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Understanding subject-verb agreement is a fundamental aspect of mastering English grammar. Proper
agreement ensures clarity and correctness in your sentences, making your writing more professional and
easier to understand. This article provides an in-depth guide to Exercise 2, which involves drawing a line
under the subject and choosing the correct verb in parentheses that agrees with it. We will explore the
importance of subject-verb agreement, common rules, and practical exercises to enhance your skills.

What Is Subject-Verb Agreement?

Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the subject of a sentence must agree with its
verb in number (singular or plural). This means:

- Singular subjects take singular verbs.
- Plural subjects take plural verbs.

Correct agreement is crucial because it helps avoid confusion and maintains the grammatical integrity of
sentences.

Why Is Subject-Verb Agreement Important?

Proper subject-verb agreement:

- Ensures clarity in communication.
- Demonstrates grammatical proficiency.
- Prevents misunderstandings.
- Is essential for formal writing, academic papers, and professional communication.

For example:

- Correct: The dog barks loudly.



- Incorrect: The dog bark loudly.

In the first sentence, "dog" is singular, so the verb "barks" (singular) agrees with it. In the second sentence,
"bark" (plural) does not match the singular subject, making it incorrect.

Understanding the Exercise: Draw a Line Under the Subject and
Choose the Correct Verb

This exercise involves identifying the subject in a sentence, drawing a line under it, and then selecting the
correct form of the verb from the options provided in parentheses. It is designed to test your ability to
recognize the subject and apply the correct verb form.

Example:

The team (is/are) winning the match.

- Draw a line under "The team."
- Choose the correct verb: is or are.

Since "team" is singular, the correct verb is "is."

Common Rules of Subject-Verb Agreement

Understanding these rules will help you confidently choose the correct verb form in various sentences.

1. Singular and Plural Subjects

- Singular subjects take singular verbs: The cat runs.
- Plural subjects take plural verbs: The cats run.

2. Subjects Joined by "And"

- Usually plural: Tom and Jerry are friends.
- Exception: When referring to a single entity or idea, use a singular verb.



3. Subjects Joined by "Or" or "Nor"

- The verb agrees with the subject closest to it:

- Either the teacher or the students are responsible.
- Neither the manager nor the staff is available.

4. Indefinite Pronouns

- Many indefinite pronouns are singular: Everyone, Someone, Nobody, Each.
- Use singular verbs with these: Everyone is invited.

5. Collective Nouns

- They can be singular or plural depending on context:

- Singly viewed as a unit: The team is winning.
- As individuals: The team are arguing among themselves.

6. Titles of Books, Movies, or Organizations

- Treated as singular: The Chronicles of Narnia is a popular series.

Practical Steps to Approach the Exercise

Follow these steps to effectively complete the exercise:

Identify the subject: Look for the noun or pronoun that the sentence is about.1.

Draw a line under the subject: Clearly mark it to focus on the word that determines the verb form.2.

Determine if the subject is singular or plural: This will guide your choice of verb.3.

Choose the correct verb form: Select from the options in parentheses that agree with the subject.4.



Review your answer: Ensure the subject and verb agree and the sentence makes sense.5.

Examples of Exercise 2 with Step-by-Step Solutions

Let's analyze some example sentences to illustrate the process:

Example 1:
Sentence: The list of items (is/are) on the table.

- Step 1: Identify the subject — "The list of items."
- Step 2: Draw a line under "The list."
- Step 3: "List" is singular.
- Step 4: The correct verb is "is."
- Answer: The list of items is on the table.

Example 2:
Sentence: The students in the class (has/have) completed their assignments.

- Step 1: Subject — "The students in the class."
- Step 2: Draw a line under "The students."
- Step 3: "Students" is plural.
- Step 4: The correct verb is "have."
- Answer: The students in the class have completed their assignments.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Some sentences may seem tricky due to complex structures or tricky subjects. Here are common challenges
and tips:

1. Subjects with Prepositional Phrases

- The subject is before the prepositional phrase:



- Wrong: The bouquet of flowers smell lovely.
- Correct: The bouquet of flowers smells lovely.

- Tip: Identify the main subject before the prepositional phrase.

2. Subjects Separated by "Not Only... But Also"

- The verb agrees with the subject closest to it:

- Not only the teacher but also the students are responsible.

3. Compound Subjects with Different Numbers

- When the subjects are joined by "or" or "nor," the verb agrees with the closest subject.

4. Collective Nouns

- Be mindful of whether the collective noun refers to the entire group as a single unit or individuals.

Practice Exercises to Improve Your Skills

Practice is essential for mastering subject-verb agreement. Here are some exercises:

Identify the subject, draw a line under it, and choose the correct verb:

The news (is/are) surprising.

The boys (runs/run) fast.

Neither the cake nor the cookies (was/were) left.

My family (is/are) going on vacation.

All of the information (is/are) accurate.



Rewrite the sentences with correct verb agreement.

Answers:

- The news is surprising.
- The boys run fast.
- Neither the cake nor the cookies was left.
- My family is going on vacation.
- All of the information is accurate.

Summary and Final Tips

Mastering subject-verb agreement, especially through exercises like drawing a line under the subject and
selecting the correct verb, is an essential step toward grammatical proficiency. Remember:

- Always identify the core subject before choosing the verb.
- Pay attention to tricky subjects like collective nouns, indefinite pronouns, and compound subjects.
- Practice regularly with varied sentences to build confidence.
- Review your answers to ensure subject and verb agree logically and grammatically.

Conclusion

Exercise 2, which involves drawing a line under the subject and choosing the appropriate verb in
parentheses, is a practical method for reinforcing your understanding of subject-verb agreement. By
systematically applying the rules, practicing with different sentence structures, and being mindful of
common pitfalls, you can significantly improve your grammatical accuracy. Keep practicing, and over time,
selecting the correct verb will become an intuitive part of your writing process, ensuring clarity and
correctness in all your English communications.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main goal of Exercise 2: Draw a Line Under the Subject?
The main goal is to identify the correct verb that agrees in number with the subject and to underline the
subject in each sentence.



How do you determine which verb to choose in these sentences?
You determine the correct verb by matching it in number (singular or plural) with the subject of the
sentence.

What should you do if the subject is singular?
If the subject is singular, you should select and underline the singular verb form that agrees with it.

Can you give an example of a sentence from this exercise?
Sure, for example: 'The dog (bark/barks) loudly.' The correct verb is 'barks' because 'dog' is singular.

Why is it important to underline the subject in this exercise?
Underlining the subject helps you identify it clearly, making it easier to choose the correct verb that agrees
with it.

What is a common mistake students make in this exercise?
A common mistake is choosing a verb that does not agree in number with the subject, such as using 'bark'
instead of 'barks' for a singular subject.

How can practicing this exercise improve your grammar skills?
Practicing helps you become more aware of subject-verb agreement rules, leading to more accurate and
confident writing and speaking.

Is this exercise suitable for beginner or advanced learners?
This exercise is most suitable for beginners and intermediate learners who are developing their
understanding of basic subject-verb agreement rules.

Additional Resources
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Understanding subject-verb agreement is fundamental to mastering English grammar, and Exercise 2,
which involves drawing a line under the subject and selecting the correct verb in parentheses, is a practical
way to reinforce this concept. This detailed review delves into the core principles of subject-verb
agreement, explores common challenges, and offers strategies to excel in such exercises.



---

Understanding the Core Concept of Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that a verb must agree in number with its subject.
In simpler terms, singular subjects require singular verbs, and plural subjects require plural verbs.

The Basic Rule

- Singular subjects take singular verbs.
- Plural subjects take plural verbs.

Examples:
- The dog barks loudly. (Singular subject: The dog)
- The dogs bark loudly. (Plural subject: The dogs)

---

Why Is Subject-Verb Agreement Important?

Proper subject-verb agreement ensures clarity and grammatical correctness in communication. It helps the
reader or listener understand the message without confusion.

Key reasons include:
- Maintaining grammatical accuracy.
- Improving the professionalism of writing.
- Enhancing readability and comprehension.
- Avoiding common errors that can undermine credibility.

---

Common Challenges in Exercise 2

Exercise 2 requires identifying the subject and choosing the correct verb, which can be challenging due to
several factors:

1. Complex Subjects



- Subjects may be compound, collective, or indefinite, complicating the agreement.

2. Inverted Sentences
- When the sentence structure is inverted, the subject may not be immediately clear.

3. Intervening Words
- Words between the subject and the verb can distract or mislead the reader.

4. Singular vs. Plural Nouns
- Irregular nouns and words ending with -s can cause confusion.

5. Collective Nouns
- Collective nouns like team, group, or committee may take singular or plural verbs depending on context.

6. Indefinite Pronouns
- Pronouns like everyone, each, anyone are singular and require singular verbs.

---

Strategies for Successfully Completing Exercise 2

Achieving accuracy in this exercise involves a systematic approach:

1. Identify the Subject First
- Draw a mental or physical line under the subject to isolate it.
- Ask yourself: Who or what is this sentence about?

2. Determine the Number of the Subject
- Is it singular or plural?
- Look out for complex or compound subjects.

3. Ignore the Extra Words
- Focus solely on the subject when choosing the verb.
- Words between the subject and the verb are often distractors.

4. Apply the Basic Agreement Rule
- Match the verb form to the subject’s number.

5. Be Aware of Special Cases
- Collective nouns, indefinite pronouns, and tricky phrases.



---

Guidelines for Choosing the Correct Verb in Parentheses

When given a sentence with a subject and a verb in parentheses, the task is to select the form that agrees
with the subject. Here are detailed guidelines:

1. Singular Subjects
- Use the base form + -s or -es for present tense:
- He walks, The cat runs.
- For irregular verbs, use the appropriate singular form.

2. Plural Subjects
- Use the base form of the verb without -s:
- They walk, The cats run.

3. Compound Subjects
- When joined by and, typically plural:
- Tom and Jerry (are) friends.
- When joined by or or nor, the verb agrees with the closest subject:
- Either the teacher or the students (are) responsible.

4. Indefinite Pronouns
- Everyone, anyone, someone → singular:
- Everyone (is) ready.
- Few, many → plural:
- Few (are) interested.

5. Collective Nouns
- Depending on context, may take singular or plural:
- The team (is) winning (singular).
- The team (are) arguing among themselves (plural).

---

Common Errors and How to Avoid Them

Understanding typical mistakes can help in avoiding errors during Exercise 2.



1. Assuming All Nouns Ending in -s Are Plural
- Many nouns ending with -s are singular (e.g., mathematics, news).
- Always verify the noun's nature.

2. Ignoring Intervening Words
- Words like along with, as well as, including do not change the subject's number.
- Example: The teacher, along with her students, (is/are) arriving soon.

3. Confusing Collective Nouns
- Decide based on whether the action is collective or individual.
- Example: The committee (has/have) made its decision. (singular)

4. Overlooking Indefinite Pronouns
- Remember that some indefinite pronouns are always singular or always plural.

5. Subject-Verb Disagreement in Compound Subjects
- Ensure correct agreement based on conjunctions:
- Harry and Sally (are/is) coming → are.

---

Practical Tips for Practice and Mastery

Developing proficiency in Exercise 2 involves consistent practice and awareness:

1. Practice with Varied Sentences
- Use exercises from textbooks, online quizzes, or grammar workbooks.

2. Create Your Own Sentences
- Form sentences and test yourself by drawing the line under the subject and choosing the correct verb.

3. Use Visual Aids
- Color-code subjects and verbs to reinforce recognition.

4. Review and Correct Mistakes
- Analyze errors to understand why the wrong verb was chosen.

5. Consult Grammar Resources
- Use trusted references like grammar guides or style manuals.

---



Sample Exercise Walkthroughs

To illustrate, here are examples with detailed reasoning:

Example 1:
The group of students (is/are) ready for the examination.

- Draw a line under The group of students.
- The core subject: The group (collective noun).
- Is it singular or plural? The group is singular.
- Correct verb: is.
- Answer: The group of students is ready for the examination.

Example 2:
Neither the teacher nor the students (has/have) completed the assignment.

- Isolate: Neither the teacher nor the students.
- When neither...nor is used, the verb agrees with the closest subject (students), which is plural.
- Correct form: have.
- Answer: Neither the teacher nor the students have completed the assignment.

---

Conclusion: Mastering Exercise 2 for Effective Communication

In summary, Exercise 2 — drawing a line under the subject and selecting the appropriate verb in
parentheses — is a crucial activity for reinforcing the rules of subject-verb agreement. Success in this
exercise hinges on a clear understanding of grammatical rules, keen attention to sentence structure, and
consistent practice.

By systematically identifying the subject, determining its number, and applying the appropriate
agreement rules, learners can improve their grammatical accuracy. Over time, this exercise enhances not
only writing skills but also overall language proficiency, confidence, and clarity in communication.

Remember, mastery of subject-verb agreement is not achieved overnight. It requires ongoing practice,
careful analysis of mistakes, and a solid grasp of grammatical principles. Incorporate these strategies into
your learning routine, and you'll find yourself completing Exercise 2 with greater ease and precision.
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