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Understanding punctuation is essential for clear and effective communication. Many students and
writers often struggle with proper punctuation placement, especially with commas, which can
dramatically alter the meaning of a sentence. A common question that arises in grammar and writing
exercises is: Which sentence is punctuated correctly?

In this article, we will analyze the sentence: "It rained heavily, during," and explore the rules of
punctuation that determine whether it is correct or not. Additionally, we will delve into common
punctuation mistakes, provide examples of correctly punctuated sentences, and offer tips to improve
your punctuation skills.

Understanding the Basics of Punctuation

To evaluate whether a sentence is punctuated correctly, it's essential to understand some
fundamental punctuation rules. Let's review key punctuation concepts relevant to this discussion:

1. The Use of Commas

- Separating items in a list: e.g., apples, oranges, bananas.

- Before coordinating conjunctions in compound sentences: e.g., | wanted to go, but it was raining.
- After introductory words or phrases: e.qg., After the rain, the ground was muddy.

- Setting off non-essential information: e.g., My brother, who lives in Canada, is visiting.

2. Proper Placement of Commas with Adverbs and
Prepositional Phrases

- Use commas after certain introductory phrases, like "during," when they are set off from the main
clause.
- Avoid unnecessary commas that interrupt the flow of the sentence.



3. Sentence Fragments and Complete Sentences

- Ensure that the sentence has a subject and a predicate.
- Avoid incomplete sentences or sentence fragments like "It rained heavily, during."

Analyzing the Sentence: "It rained heavily, during"”

Let’s break down the sentence in question:
> "It rained heavily, during"

Initial observations:

- The sentence contains a subject ("It") and a verb ("rained").
- The adverb ("heavily") modifies the verb.

- The word "during" is a preposition or a subordinating word.

Issues with punctuation:

- The comma before "during" appears to be misplaced.

- The phrase "during" is typically used to specify a time frame, but it is incomplete here, lacking a
clear object or complement.

Is this sentence correct?
In its current form, the sentence is not punctuated correctly. The comma after "heavily" is
unnecessary unless "during" is followed by additional information, such as "the storm" or "the night."

Correct Punctuation in Similar Sentences

Let's explore how to punctuate sentences involving the word "during" correctly.

Proper Usage of "During" in Sentences

- When "during" introduces a phrase that clarifies the timing, it is typically followed directly by a noun
or noun phrase without a comma:
Example: It rained heavily during the night.

- If "during" is used at the beginning of a sentence or clause as an introductory phrase, a comma may
be used after the clause:
Example: During the storm, the power went out.

- When "during" appears in the middle of a sentence to set off a clause, commas are sometimes used,
but often they are unnecessary unless indicating a pause or non-essential information.



Examples of Correctly Punctuated Sentences with "During”

1. It rained heavily during the night.

2. During the storm, trees were knocked over.

3. She stayed indoors during the rain.

4. The park was empty during the early morning hours.

Common Mistakes with Punctuation and "During"

Many writers make errors like unnecessary commas or incomplete sentences. Here are some common
mistakes:

- Incorrect: It rained heavily, during the night.
- Correct: It rained heavily during the night.

- Incorrect: During the storm, we lost power.
- Correct: During the storm, we lost power. (if the phrase is at the beginning)

- Incorrect: It rained heavily, during.
- Correct: It rained heavily during the day.

How to Improve Your Punctuation Skills

Mastering punctuation takes practice. Here are some tips to help you improve:
1. Read regularly: Exposure to well-punctuated writing helps internalize correct punctuation
usage.
2. Learn the rules: Study grammar guides focused on punctuation.

3. Proofread your writing: Review your sentences carefully, paying attention to comma
placement.

4. Use grammar tools: Utilize online grammar checkers to identify punctuation errors.

5. Practice exercises: Complete punctuation quizzes and exercises to reinforce rules.



Additional Examples of Correct and Incorrect
Punctuation

| Sentence | Correct? | Explanation |

| | | I

| It rained heavily during the night. | Yes | No unnecessary comma, proper use of "during”. |

| It rained heavily, during the night. | No | Unnecessary comma before "during". |

| During the rain, we stayed inside. | Yes | Correct introductory phrase with comma. |

| We stayed inside during the rain. | Yes | No comma needed. |

| It rained heavily, during, which caused flooding. | No | Extra commas; should be "It rained heavily
during which caused flooding" (but better: "It rained heavily, which caused flooding"). |

Conclusion: Is "It rained heavily, during"” Correct?

To answer the core question: "Which sentence is punctuated correctly?"
The sentence "It rained heavily, during" is not punctuated correctly because the comma before
"during" is unnecessary and disrupts the natural flow. Additionally, the sentence is incomplete
because "during" expects an object or clause to complete the meaning.

Corrected versions could be:
- It rained heavily during the night.
- During the storm, it rained heavily.

Key takeaway:

Always evaluate whether a comma is necessary based on the sentence structure. When "during"
introduces a time frame, it should be directly followed by a noun or noun phrase without a comma
unless stylistically justified or if the phrase is set off as non-essential.

Final Tips for Punctuating Sentences with "During"

- Use "during" followed directly by a time noun or phrase without a comma: "during the day," "during
the meeting."

- Avoid placing commas immediately after "during" unless separating non-essential information.

- Recognize that "during" functions as a preposition, connecting the action to a specific time frame.

In summary:

Understanding when and where to place commas is crucial for clear writing. The sentence "It rained
heavily, during" is an example of incorrect punctuation. Properly punctuated sentences avoid
unnecessary commas and ensure that prepositional phrases like "during" are used correctly within the



sentence context. By applying these rules and practicing regularly, you can significantly improve your
punctuation skills and produce clearer, more professional writing.

Remember: Punctuation is the road signs of writing—it guides your reader through your message. Use
commas wisely, and your writing will become more effective and easier to understand!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct way to punctuate the sentence: 'It Rained
Heavily, During'?

The correct punctuation is: 'It rained heavily during.' The comma after 'heavily' is unnecessary, and
‘during' should be lowercase unless part of a title or proper noun.

Why is proper punctuation important in sentences like 'It
Rained Heavily, During'?

Proper punctuation clarifies the sentence's meaning and improves readability. Incorrect punctuation
can lead to confusion or misinterpretation.

Which of the following is a correctly punctuated sentence? A)
It rained heavily during. B) It rained heavily, during. C) It
rained heavily during!

The correct sentence is A) 'lt rained heavily during.' as it has proper punctuation without unnecessary
commas.

Is the comma after 'heavily' in 'It rained heavily, during'
necessary?

No, the comma is unnecessary because 'during' directly connects to the verb phrase without needing
separation.

How can | improve my understanding of correct punctuation
in complex sentences?

Practice by reviewing punctuation rules, reading well-edited texts, and doing exercises focused on
comma and clause placement.

What common mistakes should | avoid when punctuating



sentences similar to 'It Rained Heavily, During'?

Avoid unnecessary commas, capitalize only proper nouns and the beginning of sentences, and ensure
clauses are properly connected.

Can 'during’' be capitalized in the sentence? Why or why not?

No, 'during' should not be capitalized unless it begins a sentence or is part of a title. In the middle of a
sentence, it remains lowercase.

What are some tips to correctly punctuate sentences with
introductory phrases like '‘During the storm'?

Use a comma after the introductory phrase if it adds clarity or separates it from the main clause;
otherwise, omit the comma for concise sentences.

How does correct punctuation affect my confidence in writing
exams or assignments?

Correct punctuation helps convey your message clearly, reducing misunderstandings and boosting
your confidence in your writing skills.

Additional Resources
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The Critical Role of Punctuation in Conveying Clear and Accurate Meaning

In an era where digital communication dominates, the importance of punctuation cannot be
overstated. It acts as the roadmap guiding readers through the writer’'s intended message, preventing
misunderstandings, and ensuring clarity. Among the myriad of punctuation challenges faced by
students, writers, and editors alike, one recurring question remains: Which sentence is punctuated
correctly? This question is not merely academic; it strikes at the heart of effective communication.

This article delves into the nuances of punctuation, using the example sentence: "It Rained Heavily,
During", to explore how punctuation impacts meaning, readability, and correctness. We will examine
common pitfalls, rules, and strategies to identify properly punctuated sentences, with a particular
focus on complex structures, comma usage, and the importance of context.

The Significance of Correct Punctuation in Sentence Construction

Punctuation marks serve as signals in writing—pause indicators, sentence boundaries, or emphasis
tools. Misplaced or omitted punctuation can lead to ambiguity, misinterpretation, or even unintended



humor. For example, consider the sentence:
- It Rained Heavily, During.
At first glance, this fragment appears incomplete or awkward. The question arises: is this punctuated

correctly? To answer this, one must understand the rules governing comma placement, clause
connection, and sentence completeness.

Dissecting the Example: "It Rained Heavily, During"
Understanding the Components
Let's analyze the phrase:

- It Rained Heavily — the main independent clause.
- During — a preposition, typically introducing a prepositional phrase indicating time.

Is the sentence complete?

As presented, "It Rained Heavily, During" functions more like a fragment than a complete sentence.
The word During generally requires an object or complement to specify what occurred during a
particular time frame.

Is the punctuation correct?

The comma before During is suspicious. In standard grammar, a comma should separate independent

clauses or set off non-restrictive elements. Here, During appears to be an incomplete phrase or an
incomplete thought, making the punctuation questionable.

Examining the Correct Punctuation: Rules and Examples
1. Comma Usage in Simple Sentences

Rule: A comma separates elements such as items in a list, introductory phrases, or non-essential
information.

Example:

- Correct: It rained heavily during the afternoon.

Incorrect:

- It rained heavily, during the afternoon. (Unnecessary comma)

Why? Because during the afternoon is an adverbial phrase directly modifying rained heavily; no
comma is needed unless set off for emphasis or clarity.



2. When to Use a Comma Before a Prepositional Phrase

Rule: Typically, no comma is needed before a prepositional phrase that directly relates to the verb or
noun it modifies.

Correct form:
- It rained heavily during the night.
Incorrect form:

- It rained heavily, during the night. (comma is unnecessary unless the phrase is non-essential or
parenthetical)

3. Complete Sentences and Fragments

Rule: In formal writing, sentences should be complete; fragments like "During" alone are typically
incorrect unless part of a larger, correctly punctuated sentence.

Deep Dive: Why "It Rained Heavily, During" Is Problematic

This phrase exemplifies common pitfalls:

- Fragmentation: The phrase ends abruptly with During, which expects further information.

- Comma Misuse: The comma before During is unnecessary and can mislead the reader into expecting
a pause or additional clause.

Corrected Versions:

- It rained heavily during the storm. (No comma needed)

- It rained heavily, during the storm. (Comma used stylistically to set off during the storm, but only if
the phrase is non-essential)

Broader Context: Common Punctuation Challenges and How to Address Them

1. Comma Splices and Run-On Sentences

Definition: Connecting two independent clauses with just a comma (comma splice) is incorrect.
Example:

- Incorrect: It rained heavily, during the night.

- Correct: It rained heavily during the night.

2. Misplaced or Dangling Modifiers



Example:

- Incorrect: Running quickly, the rain soaked my clothes.

- Correct: Running quickly, | was soaked by the rain.

3. Using Semicolons and Colons Appropriately

Semicolon: Connects closely related independent clauses.
- It rained heavily; the streets flooded.

Colon: Introduces an explanation or list.

- The weather was clear: no rain was expected.

Strategies for Identifying Correctly Punctuated Sentences

To determine whether a sentence like "It Rained Heavily, During" is punctuated correctly, consider
these steps:

Step 1: Check for Sentence Completeness

- Is the sentence a complete thought?
- Does it contain a subject and predicate?

Step 2: Analyze Punctuation Placement

- Does the punctuation serve a grammatical purpose?
- Is the comma necessary or superfluous?

Step 3: Understand the Function of Each Part

- Does the phrase following the comma add non-essential information?
- Is the phrase an introductory element, a parenthetical, or part of the main clause?

Step 4: Apply Grammar Rules

- Use style guides (APA, Chicago, MLA) as references.
- Confirm whether the punctuation aligns with standard conventions.

Practical Examples and Recommendations

| Original Sentence | Issue | Corrected Version | Explanation |

| It rained heavily, during the night. | Unnecessary comma | It rained heavily during the night. | No
comma needed before during unless used parenthetically. |




| It rained heavily during the storm. | Correct | Same | Proper punctuation and complete thought. |
| Running quickly, the rain soaked my clothes. | Dangling modifier | Running quickly, | was soaked by
the rain. | Clarifies the subject performing the action. |

Concluding Thoughts: The Path to Punctuation Precision

The question, "Which sentence is punctuated correctly?" underscores the importance of
understanding basic and advanced punctuation rules. The example "It Rained Heavily, During" serves
as a cautionary tale about the pitfalls of misplaced commas and incomplete sentences.

In professional writing, clarity and correctness are paramount. Writers must recognize when
punctuation enhances readability and when it introduces ambiguity or grammatical errors. Developing
a keen eye for these distinctions involves continuous learning, referencing style guides, and
practicing editing.

Final Recommendations:

- Avoid unnecessary commas, especially before prepositional phrases unless stylistically justified.
- Ensure sentences are complete and avoid fragments.

- Use punctuation to clarify, not complicate, your message.

- When in doubt, read the sentence aloud; pauses can indicate where punctuation is needed or
superfluous.

- Consult trusted grammar resources for complex cases.

Closing Remarks

Effective communication hinges on mastering punctuation. Whether you're a student aiming to ace an
exam question, a professional refining your writing, or an editor ensuring clarity, understanding the
rules and nuances is essential. Remember, a well-punctuated sentence not only conveys your
message but also demonstrates your command of language. So, the next time you encounter a
phrase like "It Rained Heavily, During," ask yourself: is the punctuation correct? If not, revise it to
ensure your message is both clear and correct.

By appreciating the intricacies of punctuation and applying these principles diligently, you can
confidently determine which sentences are punctuated correctly and communicate with precision and
clarity.
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