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Understanding the progression of conflict in a short story or novel is essential for crafting a compelling
narrative that captivates readers from beginning to end. The ongoing conflict drives characters’ actions,
influences plot development, and ultimately leads to resolution or transformation. This article explores how
conflict continues within a story, provides detailed examples of pivotal events, and offers practical tips for
writers to enhance their storytelling by effectively depicting conflict progression.

The Role of Conflict in Narrative Structure

Conflict is often considered the engine of storytelling. It introduces tension, challenges characters, and keeps
readers engaged. In any narrative, conflict can be classified into various types:

- Internal Conflict: Struggles within a character’s mind or emotions.
- External Conflict: Conflicts between characters, society, nature, or technology.
- Man vs. Man, Man vs. Society, Man vs. Nature, Man vs. Self, Man vs. Technology.

The progression of conflict typically follows a pattern:

1. Introduction of Conflict
2. Rising Action
3. Climax
4. Falling Action
5. Resolution

Understanding how conflict unfolds at each stage helps writers craft dynamic stories that maintain
momentum.

How Does Conflict Continue in a Short Story or Novel?

Conflict in stories is rarely static; it evolves as characters respond to challenges, obstacles intensify, and



stakes are raised. Here are key ways conflict continues:

1. Escalation of Stakes

As the story progresses, the consequences of characters’ actions become more significant. For example, a
minor disagreement might escalate into a life-altering confrontation. This escalation compels characters to
adapt and respond, driving the narrative forward.

2. Introduction of New Obstacles

Authors often introduce unforeseen hurdles that complicate the protagonist’s journey. These can be
external (a betrayal, a natural disaster) or internal (doubts, moral dilemmas). Each new obstacle adds layers
to the conflict.

3. Character Development and Changing Perspectives

Characters’ perceptions and motivations evolve, which influences how conflict unfolds. A character might
initially avoid confrontation but later embrace it for a greater good, leading to a shift in conflict dynamics.

4. Compounding Emotional Tensions

Emotional conflicts, such as guilt, love, or fear, deepen over time. A character’s internal struggle can mirror
external conflicts, making the story more complex and engaging.

Describing an Event That Continues the Conflict

To illustrate, let’s consider a hypothetical example from a novel about a young woman, Emma, fighting to
save her community from environmental disaster caused by a corrupt corporation.

Initial Conflict

Emma learns that the corporation plans to dump toxic waste into the river, threatening local wildlife and
residents’ health.



Event That Continues the Conflict: The Protest Turned Confrontation

One pivotal event that escalates the conflict occurs during a peaceful protest organized by Emma and her
community. The event unfolds as follows:

- Emma leads a group of protesters to the corporation’s headquarters, demanding action.
- Police arrive to disperse the crowd, and tensions escalate.
- A protester is forcibly detained, sparking outrage among the community members.
- Emma confronts the police officers, demanding their release, risking her safety.
- The media arrives, capturing the event, which draws public attention and amplifies the conflict between
the community and the corporation.
- The corporation retaliates by hiring private security to intimidate protesters.

This event exemplifies how the conflict intensifies through external actions and emotional stakes. It shifts
the story from peaceful activism to direct confrontation, increasing the danger and urgency.

Adding Complexity: Internal and External Reactions

Following this event, the story can deepen by exploring:

- Emma’s internal conflict: Doubts about her leadership and fears for her safety.
- External repercussions: The community’s response, media coverage, and legal battles.
- New obstacles: The corporation’s attempt to discredit Emma and her allies.

How to Add Events that Continue Conflict Effectively

In crafting stories, writers should consider the following strategies to maintain compelling conflict
progression:

1. Introduce Unexpected Twists
- Use plot twists to surprise readers and complicate the conflict.
- Example: The corporation’s secret funding of a rival group.

2. Increase Emotional Investment
- Develop characters’ emotional stakes, making conflicts personal.
- Example: Emma’s family is directly affected by the environmental disaster.



3. Raise the Stakes Gradually
- Escalate conflicts step-by-step, making each event more impactful.
- Example: From local protests to national media coverage.

4. Show Multiple Layers of Conflict
- Combine external conflicts with internal struggles.
- Example: Emma’s internal debate about risking her life versus saving her community.

5. Use Climax to Resolve or Transform Conflict
- Build toward a climactic event that forces characters to confront their challenges.
- Example: Emma leading a daring act to shut down the toxic waste dump.

Examples of Conflict Progression in Popular Literature

Understanding how conflict progresses in well-known stories can provide valuable insights:

1. “The Hunger Games” by Suzanne Collins
- Initial Conflict: Katniss volunteers for the Games to protect her sister.
- Escalation: The brutal nature of the Games, alliances, and betrayals.
- Climax: Katniss and Peeta threaten to eat poisonous berries rather than kill each other.
- Resolution: Both survive, but the conflict sparks rebellion.

2. “To Kill a Mockingbird” by Harper Lee
- Initial Conflict: Racial injustice and moral awakening.
- Escalation: Atticus defends Tom Robinson, facing social backlash.
- Climax: The trial’s verdict and its aftermath.
- Resolution: Reflection on morality and change.

Conclusion: Crafting Continuous Conflict for Engaging Stories

The continuation of conflict in a short story or novel is vital for maintaining tension and emotional
engagement. By escalating stakes, introducing new obstacles, and deepening character development,



writers can create layered narratives that resonate with readers. Describing pivotal events that intensify
conflicts—such as protests turning confrontational, betrayals, or moral dilemmas—adds richness and
complexity to storytelling. Remember, conflict is the heartbeat of any compelling story; its evolution keeps
readers invested from the first page to the last.

Final Tips for Writers
- Plan your conflict arc carefully, ensuring each event builds logically.
- Use character reactions to illustrate the emotional weight of conflicts.
- Incorporate surprises to keep readers guessing.
- Balance external and internal conflicts for depth.
- End with a resolution or transformation that feels earned and satisfying.

By mastering the art of continuing conflict throughout your narrative, you can craft stories that are not
only engaging but also memorable, leaving a lasting impact on your audience.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does the main conflict develop throughout the story?
The main conflict escalates as the protagonist faces increasing obstacles, revealing deeper layers of tension
that drive the narrative forward.

Can you describe a pivotal event that intensifies the conflict?
A key event occurs when the protagonist confronts an unexpected betrayal, which heightens the stakes
and propels the story toward its climax.

How does the setting influence the ongoing conflict?
The setting amplifies the conflict by creating a tense atmosphere, such as a stormy night that mirrors the
protagonist's inner turmoil.

What actions do the characters take to resolve or escalate the conflict?
Characters' decisions, like choosing to confront their fears or retreat, either escalate the tension or open
pathways to resolution.



Describe an event that reveals the protagonist’s inner struggles related to
the conflict.
A moment where the protagonist doubts themselves or faces a moral dilemma highlights their internal
conflict amid external challenges.

How does the conflict in the story reflect broader themes or messages?
The ongoing conflict often symbolizes larger issues such as trust, survival, or justice, reinforcing the story’s
central themes.

What is a recent event in the story that keeps the conflict unresolved?
A recent event, like a crucial decision left hanging, maintains suspense and keeps the reader engaged with
the ongoing struggle.

Additional Resources
HELP ME PLEASE How Does The Conflict Continue In Your Short Story Or Novel? Describe An Event
And Add

---

Introduction: The Power of Conflict in Narrative Structure

In storytelling, conflict is the engine that propels the narrative forward, engaging readers and driving
emotional investment. Whether subtle or overt, internal or external, conflict introduces tension, obstacles,
and stakes that compel characters to evolve. When analyzing how conflict persists and develops within a
short story or novel, it’s essential to understand not only the initial event that sparks the struggle but also
the subsequent moments that sustain, escalate, or resolve it. This investigative exploration examines these
elements through the lens of a specific pivotal event, illustrating how conflict continues to unfold and
deepen within a narrative.

---

The Role of the Initial Catalyst: Setting the Stage for Ongoing Conflict

Every compelling story begins with an inciting incident—a moment that disrupts the status quo and
introduces the central conflict. However, the true art lies in how this initial event spirals into a sustained
struggle. For example, in the novel The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafón, the protagonist Daniel’s
discovery of a mysterious, forgotten book ignites a series of conflicts spanning decades. Similarly, in a short
story, a single event such as a betrayal or revelation can serve as the seed for ongoing tension.



Key components of an effective initial event include:

- Disruption of Normalcy: It shatters the characters’ routine or expectations.
- Introduction of Stakes: It highlights what is at risk for the characters.
- Trigger for Escalation: It opens pathways for subsequent conflicts.

---

Deep Dive: How Does the Conflict Continue?

Once initiated, conflict must be maintained through a series of events, decisions, and reactions. Here’s how
that process typically unfolds:

1. Escalation through Compounding Obstacles

After the initial event, characters often face a series of hurdles that complicate their situation. These
obstacles can be physical, emotional, or moral.

- External Obstacles: Physical barriers, societal opposition, or antagonist actions.
- Internal Obstacles: Self-doubt, guilt, moral dilemmas, or conflicting desires.

For instance, in the short story A Rose for Emily by William Faulkner, Emily’s initial resistance to change
and her secretive nature escalate the mystery surrounding her life, culminating in a shocking revelation.
Each subsequent event—her refusal to accept her father’s death, her clandestine relationship—serves to
deepen the conflict.

2. Introduction of a Pivotal Event or Turning Point

A key event often shifts the narrative’s direction, intensifying the conflict. This could be a revelation, a
betrayal, or a moment of crisis.

Example: In the novel To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, the trial of Tom Robinson is the pivotal event
that exposes racial injustice, but the conflict persists beyond it through societal prejudice, personal guilt, and
the community’s reactions.

3. Character Responses and Decision-Making

Characters’ reactions to ongoing events are crucial. Their choices—whether to confront, retreat, or
compromise—shape the conflict’s trajectory.

- Proactive responses can escalate or resolve tension.
- Passive or conflicting responses often prolong the struggle.



In the short story The Lottery by Shirley Jackson, the villagers’ compliance with the tradition sustains the
conflict, as their passive acceptance perpetuates the violence.

---

Add: The Significance of Internal vs. External Conflict

A nuanced understanding of conflict involves dissecting internal and external struggles and how they
intertwine.

Internal Conflict

- Centers on a character’s psychological state.
- Often involves moral dilemmas, fears, or desires.
- Drives character development and emotional resonance.

Example: In The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe, the narrator’s internal obsession and guilt continue to
torment him, escalating the narrative’s tension.

External Conflict

- Involves outside forces: other characters, society, nature, or fate.
- Creates tangible obstacles for characters.

Example: In The Most Dangerous Game by Richard Connell, the protagonist’s survival against the
antagonist’s deadly game heightens external conflict.

Interplay: An effective story weaves internal and external conflicts, each influencing the other. For
example, a character’s internal doubts may cause poor decisions, exacerbating external dangers.

---

The Event That Keeps the Conflict Alive: A Closer Examination

Let’s consider a specific event from the novel The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald: Gatsby’s
confrontation with Tom Buchanan during the heated argument in the Plaza Hotel. This moment
encapsulates how conflict continues through:

- Escalation of tensions: Personal pride, love, and social status collide.
- Revelations: Gatsby’s idealism and obsession are laid bare.
- Consequences: It leads to Daisy’s indecision and ultimately, Gatsby’s tragic demise.

This event doesn’t resolve the conflict but intensifies it, pushing characters toward their fates. Similarly, in



a short story, a confrontation or revelation can serve as a decisive moment that prolongs the narrative
tension.

---

Adding Depth: How Does the Conflict Evolve Over Time?

Conflict doesn’t remain static. It evolves through:

- Revelations of new information
- Shifts in character goals or alliances
- External circumstances changing

In The Odyssey, Odysseus’ journey is punctuated by conflicts: monsters, gods’ wrath, and internal doubts.
Each event deepens the narrative tension, illustrating the ongoing nature of conflict.

In a contemporary novel, this might manifest as a character’s moral compromise leading to new dilemmas,
or external threats transforming as the story progresses.

---

The Resolution or Persistence of Conflict

Not all stories resolve conflict neatly; many leave it open-ended or emphasize its ongoing nature.

- Resolution: Some conflicts culminate in catharsis or moral lessons.
- Persistence: Others suggest that conflict is inherent in human nature or societal structures, continuing
beyond the story’s end.

For example, in A Game of Thrones, conflicts between families, political factions, and personal ambitions
persist, reflecting the complexity of real-world struggles.

---

Conclusion: Crafting Ongoing Conflict as a Narrative Masterpiece

Understanding how conflict continues within a story is vital for writers, critics, and readers alike. The key
lies in structuring events that escalate, reveal, and deepen the struggle—whether through external
obstacles, internal dilemmas, or a combination of both. Analyzing specific pivotal moments, such as
confrontations or revelations, reveals how the tension is sustained and why the story remains compelling.

In summary, effective storytelling hinges on:



- Initiating conflict with a compelling event.
- Developing obstacles and reactions that intensify the struggle.
- Weaving internal and external conflicts.
- Introducing pivotal moments that escalate tension.
- Maintaining or resolving conflict in a way that serves the narrative’s themes.

By scrutinizing these elements, we gain insight into how authors craft stories that resonate long after the
final page, illustrating the enduring human condition and the perpetual nature of conflict.

---

Help me please—this plea underscores the universal human experience of struggle and the narrative
necessity of conflict. When examining stories, ask: how does the initial event spiral into ongoing tension?
Which moments serve as turning points? And how do characters’ responses shape the story’s trajectory?
These questions reveal the artistry behind storytelling’s most compelling feature: its capacity to sustain
conflict that echoes long after the story ends.
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