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Conjugate Each Of The Following Verbs In Their Indicated Forms In The
Preterite. OJO! Don't Forget To understand the importance of mastering the preterite
tense in Spanish to communicate past actions accurately and effectively. Whether you're a
beginner learning Spanish or an advanced learner polishing your skills, knowing how to
correctly conjugate verbs in the preterite tense is essential for clear and precise
expression of completed actions in the past. This comprehensive guide will provide you
with detailed explanations, conjugation patterns, common irregular verbs, and practical
tips to help you conquer the preterite tense with confidence.

Understanding the Preterite Tense in Spanish

What Is the Preterite Tense?

The preterite tense, known as "el pretérito perfecto simple" in Spanish, is used to describe
actions that were completed at a specific point in the past. It is often equivalent to the
simple past tense in English, such as "I walked," "she ate," or "they went." The preterite
emphasizes the fact that an action has been finished.

When To Use the Preterite?

Use the preterite tense in Spanish in situations such as:
e Actions completed at a definite point in the past:
e Series of completed actions:
e Actions that interrupt ongoing past actions:

e Specific events or actions in storytelling:

Conjugation Patterns in the Preterite



Regular Verbs

Regular verbs in Spanish follow predictable patterns based on their endings: -ar, -er, and -
ir.

-AR Verbs
| Subject Pronoun | Conjugation | Example: Hablar (to speak) |

| | | |

| yo | hablé | I spoke |

| ta | hablaste | You spoke |

| él/ella/Ud. | hablé | He/She/You formal spoke |

| nosotros/nosotras | hablamos | We spoke |

| vosotros/vosotras | hablasteis | You all spoke |

| ellos/ellas/Uds. | hablaron | They/You all formal spoke |

-ER Verbs
| Subject Pronoun | Conjugation | Example: Comer (to eat) |

I | | I

| yo | comi | I ate |

| ta | comiste | You ate |

| él/ella/Ud. | comi6 | He/She/You formal ate |

| nosotros/nosotras | comimos | We ate |

| vosotros/vosotras | comisteis | You all ate |

| ellos/ellas/Uds. | comieron | They/You all formal ate|

-IR Verbs
| Subject Pronoun | Conjugation | Example: Vivir (to live) |

| | I I

| yo | vivi | I lived |

| ta | viviste | You lived |

| él/ella/Ud. | vivié | He/She/You formal lived |

| nosotros/nosotras | vivimos | We lived |

| vosotros/vosotras | vivisteis | You all lived |

| ellos/ellas/Uds. | vivieron | They/You all formal lived|

Irregular Verbs in the Preterite

While regular conjugation patterns are straightforward, many common Spanish verbs are
irregular in the preterite tense. These irregularities often involve stem changes or entirely
different conjugation forms. Here are some of the most frequently used irregular verbs:

Common Irregular Verbs and Their Conjugations



1. Ser / Ir (to be / to go)

[¢]

yo: fui

ta: fuiste

o

[¢]

él/ella/Ud.: fue

[¢]

nosotros/nosotras: fuimos

o

vosotros/vosotras: fuisteis

[¢]

ellos/ellas/Uds.: fueron

2. Dar (to give)

o

yo: di

ta: diste

[¢]

él/ella/Ud.: dio

[¢]

[¢]

nosotros/nosotras: dimos

[¢]

vosotros/vosotras: disteis

o

ellos/ellas/Uds.: dieron

3. Hacer (to do, to make)

o yo: hice

tu: hiciste

o

[¢]

él/ella/Ud.: hizo

[¢]

nosotros/nosotras: hicimos

o

vosotros/vosotras: hicisteis

[¢]

ellos/ellas/Uds.: hicieron



4. Tener (to have)

[¢]

yo: tuve

o

ta: tuviste

[¢]

él/ella/Ud.: tuvo

[¢]

nosotros/nosotras: tuvimos

o

vosotros/vosotras: tuvisteis

[¢]

ellos/ellas/Uds.: tuvieron

5. Estar (to be)

o

yo: estuve

[¢]

ti: estuviste

él/ella/Ud.: estuvo

[¢]

[¢]

nosotros/nosotras: estuvimos

[¢]

vosotros/vosotras: estuvisteis

o

ellos/ellas/Uds.: estuvieron

Special Cases and Spelling Changes

Some regular verbs undergo spelling changes in the preterite to maintain pronunciation,
especially in the first person singular form.

Examples of Spelling Changes

e -car verbs: buscar (to search) — yo busqué

» -gar verbs: pagar (to pay) — yo pagué



e -zar verbs: empezar (to begin) - yo empecé
These changes are only in the "yo" form and apply to regular -ar verbs.

Practical Tips for Conjugating Verbs in the
Preterite

Memorize Irregular Forms

Irregular verbs are the key to mastering the preterite tense. Create flashcards or lists to
memorize their forms, especially the most common ones like ser/ir, tener, hacer, and
estar.

Practice Verb Charts

Regularly review conjugation charts for -ar, -er, and -ir verbs, and practice conjugating
new verbs to reinforce patterns.

Use Contextual Practice

Apply your knowledge by creating sentences or stories in the past tense. Practice with
real-life scenarios, such as recounting your day or describing past experiences.

Identify Common Irregularities

Pay attention to irregular stem changes, vowel shifts, and spelling modifications.
Recognizing these patterns will help you conjugate unfamiliar verbs correctly.

Sample Sentences Conjugated in the Preterite

To illustrate how conjugating verbs in the preterite works in context, here are some
examples:

» Hablar: Ayer, hablé con mi amigo.

e Comer: La semana pasada, comi en un restaurante nuevo.

 Vivir: Nosotros vivimos en esa ciudad hace cinco anos.

e Ser / Ir: La pelicula fue muy interesante.



e Hacer: El hizo toda su tarea anoche.

Conclusion

Mastering the conjugation of verbs in the preterite tense is fundamental to expressing
past actions accurately in Spanish. Whether dealing with regular or irregular verbs,
understanding the patterns and exceptions is crucial. Regular practice, memorization of
irregular forms, and contextual usage will help you become more confident in your ability
to conjugate verbs correctly in the preterite. Remember, "OJO! Don't forget to" always pay
attention to spelling changes and irregular stems, as these are common pitfalls for
learners. With dedication and consistent

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct preterite conjugation of the verb
'hablar’ for 'yo'?
Hablé

How do you conjugate the verb 'comer' in the preterite
tense for 'mosotros'?

Comimos

What is the preterite form of 'vivir' for 'él/ella'?

Vivid

How do you conjugate 'tener' in the preterite for 'ta'?

Tuve

What is the preterite conjugation of 'ir' for 'ellos/ellas'?

Fueron

How do you conjugate 'hacer' in the preterite tense for
'vo'?

Hice



What is the preterite form of 'decir' for 'nosotros'?

Dijimos

How do you conjugate 'venir' in the preterite for 'ta'?

Viniste

What is the preterite conjugation of 'ser' for 'él/ella'?

Fue

How do you conjugate 'ver' in the preterite tense for
'yo'?
Vi

Additional Resources
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When learning Spanish verb conjugations, especially in the preterite tense, one of the
most crucial skills is mastering how to correctly conjugate a variety of verbs in their
specified forms. The preterite tense is fundamental for expressing actions completed in
the past, and it often presents its own set of challenges due to irregularities and stem
changes. This comprehensive review aims to guide learners through the essential aspects
of conjugating verbs in the preterite tense, emphasizing accuracy, consistency, and
understanding of the underlying patterns.

Understanding the Preterite Tense in Spanish

Before diving into conjugation specifics, it’s important to grasp the general function of the
preterite tense in Spanish. It is used primarily to describe actions that are:

- Completed at a specific point in the past.
- Sequential events in the past.
- Actions with a clear beginning and end.

For example:

- Ayer comi una pizza. (Yesterday I ate a pizza.)

- La semana pasada viajé a Argentina. (Last week I traveled to Argentina.)

- Juan terminé su tarea y luego salié de casa. (Juan finished his homework and then left the
house.)



Understanding these basic uses sets the foundation for mastering the conjugation patterns
and irregularities that follow.

Regular Verb Conjugations in the Preterite

Most Spanish verbs follow predictable conjugation patterns in the preterite tense. These
are categorized based on their infinitive endings: -ar, -er, and -ir.

1. -ar Verbs

The regular conjugation pattern for -ar verbs is as follows:

| Subject | Conjugation | Example (hablar - to speak) |
| | | |

| yo | -€ | hablé |

| ta | -aste | hablaste |

| él/ella/Ud. | -6 | habld |

| nosotros/nosotras | -amos | hablamos |

| vosotros/vosotras | -asteis | hablasteis |

| ellos/ellas/Uds. | -aron | hablaron |

Key notes:
- The accent on the ending is vital; omitting it changes pronunciation and meaning.
- The stem remains unchanged for regular -ar verbs.

2. -er Verbs

The pattern for regular -er verbs:

| Subject | Conjugation | Example (comer - to eat) |
I | | |

| yo | -i| comi |

| ta | -iste | comiste |

| él/ella/Ud. | -i6 | comid |

| nosotros/nosotras | -imos | comimos |

| vosotros/vosotras | -isteis | comisteis |

| ellos/ellas/Uds. | -ieron | comieron |

Note:
- The vowel change from e to i occurs only in the third person singular and plural.



3. -ir Verbs

The conjugation pattern for regular -ir verbs is similar to -er verbs:

| Subject | Conjugation | Example (vivir - to live) |
| | | |

| yo | - | vivi |

| ta | -iste | viviste |

| él/ella/Ud. | -i6 | vivid |

| nosotros/nosotras | -imos | vivimos |

| vosotros/vosotras | -isteis | vivisteis |

| ellos/ellas/Uds. | -ieron | vivieron |

Summary of Regular Patterns:

- The stem remains consistent across all persons.

- The endings change based on the verb's infinitive category.
- Accent marks are crucial for correct pronunciation.

Irregular Verbs in the Preterite

While regular conjugation rules cover many verbs, numerous common verbs are irregular
in the preterite tense. These irregularities often involve stem changes and sometimes
altered endings.

Common Irregular Verbs and Their Conjugations

Below is a list of key irregular verbs, their stems, and conjugation patterns:

1. Ser / Ir (to be / to go)

- Stem: fui-

- Conjugation:

- fui, fuiste, fue, fuimos, fuisteis, fueron

2. Dar (to give)

- Stem: di-

- Conjugation:

- di, diste, dio, dimos, disteis, dieron

3. Ver (to see)

- Stem: vi-

- Conjugation:

- vi, viste, vio, vimos, visteis, vieron

4. Estar (to be)



- Stem: estuv-
- Conjugation:
- estuve, estuviste, estuvo, estuvimos, estuvisteis, estuvieron

5. Tener (to have)

- Stem: tuv-

- Conjugation:

- tuve, tuviste, tuvo, tuvimos, tuvisteis, tuvieron

6. Hacer (to do / to make)

- Stem: hic- (except in third person plural, where hiz- is used)
- Conjugation:

- hice, hiciste, hizo, hicimos, hicisteis, hicieron

7. Poder (to be able to)

- Stem: pud-

- Conjugation:

- pude, pudiste, pudo, pudimos, pudisteis, pudieron

8. Venir (to come)

- Stem: vin-

- Conjugation:

- vine, viniste, vino, vinimos, vinisteis, vinieron

9. Decir (to say / to tell)

- Stem: dij-

- Conjugation:

- dije, dijiste, dijo, dijimos, dijisteis, dijeron

10. Traer (to bring)

- Stem: traj-

- Conjugation:

- traje, trajiste, trajo, trajimos, trajisteis, trajeron

Key Patterns in Irregulars:

- Many verbs have stem changes that do not follow the regular pattern.

- The endings for irregular verbs are often similar to regular -er/-ir verbs but with stem
modifications.

- Some irregulars, like hacer, have unique forms like hizo (third person singular) instead of
hico.

Stem-Changing and Spelling-Change Verbs in the
Preterite

While the preterite tense is mostly regular, some verbs undergo specific stem changes or
spelling modifications to preserve pronunciation or adhere to spelling rules.



1. Stem-Changing Verbs

These involve vowel changes in the stem, but unlike present tense, the change occurs only
in the third person singular and plural.

Examples include:

- Dormir (to sleep):

- Stem change: 0 = u

- Conjugation:

- dormi, dormiste, durmio, dormimos, dormisteis, durmieron

- Sentir (to feel):

- Stem change: e — i

- Conjugation:

- senti, sentiste, sintid, sentimos, sentisteis, sintieron

- Preferir (to prefer):

- Stem change: e — i

- Conjugation:

- preferi, preferiste, prefirid, preferimos, preferisteis, prefirieron

2. Spelling-Change Verbs

Certain verbs undergo spelling modifications to maintain phonetic integrity.

- Car, Gar, Zar Verbs:

- Car: buscar - busqué (yo), ¢ = qu to preserve hard ¢ sound.
- Gar: pagar — pagué (yo), g — gu.

- Zar: empezar — empecé (yo), z = c.

- Examples:

- Practicar: practiqué (yo)
- Almorzar: almorcé (yo)

- Comenzar: comenceé (yo)

Note:
- These spelling changes are only in the first person singular (yo) form.

Special Notes and Ojo! Tips for Accurate
Conjugation

Successfully conjugating verbs in the preterite requires attention to detail and awareness



of common pitfalls. Here are important tips:

- Always check for irregularities: Regular patterns are easier, but irregular verbs demand
memorization and practice.
- Pay attention to accents: Missing accents can change the meaning or pronunciation.
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