FILL IN THE BLANK. Which Of The Following
Statements Is NOT True? The Risk Of Divorce Is
Higher Among

FILL IN THE BLANK. Which Of The Following Statements Is NOT True? The Risk Of Divorce Is
Higher Among

Divorce remains one of the most significant life changes many individuals and couples face. Understanding
the factors that influence the risk of divorce can help couples, counselors, and policymakers develop
strategies to foster stronger relationships and reduce unnecessary separations. But amidst the myriad of
statistics and research findings, some statements about divorce risk are often misunderstood or

misrepresented.

In this article, we will explore common beliefs regarding the risk factors associated with divorce, identify
which statements are NOT true, and shed light on the real dynamics behind marital stability. Whether
you're considering marriage, studying family sociology, or simply seeking to understand this complex issue

better, this comprehensive guide aims to clarify misconceptions and provide evidence-based insights.

Understanding Divorce Risk Factors

Before diving into specific statements, it's essential to grasp the primary factors that influence divorce risk.
These include demographic, psychological, social, and economic aspects. Recognizing these helps

contextualize the statements and evaluate their accuracy.

Key Factors Influencing Divorce Risk

- Age at Marriage: Marrying at a very young age often correlates with higher divorce rates.

- Educational Level: Lower levels of education are generally associated with increased divorce risk.

- Socioeconomic Status: Financial instability can strain marriage stability.

- Previous Marriages: Individuals with prior marriages tend to have a higher risk of divorce.

- Cohabitation Before Marriage: Although once controversial, recent research suggests cohabitation's impact
varies based on other factors.

- Family Background: Growing up in a high-conflict or divorced family can influence one's own marriage
stability.

- Communication and Conflict Resolution Skills: Poor communication is a significant predictor of divorce.

- Cultural and Religious Beliefs: Cultural norms and religious views can either promote stability or



contribute to divorce risk.

Common Statements About Divorce Risk

Many claims circulate about who is more likely to divorce. Some are supported by research, while others
are myths or misconceptions. Below are several statements, with analysis on whether they are true or
NOT true.

Statement 1: The risk of divorce is higher among couples who marry

young.

Analysis:

Research consistently shows that marrying at a very young age (typically under 20) correlates with a
higher likelihood of divorce. Young couples may lack maturity, financial stability, or life experience
necessary for a lasting marriage. However, it's important to note that this is a statistical trend, not an

absolute rule—many young marriages succeed.

Statement 2: The risk of divorce is higher among couples with low
educational attainment.

Analysis:
Studies indicate that individuals with lower levels of education tend to have higher divorce rates.
Education often correlates with better job prospects, financial stability, and communication skills, which can

buffer against marital problems. This statement is generally supported by research.

Statement 3: The risk of divorce is higher among couples who cohabitate
before marriage.

Analysis:

This is a common belief, but recent research presents a nuanced picture. Historically, cohabitation before
marriage was linked to higher divorce risk, but this trend has shifted over time. For some, cohabitation
serves as a test run, leading to more informed marriage decisions. For others, it may reflect underlying
relationship instability. The overall consensus suggests that cohabitation alone is not a definitive predictor of

divorce; rather, the context and reasons for cohabiting matter.

Conclusion:
This statement is NOT true as a universal rule; cohabitation does not inherently increase divorce risk but

depends on individual circumstances.



Statement 4: The risk of divorce is higher among couples with children.

Analysis:

Contrary to popular belief, having children often increases marital stability in the long run. While the
initial years of parenthood can be stressful, many studies find that couples with children tend to stay
together more than childless couples. However, the quality of the relationship and parenting support also

play significant roles.

Statement 5: Divorce risk is higher among couples with a significant age

gap-

Analysis:

Large age differences, especially when the husband is significantly older than the wife, can sometimes
correlate with increased marital conflict or differing life goals, potentially raising divorce risk. Nonetheless,
many such couples have successful marriages. This statement is context-dependent and not universally

true.

Statement 6: The risk of divorce is higher among couples with low
income or financial instability.

Analysis:
Financial stress is a well-documented predictor of marital dissatisfaction and divorce. Money problems can

lead to conflict, mistrust, and feelings of insecurity, making this statement true.

Identifying the NOT True Statement

From the statements above, the statement that is NOT universally true—meaning it is a myth or

oversimplification—is:
"The risk of divorce is higher among couples who cohabitate before marriage."
While some earlier studies suggested a link, recent research indicates that cohabitation itself is not a

definitive predictor. Instead, factors such as the reasons for cohabiting, relationship stability beforehand, and

societal attitudes play a more significant role.

Why Do Misconceptions About Divorce Persist?



Despite scientific evidence, myths about divorce persist due to cultural narratives, media influence, and

anecdotal reports. Some common misconceptions include:
- Cohabitation inherently leads to divorce.

- Marrying young is doomed to end in divorce.

- Financial instability always results in divorce.

- Having children guarantees marital stability.

Understanding the nuanced reality helps in making informed decisions and dispelling false beliefs.

Strategies to Reduce Divorce Risk

While some risk factors are outside individual control, many are manageable through conscious effort and

awareness.

Effective Communication

Open, honest communication helps resolve conflicts and build trust.

Financial Planning and Stability

Joint financial goals and transparency can reduce money-related stress.

Premarital Counseling

Engaging in counseling before marriage can prepare couples for challenges ahead.

Building Emotional Intimacy

Prioritizing quality time and emotional connection sustains long-term satisfaction.

Managing Expectations and Growth

Understanding that change is natural and supporting each other's growth fosters resilience.



Conclusion

Understanding which statements about divorce risk are true or NOT true is crucial in fostering healthy
relationships and making informed life choices. The idea that cohabitation before marriage inherently
increases divorce risk is a misconception; recent research underscores that context matters more than the
act itself. Factors such as age at marriage, education level, financial stability, and communication skills play

more significant roles in marital durability.

By dispelling myths and focusing on evidence-based strategies, couples can better navigate the complexities

of marriage, reduce unnecessary risk, and build lasting, fulfilling partnerships.

Remember: Every relationship is unique, and while statistics provide general insights, individual

circumstances and efforts ultimately determine marital success.

Frequently Asked Questions
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The risk of divorce is higher among .

individuals who have been previously divorced.

FILL IN THE BLANK. The risk of divorce is higher among __.

younger couples who marry early.

FILL IN THE BLANK. The risk of divorce is higher among __.

couples with significant financial stress.

FILL IN THE BLANK. The risk of divorce is higher among __.

those with incompatible communication styles.

FILL IN THE BLANK. The risk of divorce is higher among __.

couples with differing religious beliefs.

FILL IN THE BLANK. The risk of divorce is higher among __.

partners who have different levels of education.



FILL IN THE BLANK. The risk of divorce is higher among __.

individuals with a history of domestic violence.

FILL IN THE BLANK. The risk of divorce is higher among __.

couples who did not cohabit before marriage.

FILL IN THE BLANK. The risk of divorce is higher among _ .

those with high levels of conflict and arguing.

FILL IN THE BLANK. The risk of divorce is higher among .

people who marry due to external pressures rather than mutual choice.

Additional Resources

FILL IN THE BLANK. Which Of The Following Statements Is NOT True? The Risk Of Divorce Is
Higher Among

Introduction

FILL IN THE BLANK. Which Of The Following Statements Is NOT True? The Risk Of Divorce Is
Higher Among certain demographics and circumstances, highlighting the complex interplay of social,
economic, and psychological factors influencing marital stability. As divorce rates fluctuate worldwide,
understanding the underlying causes and misconceptions becomes essential for policymakers, counselors,
and couples alike. This article delves into various claims regarding divorce risk, exploring which
statements are supported by empirical evidence and which are myths or oversimplifications. By unpacking
these assertions, readers gain a clearer perspective on the realities of marital dissolution and the factors that

truly influence it.

The Landscape of Divorce: An Overview

Before examining specific statements, it’s crucial to understand the broader context. Divorce rates vary
significantly across countries, cultures, and socioeconomic strata. In many Western societies, the divorce rate
has stabilized or even declined slightly in recent years, but it still remains a significant social phenomenon.

Factors contributing to divorce include economic instability, infidelity, communication breakdowns, mental



health issues, and societal attitudes toward marriage.

Research also indicates that divorce is rarely caused by a single factor; instead, it results from a confluence of
multiple influences over time. Recognizing misconceptions about who is most at risk can help in

developing targeted interventions and support mechanisms.

Common Statements About Divorce Risk: Which Are True, Which Are Not?

Let us now explore some frequently heard claims concerning the risk of divorce and analyze their validity

based on current research.

Claim 1: "The Risk Of Divorce Is Higher Among Young Couples”

Analysis:
Research consistently shows that couples who marry at a young age are statistically more likely to divorce
than those who marry later. Early marriages often face challenges such as financial instability, limited

maturity, and less life experience, which can strain the relationship.

Supporting Evidence:

- Data from the American Psychological Association indicates that marriage under age 20 has a significantly
higher divorce rate than marriages contracted after age 25.

- Young couples may also lack the emotional tools necessary to navigate conflicts, increasing the risk of

dissolution.

Conclusion:
This statement is largely true. Marrying at a younger age is a recognized risk factor for divorce, though it’s

important to note that individual circumstances vary.

Claim 2: "Divorce Is More Common Among Couples With Lower Socioeconomic Status"

Analysis:
Socioeconomic factors play a crucial role in marital stability. Lower income, limited access to education, and

financial stress are associated with higher divorce rates.

Supporting Evidence:

- Studies from the National Center for Family & Marriage Research show that economic hardship can
exacerbate relationship tensions.

- Financial strain can lead to conflicts over money management, fidelity, and future planning, which are

common precursors to divorce.



Conclusion:
This statement is generally true. Economic struggles are correlated with increased divorce risk, although

this is not deterministic.

Claim 3: "Marriages Without Children Are Less Likely To End In Divorce"

Analysis:
This is a contentious claim with mixed evidence. Some studies suggest that couples without children face

fewer external pressures and conflicts related to parenting, potentially reducing divorce risk.

Supporting Evidence:

- Research published in the Journal of Marriage and Family indicates that childless couples may have
lower divorce rates compared to those with children, especially in the early years of marriage.

- Conversely, some studies argue that children can strengthen bonds and provide purpose, potentially

acting as a stabilizing factor.

Counterpoint:
- The absence of children can sometimes lead to feelings of loneliness or lack of shared purpose, which

might increase divorce risk in some cases.

Conclusion:
‘While there is some support for the idea that marriages without children are less likely to end in divorce,
the evidence is not conclusive enough to deem it a universal truth. Therefore, this statement is not

entirely true and depends heavily on individual circumstances.

Claim 4: "The Risk Of Divorce Is Higher Among Couples Who Do Not Live Together Before Marriage"

Analysis:
The assumption that premarital cohabitation either increases or decreases divorce risk has been debated for

decades.

Supporting Evidence:

- Earlier research suggested that couples who cohabited before marriage were more likely to divorce,
possibly due to selection effects or differing attitudes towards commitment.

- More recent studies, however, indicate that the negative association has diminished, and in some cases,

premarital cohabitation can be beneficial if it leads to better understanding and compatibility testing.

Counterpoint:

- The quality of the premarital relationship and the reasons for cohabitation are critical factors influencing



outcomes.

Conclusion:
This statement is not definitively true; the relationship between premarital cohabitation and divorce risk is

complex and context-dependent.

Claim 5: "People Who Marry After Long Engagements Are Less Likely To Divorce"

Analysis:
Long engagements may reflect careful consideration and relationship stability, which could reduce divorce

risk.

Supporting Evidence:

- Data from the National Marriage Project suggests that couples who spend more time engaged tend to
have longer-lasting marriages.

- Longer engagement periods often allow couples to resolve conflicts, establish shared goals, and build

stronger foundations.
Conclusion:

This statement appears to be generally true, although other factors such as communication skills and mutual

understanding also play significant roles.

The Statement That Is NOT True: A Closer Look

Based on the above analyses, the statement that "Marriages Without Children Are Less Likely To End In

Divorce" is the least supported by conclusive evidence and is, therefore, not entirely true.
This misconception may stem from societal narratives that emphasize the burdens of parenting on marital
stability. While in some contexts, the absence of children might reduce certain stressors, it does not

inherently safeguard a marriage from dissolution. Factors such as emotional compatibility, communication,

shared values, and external pressures often outweigh the presence or absence of children.

Broader Implications and Takeaways

Understanding which statements about divorce risk are true or false is vital for multiple reasons:

- Policy Development: Policymakers can design more effective family support programs by focusing on



genuine risk factors.
- Marriage Counseling: Therapists can better tailor interventions when they recognize which aspects
genuinely influence marital stability.

- Public Awareness: Correcting myths helps couples set realistic expectations and make informed decisions.
Factors That Are True Indicators of Divorce Risk
While some claims are myths or oversimplifications, several well-established risk factors include:

- Young age at marriage

- Low socioeconomic status

- History of prior divorce

- Lack of shared interests or poor communication

- External stressors such as financial hardship or mental health issues
Conclusion

Divorce remains a complex phenomenon influenced by a web of interconnected factors. While certain
demographics such as young age and socioeconomic status are clearly associated with higher risks, other
claims—particularly those related to the presence of children or premarital cohabitation—require nuanced
understanding. Recognizing which statements hold empirical weight helps reduce misconceptions and
fosters a more realistic perspective on marital stability. Ultimately, a healthy marriage depends on
communication, mutual respect, adaptability, and shared values—elements that transcend demographic

attributes and are within the control of the partners themselves.

Final Thought

Understanding the real drivers behind divorce can empower couples to address challenges proactively and
seek help when needed. Dispelling myths and focusing on evidence-based factors ensure that interventions
are effective and relationships are nurtured, fostering stronger and more resilient marriages in the long

run.
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