

1. Formation of an Continental Army
- Recognized the need for a unified military force
- Appointed George Washington as Commander-in-Chief on June 15, 1775



- Authorized the procurement of arms and supplies
- Established the groundwork for later military organization

2. Declaration of Colonial Rights and Grievances
- Adopted the Olive Branch Petition in July 1775 as a final attempt to restore peace
- Asserted colonial rights and condemned British policies
- Rejected reconciliation as long as British troops remained stationed in colonies

3. Adoption of the Declaration of Independence
- Drafted primarily by Thomas Jefferson in June 1776
- Declared the colonies’ independence from Britain
- Articulated principles of liberty, equality, and the rights to self-governance
- Approved on July 4, 1776, marking the birth of the United States

4. Creation of a Continental Currency
- Recognized the need for a common monetary system
- Issued the Continental Congress notes to fund the revolutionary war effort
- Laid the foundation for a national economy

5. Establishment of a Committee of Correspondence
- Facilitated communication among colonies
- Coordinated resistance efforts and shared information
- Built unity and organized resistance across colonies

6. Negotiation of Alliances and Treaties
- Recognized the importance of securing foreign aid
- Sent Benjamin Franklin to France to seek support
- Later negotiated the Treaty of Alliance with France in 1778

7. Adoption of the Articles of Confederation
- Drafted in 1777 and ratified in 1781
- Served as the first constitution of the United States
- Established a loose confederation of states with limited central authority
- Laid the groundwork for future federal governance

8. Managing Diplomatic Relations
- Recognized the importance of establishing legitimacy
- Managed relations with foreign nations



- Negotiated treaties and alliances to support independence

9. Addressing Internal Colonial Issues
- Managed disputes among colonies
- Coordinated efforts for defense and economic stability
- Ensured unity in the revolutionary cause

Significance of the Decisions
The decisions made by the Second Continental Congress had enduring impacts:

1. Transition from Colonial Grievances to Independence
- Marked a shift from petitioning Britain to declaring independence
- Established a new nation’s foundation

2. Military Organization and Leadership
- Created a unified military effort
- Enabled sustained resistance and eventual victory

3. Diplomatic Strategy
- Recognized the importance of foreign alliances
- Achieved crucial support from France, which was decisive in winning the war

4. Establishment of Governance
- Laid the constitutional groundwork through the Articles of Confederation
- Provided a model for future federal government

5. Inspiration for Future Movements
- Embodied revolutionary ideals of liberty and democracy
- Inspired subsequent independence movements worldwide

Challenges Faced by the Second Continental Congress
While the congress made vital decisions, it also faced numerous challenges:

Balancing the interests of diverse colonies with differing priorities



Managing limited authority without a formal constitution

Securing foreign aid amidst diplomatic complexities

Handling internal dissent and maintaining unity

Funding the war effort with limited resources

Despite these obstacles, the congress’s decisions proved instrumental in achieving independence and
shaping the early United States.

Legacy of the Second Continental Congress
The decisions taken during this period established the foundation for American independence,
governance, and international diplomacy. The congress’s ability to adapt and make critical choices
under pressure demonstrated the resilience and vision of early American leaders.

Long-term Impact
- Formation of a new nation based on democratic principles
- Establishment of governance structures that evolved into the U.S. Constitution
- Creation of a model for revolutionary movements worldwide

Modern Reflection
Today, the Second Continental Congress is seen as a symbol of collective leadership and
revolutionary resolve. Its decisions continue to influence American political thought and constitutional
development.

Conclusion
The Second Continental Congress was a pivotal body that navigated a revolutionary path from
colonial grievances to full independence. The key decisions—such as forming a continental army,
declaring independence, negotiating alliances, and establishing governance—were essential in
shaping the United States’ destiny. Understanding these decisions provides valuable insight into the
birth of a nation founded on liberty, unity, and resilience.

---

This detailed exploration of the Second Continental Congress’s decisions highlights their importance
in American history. Whether studying for exams, developing educational content, or enhancing SEO
strategies, recognizing these pivotal choices underscores their enduring impact on the nation’s
founding principles and its journey toward independence.



Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary decision made by the Second
Continental Congress regarding independence from Britain?
The Second Continental Congress decided to establish an independent colonies and ultimately
adopted the Declaration of Independence.

Did the Second Continental Congress establish an army, and if
so, which famous figure was appointed as its commander?
Yes, they established the Continental Army and appointed George Washington as its commander-in-
chief.

What steps did the Second Continental Congress take to
finance the Revolutionary War?
They issued paper money, authorized loans, and established committees to manage war supplies and
finances.

How did the Second Continental Congress address diplomatic
relations during the revolution?
They sent the Olive Branch Petition to king George III, and later sought alliances, notably with France,
to support their fight for independence.

What was the significance of the Congress's decision to adopt
the Declaration of Independence?
It marked the formal assertion of the colonies' independence from Britain and united the colonies in
their revolutionary cause.
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The Second Continental Congress (1775–1781) stands as a pivotal moment in American history,
marking the transition from colonial grievances to the birth of a nation. It was during this tumultuous
period that the leaders of the American colonies faced critical decisions that would shape the future of
the United States. For students, history enthusiasts, and educators alike, understanding the scope of
these decisions is essential to grasp the complexity of the revolutionary movement.

This comprehensive review dissects the key resolutions, debates, and actions undertaken by the
Second Continental Congress, presenting them in an accessible yet detailed manner. Think of it as a



product review, but instead of evaluating a gadget, we're evaluating a foundational chapter of
American independence.

---

Introduction: Setting the Stage for Revolutionary
Decisions

In May 1775, the colonies found themselves at a crossroads. Tensions with Britain had escalated into
open conflict, notably with the battles of Lexington and Concord. The colonies, previously united in
protests and petitions, now faced the necessity of formal organization and strategic planning. The
Second Continental Congress convened in Philadelphia as a governing body representing the colonies'
collective interests.

Unlike the First Continental Congress, which primarily aimed to protest British policies, the Second
Congress's role evolved into managing wartime efforts, establishing diplomatic relations, and laying
the groundwork for independence. Their decisions reflect a blend of pragmatic wartime measures and
revolutionary ideals.

---

Major Decisions of the Second Continental Congress:
An In-Depth Analysis

The decisions made by the Congress can be categorized into key themes: military organization,
diplomatic initiatives, economic measures, and ideological declarations.

1. Formation of the Continental Army

Decision: On June 14, 1775, the Congress established the Continental Army, appointing George
Washington as its Commander-in-Chief.

Details:
Recognizing the need for an organized military force, delegates voted to create a continental army
that would unify colonial militias. George Washington, from Virginia, was selected not only for his
military experience but also for his leadership qualities, which the Congress believed would rally the
colonies together.

Implications:
- Centralized command replaced disparate colonial militias.
- It marked the official move towards armed resistance.
- Established the precedent for a unified national military force.



2. Adoption of the Declaration of the Causes and Necessity of
Taking Up Arms

Decision: On July 6, 1775, the Congress adopted this document, which justified the colonies' decision
to take up arms against Britain.

Details:
This declaration outlined grievances and underscored the colonies' right to self-defense. It
emphasized loyalty to King George III but condemned his actions and policies, asserting the colonies'
desire for peace but readiness to fight if necessary.

Implications:
- Clarified the colonies’ motives for rebellion.
- Served as a rallying point for colonists and international supporters.
- Legitimized the military efforts in the eyes of the colonists.

3. The Olive Branch Petition

Decision: In July 1775, Congress sent the Olive Branch Petition to King George III, seeking
reconciliation.

Details:
This was an earnest attempt to avoid full-scale war, affirming loyalty to the crown while requesting
the repeal of oppressive laws. The petition was a last-ditch effort for peace.

Implications:
- The king rejected the petition, declaring the colonies in rebellion.
- Increased tensions and justified further revolutionary steps.
- Highlighted the internal divisions and the complex colonial attitude toward independence.

4. Declaration of Independence

Decision: On July 4, 1776, the Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence.

Details:
Drafted primarily by Thomas Jefferson, this document proclaimed the colonies' independence from
Britain. It listed grievances against King George III and articulated Enlightenment ideals of liberty,
equality, and self-governance.

Implications:
- Severed colonial ties with Britain definitively.
- United colonies under a common cause.
- Laid the ideological foundation for the new nation.



5. Establishing a Committee for Foreign Relations

Decision: The Congress formed committees to seek foreign alliances, notably with France and Spain.

Details:
The colonies recognized the importance of international support. Benjamin Franklin was appointed to
negotiate with France, which eventually led to the French alliance in 1778.

Implications:
- Helped gain crucial military and financial support.
- Shifted the balance of power in favor of the colonies.
- Demonstrated strategic diplomatic foresight.

6. Financial and Economic Measures

Decisions:
- Printing of Continental Currency to fund the war effort.
- Imposition of taxes and tariffs to generate revenue.
- Encouragement of privateering to disrupt British trade.

Details:
Since Britain controlled colonial trade, the Congress had limited power to tax directly but resorted to
printing money and encouraging privateers. These measures aimed to sustain the war effort
financially.

Implications:
- Led to inflation and economic instability.
- Set precedents for future federal taxation.
- Highlighted the need for a centralized financial system.

7. Creation of the Articles of Confederation

Decision: The Congress began drafting the Articles of Confederation in 1777, which would serve as
the first constitution.

Details:
This document established a loose confederation of states with limited central authority, emphasizing
states' sovereignty.

Implications:
- Provided a framework for unified governance during the war.
- Revealed tensions between centralized power and state independence.
- Laid groundwork for future constitutional development.



8. Negotiations with Native American Tribes

Decision: The Congress attempted to establish treaties and alliances with Native American tribes.

Details:
While some tribes allied with the British, others sought neutrality or support for the colonial cause.
The Congress aimed to secure alliances and prevent Native American support for Britain.

Implications:
- Complex relations that affected frontier security.
- Highlighted the multifaceted nature of the revolution.

9. Establishment of Post Office and Communication Systems

Decision: The creation of an official postal service to facilitate communication.

Details:
Benjamin Franklin was appointed as the first Postmaster General. This move improved coordination
among colonies and helped disseminate revolutionary ideas.

Implications:
- Improved internal communication.
- Strengthened colonial unity.
- Laid the foundation for a national information network.

---

Additional Key Points and Lesser-Known Decisions

Apart from the major decisions, the Congress undertook numerous other actions that contributed to
the revolutionary cause:

- Forming Committees of Safety: Oversight bodies to enforce boycotts and manage local militias.
- Implementing Boycotts: Encouraging colonies to cease trade with Britain to pressure parliamentary
repeal of unpopular laws.
- Official Recognition of Militias: Recognizing colonial militias as part of the war effort.
- Standardization of Currency and Measures: Initiatives to create a uniform system for trade and
taxation.
- Drafting of State Constitutions: Encouraging colonies to develop their own governments aligned with
revolutionary principles.

---



Conclusion: The Legacy of the Second Continental
Congress’s Decisions

The decisions made during the Second Continental Congress were monumental, setting the course of
American history. From establishing a unified military to adopting a bold declaration of independence,
these choices reflected a blend of pragmatic necessity and revolutionary ideals. They demonstrated
the colonies' ability to organize, strategize, and articulate their desire for self-governance.

Moreover, many of these decisions laid the groundwork for the future United States Constitution and
federal government structure. They exemplify how decisive leadership, strategic diplomacy, and
ideological clarity can culminate in the birth of a nation.

In essence, the Congress's resolutions transformed a group of colonies in rebellion into a united front
capable of forging a new nation. Their legacy persists today, echoing in the principles of liberty,
democracy, and self-determination that continue to define the United States.

---

In summary, the Second Continental Congress's decisions covered military organization, diplomatic
efforts, economic measures, ideological declarations, and foundational governance structures. These
20 critical points collectively represent the revolutionary leap from colonial resistance to
independence, shaping the course of history and laying the foundation for the nation we know today.
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