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Introduction to Subject-Verb Agreement and Its
Importance

Understanding subject-verb agreement is fundamental to mastering English grammar. It ensures that
sentences are clear, grammatically correct, and easy to understand. In the context of Exercise 2,
where students are asked to underline the subject and fill in the blank with the correct form of the
verb in parentheses, grasping the rules of agreement is crucial. This exercise helps learners recognize
how the subject influences the choice of the verb, fostering better writing and communication skills.

What Is Subject-Verb Agreement?

Definition
Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the verb must match the number and
person of its subject. For example:
- Singular subject with a singular verb: She walks to school.
- Plural subject with a plural verb: They walk to school.

Why Is It Important?
Proper agreement:
- Ensures clarity in communication
- Maintains grammatical correctness
- Enhances the professionalism and readability of writing
- Prevents misunderstandings or ambiguity

Common Rules of Subject-Verb Agreement



1. Singular and Plural Subjects
- Singular subjects take singular verbs.
- Plural subjects take plural verbs.

Examples:
- The cat (singular) runs fast.
- The cats (plural) run fast.

2. Subjects Joined by "And"
- Generally, two or more subjects joined by "and" are plural and take a plural verb.

Example:
- The boy and the girl are playing outside.

3. Subjects Joined by "Or" or "Nor"
- The verb agrees with the subject closest to it.

Examples:
- Neither the teacher nor the students are responsible.
- Either the cake or the cookies are missing.

4. Indefinite Pronouns
- Some indefinite pronouns are singular (e.g., everyone, each, nobody).
- Others are plural (e.g., few, many).

Examples:
- Everyone is invited.
- Many are participating.

5. Collective Nouns
- Singular or plural depending on whether the group acts as a unit or as individuals.

Examples:
- The team is winning. (acting as a unit)
- The team are arguing among themselves. (acting individually)

Applying Subject-Verb Agreement in Fill-in-the-Blank
Exercises



Understanding the Structure of the Exercise
In Exercise 2, students are given sentences with an underlined subject and a blank space where the
verb should be inserted. The verb is provided in parentheses, in its base form, and the student must
choose the form that agrees with the subject.

Example:
- The dogs (bark) loudly.
- Correct answer: The dogs bark loudly.

Strategies for Success
- Always identify and underline the subject first.
- Determine whether the subject is singular or plural.
- Select the verb form that agrees with the subject's number.
- Be cautious of sentences with compound subjects or those involving "or" and "nor."
- Watch out for tricky subjects like indefinite pronouns or collective nouns.

Detailed Breakdown of Fill-in-the-Blank Patterns

Pattern 1: Simple Subjects
- Singular: The girl (write) __ a letter.
- Plural: The boys (play) __ football.

Answer:
- The girl writes a letter.
- The boys play football.

Pattern 2: Compound Subjects
- Subjects joined by "and" usually take a plural verb.
- Subjects joined by "or" or "nor" agree with the nearest subject.

Examples:
- The teacher and the student (discuss) __ the project.
- Answer: The teacher and the student discuss the project.
- Either the manager or the employees (be) __ responsible.
- Answer: Either the manager or the employees are responsible.

Pattern 3: Indefinite Pronouns
- Singular: Everyone (enjoy) __ the trip.
- Plural: Several (have) __ arrived.



Answers:
- Everyone enjoys the trip.
- Several have arrived.

Pattern 4: Collective Nouns
- Singular: The class (be) __ ready.
- Plural: The staff (are) __ working late.

Answers:
- The class is ready.
- The staff are working late.

Common Challenges in Subject-Verb Agreement and
How to Overcome Them

1. Confusing Singular and Plural Subjects
Solution: Always identify the subject and determine its number before choosing the verb.

2. Compound Subjects and "Or"/"Nor" Phrases
Solution: Use the rule that the verb agrees with the closest subject.

3. Indefinite Pronouns
Solution: Memorize which pronouns are singular and which are plural; remember that words like
"everyone" or "each" are singular.

4. Collective Nouns
Solution: Decide whether the noun is acting as a single entity (singular) or as individual members
(plural).

5. Tricky Sentences with Prepositional Phrases
Prepositional phrases may distract from the subject.

Tip: Always identify the main subject outside the prepositional phrase.



Practice Exercises for Strengthening Subject-Verb
Agreement Skills

Exercise 1: Underline the subject and choose the correct verb
- The bouquet of roses (smell / smells) lovely.
- The students (finish / finishes) their homework on time.
- Neither the dog nor the cats (is / are) outside.

Exercise 2: Fill in the blank with the correct form of the verb
1. The team of players (train) ___ hard every day.
2. Each of the books (have / has) a unique story.
3. The news (be) ___ surprising to everyone.
4. The children (play) ___ in the park every afternoon.
5. Either the teacher or the students (be) ___ responsible for the mess.

Conclusion: Mastering Subject-Verb Agreement for
Clear Communication

Achieving proficiency in subject-verb agreement is a step toward more effective and polished writing.
Through consistent practice, understanding the core rules, and applying strategies to tricky
sentences, learners can improve their grammar skills significantly. Exercises like underline-the-
subject and fill-in-the-blank activities serve as valuable tools in reinforcing these concepts.
Remember, the key is to always identify the subject correctly and choose the verb that matches its
number and person. With dedication and practice, mastering subject-verb agreement can become an
intuitive part of your English language skills, leading to clearer, more professional communication.

Additional Resources

Grammar textbooks and workbooks focusing on agreement rules

Online grammar quizzes and interactive exercises

Writing workshops and tutoring sessions

English language apps with grammar practice modules



Final Tips for Learners

Read regularly to see correct subject-verb agreement in context.1.

Write sentences and have someone review them for grammatical accuracy.2.

Practice with exercises regularly to reinforce rules.3.

Don't hesitate to revisit rules whenever you encounter difficulties.4.

Stay patient and persistent—grammar mastery is a gradual process.5.

By integrating these principles and strategies into your learning routine, you will develop a solid
understanding of subject-verb agreement, ultimately enhancing your overall communication skills in
English.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main goal of Exercise 2 in underlining the subject?
The main goal is to identify and underline the subject of each sentence to understand its role better.

How do you choose the correct verb form to fill in the blank?
You select the verb form that agrees in number and person with the underlined subject in the
sentence.

Why is it important to match the verb with the subject in a
sentence?
Matching the verb with the subject ensures grammatical correctness and clarity in communication.

Can Exercise 2 help improve your understanding of subject-
verb agreement?
Yes, practicing underlining the subject and filling in the correct verb enhances your grasp of subject-
verb agreement rules.

What should you do if the subject is a compound subject in
the exercise?
You should identify both subjects and choose a verb that agrees with the compound subject, typically
plural.



Are there common mistakes to watch out for in this exercise?
Yes, common mistakes include mismatching singular subjects with plural verbs or vice versa and
overlooking the subject when filling in the blank.

How can practicing this exercise help in writing better
sentences?
Practicing underlining subjects and choosing correct verbs helps develop a stronger understanding of
sentence structure, leading to clearer and more grammatically correct writing.

Additional Resources
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In the realm of English grammar, mastering subject-verb agreement is fundamental to constructing
clear, grammatically correct sentences. One common exercise that educators use to reinforce this
concept involves identifying the subject within a sentence, underlining it, and then choosing the
correct form of the verb in parentheses to match the subject. This exercise not only sharpens
understanding of grammatical rules but also enhances a learner's ability to analyze sentence
structure effectively. In this article, we will explore the significance of subject-verb agreement, break
down the components of the exercise, and provide comprehensive strategies to master this essential
aspect of English grammar.

---

The Importance of Subject-Verb Agreement in English Grammar

Understanding the Role of the Subject and Verb

At the core of any sentence lies the subject, which indicates who or what the sentence is about. The
verb, on the other hand, expresses the action or state of being related to the subject. For a sentence
to be grammatically correct, the verb must agree in number and person with its subject.

Why Is It Crucial?

- Clarity: Proper agreement ensures that sentences convey clear and unambiguous messages. For
example, "The dog barks" clearly indicates that a single dog is performing the action, whereas "The
dogs barks" introduces confusion due to incorrect agreement.
- Professionalism: Correct grammar reflects language proficiency, which is especially important in
academic, professional, and formal writing.
- Effective Communication: Grammatical accuracy helps prevent misunderstandings and enhances
the overall quality of communication.

Common Challenges

Despite its importance, subject-verb agreement can be tricky, especially with:

- Collective nouns (e.g., team, crowd)



- Indefinite pronouns (e.g., everyone, someone)
- Compound subjects joined by "and" or "or"
- Sentences with intervening phrases or clauses

---

Deep Dive into the Exercise: Underlining the Subject and Selecting the Correct Verb

The Structure of the Exercise

In "Exercise 2," learners are presented with sentences containing a blank space where the verb
should be. Their tasks are:

1. Underline the subject of the sentence.
2. Choose the correct verb in parentheses that agrees with the subject.

Example:

The group of students ___ (is/are) preparing for the exam.

- Underline the subject: The group of students
- Determine whether the verb should be "is" or "are" based on the subject.

Step-by-Step Approach

1. Identify the main subject: Determine who or what the sentence is primarily about.
2. Ignore the distractors: Phrases like "of students" are modifiers and not part of the core subject.
3. Determine the number: Is the subject singular or plural?
4. Select the verb: Choose the form that matches the subject's number.

Important Tips

- Collective nouns like "team," "staff," or "group" are singular unless emphasizing individual members.
- Indefinite pronouns such as "everyone" or "each" are singular.
- When subjects joined by "and" refer to multiple entities, the subject is plural.
- When joined by "or" or "nor," the verb agrees with the nearer subject.

---

Strategies for Mastering Subject-Verb Agreement

1. Learn the Basic Rules

Understanding fundamental rules lays the foundation for correct agreement:

- Singular subjects take singular verbs: He runs.
- Plural subjects take plural verbs: They run.
- When the subject is a collective noun, determine if it’s acting as a unit (singular) or as individuals
(plural).

2. Practice with Varied Sentences



Consistent practice with different sentence structures helps internalize rules. Use exercises like
"underline the subject" and "fill in the blank" to reinforce learning.

3. Pay Attention to Sentence Complexity

Complex sentences may contain phrases that distract from the core subject. Always identify the main
subject first before choosing the verb.

4. Use Reference Materials

When in doubt, consult grammar guides or reference charts that clarify agreement rules for tricky
cases.

5. Engage in Peer Review and Feedback

Sharing sentences with peers or instructors for review can help catch mistakes and reinforce correct
usage.

---

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

1. Confusing Subjects and Intervening Phrases

Phrases like "along with," "as well as," or "including" do not alter the number of the subject.

Incorrect: The teacher, along with the students, are preparing for the test.

Correct: The teacher, along with the students, is preparing for the test.

2. Misjudging Collective Nouns

Depending on context, collective nouns can be singular or plural.

Example: The committee decides on the policy. (Singular)

But: The committee are arguing among themselves. (Plural)

3. Overlooking Indefinite Pronouns

Words like "everyone," "each," "anyone" are singular.

Incorrect: Everyone are invited to the party.

Correct: Everyone is invited to the party.

4. Compound Subjects

Subjects joined by "and" are usually plural, requiring a plural verb.

Example: The boy and the girl are playing outside.



But if the subjects are considered a single unit, the verb can be singular.

---

Practical Exercises and Resources

Sample Sentences for Practice

- The news ___ (was/were) surprising to everyone.
- Neither the manager nor the employees ___ (has/have) arrived yet.
- The bouquet of roses ___ (smells/smell) lovely.
- Each of the students ___ (needs/need) to submit the assignment.

Online Resources and Tools

- Grammar websites like Purdue OWL or Grammarly's blog
- Interactive grammar quizzes
- Vocabulary and grammar apps

---

Conclusion: The Value of Precision in Grammar

Mastering the skill of identifying the subject and ensuring the verb agrees in number and person is
vital for effective communication. The exercise of underlining the subject and filling in the correct
verb in brackets serves as a practical tool to develop this competence. As learners practice these
steps diligently, they build confidence in their grammatical accuracy, which enhances their writing
and speaking skills.

By understanding the core principles, practicing regularly, and being mindful of common exceptions,
students and writers can elevate their command of English grammar. Whether for academic
purposes, professional communication, or personal expression, the ability to produce grammatically
correct sentences is an invaluable asset that underpins clarity, professionalism, and credibility.

---

In summary, "Exercise 2" is more than just a classroom activity; it is a gateway to mastering a
fundamental aspect of English grammar. Through consistent practice and deep understanding,
learners can achieve grammatical precision that enriches their overall language proficiency.
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