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Understanding verb tenses is fundamental to mastering English grammar. They
help us express when an action occurs—past, present, or future—and provide
clarity in communication. In this article, we will analyze the sentence: "The
class graduates in June." to identify the tense of the italicized verb, and
delve into the broader concepts of tense, verb forms, and their usage. By the
end of this guide, you'll be equipped to recognize verb tenses accurately and
apply this knowledge in your own writing and speaking.

---

Breaking Down the Sentence

The sentence in question is: "The class graduates in June." Here, the
italicized word is "graduates." To determine its tense, we need to analyze
the verb form within the context of the sentence.

Identifying the Verb
The main verb in the sentence is "graduates." It is derived from the base
verb "to graduate." Since it is in the third person singular
form—"graduates"—this provides a clue about its tense and grammatical number.

Understanding the Context
The sentence states that "The class graduates in June," implying a scheduled
or habitual event happening in the future. The phrase "in June" indicates a
future occurrence relative to the present or a scheduled event.

---

What Is The Tense of "Graduates"?



Present Simple Tense
The verb form "graduates" in this context is the third person singular
present tense of "to graduate." In the present simple tense, verbs typically
take an -s or -es ending for third person singular subjects.

Key features of the present simple tense:
- Used for habitual actions or scheduled events.
- Expresses general truths or facts.
- Forms include the base verb for all subjects except third person singular,
which adds -s or -es.

Examples:
- She graduates every year.
- The school starts in September.
- The train leaves at 9 am.

Given these features, "graduates" fits as a present simple tense verb.

Future Meaning in the Sentence
Although "graduates" is in the present simple tense, the phrase "in June"
signifies that the event is scheduled for the future. This common
construction expresses scheduled future events using the present simple
tense.

Examples:
- The train leaves at 6 pm tomorrow.
- The meeting starts next week.
- The class graduates in June.

In these cases, the present simple tense is used to talk about scheduled
future events, especially timetabled or fixed plans.

---

Understanding Verb Tenses: An Overview

To deepen your grasp of verb tenses, let's explore the main categories and
their specific forms.

1. Present Tense
- Simple Present: Describes habitual actions, facts, or scheduled events.
"She works every day."
- Present Continuous: Describes ongoing actions happening now. "She is
working now."



2. Past Tense
- Simple Past: Describes completed actions in the past. "She graduated last
year."
- Past Continuous: Describes ongoing past actions. "She was studying when I
called."

3. Future Tense
- Simple Future: Describes actions that will happen. "She will graduate next
month."
- Future Continuous: Describes ongoing future actions. "She will be studying
at that time."

Understanding these forms helps in accurately identifying and using verb
tenses.

---

Methods for Identifying Tense of a Verb

Determining the tense of a verb involves analyzing its form and the context
within the sentence. Here are steps to help you identify verb tenses
effectively.

1. Examine the Verb Form
Look at the verb ending:
- -s or -es: Usually present tense for third person singular.
- -ed: Usually past tense.
- Helping verbs (will, have, be): Indicate future, perfect, or continuous
tenses.

2. Consider the Subject
- Singular subjects like "he," "she," "the class" typically take -s in the
present tense.
- Plural subjects use the base form.

3. Analyze the Context
- Words like "yesterday," "last year" suggest past tense.
- Words like "tomorrow," "next week" suggest future tense.
- Time expressions like "now," "every day," "usually" help determine the
tense.



4. Recognize Common Tense Constructions
- Present simple: base verb + -s/es (for third person singular).
- Past simple: base verb + -ed.
- Future simple: will + base verb.

Applying these steps to the sentence "The class graduates in June," we see
that "graduates" is in the present simple tense, used here to refer to a
scheduled future event.

---

Additional Examples and Practice

To solidify your understanding, here are further examples illustrating the
use of different tenses with similar verbs.

Present Simple: The students study every day.

Present Continuous: The students are studying now.

Past Simple: The students studied last week.

Future Simple: The students will study tomorrow.

Notice how the verb form changes depending on tense and context.

---

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While identifying verb tenses, learners often make some common errors:

Confusing present simple with present continuous: Remember that present
simple (e.g., "graduates") refers to habitual or scheduled events,
whereas present continuous (e.g., "is graduating") indicates ongoing
actions.

Misinterpreting future intentions: Using present tense for future plans
(like "The class graduates in June") is correct when referring to
scheduled events, but using the wrong tense can lead to confusion.

Ignoring context: Always consider the surrounding words and overall



sentence meaning to accurately identify tense.

---

Summary

In the sentence "The class graduates in June," the word "graduates" is in the
present simple tense. Although the event is scheduled for the future, the
present simple tense is commonly used in English to describe scheduled or
timetabled future events, especially when accompanied by time expressions
like "in June."

Key takeaways:
- The verb "graduates" is in present simple tense.
- The tense indicates a scheduled future event.
- Recognizing verb forms and context is crucial for accurate tense
identification.
- Present simple is often used for scheduled future events in English.

Understanding these principles not only helps in grammatical accuracy but
also enhances clarity and precision in communication. Keep practicing by
analyzing sentences and identifying verb tenses to become more confident in
your grammar skills.

---

Final note: Always pay attention to verb endings, subject agreement, and
contextual clues to accurately identify and use tenses. Mastery of tense
recognition will significantly improve both your writing and speaking
abilities in English.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the tense of the italicized verb 'Graduates'
in the sentence 'The class graduates in June'?
The verb 'Graduates' is in the present simple tense.

Why is the verb 'Graduates' considered present
simple in the sentence?
Because it describes a habitual or scheduled action happening in the future,
which is typical of the present simple tense.



How can you identify the tense of a verb like
'Graduates' in a sentence?
By examining its form and context; in this case, 'Graduates' is the base form
with an 's,' indicating present simple tense for third person singular.

Is the sentence 'The class graduates in June'
indicating a future event or a general truth?
It indicates a future scheduled event, which is often expressed using the
present simple tense when referring to timetabled actions.

Would changing the sentence to 'The class will
graduate in June' affect the tense of the verb?
Yes, it would change the tense to the future simple tense, with 'will
graduate' indicating a future action.

Can the verb 'Graduates' be used in the past tense
in this sentence? Why or why not?
No, because the sentence refers to a future event; using 'graduated' would
change the meaning to past tense, which would not fit the original context.

Additional Resources
Identify The Tense Of The Italicized Verb In The Sentence Below. The Class
Graduates In June. Graduates

---

Introduction: The Importance of Tense
Identification in English Grammar

Understanding verb tenses is fundamental to mastering English grammar. Tenses
convey when an action takes place—past, present, or future—and often include
nuances like ongoing actions or completed states. Accurate tense
identification not only clarifies meaning but also enhances both written and
spoken communication.

In this analysis, we focus on the sentence:

The class graduates in June.



Specifically, we will examine the italicized verb Graduates, determine its
tense, and explore related grammatical aspects. This process involves
dissecting verb forms, contextual clues, and their grammatical implications.

---

Understanding the Sentence Structure and Verb
Context

Before delving into the tense, it's essential to understand the sentence's
structure and context.

- Sentence: The class graduates in June.
- Subject: The class – a collective noun referring to a group of students.
- Verb: Graduates – the action performed by the subject.
- Temporal Indicator: in June – provides a time frame.

The sentence indicates an event associated with a specific future time ('in
June'), but the verb form itself is crucial to understanding when the action
is considered to occur.

---

Analyzing the Verb Form: Graduates

The word Graduates in the sentence is a verb form. Let’s analyze its
grammatical characteristics:

- Base form: graduate
- Form in sentence: graduates (with an -s ending)
- Verb type: Present tense, third person singular form

This form is typical for simple present tense when used with third person
singular subjects, such as he, she, it, or the class (considered as a
singular collective noun).

---

Identifying the Tense of Graduates

The core question: What tense is the verb graduates in?

1. Recognizing the Present Simple Tense



The verb graduates (with an -s ending) is a hallmark of the present simple
tense for third person singular subjects:

- Present Simple Formation: Base verb + -s or -es (for third person singular)

Examples:
- She runs every morning.
- The dog barks loudly.
- The class graduates in June.

2. Confirming the Tense through Context

Although the verb form suggests present tense, context is necessary:

- The phrase in June indicates a future time, which can sometimes create
confusion.
- However, in English, The class graduates in June often refers to a
scheduled or habitual event, which is typically expressed in the present
simple tense.

3. Is it Present or Future?

- Present Simple Use: Used for scheduled events, timetables, or habitual
actions.
- Future Meaning: Sometimes, present tense is used to describe scheduled
future events, especially when referring to timetables or official schedules.

In this case:

- The sentence likely refers to a scheduled, fixed event—the graduation
occurring in June.
- The use of present tense to indicate future scheduled events is common in
English, especially with timetabled events or official plans.

4. Summary of Tense Identification

| Aspect | Analysis |
|---------|------------|
| Verb form | Graduates (third person singular present tense) |
| Context | Refers to a future event, scheduled for June |
| Usage | Present simple tense used for scheduled future events |

Conclusion: The verb graduates in the sentence is in the present simple
tense, specifically, third person singular form.

---



Deep Dive: Why Use Present Tense for Future
Events?

Understanding why the present simple tense appears to be used for a future
event is vital:

- Scheduled Events: When an event is scheduled or timetabled, English often
employs the present simple tense to describe it. Examples:
- The train leaves at 6 PM.
- The movie starts tomorrow.
- The class graduates in June.

- Official or Formal Plans: Formal arrangements or fixed plans often take
this tense.

- Contextual Clues: The phrase in June indicates a future time, but the tense
choice depends on context rather than verb form alone.

1. Examples of Present Simple for Future Events

| Sentence | Explanation |
|------------|--------------|
| The flight departs at noon. | Timetabled event |
| The conference begins next week. | Scheduled event |
| The class graduates in June. | Fixed, scheduled event |

2. Contrast with Other Tenses Used for Future

English also uses other tenses for future actions:

- Present continuous: I am graduating next year. (for planned arrangements)
- Future simple: I will graduate in June. (for predictions or spontaneous
decisions)
- Going to + verb: The class is going to graduate in June. (for planned
intentions)

---

Additional Grammatical Insights: Verb Forms and
Agreement

1. Subject-Verb Agreement

The verb graduates agrees with the third person singular subject the class.
Despite class being a collective noun, it is treated as singular in British
and American English when referring to the group as a unit.



2. Collective Nouns and Number Agreement

- Singular when referring to the group as a single entity: The class
graduates.
- Plural when emphasizing individual members: The class are graduating today.

In this context, using graduates aligns with treating the class as a singular
entity.

3. Verb Tense Consistency

In the sentence, the tense remains consistent with the present simple form,
aligning with the scheduled nature of the event.

---

Implications of Tense Identification for
Language Learning and Usage

Recognizing the tense of verbs like graduates is essential for:

- Correct sentence construction and avoiding ambiguity.
- Understanding context—distinguishing between scheduled future events and
habitual or present actions.
- Effective communication—using the correct tense enhances clarity.

---

Common Pitfalls and Clarifications

- Misidentification of tense: Students might think graduates indicates past
tense or present continuous, which is incorrect.
- Assuming graduates refers to present action: While the verb form is present
tense, the event's timing depends on context.
- Ignoring context clues: Always consider accompanying time indicators like
in June to determine whether the tense refers to future, present, or past.

---

Summary and Final Conclusions

- The verb graduates in the sentence The class graduates in June is in the
present simple tense.
- Its form, with an -s ending, signifies third person singular present tense.



- The use of present simple here is appropriate because the event is
scheduled or timetabled for June, a common usage in English.
- Contextual clues like in June support the interpretation that the event is
future-oriented, but the tense form remains present simple due to the nature
of the statement.
- Recognizing these patterns helps learners navigate the nuances of tense
usage in English.

---

Final Notes for Learners

- Always analyze verb forms in conjunction with context.
- Present simple tense can denote future scheduled events, not just current
or habitual actions.
- Pay attention to subject-verb agreement, especially with collective nouns.
- Use contextual clues like time phrases to clarify tense interpretation.

By mastering the identification of verb tenses, learners can communicate more
precisely and understand native speakers more effectively. The case of
graduates exemplifies how form and context work together to convey meaning
accurately.

---

In summary: The italicized verb graduates in the sentence The class graduates
in June is in the present simple tense, used here to indicate a scheduled
future event.
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