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Understanding how the structure of an article influences its effectiveness is crucial, especially when
tackling complex topics such as moral psychology and human behavior. The article titled What Makes Good
People Do Bad Things? Make The Authors Argument employs a strategic structural design to guide
readers through a nuanced exploration of why morally upright individuals might commit wrongful acts.
By analyzing its organization, we can appreciate how the authors’ deliberate choices shape the reader’s

understanding, engagement, and persuasion.

In this comprehensive article, we will dissect the structural components of the original work, examining
how its layout, headings, subheadings, and logical flow contribute to conveying the core argument. We
will also explore how the structure enhances readability, emphasizes key points, and facilitates critical
thinking. This analysis aims to provide insight into how effective article structures can bolster

argumentative clarity, foster emotional engagement, and ultimately influence the reader’s perspective.

The Importance of Structural Design in Argumentative Articles

Before delving into the specifics of the article in question, it is essential to understand why structure holds

such significance in persuasive writing.

Facilitates Clear Communication

- Logical sequencing helps readers follow complex ideas.

- Clear headings break down dense information into manageable sections.

Enhances Engagement and Readability

- Well-organized content maintains reader interest.

- Visual cues like headings and bullet points make scanning easier.



Strengthens Persuasiveness

- Structured arguments build a compelling narrative.

- Emphasizing key points guides readers toward the conclusion.

Overview of the Article’s Structural Components

The article’s structure is intentionally crafted to lead readers through a comprehensive understanding of

human morality, psychological factors, and social influences involved in moral lapses.

Introduction: Setting the Stage

- Presents the main question: What makes good people do bad things?
- Frames the importance of understanding moral psychology.

- Outlines the purpose and scope of the article.

Background and Context

- Provides definitions of key concepts (e.g., morality, evil, good people).
- Discusses historical and psychological perspectives on morality.

- Establishes the relevance of the topic.

Theoretical Frameworks

- Introduces psychological theories explaining moral behavior.
- Discusses concepts such as obedience, conformity, and cognitive dissonance.

- Uses subheadings to distinguish each framework.

Case Studies and Empirical Evidence

- Presents real-world examples illustrating how good individuals commit bad acts.
- Organized chronologically or thematically.

- Uses bullet points or numbered lists to highlight key cases.



Analysis of Contributing Factors

- Breaks down individual, situational, and systemic influences.
- Uses subheadings for clarity:

- Personal Traits

- Social Environment

- Authority and Obedience

Authors’ Argument and Interpretation

- Synthesizes evidence to support thesis.
- Presents counterarguments and refutes them.

- Uses logical progression to reinforce main claims.

Implications and Conclusions

- Discusses moral responsibility and societal impact.
- Offers recommendations for preventing moral lapses.

- Summarizes key points and final thoughts.

How Structural Elements Support the Authors’ Argument

The careful arrangement of sections and logical flow serve specific functions that bolster the authors’ thesis:
that understanding the psychological and social mechanisms behind moral failure can help in preventing

such occurrences.

Using Hierarchical Headings to Build a Compelling Narrative

- The progression from background to theoretical frameworks to case studies creates a layered
understanding.

- Each section adds depth and context, allowing readers to grasp complex concepts gradually.

Incorporation of Case Studies to Humanize the Argument

- Specific examples make abstract theories tangible.

- Chronological or thematic ordering helps illustrate recurring patterns.



Emphasizing Key Points with Bullet Lists and Numbered Items

- Highlights main contributing factors.

- Facilitates quick comprehension, reinforcing critical ideas.

Counterarguments and Rebuttals to Strengthen Credibility

- Introducing opposing views demonstrates balanced analysis.

- Logical refutation emphasizes the robustness of the authors’ position.

Conclusive Sections to Reinforce Main Message

- Summarizing findings underscores the importance of understanding moral psychology.

- Clear conclusions leave a lasting impression on the reader.

The Role of Transitions and Logical Flow

Effective transitions between sections ensure the article’s coherence, guiding readers seamlessly from one

idea to the next.

Connecting Background to Theory

- Explains how historical perspectives lead to current psychological theories.

Linking Theory to Evidence

- Demonstrates real-world relevance of abstract concepts through case studies.

From Evidence to Interpretation

- Analyzes how examples support the overarching argument.

From Interpretation to Implications

- Transitions smoothly to discuss societal and moral implications.



This logical progression maintains engagement and convinces readers of the validity of the authors’ claims.

Enhancing Persuasion Through Structural Strategies

The authors employ specific structural techniques to persuade readers effectively.

Repetition of Key Themes

- Reinforces main arguments across sections.

- Ensures central ideas are memorable.

Use of Signposting

- Clear headings and subheadings tell readers what to expect.

- Guides navigation through complex content.

Summarization and Reflection Sections

- Recaps vital points.

- Encourages critical thinking and internalization.

Conclusion: The Power of Structure in Conveying Moral

Psychology

The article What Makes Good People Do Bad Things? Make The Authors Argument demonstrates how
strategic structural choices amplify its message. By organizing content into logical, thematic sections,
employing clear headings, and integrating illustrative case studies, the authors create a compelling
narrative that guides readers through intricate psychological explanations and moral considerations. The
structure not only enhances readability but also reinforces the core argument—that understanding the

psychological and social underpinnings of moral failure is essential for fostering ethical behavior.

Effective article structures serve as scaffolding that supports complex ideas, making them accessible and

persuasive. As demonstrated, thoughtful organization can transform dense, abstract concepts into engaging,



impactful narratives. Whether in academic writing, journalism, or opinion pieces, the deliberate design of

an article’s structure is fundamental to its success in informing, persuading, and inspiring action.

In summary:

- The hierarchical organization of sections allows for a layered understanding.
- Logical flow connects background, theory, evidence, and implications seamlessly.
- Visual cues like headings and bullet points improve clarity and retention.

- Including counterarguments and summarizations enhances credibility and persuasive power.

By examining the structure of What Makes Good People Do Bad Things? Make The Authors Argument,
readers can better appreciate how strategic design amplifies an article’s capacity to inform, persuade, and

evoke reflection on moral psychology and human behavior.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of the article "What Makes Good People Do Bad
Things'?

The main thesis is that seemingly good people can commit bad acts when placed in certain circumstances,

influenced by factors such as authority, social pressures, and situational contexts.

How does the author structure the argument to explain why good people
do bad things?

The author uses a combination of real-world examples, psychological theories, and case studies, layered in a
logical progression that moves from individual morality to the influence of environment and authority

figures.

What role do case studies play in the article's structure and argument?

Case studies serve as concrete evidence that illustrate how ordinary individuals can commit harmful acts

under specific conditions, supporting the author's argument about situational influences on morality.

How does the author organize the explanation of psychological factors

affecting moral behavior?

Psychological factors are introduced after establishing the importance of social context, with the author



discussing concepts like obedience, conformity, and deindividuation in a clear, step-by-step manner to build

understanding.

In what way does the article's structure contribute to its overall

persuasive effect on the reader?

The structured presentation—from defining good morality, exploring influential factors, to real-world
examples—guides the reader through a logical narrative that convincingly demonstrates how good people

can do bad things, fostering empathy and critical thinking.

Additional Resources

Analyzing the Structure of “What Makes Good People Do Bad Things”: How the Author Builds and
Supports Their Argument

Understanding how an article constructs its argument is crucial to appreciating its depth, coherence, and
persuasive power. The article What Makes Good People Do Bad Things (hereafter referred to as the article)
presents a compelling exploration of human morality, psychology, and societal influences. Its effectiveness
hinges on a carefully designed structural framework that guides the reader through complex ideas with
clarity and purpose. In this review, we will dissect the article’s structure in detail, examining how the

author’s choices serve to develop, support, and ultimately communicate their core argument.

Introduction: Setting the Stage for Moral Inquiry

The article begins with a concise yet impactful introduction that establishes the significance of

understanding moral behavior. This opening serves several critical functions:

- Engagement: It hooks the reader by posing provocative questions about morality and human nature.

- Contextualization: It situates the discussion within broader societal and psychological debates, referencing
historical events or studies that highlight the relevance.

- Thesis Presentation: The author subtly hints at their central argument—that good people are susceptible to

doing bad things under certain circumstances—without revealing all their insights upfront.

This initial segment effectively primes the reader for the detailed exploration that follows, setting a tone of

curiosity and intellectual engagement.



Structured Development of the Main Argument

The core of the article revolves around presenting and supporting the claim that external factors and
psychological mechanisms can lead morally upright individuals to commit unethical acts. The author

employs a logical, layered structure to build this argument:

1. Defining “Good People” and “Bad Things”

- Clarification of Terms: The author begins by defining what constitutes “good people”—those with strong
moral principles, empathetic tendencies, or social responsibility.

- Contextual Boundaries: Clarifies what is meant by “bad things”—acts that violate moral or societal norms,
which good individuals might nonetheless commit.

- Purpose: This establishes a common understanding and creates a foundation for the subsequent analysis.

2. Exploring Psychological and Social Factors

The article then systematically examines the factors that can influence moral behavior:

- Obedience to Authority: Drawing on classic studies like Milgram’s experiments, the author illustrates how
authority figures can compel good people to act against their moral judgments.

- Conformity and Groupthink: Highlights how social pressure and the desire for conformity can override
personal morals.

- Diffusion of Responsibility: Shows how sharing responsibility across a group can diminish personal
accountability, leading to unethical actions.

- Situational Power Dynamics: Discusses how environments—such as workplaces, military contexts, or

prisons—can create circumstances ripe for moral compromise.
Each factor is introduced with a brief overview, followed by illustrative examples, psychological research

findings, or real-world incidents. This layered approach ensures clarity and emphasizes the multifaceted

nature of moral failure.

3. Case Studies and Examples

To anchor abstract concepts in reality, the author weaves in detailed case studies:

- Historical Incidents: Such as the atrocities committed during wartime, highlighting how “ordinary”

individuals became perpetrators.



- Psychological Experiments: Milgram, Zimbardo, and other studies that demonstrate how situational
pressures can override personal morals.
- Contemporary Examples: Corporate scandals or unethical behaviors by otherwise “good” individuals,

illustrating that these dynamics persist today.

Including these case studies serves to humanize the argument and demonstrate its applicability across

contexts.

Supporting Evidence and Logical Reasoning

The article’s strength lies in its careful integration of evidence and logical progression:

- Empirical Data: The author references psychological experiments, sociological studies, and statistical data to
back claims about human behavior under specific conditions.

- Theoretical Frameworks: Incorporates moral psychology theories, such as Kohlberg’s stages of moral
development or theories of cognitive dissonance.

- Counterarguments and Nuance: The author anticipates objections—for example, that only “evil”
individuals commit bad acts—and addresses these by emphasizing the role of external circumstances and

internal conflicts.

This meticulous approach ensures that the argument is not merely speculative but grounded in solid

evidence, enhancing credibility.

The Argument’s Logical Flow and Cohesion

The article’s structure is designed for coherence, with each section logically leading into the next:

- The initial definitions set the stage for exploring causes.
- The exploration of psychological and social factors builds upon these definitions.
- Case studies serve as concrete demonstrations, cementing the theoretical points.

- The conclusion synthesizes these insights, reinforcing the central thesis.

Transitions between sections are smooth, often marked by summary sentences or rhetorical questions that

invite the reader to reflect and connect ideas.



Conclusion: Reinforcing the Central Thesis

The article concludes by revisiting the core question—what makes good people do bad things—and
summarizing how external influences, psychological mechanisms, and contextual factors combine to
produce moral lapses. It emphasizes that understanding these factors is crucial for fostering empathy,

designing better social systems, and promoting moral resilience.

The concluding remarks often include a call for awareness and responsibility, urging society to recognize
the subtle ways in which ordinary individuals can be led astray, and to implement safeguards against moral

failure.

Overall Structural Effectiveness and Impact

The author’s strategic structuring of the article serves multiple purposes:

- Clarity: Breaking down complex psychological and social phenomena into digestible sections makes the
argument accessible.

- Persuasiveness: Evidence-rich sections build a compelling case that moral lapses are often situational rather
than inherent.

- Engagement: The use of vivid case studies and provocative questions maintains reader interest.

- Reflectiveness: The logical flow encourages readers to examine their own assumptions about morality and

human nature.

By carefully organizing ideas from abstract definitions to concrete examples, and from theoretical
frameworks to practical implications, the article’s structure effectively advances its core argument that good

people are susceptible to doing bad things under specific circumstances.

In Summary, the article What Makes Good People Do Bad Things employs a well-designed, layered
structure that guides the reader through a nuanced exploration of morality. Starting with clear definitions,
progressing through psychological and social explanations, supported by compelling evidence and case
studies, and culminating in a reflective conclusion, the author constructs a cohesive and persuasive
argument. This structural approach not only enhances understanding but also fosters an empathetic

appreciation of the complex interplay between individual morality and external influences.
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