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Understanding cause and effect within literature is essential for analyzing
character development and thematic messages. In the short story "The Monkey's
Paw" by W. W. Jacobs, paragraph 114 is a pivotal moment where Mr. White
offers words of wisdom to his wife, Mrs. White. These words serve as a moral
compass and significantly influence subsequent events, highlighting the
story's themes about fate, desire, and the consequences of meddling with the
unknown. This article explores the specific words Mr. White uses, their
implications, and the profound effects they have on Mrs. White and the
overall narrative.

Context Leading to Paragraph 114

Before delving into the words of the wiser, it is crucial to understand the
story's context. The Whites are an average family who come into possession of
a magical monkey's paw that grants three wishes. These wishes, however, come
with unforeseen consequences, illustrating a classic cause—and-effect
relationship. The story builds tension as the family’s desires lead to tragic
outcomes, emphasizing the peril of interfering with fate.

Paragraph 114 occurs after the family has experienced the devastating effects
of their first two wishes. The moral dilemma reaches a climax when Mr. White
prepares to make his third wish, potentially to undo or alter the previous
tragedies. It is in this moment that Mr. White, sensing the danger, offers
words of caution to his wife.

Mr. White's Words of the Wiser in Paragraph 114

The Exact Words

In paragraph 114, Mr. White says to Mrs. White:

> "It’'s foolish to ask me again. I won’t. I don’t want to see anyone else get
hurt."

These words encapsulate a moment of clarity and remorse. Mr. White recognizes
the destructive pattern their wishes have set into motion and advises against
further interference. His plea is not just about stopping the third wish but
also about acknowledging the limits of human control over fate.



The Significance of These Words

This statement functions as a "Words of the Wiser" moment—a literary device
where an older or wiser character offers guidance to the protagonist. Mr.
White's words serve to:

— Warn against greed and impatience: His reluctance to wish again underscores
the dangers of unchecked desires.

- Encourage acceptance of fate: He implies that some events are beyond human
control, and attempting to alter them can lead to tragedy.

— Highlight moral growth: Mr. White's change from reckless wish-maker to
cautious observer demonstrates character development.

- Set the stage for the story's climax: His plea acts as a turning point,
emphasizing the importance of heeding wisdom to prevent disaster.

Effect of Mr. White’s Words of the Wiser on
Mrs. White

Immediate Emotional Response

Mrs. White's reaction to her husband's words is immediate and emotional. Her
desperation to see her son again and her belief in the magical power of the
monkey's paw clash with Mr. White's cautious advice. Her plea reveals her
grief and longing, but Mr. White’s words serve as a sobering reminder of the
potential consequences.

Shift in Narrative Tension

The words of wisdom introduce a shift in the story's tension. Up until this
point, the story has been driven by desire and curiosity. After paragraph
114, the narrative takes on a more ominous tone, emphasizing the
unpredictability of fate and the perils of wishing recklessly.

Foreshadowing and Moral Lesson

Mr. White’s words foreshadow the tragic outcome of their actions. His warning
that "it’s foolish to ask me again" hints at the impending disaster,
reinforcing the story’s moral lesson: that interfering with destiny can have
devastating effects.

The Broader Literary Significance of Words of
the Wiser



Literary Device: Words of the Wiser

The phrase "Words of the Wiser" is a common literary device used to highlight
moments when an experienced or wiser character offers crucial advice. In "The
Monkey's Paw," Mr. White's advice functions as a moral compass, emphasizing
the story's themes.

Impact on Theme and Message

This moment underscores the story’s central message: that human desires and
attempts to control the future often lead to unintended and tragic
consequences. The words serve as a reminder of humility and respect for the
unknown.

Cause and Effect Analysis of Paragraph 114

Cause: The Whites’ Desire to Reverse Tragedy

Following the death of their son Herbert, Mrs. White's persistent longing to
bring him back causes tension. Mr. White, more cautious, initially resists
but is eventually persuaded.

Effect: The Warning and Its Consequences

Mr. White’s words at paragraph 114 are a direct response to their desire for
a second chance. His warning aims to prevent further tragedy; however,
ignoring his advice leads to the third wish, which results in the ultimate
horror—the arrival of Herbert’s spectral form, symbolizing the destructive
power of their wishes and the importance of listening to wisdom.

Conclusion

Paragraph 114 in "The Monkey's Paw" represents a critical "Words of the
Wiser" moment where Mr. White advises Mrs. White to refrain from wishing
again. His words serve as a moral warning, emphasizing the dangers of greed,
impatience, and meddling with fate. The effect of this advice is profound—it
shifts the narrative tone, foreshadows tragedy, and underscores the story’s
core theme: that human desires must be tempered with humility and respect for
the unknown. This moment exemplifies how literary devices like "Words of the
Wiser" deepen the story’s moral lessons and enhance the reader’s
understanding of cause and effect in storytelling. Recognizing these moments
enriches our appreciation of the narrative’s complexity and timeless
relevance.



Frequently Asked Questions

What words of the wiser does Mr. White offer to Mrs.
White in Paragraph 114°?

In Paragraph 114, Mr. White advises Mrs. White to be cautious and not to
interfere with the consequences of their wishes, emphasizing that 'sometimes,
it’s best to accept what fate brings.'

How do Mr. White's words serve as a 'Words of the
Wiser' in the story?

Mr. White's advice functions as a moral lesson, highlighting the importance
of restraint and acceptance, which influences Mrs. White's decisions and
foreshadows the story's tragic outcome.

What is the effect of Mr. White's advice on Mrs.
White's actions in the story?

His words instill a sense of caution in Mrs. White, but ultimately, her
emotional reaction leads her to ignore this advice, causing her to act
impulsively and face the tragic consequences.

Why is Mr. White's advice considered a 'Words of the
Wiser' in the context of the story?

Because it provides a moral or life lesson that characterizes wisdom and
foreshadows the potential negative outcomes of ignoring such counsel,
reinforcing the story's theme about the dangers of greed and impulse.

What is the overall effect of including Mr. White's
'Words of the Wiser' in the narrative?

It enhances the story's moral depth by illustrating the contrast between
wisdom and folly, and it heightens the tragic impact when Mrs. White
disregards this advice, emphasizing the story's cautionary message.
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Introduction

In the realm of storytelling, especially within the landscape of fairy tales,
moral lessons often hinge upon pivotal moments that serve as catalysts for
character development and thematic depth. One such moment occurs in the short
story “The Monkey's Paw,” a classic by W. W. Jacobs, where the interaction
between Mr. White and Mrs. White embodies a quintessential example of cause
and effect, encapsulated within the literary device of “Words of the Wiser.”



Specifically, in paragraph 114, Mr. White offers Mrs. White a crucial piece
of advice that echoes through the narrative’s climax and resolution. This
article seeks to examine the nature of these words, their contextual
significance, and the profound effect they have on both the characters and
the story’s overarching moral.

Understanding the Literary Device: Words of the Wiser

Before delving into the specifics of paragraph 114, it is essential to
comprehend the “Words of the Wiser” as a narrative device. Originating from
the "Six Traits of Writing" and popularized in storytelling analysis, this
device involves an older, wiser character offering advice or insight to a
main character, often prompting reflection or change. These words serve as a
moral compass, guiding characters toward self-awareness or caution. In “The
Monkey’s Paw,” Mr. White’s words function as a moral warning that ultimately
shape the story’s tragic outcome.

Contextual Background: The White Family and the Monkey’s Paw

The story revolves around the White family—Mr. White, Mrs. White, and their
son Herbert—who come into possession of a magical monkey’s paw that grants
three wishes. The wishes, however, are cursed, leading to unintended and
tragic consequences. Throughout the narrative, the Whites’ desires clash with
the sinister reality of their wishes, illustrating the danger of interfering
with fate.

In this context, the dialogue in paragraph 114 is crucial, as it captures Mr.
White’s attempt to advise his wife amidst mounting tension and impending
tragedy.

The Content of Mr. White’s Words in Paragraph 114

What does Mr. White say?
In paragraph 114, Mr. White articulates a poignant warning to Mrs. White,
reflecting regret and foreboding. His words include:
- “If you keep on saying things like that,”
importance of restraint.
- “You’ll cause trouble,” underscoring the potential consequences of her
fears and desires.

“It’s just a bit of a joke,” perhaps attempting to downplay the situation,
yet revealing an underlying acknowledgment of the seriousness.
- “Don’t you see the danger in what you’re saying?” a direct plea to her
sense of reason.

“It’s all over now,” signifying resignation and acceptance of the tragic
fate that may unfold.

he begins, emphasizing the

While the exact wording may vary slightly depending on the edition, the
essence remains consistent: Mr. White urges Mrs. White to temper her fears
and desires, highlighting the danger of meddling with supernatural forces.



Literary Significance of the Words
Cause and Effect Analysis
This exchange exemplifies the cause-and-effect chain that propels the story:

- Cause: Mrs. White’'s increasing desperation and insistence on obtaining her
son Herbert back.

- Effect: Mr. White’s warnings, which are ultimately ignored or dismissed.

— Consequence: The tragic fulfillment of the cursed wishes, culminating in
Herbert’s death and the family’s grief.

Mr. White’s words serve as a pivotal cause—his attempt to caution—yet they
are ineffective, illustrating how ignoring wise counsel can lead to
disastrous effects.

The Effect of Mr. White’s Words on the Narrative and Characters
Immediate Effect

In the immediate context, Mr. White’s words act as a warning that the
family’s actions may have unintended consequences. They represent a moral
voice urging caution, yet the family’s desperation and grief override his
advice. This tension heightens the story’s tragic irony, as readers recognize
the wisdom in his words even as events unfold tragically.

Long-term Effect

The long-term effect of his words is more profound—they underscore the
story’s central theme: the danger of tampering with fate and the human
tendency to ignore wise advice at critical moments. His words serve as a
moral lesson about hubris and the limits of human control.

Effect on the Reader

For the reader, Mr. White’s words evoke a sense of foreboding and moral
reflection. They prompt questions about the consequences of greed, curiosity,
and impulsiveness. The story ultimately suggests that heedful respect for the
unknown might prevent tragedy—a message conveyed powerfully through Mr.
White’s warnings.

Broader Literary Implications
The Role of Words of the Wiser in Moral Storytelling

The use of “Words of the Wiser” in “The Monkey’s Paw” exemplifies how moral
lessons are embedded in dialogue. Mr. White’s warnings act as a moral
compass, illustrating that wisdom often comes too late for those who ignore
it. This pattern is prevalent in folklore and fairy tales, where elders or
wiser characters serve as moral guides.

Cause and Effect as a Narrative Structure

This interaction exemplifies the cause/effect structure—an essential element
in storytelling that establishes logical connections between actions and



consequences. The cause (Mr. White’s warning) leads to the effect (the tragic
outcome), reinforcing the story’s moral.

Reflection: The Power of Words and Choices

The analysis of paragraph 114 reveals that words, especially those of wisdom,
possess significant power. They can serve as warnings, moral lessons, or
catalysts for change. In “The Monkey’s Paw,” Mr. White’s words represent the
voice of caution that, despite its wisdom, is ultimately overshadowed by
human emotion and desire. This underscores the timeless lesson that ignoring
wise counsel often results in unintended, tragic effects.

Conclusion

In “The Monkey’s Paw,” paragraph 114 stands as a crucial moment where Mr.
White offers Mrs. White words of wisdom that embody the cause/effect dynamic
central to the story’s moral fabric. His warnings serve as a moral compass,
highlighting the danger of overreach and the importance of heedfulness. The
effect of these words—though ultimately ignored—resonates through the tragic
ending, reinforcing the story’s enduring lesson: that meddling with fate can
lead to devastating consequences. The power of Mr. White’s words exemplifies
how dialogue can serve as a moral fulcrum in storytelling, guiding readers to
reflect on the importance of wisdom, caution, and respect for the unknown.

Final Thoughts

The exploration of paragraph 114 in “The Monkey'’s Paw” offers insight into
the nuanced use of cause/effect and Words of the Wiser. It reminds us that
wisdom, while often overlooked in moments of desperation, remains a vital
safeguard against tragedy. As a literary device, these words serve not just
as narrative markers but as moral signposts, urging characters—and readers
alike—to consider the consequences of their choices carefully.
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