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Understanding how to effectively analyze and compare passages is a crucial skill in reading
comprehension assessments like I-Ready. One common question type asks students to identify which
sentence combines information from both passages. This article aims to provide a comprehensive
guide to help you master this type of question, improve your reading skills, and boost your
confidence in answering similar questions accurately.

Understanding the Question: "Which Sentence
Combines Information In BOTH Passages?"

What Does the Question Ask?
This question type requires you to find a sentence that synthesizes or merges key ideas from two
different passages. Instead of focusing on details or specific facts, you need to look for sentences
that:

- Summarize or highlight similarities
- Connect ideas from both passages
- Show how concepts from one passage relate to those in the other

Why Is This Skill Important?
Being able to identify sentences that combine information demonstrates a higher level of reading
comprehension. It shows you can:

- Analyze multiple texts simultaneously
- Recognize common themes or ideas
- Distinguish between details unique to each passage and ideas that are shared

This skill is valuable not only for I-Ready assessments but also for academic reading, research, and
real-life information processing.

Strategies to Identify the Correct Sentence



1. Read Both Passages Carefully
Before evaluating answer choices, ensure you understand the main ideas, themes, and key details of
each passage. Take notes if necessary, focusing on:

- Main points
- Supporting details
- Any recurring themes or concepts

2. Look for Common Themes or Ideas
The sentence that combines information will often mention or imply:

- Similar topics
- Shared characteristics
- Relationships between ideas

Pay attention to words or phrases that indicate comparison or connection, such as "both,"
"similarly," "also," "like," or "in addition."

3. Identify Sentences That Synthesize, Not Just Summarize
Be cautious of sentences that merely restate information from one passage alone. The correct
answer should:

- Incorporate key points from both passages
- Show how ideas relate or connect

4. Use Process of Elimination
If multiple choices seem relevant, eliminate those that:

- Only reference one passage
- Do not link ideas from both texts
- Are too vague or general

Examples and Practice

Sample Passages
Passage A:
"Many animals have adapted to their environments through physical changes. For example, camels
have humps that store fat, allowing them to survive long periods without water. Birds, on the other
hand, often migrate to warmer climates during winter."



Passage B:
"Adaptations help animals survive in challenging environments. Camels can go without water for
days, and many bird species migrate to find better food sources and climates."

Question:
Which sentence best combines information from both passages?

Options:
a) Camels have humps that store fat.
b) Birds migrate during winter.
c) Adaptations like fat storage and migration help animals survive in harsh environments.
d) Some animals can survive without water or food for a long time.

Analysis:
- Option a) focuses only on camels from Passage A.
- Option b) only refers to birds from Passage B.
- Option c) mentions both fat storage and migration, showing the connection between both
passages—this is likely the correct answer.
- Option d) is a general statement not specifically combining both passages' ideas.

Correct answer: c) Adaptations like fat storage and migration help animals survive in harsh
environments.

Common Phrases and Signal Words to Look For
Certain words and phrases can signal that a sentence is connecting ideas from both passages:

Both

Similarly

In addition

Likewise

Together

Compare

Contrast

Show that

Recognizing these words can help you quickly identify sentences that synthesize information.



Tips for Practicing and Improving

1. Practice Active Reading
As you read passages, highlight or underline key ideas, especially those that seem to relate to other
ideas. Ask yourself questions like:

- How do these ideas relate?
- Are they similar or different?
- Do they build upon each other?

2. Summarize Passages in Your Own Words
Creating brief summaries helps you understand the main points and see connections more clearly.

3. Use Practice Questions
Find practice tests or worksheets that mimic I-Ready questions. Practice identifying sentences that
combine ideas from multiple texts.

4. Review Your Mistakes
When you get a question wrong, analyze why. Was it because you missed the connection? Did you
pick a sentence that only referenced one passage? Understanding your mistakes helps you improve.

Additional Resources for Learning
To deepen your understanding and practice, consider the following:

Reading comprehension workbooks: Focus on synthesis questions.

Online practice quizzes: Many educational websites offer free exercises.

Teacher or tutor assistance: Ask for feedback on your reading strategies.

Reading diverse materials: Books, articles, and essays help develop your ability to connect
ideas across texts.

Conclusion: Mastering the Skill of Combining



Information
Being able to identify sentences that combine information from both passages is a vital skill in
reading comprehension. It requires careful reading, recognition of signal words, and an
understanding of how ideas relate across texts. By practicing active reading, summarizing main
points, and analyzing answer choices critically, you can improve your ability to answer these
questions accurately and efficiently.

Remember, the key is to look for sentences that do more than just restate one passage—they should
synthesize or connect ideas from both. With consistent practice and strategic focus, you'll become
more confident in tackling these questions on I-Ready and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean when Iready asks which sentence combines
information from both passages?
It means you need to find a sentence that accurately summarizes or links ideas from both passages,
showing how they relate or share information.

How can I identify a sentence that combines information from
both passages?
Look for sentences that incorporate details or ideas from each passage, highlighting connections or
similarities between them.

What strategies can help me choose the correct sentence in
this type of question?
Read both passages carefully, note key points, and then find the sentence that best links or
summarizes information from both, ensuring it makes sense in context.

Are there specific words or phrases to look for in sentences
that combine information?
Yes, look for words like 'both,' 'similarly,' 'in addition,' 'however,' or phrases that reference ideas
from both passages.

What should I avoid when choosing a sentence that combines
both passages?
Avoid sentences that only mention one passage or that introduce unrelated information. The correct
sentence should connect ideas from both passages.



Can you give an example of a sentence that combines
information from two passages?
Sure! For example, if Passage A discusses the benefits of exercise and Passage B talks about healthy
eating, a combined sentence might be, 'Regular exercise and a balanced diet both contribute to
overall health.'

What is the best way to practice answering these types of
questions?
Practice with sample passages and questions, focusing on identifying sentences that link ideas from
both texts, and review explanations to understand why certain sentences are correct.

Why is it important to understand how passages relate when
answering this question?
Understanding the relationship between passages helps you choose the sentence that accurately
combines their information, demonstrating comprehension of both texts.

What should I do if I'm unsure which sentence combines both
passages?
Revisit the passages, look for key points or common ideas, and eliminate options that only refer to
one passage or don't connect the two. Take your time to analyze each option carefully.

Additional Resources
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Navigating through educational platforms can sometimes be challenging, especially when dealing
with comprehension exercises like those found on I-Ready. One common issue students encounter is
understanding how to identify sentences that effectively combine information from multiple
passages. If you've come across a prompt such as "Which sentence combines information in BOTH
passages and the...," you're likely trying to discern how to synthesize details from two separate texts
into a single, cohesive sentence. This article aims to clarify this concept, providing insights into how
to approach such questions, the significance of combining information accurately, and strategies to
improve your skills in this area.

---

Understanding the Importance of Combining



Information in Passages

What Does It Mean to Combine Information?

Combining information in passages involves integrating relevant details from two or more texts to
form a comprehensive understanding or to present a unified idea. This skill is crucial because it
demonstrates your ability to compare, contrast, and synthesize ideas, which are key components of
critical reading and writing. When a question asks for a sentence that "combines information in
BOTH passages," it expects you to identify a sentence that accurately reflects or merges the main
ideas, facts, or details from each text.

Why is this skill important?

- It improves comprehension by encouraging you to see connections between different texts.
- It enhances your ability to write coherent summaries or responses.
- It prepares you for more advanced critical thinking tasks required in academic settings.

How Does Combining Information Help in Reading
Comprehension?

By actively comparing passages, students learn to recognize similarities and differences, which
deepens understanding. Recognizing sentences that combine information also aids in summarizing
content and identifying key points, making it easier to answer questions about the texts.

---

Breaking Down the Question: "Which Sentence
Combines Information in BOTH Passages?"

Key Components of the Question

- Which sentence: You are asked to select or identify a specific sentence.
- Combines information: The sentence must merge or synthesize details.
- In BOTH Passages: It must draw from and connect ideas from two separate texts.

What Are You Looking For?

You need to find a sentence that:



- References ideas or facts from both passages.
- Shows how the information from the two texts relates to each other.
- Presents a comprehensive idea by merging details rather than just summarizing one passage.

---

Strategies for Identifying the Correct Sentence

1. Read Both Passages Carefully

Before attempting to answer, ensure you understand the main ideas and supporting details in each
passage. Take notes or highlight key points that may relate to each other. Recognizing the central
themes will help you spot sentences that merge these ideas.

2. Look for Connecting Words and Phrases

Words like similarly, both, in contrast, however, another, also, or likewise often indicate
relationships between ideas across passages. Such words can help you identify sentences that
synthesize information.

3. Identify Sentences That Reference Both Passages

Scan the answer choices (if multiple-choice) for sentences that explicitly or implicitly mention ideas
from both texts. Sentences that include references like "According to Passage 1 and Passage 2" or
that combine facts from each are strong candidates.

4. Check for Completeness and Relevance

Ensure the sentence accurately reflects the information from both passages without adding
extraneous details. It should be a clear, concise synthesis rather than a tangential statement.

---

Common Features of Sentences That Combine
Information

- Use of comparative language: Words like similarly, both, likewise.
- Explicit references: Mentioning both passages or their main ideas.



- Concise synthesis: Merging details into a single, unified statement.
- Balanced information: Giving equal weight to ideas from each passage.

---

Examples to Illustrate How to Combine Information

Passage 1:
"Trees provide oxygen and shade, which benefit the environment and people."

Passage 2:
"Plants absorb carbon dioxide during photosynthesis, helping to reduce greenhouse gases."

Incorrect Sentence (does not combine info):
"Trees and plants are important for the environment."

Correct Sentence (combines info):
"Trees and plants both help the environment by providing oxygen, shade, and absorbing carbon
dioxide."

This sentence effectively synthesizes information from both passages, connecting their ideas about
environmental benefits.

---

Pros and Cons of Different Approaches

Multiple Choice Questions

- Pros:
- Easy to select the best answer with options.
- Encourages recognition of key linking words and ideas.
- Cons:
- May be tricky if options are similar or subtly different.
- Sometimes options are designed to mislead.

Open-Ended Responses

- Pros:
- Allows for personalized synthesis and deeper understanding.
- Improves writing and critical thinking skills.
- Cons:
- Can be time-consuming to craft and evaluate.
- Requires strong comprehension skills.

---



Tips to Improve Your Skills in Combining Information

- Practice active reading by annotating key details and noting connections.
- Create graphic organizers like Venn diagrams to visualize overlapping ideas.
- Summarize each passage in your own words before attempting to combine.
- Use sentence stems to practice synthesis, such as "Both passages discuss...," or "In addition to...,
the passages also mention..."

---

Conclusion: Mastering the Skill of Combining
Information

Understanding how to identify sentences that combine information from multiple passages is a vital
reading comprehension skill. It not only helps in excelling at assessments like I-Ready but also
enhances overall academic literacy. By carefully analyzing passages, recognizing linking words, and
practicing synthesis techniques, students can improve their ability to select or craft sentences that
accurately merge ideas from different texts. Remember that the goal is to find or create sentences
that reflect a balanced and accurate integration of information, demonstrating a clear understanding
of the relationship between the passages.

With consistent practice and strategic approaches, you'll become more confident in tackling these
types of questions and improving your comprehension skills. Keep reading actively, look for
connections, and always verify that the sentence accurately represents both passages' information.
Your ability to synthesize ideas will not only help in assessments but also in developing critical
thinking skills essential for academic success.
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