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Ethnic and religious conflicts have been persistent sources of violence, displacement, and social
upheaval across the globe. These conflicts often arise from deep-rooted historical grievances,
competition over resources, political power struggles, or cultural and religious differences.
Understanding specific instances of such conflicts involves examining the groups involved, the regions
affected, and the underlying causes. In this article, we explore two significant ethnic and religious
conflicts: the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the Rohingya crisis in Myanmar. Through detailed analysis,

we aim to shed light on the complexities and enduring impacts of these conflicts.

1. The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

Overview of the Conflict

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is one of the most protracted and complex conflicts in modern history,
rooted in competing national aspirations and religious identities. It primarily involves the Jewish
population of Israel and the Palestinian Arabs, with historical, religious, and political dimensions

intertwined.



Key Groups Involved

- Jewish lIsraelis: Mainly Jewish communities residing within the State of Israel, established in 1948.
- Palestinian Arabs: Primarily Sunni Muslims, with Christian minorities, residing in the West Bank,
Gaza Strip, and East Jerusalem.

- Other Actors: Regional countries such as Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, and Iran, as well as international

organizations like the United Nations.

Regions Affected

- Israel: The modern state established in 1948, with major cities like Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, and Haifa.

- West Bank: A landlocked territory east of Israel, with significant Palestinian population and Israeli
settlements.

- Gaza Strip: A small Palestinian territory bordering Egypt and Israel, controlled by Hamas since 2007.
- East Jerusalem: A city sacred to Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, with ongoing disputes over its

status.

Causes and Historical Background

- Historical Claims: Both Jews and Palestinians claim historical ties to the land, especially Jerusalem.
- British Mandate and Partition: The 20th-century British Mandate and the 1947 UN Partition Plan
aimed to divide the land, leading to conflicts.

- Establishment of Israel: The declaration of the State of Israel in 1948 triggered Arab-Israeli wars and
displacement of Palestinians.

- Occupation and Settlements: Israeli control over the West Bank and Gaza, including settlement
expansion, has fueled tensions.

- Religious Significance: Jerusalem's status as a holy city for Judaism, Islam, and Christianity makes

the conflict particularly sensitive.



Current Status and Challenges

- Peace Efforts: Multiple peace initiatives, including the Oslo Accords and the Abraham Accords, have
sought resolution but with limited success.

- Violence and Clashes: Periodic outbreaks of violence, including rocket attacks, military operations,
and protests.

- Humanitarian Issues: Displacement, restrictions on movement, and economic hardship, especially in
Gaza.

- Future Outlook: The conflict remains unresolved, with key issues such as borders, refugees, and

Jerusalem's status still contentious.

2. The Rohingya Crisis in Myanmar

Overview of the Conflict

The Rohingya crisis involves the persecution and displacement of the Rohingya Muslim minority in
Myanmar’s Rakhine State. This conflict is fueled by ethnic, religious, and political tensions, leading to

one of the world’s most urgent humanitarian emergencies.

Key Groups Involved

- Rohingya Muslims: An ethnic minority predominantly residing in Rakhine State, Myanmar, considered
stateless and often denied citizenship.

- Rakhine Buddhists: The majority population in Rakhine State, with nationalist sentiments that
sometimes oppose Rohingya presence.

- Myanmar Government: Led historically by military and civilian governments, with complex attitudes
towards the Rohingya.

- International Community: UN, ASEAN, and various NGOs involved in humanitarian efforts and

advocacy.



Regions Affected

- Rakhine State: The epicenter of the conflict, with ongoing violence and displacement.
- Bangladesh: Hosts over a million Rohingya refugees fleeing violence, primarily in Cox’s Bazar.
- Other Countries: Countries like Malaysia and India also host Rohingya refugees and face regional

implications.

Causes and Historical Background

- Ethnic and Religious Differences: The Rohingya are predominantly Muslim, while Rakhine Buddhists
are the majority.

- Citizenship and Discrimination: The 1982 Myanmar nationality law effectively rendered the Rohingya
stateless.

- Historical Tensions: Decades of marginalization, violence, and discriminatory policies.

- 2017 Military Crackdown: A brutal military operation dubbed "Clearance Operations" led to mass
killings, rapes, and a new wave of refugees.

- International Condemnation: The military actions have been classified by the UN as ethnic cleansing

and potential genocide.

Current Status and Challenges

- Refugee Crisis: Over 1 million Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, with limited prospects for safe
return.

- Displacement and Humanitarian Crisis: Refugees face dire conditions, including lack of basic services
and security.

- Myanmar’s Political Situation: Ongoing conflicts, military rule, and reluctance to gr

Frequently Asked Questions



What are two prominent ethnic and religious conflicts, and which
groups and regions are involved?

One conflict is the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in the Middle East, involving Jewish and Palestinian Arab
groups. Another is the Rohingya crisis in Myanmar, involving the Rohingya Muslim minority and the

Buddhist majority in the Rakhine State.

Can you name a conflict involving the Tutsi and Hutu groups, and
specify the region?

The Rwandan Genocide of 1994 involved Tutsi and Hutu groups in Rwanda, leading to mass violence

and ethnic cleansing.

Which conflict involves Hindu and Muslim communities in South Asia?

The ongoing conflict between Hindus and Muslims in Kashmir, primarily between Indian Hindus and

Pakistani Muslims, has led to decades of unrest in the region.

What are the main groups involved in the Balkan conflicts of the

1990s?

The Balkan conflicts involved Serbs, Croats, and Bosniaks in the former Yugoslavia, particularly in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, driven by ethnic and religious tensions among Orthodox Christians,

Catholics, and Muslims.

Which conflict is characterized by clashes between Sunni and Shia
Muslims, and where does it primarily occur?

The Sunni-Shia conflict is prominent in Iraq and Syria, involving these two Islamic sects, often

compounded by political and regional power struggles.



Additional Resources

Ethnic & Religious Conflicts: Analyzing Two Major Examples of Deep-Rooted Strife

Understanding ethnic and religious conflicts is essential to grasping the complexities of global history
and contemporary geopolitics. These conflicts often stem from deep-seated tensions related to identity,
history, territory, and power, frequently resulting in prolonged violence, displacement, and societal
divisions. In this article, we will explore two significant examples of such conflicts, delving into the

groups involved, the regions affected, and the underlying causes that perpetuate strife.

The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: A Century-Long Struggle over Land and Identity

Background and Historical Context

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is one of the most enduring and complex ethnic and religious conflicts in
modern history. Rooted in competing national aspirations, religious significance, and historical claims
to land, this conflict has persisted for over a century, shaping the geopolitical landscape of the Middle

East.

Key Groups Involved

- Jewish Israelis: Primarily descendants of Jewish immigrants and settlers who established the modern
State of Israel in 1948.

- Palestinians: Arab inhabitants of historic Palestine, comprising Muslims, Christians, and other
religious groups, who seek self-determination and sovereignty.

Geographical Scope

- Region: The conflict centers around the territory of historic Palestine, encompassing modern-day

Israel, the West Bank, Gaza Strip, and East Jerusalem.



- Major Sites of Dispute:
- Jerusalem (holy city for Judaism, Christianity, and Islam)

- The West Bank and Gaza Strip (contested territories with significant Palestinian populations)

Core Issues and Causes

- Land Claims: Both groups claim historical and religious ties to the land. The establishment of Israel
led to displacement of Palestinians, fueling grievances.

- Religious Significance: Holy sites, such as the Al-Agsa Mosque, Temple Mount, and Church of the
Holy Sepulchre, are focal points of religious tensions.

- Refugees and Right of Return: Palestinian refugees displaced during 1948 and subsequent conflicts
seek the right to return to their ancestral homes.

- Security and Sovereignty: Israel's security concerns, settlement expansion, and Palestinian

aspirations for an independent state are ongoing points of contention.

Major Phases of the Conflict

- 1948 Arab-Israeli War: Following Israel's declaration of independence, neighboring Arab states
invaded, leading to the displacement of hundreds of thousands of Palestinians (Nakba).

- 1967 Six-Day War: Israel captured the West Bank, Gaza Strip, East Jerusalem, and other territories,
intensifying disputes.

- Peace Process Attempts: Oslo Accords (1990s), Camp David Summit, and ongoing negotiations

have yet to produce a lasting resolution.

Impact and Current Situation

- Violence and Wars: Periodic outbreaks of violence, including intifadas, rocket attacks, and military
operations.

- Humanitarian Crisis: Palestinian refugees and residents face hardships, restrictions, and instability.
- International Involvement: The conflict draws global attention, with various countries and

organizations advocating for peace or supporting one side.



The Rohingya Crisis in Myanmar: Ethnic and Religious Persecution in Southeast Asia

Background and Context

The Rohingya crisis exemplifies the devastating impact of ethnic and religious conflicts fueled by
discrimination, marginalization, and state-sponsored violence. The Rohingya are a Muslim minority

group in Myanmar, a predominantly Buddhist country, facing severe persecution and displacement.

Key Groups Involved

- Rohingya Muslims: An ethnic minority with roots in Myanmar’s Rakhine State, considered stateless
and often denied citizenship.

- Buddhist Rakhine Nationalists: Predominantly Buddhist communities that harbor hostility towards the
Rohingya, viewing them as outsiders or threats.

- Myanmar Government and Military: Authorities accused of orchestrating violence and policies that

marginalize the Rohingya.

Geographical Scope

- Region: The conflict is concentrated in Rakhine State, located in western Myanmar, bordering
Bangladesh.
- Refugee Movements: Large numbers of Rohingya have fled to neighboring Bangladesh, creating a

humanitarian crisis.

Causes and Underlying Factors

- Historical Discrimination: The Rohingya have faced decades of legal discrimination, denial of

citizenship, and social marginalization.

- Religious Tensions: Tensions between Buddhist majorities and Muslim minorities have been



exacerbated by nationalist rhetoric.
- Statelessness: Myanmar’s 1982 Citizenship Law effectively renders the Rohingya stateless, denying
them rights and access to services.
- Violence and Clashes: Periodic outbreaks of violence, often involving military crackdowns, have led

to mass displacements.

Timeline of Major Events

- 2012 Rakhine Riots: Sectarian violence erupted, leading to deaths and displacement on both sides.
- 2016-2017 Military Crackdowns: Reports of mass killings, rapes, and villages burned, prompting a
mass exodus to Bangladesh.

- International Response: Condemnations, calls for accountability, and humanitarian aid efforts have

been ongoing.

Current Challenges and the Humanitarian Situation

- Refugee Crisis: Over a million Rohingya live in camps in Bangladesh, facing overcrowding, poverty,
and uncertainty.

- Lack of Citizenship and Rights: The Rohingya remain without legal recognition, facing restrictions on
movement, work, and education.

- Regional and Global Reactions: International organizations, including the UN, have labeled the

violence as ethnic cleansing or genocide, but political solutions remain elusive.

Conclusion: The Complexity of Ethnic and Religious Conflicts

Both the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the Rohingya crisis highlight the profound challenges posed by
ethnic and religious conflicts. They involve deeply rooted historical grievances, religious and cultural
identities, and political power struggles. Understanding these conflicts requires acknowledging the

multiple narratives, grievances, and aspirations of the groups involved.



While each conflict is unique in its historical context and regional dynamics, common themes emerge:

- The importance of identity and belonging.
- The impact of historical injustices and grievances.
- The role of state policies and international actors.

- The devastating toll on civilians and communities.

Addressing such conflicts demands nuanced diplomacy, respect for human rights, and long-term
commitment to peace-building efforts. As global citizens, recognizing the complexities behind ethnic
and religious conflicts is a crucial step toward fostering empathy, understanding, and solutions that

promote coexistence and justice.

Note: This overview provides a detailed look at two major ethnic and religious conflicts, emphasizing
their groups, regions, and core issues. For further insights, readers are encouraged to explore specific

case studies, peace processes, and the roles of international organizations.
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