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Understanding the parts of speech in a sentence is fundamental to mastering English
grammar. It allows writers and speakers to construct clear, precise, and grammatically
correct sentences. In this article, we will focus on identifying the part of speech of the word
"Cognizant" in the sentence:

He Was Very Cognizant That
This sentence, although incomplete, provides an excellent opportunity to analyze the role
of the word "Cognizant" within a typical sentence structure. We will explore what

"Cognizant" means, its grammatical classification, and how to determine its part of speech
based on its usage.

Understanding the Word "Cognizant"

Definition of "Cognizant"

The word "Cognizant" is an adjective derived from Latin roots, meaning "having knowledge
of" or "being aware of." It is often used in formal contexts to describe someone who is
aware of certain facts or information.

Common uses of "Cognizant":
- To describe awareness or knowledge:
- He was cognizant of the risks involved.

- The manager was cognizant of the new policies.

- To indicate consciousness or understanding:
- She was cognizant of the importance of education.

Key Point: "Cognizant" is primarily an adjective used to describe a state of awareness or
knowledge.



Analyzing the Sentence: "He Was Very Cognizant
That"

The sentence fragment provided is:

He Was Very Cognizant That

At first glance, the sentence appears incomplete, as it ends with the conjunction "That,"
which usually introduces a subordinate clause. Despite this, analyzing the structure can
help us understand the grammatical role of "Cognizant."

Breaking down the sentence:

- He: pronoun, subject

- Was: linking verb (past tense of "to be")

- Very: adverb, modifies "Cognizant"

- Cognizant: adjective, describing "He"

- That: conjunction, introduces a subordinate clause

In full, a complete sentence might be:

He was very cognizant that he needed to improve his skills.

or

He was very cognizant of the risks involved.

In these examples, "Cognizant" functions as an adjective modifying the subject "He," with

the phrase "that he needed to improve his skills" serving as a complement or object of
awareness.

Determining the Part of Speech of "Cognizant”

Grammatical Role in the Sentence

In the context of the sentence, "Cognizant" functions as an adjective because:
- It describes the subject "He."
- It appears after the linking verb "was," which is typical of predicate adjectives.

- It is modified by "very," an adverb, which intensifies the adjective.

Example:



He was very cognizant of the consequences.

Here, "cognizant" is used as a predicate adjective linked to the subject "He" through the
verb "was."

Adjective vs. Other Parts of Speech

To confirm that "Cognizant" is an adjective, consider the following points:

- Adjectives describe or modify nouns or pronouns.

- Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs.
- Prepositions introduce prepositional phrases.

- Conjunctions connect clauses or words.

In the sentence, "Cognizant" is not an adverb because it does not modify a verb, and it is
not a preposition or conjunction. Its role is to describe the pronoun "He," which aligns with
the function of an adjective.

How to Identify Parts of Speech in Similar
Sentences

Step-by-Step Approach

1. Identify the Word in Question: Focus on the specific word you need to classify—in this
case, "Cognizant."

2. Look at the Word's Position: Is it before or after a noun/pronoun? Is it following a linking
verb?

3. Analyze the Modifiers: Is there an adverb modifying it? Does it have any complements?
4. Check the Sentence Context: Is it describing a noun/pronoun or modifying an action?

5. Determine the Function: Based on the above, decide if it describes a subject, modifies a
verb, or connects clauses.

Example:

In the sentence:

She is highly cognizant of the challenges.
- "Cognizant" follows the linking verb "is."
- It describes "She."

- It is modified by "highly" (adverb).
- Therefore, "Cognizant" functions as a predicate adjective.



Common Confusions and Clarifications

Is "Cognizant" a Noun?

While "Cognizant" can sometimes be used as a noun in certain contexts (rare), it is
predominantly an adjective. For example:

- He is a cognizant of the facts. (Incorrect usage; should be "cognizant" as an adjective)

Is "Cognizant" an Adverb?

No, "Cognizant" is not an adverb because it does not modify verbs, adjectives, or other
adverbs directly. Instead, it describes a subject's state of awareness.

Is "Cognizant" a Verb?

No, "Cognizant" is not a verb. The verb form related to "Cognizant" is "to cognize," which
means "to perceive" or "to become aware." "Cognizant" itself is an adjective derived from
that root.

Additional Examples of "Cognizant" as an
Adjective

Including diverse sentences helps reinforce the understanding that "Cognizant" functions as
an adjective.

1. The CEO was cognizant of the company's financial health.

2. Students must be cognizant of the deadlines for submissions.

3. He was fully cognizant of the dangers involved in mountain climbing.

4. She became cognizant after reading the report that her assumptions were incorrect.

In all these examples, "cognizant" describes the subject's awareness or knowledge.



Conclusion: The Part of Speech of "Cognizant"

Based on the detailed analysis, the word "Cognizant" in the sentence He Was Very
Cognizant That functions as an adjective. It describes the subject "He" and is linked to the
subject through the linking verb "was." The word "Cognizant" indicates a state of awareness
or knowledge, aligning with its definition as an adjective.

Final Tips for Identifying Parts of Speech

- Always examine the position of the word within the sentence.

- Look for accompanying modifiers like adverbs or prepositions.

- Consider the meaning and function of the word in context.

- Remember that adjectives often follow linking verbs and describe subjects.
- Use context clues to differentiate between similar parts of speech.

By mastering these techniques, you can confidently identify the part of speech of any word
in a sentence, including challenging adjectives like "Cognizant."

Meta Description: Discover how to identify the part of speech of the word "Cognizant" in the
sentence "He Was Very Cognizant That," and learn essential tips for analyzing grammar
and sentence structure effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What part of speech is the word 'Cognizant' in the
sentence 'He was very cognizant that'?

The word 'cognizant’ is an adjective.

In the sentence provided, does 'cognizant' function as a
noun, verb, or adjective?

It functions as an adjective.

How can you identify ‘cognizant' as an adjective in the
sentence?

Because it describes the subject 'He' and is used with the linking verb 'was,' indicating a
state of being, which is characteristic of adjectives.



Is 'cognizant' used to modify a noun or a verb in the
sentence 'He was very cognizant that'?

It modifies the subject 'He' by describing his state of awareness, functioning as an
adjective.

What is the base form or root of the word '‘cognizant'?

The root of 'cognizant' is ‘cognize,"' which relates to knowing or awareness.

Can 'cognizant' be used as a verb in any context?

Yes, in some contexts, '‘cognizant' can be used as a verb form, but in the given sentence, it
functions as an adjective.

What is the grammatical role of the word 'that'
following 'cognizant' in the sentence?

The word 'that' introduces a subordinate clause explaining what he was cognizant of.

Is 'cognizant' an active or stative adjective, and what
does that imply about its use?

'‘Cognizant' is a stative adjective, indicating a state or condition of awareness rather than an
action.

Additional Resources
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Understanding the intricacies of language is essential not only for effective communication
but also for mastering the mechanics of grammar. One common challenge faced by
language learners and even seasoned writers is identifying the parts of speech of specific
words within complex sentences. Today, we delve into a specific example: the phrase “He
Was Very Cognizant That.” By dissecting this sentence, particularly focusing on the word
Cognizant, we aim to clarify how to determine its grammatical role and why this
understanding matters in both writing and comprehension.

Introduction: The Importance of Part of Speech Identification

Before exploring the specifics of the sentence, it’'s vital to appreciate why identifying parts
of speech is fundamental. Parts of speech—such as nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs,
pronouns, prepositions, conjunctions, and interjections—serve as the building blocks of
language. Recognizing these components enhances clarity, aids in parsing complex



sentences, and helps in effective editing and proofreading.

In the sentence “He Was Very Cognizant That,” the word Cognizant stands out as a crucial
element that influences the sentence’s overall meaning. Properly classifying this word
provides insight into sentence structure and the relationship between its parts. This article
will explore the possible parts of speech for Cognizant, delve into the sentence’s

grammatical construction, and highlight the significance of accurate part of speech
identification.

The Word in Focus: Cognizant

What Does Cognizant Mean?

Before classifying Cognizant, understanding its meaning is essential. Cognizant is an
adjective derived from Latin roots, meaning “aware of” or “having knowledge of.” It is
commonly used in formal contexts to describe someone’s awareness or consciousness of a
particular fact or situation.

For example:

- He is cognizant of the risks involved.

- She was cognizant that the project was behind schedule.

Given its meaning, Cognizant primarily functions as an adjective in English.

Analyzing the Sentence Structure

The sentence in question is:

He Was Very Cognizant That

At first glance, the sentence appears incomplete or awkward, as it ends with "That," which
typically introduces a subordinate clause. For clarity, the full sentence would usually include
what He was cognizant of, such as:

He was very cognizant that the meeting was scheduled for noon.

However, for the purpose of grammatical analysis, we focus on the phrase as provided.

Part of Speech Identification for Cognizant
1. Adjective Explanation

Based on its definition and typical usage, Cognizant functions as an adjective. It describes a
noun—often a person or entity—that possesses awareness or knowledge.



Example:

- He is cognizant of the changes.

Here, cognizant modifies the pronoun he implicitly, indicating his state of awareness.

In the given sentence fragment, Cognizant appears after the linking verb Was, which is a
form of be. This positioning is characteristic of adjectives, especially predicate adjectives
that follow linking verbs.

2. Why not a Noun or Verb?

- Not a noun: Because Cognizant does not refer to a person, place, or thing, which are
typical properties of nouns.

- Not a verb: Because Cognizant does not express an action or state that can be
conjugated. Although it relates to awareness, it's not an action word.

3. Adjective versus Noun or Adverb

To further clarify:

- Adjective: Describes or modifies a noun or pronoun.

- Noun: Usually a person, place, thing, or idea.

- Adverb: Modifies verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs, often indicating manner, time, or

degree.

Since Cognizant directly describes a state of awareness associated with a subject, it
functions as an adjective.

Syntax and Sentence Construction

Role of Cognizant in the Sentence

In the fragment:

He Was Very Cognizant That

- He: Pronoun, subject.

- Was: Past tense of the verb be, linking verb.
- Very: Adverb, modifying Cognizant.

- Cognizant: Adjective, predicate adjective describing He.

The structure suggests that Cognizant is a predicate adjective, completing the linking verb
Was and describing the subject.

How the sentence would be complete
A complete sentence might be:

He was very cognizant that the project deadline was approaching.



In this case:
- That the project deadline was approaching acts as a subordinate clause explaining what
he was cognizant of.

The Importance of Context in Part of Speech Identification

Context plays a crucial role in determining a word’s part of speech. For example:

- In He is cognizant of the issues, cognizant is an adjective.

- In He cognizantly reviewed the document, cognizant functions as an adverb (though less

common, as cognizant is primarily an adjective).

In our sentence fragment, the context indicates that Cognizant is an adjective following the
linking verb Was, which aligns with standard usage.

Common Mistakes and Clarifications
Mistake 1: Confusing Cognizant as a Noun

Some might mistakenly think Cognizant is a noun because it ends in -ant, similar to many
nouns (e.q., participant, assistant). However, Cognizant is an adjective, not a noun.

Mistake 2: Misidentifying as an Adverb

While very is an adverb modifying Cognizant, Cognizant itself is not functioning as an
adverb. Recognizing modifiers helps in accurate classification.

Clarification: Related Words

- Cognizance: Noun meaning awareness or knowledge.
- Cognizant: Adjective meaning aware of or knowledgeable about.

Practical Applications and Why It Matters
Knowing the part of speech of Cognizant helps in several ways:

- Improves Sentence Construction: Proper placement of adjectives and understanding their
function ensures sentences are clear and grammatically correct.

- Aids in Vocabulary Development: Recognizing that Cognizant is an adjective expands
vocabulary and comprehension.

- Enhances Reading Skills: Being able to parse sentences accurately improves overall
reading comprehension.

- Supports Writing Precision: Correctly identifying parts of speech allows writers to craft
more precise and impactful sentences.



Summary: The Part of Speech of Cognizant
To summarize:

- Cognizant is an adjective.

- It functions as a predicate adjective in the sentence structure, following a linking verb
(was).

- It describes the subject’s state of awareness or knowledge.

- Its position and usage confirm its role as an adjective rather than a noun or verb.

Final Thoughts

Dissecting sentences to identify parts of speech may seem daunting at first, but with
practice, it becomes an intuitive process. The example “He Was Very Cognizant That”
exemplifies how context, sentence structure, and word meaning converge to reveal
grammatical roles. Recognizing Cognizant as an adjective not only clarifies the sentence’s
syntax but also enriches one’s understanding of language mechanics.

Mastering such distinctions empowers writers, editors, and language learners to
communicate more effectively and interpret texts with greater precision. Whether in
academic writing, professional communication, or everyday reading, understanding the
parts of speech remains a cornerstone of linguistic proficiency.
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