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When tasked with crafting a short story as part of an application, it's essential to understand that
development is the cornerstone of compelling storytelling. A well-developed story not only captures the
reader’s attention but also provides depth, emotion, and meaning. In this guide, we will explore how to
create a rich, engaging short story that effectively develops characters, setting, plot, and themes, all

within a rough draft framework suitable for submission.

Understanding the Importance of Development in Short Stories

What Does Development Mean?

Development in storytelling refers to the process of expanding ideas, characters, and plot elements to
create a cohesive and immersive narrative. It involves giving depth to the story so that readers feel

connected and invested.

Why Is Development Critical?

¢ Engages the reader emotionally and intellectually



Provides clarity and coherence to the narrative

Builds tension and anticipation

Ensures characters are relatable and memorable

Conveys themes and messages effectively

Key Elements to Develop in Your Short Story

1. Characters

Characters are the heart of any story. Developing them involves creating personalities, motivations,

and arcs that resonate with readers.

* Protagonist: Define their goals, fears, and growth trajectory.
¢ Antagonist or Conflict Source: Develop opposing forces or internal struggles.

e Supporting Characters: Flesh out secondary characters to enrich the story and support the main

narrative.

2. Setting

The setting grounds your story in a specific time and place, adding atmosphere and context.



¢ Describe the environment vividly to create a sense of place.

¢ Use sensory details to evoke mood and tone.

e Integrate setting into the plot to influence character decisions and story outcomes.

3. Plot Development

A well-structured plot guides the reader through the story seamlessly.

Introduction: Establish characters and setting.

Conflict: Introduce challenges or dilemmas faced by characters.

Climax: Build toward a turning point or resolution.

Resolution: Conclude the story with closure or a thought-provoking ending.

4. Themes and Messages

Underlying messages give your story depth. Decide what you want your story to convey about human

nature, society, or personal growth.

¢ Identify core themes early in the drafting process.

¢ Use characters and plot to explore these themes subtly.

¢ Avoid overt moralizing; let themes emerge naturally.



Steps to Develop Your Short Story for Submission

1. Planning and Outline

1. Brainstorm ideas or prompts provided by the application.
2. Create a basic outline covering the main plot points, character arcs, and setting.

3. Decide on the story’s tone and style.

2. Drafting the Rough Draft

o Write freely without worrying about perfection—focus on getting your ideas down.
¢ Develop each section according to your outline, expanding on details and motivations.

¢ Introduce complications and develop your characters’ reactions.

3. Enhancing Development During Revision

* Refine character backgrounds and motivations for consistency.



e Deepen descriptions of setting to create vivid imagery.
¢ Ensure plot points logically follow and build tension.

* Emphasize themes subtly through character decisions and dialogue.

4. Finalizing the Draft for Submission

1. Proofread for grammatical accuracy and clarity.
2. Seek feedback from peers or mentors to identify areas needing more development.
3. Make necessary revisions to strengthen story development.

4. Ensure the story aligns with submission guidelines and word count requirements.

Tips for Effective Story Development

* Show, Don’t Tell: Use actions, dialogue, and sensory details to reveal character and mood.

¢ Maintain Focus: Keep the story centered around your main theme and avoid unnecessary

sidetracks.
¢ Use Conflict to Drive Development: Let challenges shape characters’ growth and story direction.

e Balance Pacing: Develop scenes sufficiently but keep the story moving forward.



¢ Be Authentic: Write with genuine emotion and voice to create relatability.

Conclusion

Creating a compelling short story for your application involves meticulous development of characters,
setting, plot, and themes. Remember that your rough draft is a starting point—use it to explore ideas
freely, then refine and deepen your story through revision. By focusing on development, you ensure
your narrative resonates with readers and demonstrates your storytelling capabilities. Follow the steps

outlined, embrace the creative process, and craft a story that showcases your unique voice and vision.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key elements | should focus on when developing my
short story for this application?

You should focus on developing a compelling plot, well-rounded characters, a clear setting, and a

strong theme or message to make your story engaging and meaningful.

How can | ensure my rough draft effectively demonstrates story
development?
Include elements of rising action, conflict, and resolution to show progression. Use descriptive

language and develop your characters' motivations to make the story more dynamic.

What are some common pitfalls to avoid when submitting a rough draft



of a short story?

Avoid overly complex language, plot holes, and underdeveloped characters. Also, ensure your story

has a clear structure and that the draft is coherent and focused.

How much detail should | include in my rough draft to showcase story
development?

Include enough detail to convey the main plot points, character development, and setting. Focus on

clarity and progression rather than perfection, as this is a draft.

Are there specific themes or genres | should consider when developing
my short story for this application?

Choose themes or genres that resonate with you and allow for meaningful development. While no

specific genre is required, stories with strong themes and clear development tend to stand out.

Additional Resources

For This Application, You Will Submit A Rough Draft Of A Short Story: An In-Depth Guide to Developing

Your Creative Narrative

In the realm of creative writing, the process of crafting a compelling short story begins long before the
polished final draft. For aspiring writers participating in applications—be it academic submissions,
writing contests, or professional portfolios—submitting a rough draft is often a crucial step. It serves as
an initial exploration of ideas, narrative structure, and character development, providing reviewers with
a glimpse into the writer’s potential. This article offers a comprehensive analysis of how to develop and
submit an effective rough draft of a short story, emphasizing the importance of purpose, structure,

development, and revision strategies.



Understanding the Purpose of a Rough Draft

The Role of Rough Drafts in the Creative Process

A rough draft functions as the foundational version of your short story. Its primary purpose is to
translate initial ideas into a tangible narrative without the pressure of perfection. It allows writers to
experiment with themes, character arcs, and plot points, facilitating a deeper understanding of what

works and what needs refinement.

- Exploration of Ideas: The rough draft enables writers to explore different storylines, perspectives, and
voices without self-imposed constraints.

- Structural Testing: It provides a platform to experiment with narrative structure—chronological, non-
linear, or experimental formats.

- Character Development: Writers can test character motivations, arcs, and interactions, laying the

groundwork for more nuanced portrayals.

Why Submitting a Rough Draft Matters

When an application requests a rough draft, it signals an interest not only in the final product but also

in the writer’s creative process. It offers reviewers insight into:

- Storytelling Skills: How effectively the writer constructs a narrative.
- Potential for Growth: Areas where the story can be expanded or refined.

- Creativity and Voice: The unique perspective and style the writer brings.

Submitting a well-considered rough draft demonstrates commitment and provides a foundation for

constructive feedback, which can be instrumental in the story’s development.



Key Elements of a Developing Short Story

To craft a compelling rough draft, understanding the core components of storytelling is essential. Each

element interacts to create a cohesive narrative that engages the reader.

1. Theme and Concept

The theme is the underlying message or insight conveyed through the story. Establishing a clear

concept guides the narrative and provides coherence.

- Identify Your Central Idea: Is it about love, loss, identity, or resilience? Clarify what the story aims to
explore.

- Align Plot and Characters: Ensure that the plot and characters serve the theme effectively.

2. Plot Structure

A well-structured plot is vital for pacing and engagement.

- Introduction/Exposition: Set the scene, introduce characters, and hint at conflicts.
- Rising Action: Build tension through events that complicate the story.

- Climax: The turning point or peak of tension.

- Falling Action: Consequences of the climax unfold.

- Resolution/Denouement: Wrap up loose ends and deliver thematic closure.

In a rough draft, focus on outlining or sequencing these stages, even if details are rough.



3. Characters

Characters drive the story’s emotional core.

- Protagonist: The main character whose journey is central.

- Antagonist or Conflict: The opposition or challenge faced.

- Supporting Characters: Provide depth and context.

Developing characters involves understanding their motivations, backgrounds, and arcs, which can be

refined in later drafts.

4. Setting and Atmosphere

The setting grounds the story in a specific time and place, influencing mood and tone.
- Physical Environment: Descriptions of locations.

- Temporal Context: Time period or historical backdrop.

- Mood: The emotional atmosphere created through imagery and tone.

5. Point of View and Voice

Decide on who narrates the story—first person, third person, or other perspectives—and maintain

consistency to strengthen storytelling.



Strategies for Developing Your Short Story Rough Draft

Creating a rough draft requires deliberate strategies to foster creativity and clarity. Here are essential

approaches:

1. Planning and Outlining

Even in a rough draft, having a plan helps maintain coherence.
- Story Outline: Sketch a basic outline of the main plot points.
- Character Profiles: Write brief descriptions of character motivations.

- Scene Breakdown: List key scenes or events.

This preparatory work provides a roadmap, reducing writer’s block and ensuring logical progression.

2. Freewriting and Brainstorming

Allow yourself to write without self-censorship.

- Timed Freewriting: Set a timer and write nonstop to generate raw material.

- Idea Mapping: Visualize connections between themes, characters, and events.

This encourages spontaneity and unearths fresh ideas that can be refined later.

3. Focus on Quantity Over Quality

Remember, the rough draft is a sandbox.



- Avoid Overediting: Resist the urge to perfect sentences; prioritize getting the story down.
- Multiple Passes: Accept that the first version will be imperfect; subsequent revisions will improve

clarity and style.

4. Embrace Flexibility and Experimentation

Don’t be afraid to change directions if new ideas emerge during writing.

- Alter Characters or Plotlines: Be open to major revisions.

- Try Different Perspectives: Switch narrative voices if it serves the story.

This flexibility fosters originality and depth.

Effective Techniques for Enhancing Your Draft

While the rough draft emphasizes content over polish, some techniques can help ensure your story is

compelling and ready for review.

1. Show, Don’t Tell

Use vivid descriptions and actions to convey emotions and themes, making the story more immersive.



2. Use Dialogue Strategically

Dialogue reveals character traits and advances the plot. Ensure it sounds natural and purposeful.

3. Maintain Consistent Tone and Style

Consistency helps readers engage with the story and understand its mood.

4. Incorporate Conflict and Tension

Conflict drives narrative momentum; identify internal or external conflicts relevant to your theme.

5. Set Realistic Goals and Deadlines

Establish manageable milestones, such as completing a scene or character sketch within a set

timeframe.

Reviewing and Revising Your Rough Draft

Although the initial submission may be rough, it’s crucial to review with a critical eye and plan for

revisions.



1. Self-Assessment

- Does the story effectively communicate the intended theme?
- Are characters compelling and consistent?
- Is there a clear narrative arc?

- Are there areas that need expansion or clarification?

2. Peer Feedback

Share your draft with trusted peers or mentors to gain diverse perspectives.

3. ldentifying Weaknesses

Look for:

- Plot holes or inconsistencies
- Underdeveloped characters
- Pacing issues

- Unclear or awkward language

4. Planning Revisions

Create a revision plan addressing identified weaknesses. Focus on:

- Enhancing character depth
- Improving dialogue

- Strengthening thematic elements



- Clarifying confusing sections

Final Tips for Submitting Your Rough Draft

- Follow Guidelines Carefully: Adhere to word count, format, and submission instructions.

- Include a Brief Reflection: If requested, provide a short note about your creative process or what you
aim to explore.

- Proofread Lightly: Correct obvious typos and grammatical errors to ensure readability.

- Present a Cohesive Piece: Even if rough, the draft should feel intentional and complete enough for

review.

Conclusion: Embracing the Creative Journey

Developing a rough draft of a short story for application purposes is both an exercise in creativity and
strategic planning. It requires balancing spontaneous idea generation with mindful organization,
allowing your narrative to evolve naturally. Remember, the rough draft is a vital step in your creative
journey—a space where ideas are born, tested, and refined. Approaching it with openness, patience,
and a willingness to revise will not only improve your story but also deepen your understanding of your
craft. Ultimately, submitting a thoughtful rough draft demonstrates your commitment to storytelling and

your potential as a writer, paving the way for subsequent development and success.

In summary, creating a compelling rough draft involves understanding its purpose, mastering core



story elements, employing effective development strategies, and embracing revision. Whether you aim
to impress an application panel or hone your craft, approaching this stage with deliberate effort and

creative freedom will set a strong foundation for your short story’s growth.

For This Application You Will Submit A Rough Draft Of A
Short Story Your Short Story Should Develop

For This Application You Will Submit A Rough Draft Of A Short Story Your Short Story Should
Develop

Related Articles

e Identify The Statements That Best Describe The Ancient Hebrews. They Followed A Messiah
Who Gave Them

o Heated Air At 1 Atm And 350C Is To Be Transported In A 150-meter Long Circular Plastic Duct
At A Rate

e HELP QUICKLY 100 POINTSRefer To The NASA Article "Responding To Climate Change."Part
AWhich Inference

Back to Home


https://sip.evo9x.com/ma19/for-this-application-you-will-submit-a-rough-draft-of-a-short-story-your-short-story-should-develop.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma19/for-this-application-you-will-submit-a-rough-draft-of-a-short-story-your-short-story-should-develop.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma19/identify-the-statements-that-best-describe-the-ancient-hebrews-they-followed-a-messiah-who-gave-them.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma19/identify-the-statements-that-best-describe-the-ancient-hebrews-they-followed-a-messiah-who-gave-them.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma19/heated-air-at-1-atm-and-35oc-is-to-be-transported-in-a-150-meter-long-circular-plastic-duct-at-a-rate.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma19/heated-air-at-1-atm-and-35oc-is-to-be-transported-in-a-150-meter-long-circular-plastic-duct-at-a-rate.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma19/help-quickly-100-pointsrefer-to-the-nasa-article-responding-to-climate-change-part-awhich-inference.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma19/help-quickly-100-pointsrefer-to-the-nasa-article-responding-to-climate-change-part-awhich-inference.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

