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The poem "We Wear The Mask" by Paul Laurence Dunbar is a profound literary work that explores
themes of concealment, suffering, and the facade people present to the world. Beyond its emotional depth,
the poem also offers a rich vocabulary that can be examined for better understanding and application. In this
article, we will analyze key vocabulary words from the poem, understand their meanings in context, and
determine which sentences correctly employ these words. This approach not only enhances vocabulary

skills but also deepens comprehension of the poem's themes.

Understanding Key Vocabulary Words From "We Wear The
Mask”"

1. Mask

The central metaphor of the poem, "mask," refers to a physical or figurative covering that conceals one's

true feelings or identity.

e Definition: A covering for the face, or a figurative guise that hides true emotions or intentions.

¢ Context in the poem: Represents the facade people present to society to hide pain or suffering.

2. Conceal

This verb indicates hiding or keeping something secret or out of sight.

¢ Definition: To prevent from being seen or known; to hide.



e Context in the poem: The mask conceals inner feelings that are difficult to show publicly.

3. Suffer

Suffer refers to experiencing pain, distress, or hardship.

e Definition: To feel pain or distress, either physically or emotionally.

e Context in the poem: The suffering that individuals endure but often hide behind a facade.

4. Facade

‘While similar to mask, facade often refers to an outward appearance that conceals a less pleasant or different

reality.
¢ Definition: The face of a building, or a superficial appearance or illusion of something.

¢ Context in the poem: The outward appearance that disguises inner pain or truth.

5. Disguise

This term indicates a change in appearance or behavior to hide one's true identity or feelings.

¢ Definition: To alter one's appearance or behavior to conceal identity or feelings.

¢ Context in the poem: The act of hiding true emotions through a metaphorical disguise.

Analyzing Sentences for Correct Usage of Vocabulary Words



1. Mask

1. "She wore a beautiful mask at the masquerade ball." — Correct (Literal use of mask)

2. "Despite his cheerful appearance, he was suffering inside." — Incorrect (Uses figurative concept but

not the word mask)

3. "The house's facade was painted bright yellow." — Incorrect (Facade used, but not mask)

2. Conceal

1. "He tried to conceal his disappointment after losing the game." — Correct
2. "She decided to reveal her true feelings openly." — Incorrect

3. "The curtains conceal the view of the garden." — Correct

3. Suffer

1. "Many people suffer in silence due to social stigma." — Correct
2. "The flowers suffer from the lack of water." — Incorrect (Personification not fitting context)

3. "He enjoys suffering from cold weather." — Incorrect

4. Facade

1. "Her cheerful smile was just a facade to hide her sadness." — Correct
2. "The building's facade was made of glass." — Correct

3. "He showed a facade of confidence but was actually worried." — Correct



5. Disguise

1. "The spy used a disguise to avoid detection." — Correct
2. "She wanted to disguise her true intentions." — Correct

3. "He wore a mask of happiness." — Incorrect (Uses mask instead of disguise)

How Context Influences Correct Usage of Vocabulary

The Importance of Context

Understanding the context in which a word is used is vital for determining whether it is correctly applied.
For example, the word mask can be used literally (a physical mask) or figuratively (a facade or disguise).

Similarly, conceal is often used with objects or feelings that are hidden, but not with abstract concepts.

Examples of Contextual Clarity

o Literal context: "He wore a mask to the masquerade." — Clearly correct.
o Figurative context: "He concealed his anger behind a calm exterior." — Correct, as concealed relates to
hiding feelings.

The Role of Vocabulary in Interpreting the Poem's Themes

Expressing Concealment and Suffering

The vocabulary from "We Wear The Mask" helps readers grasp the complex emotional layers portrayed by
Dunbar. Words like mask, conceal, and facade symbolize the ways individuals hide their inner pain to

function within societal expectations.



Connecting Vocabulary to Literary Themes

¢ Concealment of pain and suffering.
e The performative nature of social interactions.

e The courage required to reveal true feelings.

Practical Applications of Vocabulary Words

Using Vocabulary for Better Comprehension

¢ Identifying metaphors: Recognizing that "wear the mask" symbolizes emotional concealment.

¢ Enhancing writing skills: Employing words like facade or disguise to add depth to descriptive

writing.

¢ Improving communication: Understanding when someone might be hiding their true feelings

behind a "mask."

Teaching Vocabulary Through Literature

Educators can use the poem as a teaching tool to explore these vocabulary words in context, encouraging

students to craft their own sentences and analyze the poem’s metaphors.

Conclusion

Analyzing the vocabulary from "We Wear The Mask" reveals the nuanced ways words like mask, conceal,
suffer, facade, and disguise enrich our understanding of the poem’s themes. Correct usage of these words in
sentences hinges on context, emphasizing the importance of comprehension in language mastery. By
exploring these words and their applications, readers can deepen their appreciation for Dunbar's powerful

poetry and enhance their own vocabulary skills, enabling more precise and expressive communication.



Frequently Asked Questions

‘Which sentence correctly uses the word 'conceal’' from the poem "We
Wear The Mask'?

She tried to conceal her feelings behind a brave smile.

How is the word 'disguise’ properly used in a sentence related to the
poem?

The characters often wear a disguise to hide their true emotions.

Choose the correct sentence that uses the word 'mask’ from the poem.

He put on a mask to hide his sorrow from others.

Which sentence correctly employs the word 'pretense'?

Her cheerful tone was just a pretense to hide her sadness.

How should the word 'simulate’ be correctly used in a sentence inspired
by the poem?

Actors try to simulate genuine emotions on stage.

Identify the correct usage of the word 'hidden' in a sentence related to

the poem.

Many people hide their true selves behind a facade.

Which sentence correctly uses the word 'expression' from the poem?

His facial expression revealed no hint of his inner pain.

How is the word 'facade’ properly used in a sentence about the poem?

The building's ornate facade masked its dilapidated interior.



Select the sentence that correctly uses the word 'mask’ in a metaphorical

sense.

She wore a mask of confidence despite feeling insecure inside.

Additional Resources

Consider The Vocabulary Words From The Poem "We Wear The Mask." Which Sentence Correctly Uses
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Introduction

The poem "We Wear The Mask" by Paul Laurence Dunbar is a powerful exploration of hidden pain,
societal facades, and the masks people wear to conceal their true feelings. Its language and imagery have
become iconic, influencing countless interpretations and analyses over the years. A crucial aspect of
understanding this poem deeply involves analyzing its vocabulary—specifically, how individual words are

used within context and how they contribute to the poem’s overall meaning.

This discussion will focus on key vocabulary words from the poem, examining their meanings,
connotations, and appropriate usage in sentences. By doing so, we will clarify which sentences correctly

utilize these words, reinforcing comprehension and appreciation of Dunbar's language.

Key Vocabulary Words From "We Wear The Mask"
1. Facade

Definition:
A false or superficial appearance that conceals something real or underlying. It often refers to a deceptive

outward show meant to hide true feelings or realities.

Connotations:
- Deception
- Pretense

- Superficiality

Context in the Poem:
The mask Dunbar describes functions as a facade—an outward appearance that conceals inner suffering or

truth.



Sample Sentences:

- Correct: "Despite his cheerful demeanor, he maintained a facade to hide his sadness."
- Incorrect: "The building’s facade was made of glass." (Though the word can refer to the front of a building,

in the context of emotional concealment, the first sentence is correct.)

2. Conceal

Definition:

To hide or keep something secret, especially feelings or facts.

Connotations:
- Secrecy
- Covering up

- Disguise

Context in the Poem:

The poem discusses how individuals conceal their true pain behind masks.

Sample Sentences:

- Correct: "She tried to conceal her anxiety during the interview."
- Incorrect: "The magician concealed the rabbit in his hat." (While correct, it’s less relevant to emotional

concealment.)

3. Veil

Definition:
A piece of fine material worn to cover the face or head; metaphorically, something that conceals or

disguises.

Connotations:
- Obscuration
- Mystique

- Disguise

Context in the Poem:

Dunbar’s use of “veil” symbolizes the barrier between outward appearance and inner reality.



Sample Sentences:

- Correct: "Her smile was a veil hiding her true feelings."
- Incorrect: "The bride wore a veil to the wedding." (While literal, in emotional context, the first sentence

is correct.)

4. Disguise

Definition:

To change appearance or form to conceal one’s identity or true nature.

Connotations:
- Camouflage
- Deception

- Masking

Context in the Poem:

The poem emphasizes how people disguise their pain and suffering behind masks.
Sample Sentences:
- Correct: "He disguised his disappointment with a brave face."

- Incorrect: "The spy used a disguise to evade detection.” (Correct but contextually different; in emotional

terms, the first sentence fits better.)

5. Pretense

Definition:

An attempt to make something that is not the case appear true; a false display of feelings or qualities.

Connotations:
- Sham
- False front

- Deception

Context in the Poem:

Pretense is central to the poem’s theme—people put on pretense to hide their suffering.

Sample Sentences:



- Correct: "His cheerful words were just pretense to hide his sadness."

- Incorrect: "The actor’s pretense was convincing." (Less relevant to emotional concealment.)

Deep Dive Into Word Usage and Sentence Correctness

Analyzing the correctness of sentences containing these words requires understanding their nuanced

meanings and how they fit within context.

How to Determine Correct Usage:

1. Context Alignment:
The sentence should reflect the word’s primary connotation related to concealment, deception, or

superficiality.

2. Appropriateness:

The sentence should make logical sense within the emotional or literal sense of the word.

3. Consistency with the Poem’s Theme:
Since "We Wear The Mask" deals heavily with concealment of inner pain, words like facade, veil, disguise,

and pretense should be used in contexts that reflect emotional or psychological concealment.

Practical Examples and Analysis

Example 1:
"Despite his brave exterior, he maintained a facade of calmness."
- Analysis: Correct. "Facade" here refers to a superficial appearance masking the true emotion of anxiety or

fear.

Example 2:
"She tried to conceal her disappointment after losing the game."

- Analysis: Correct. "Conceal” appropriately describes hiding feelings.

Example 3:
"The actor’s pretense was evident to everyone watching."

- Analysis: Correct. "Pretense” indicates a false display of emotion or attitude.

Example 4:
"The soldier’s disguise was effective during the mission."

- Analysis: Correct, but more literal. In the context of the poem, "disguise” can refer to emotional hiding,



but here it’s physical.

Example 5:
"Her smile was a veil that concealed her true sorrow."

- Analysis: Correct. "Veil" functions metaphorically to describe emotional concealment.

Common Pitfalls and Clarifications

- Facade vs. Veil:
‘While both refer to coverings, "facade" often relates to an outward appearance that is intentionally
superficial, especially in societal or emotional contexts. "Veil" tends to imply something that partially

obscures or obscures from view, often used metaphorically.

- Conceal vs. Disguise:
"Conceal" is generally used for hiding information or feelings, whereas "disguise" can imply changing
appearance or identity, often physically or visually. Both can be used metaphorically, but subtle distinctions

matter.

- Pretense vs. Facade:
"Pretense" emphasizes false behavior or feelings, whereas "facade" can refer to a broader outward

appearance that may or may not be entirely false.

Additional Vocabulary Words from the Poem

6. Mask

Definition:

A covering for the face, often used literally; metaphorically, it signifies a false outward appearance.

Connotations:
- Deception

- Protection
- Facade

Sample Sentences:
- Correct: "He wore a mask to hide his true identity."

- Incorrect: "The mask was made of paper." (Literal use; contextually correct but less relevant to emotional

concealment.)



7. Hidden

Definition:

Not visible or apparent; concealed.

Connotations:

- Secretiveness

- Obscurity

Sample Sentences:

- Correct: "Her feelings for him remained hidden."

- Incorrect: "The treasure was hidden in the cave." (Literal, but still correct; more relevant in emotional

context when describing feelings.)

The Power of Vocabulary in Interpreting "We Wear The Mask"

Understanding these words enhances the reader’s grasp of Dunbar’s message. The poem uses vivid
metaphorical language to describe concealment, and each vocabulary word contributes to this overarching
theme.

- Facades and Veils symbolize the masks people present to society.

- Conceal and Disguise highlight internal struggles that remain hidden.

- Pretense emphasizes the false front maintained despite inner pain.

- Masks serve as both literal and metaphorical symbols of deception.

How to Use These Words Correctly in Sentences

To determine whether a sentence correctly employs these words, consider the following guidelines:

1. Match the word’s connotation with the sentence’s context.

For example, "facade” should relate to superficial appearance, not physical objects like buildings.

2. Ensure the sentence reflects the emotional or metaphorical use of the word if referencing the poem’s

theme.

3. Check for grammatical correctness and clarity.



For instance, "He maintained a pretense to hide his feelings" is better than "He maintained pretense.”

Conclusion

The vocabulary from Paul Laurence Dunbar’s "We Wear The Mask" is rich with metaphorical depth,
offering nuanced ways to describe concealment, deception, and societal facades. Recognizing the correct

nn

usage of words like "facade,” "conceal," "veil,” "disguise,” "pretense,” and "mask" enhances comprehension

and appreciation of the poem’s themes.

By critically analyzing sentences for correctness—considering context, connotations, and thematic
relevance—readers can deepen their understanding of the poem and the language it employs. Ultimately,
mastering these vocabulary words allows for more meaningful engagement with Dunbar’s work, fostering

a greater appreciation for poetry’s power to articulate complex human emotions and societal truths.

Final Tips for Readers and Students

- Practice constructing your own sentences using these vocabulary words in the context of emotional
concealment to reinforce understanding.

- Identify these words in other poems, stories, or speeches to see how they function across different
contexts.

- Reflect on
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