
In Act II Of Julius Caesar, Which Character Says,
Thrice Hath Calpurnia In Her Sleep Cried Out 'Help,

In Act II Of Julius Caesar, Which Character Says, Thrice Hath Calpurnia In Her Sleep Cried Out 'Help, is a
question that delves into one of the most pivotal moments in William Shakespeare’s tragedy, Julius Caesar.
This line references Calpurnia’s haunting premonitions and her desperate pleas for her husband, Julius
Caesar, to heed the ominous signs warning him of impending danger. Understanding who speaks this line,
the context within Act II, and its significance in the overall narrative offers valuable insights into the play’s
themes of fate, foreshadowing, and tragic downfall. This article explores these elements thoroughly,
providing a comprehensive analysis of this key moment in Shakespeare’s classic.

---

Overview of Act II in Julius Caesar

Before dissecting the specific line about Calpurnia’s sleep cries, it’s crucial to understand the broader context
of Act II in Julius Caesar. This act marks the transition from political tension to the tragic climax of the play,
focusing heavily on Caesar’s internal and external conflicts.

Summary of Act II

- Conspirators’ Plot: The act begins with the conspirators gathering secretly to plan Caesar’s assassination.
Brutus wrestles with his conscience about whether to join the plot or not.
- Calpurnia’s Omens: Calpurnia, Caesar’s wife, has a series of prophetic dreams and ominous signs, including
her sleep cries, which she interprets as warnings.
- Caesar’s Decision: Despite Calpurnia’s pleas and her visions, Caesar initially hesitates but ultimately decides
to ignore her warnings and proceed to the Senate.
- The Ides of March: The act culminates with the conspirators executing their plan, setting the stage for
Caesar’s downfall.

---

The Significance of Calpurnia’s Sleep Cried Out 'Help'

The line “Thrice hath Calpurnia in her sleep cried out 'Help'” encapsulates her distress and foreshadows the



tragic events to come. It highlights her intuition and concern for her husband’s safety, even as political and
personal allegiances threaten to override her warnings.

Who Says the Line?

- The Line’s Source: The line is not directly spoken by a character in the play but is derived from the
narration and stage directions describing Calpurnia’s dreams and cries.
- Interpretation: The phrase is often associated with the Chorus or the narrator’s commentary, emphasizing
the gravity of her visions and the sense of impending doom.

However, in the actual text, Calpurnia herself describes her nightmares and her cries for help, which are
relayed through her dialogues and the play’s narration, illustrating her deep concern and foreboding.

Context Within the Play

- The line underscores Calpurnia’s prophetic dreams and her emotional state.
- It serves as a narrative device to alert the audience to the danger awaiting Caesar.
- Her repeated cries symbolize her desperation and the failure to prevent tragedy despite her warnings.

---

Analyzing Calpurnia’s Omens and Her Sleep Cries

Calpurnia’s premonitions and her cries in her sleep are significant for their symbolic and foreshadowing
roles in the play.

The Nature of Calpurnia’s Dreams

- Blood and Violence: Her dreams often involve blood, mutilation, and chaos, reflecting her fears of Caesar’s
death.
- Statue of Caesar: She dreams of Caesar’s statue spouting blood, which she interprets as a sign of his
impending demise.
- Lions and Ghosts: Other dreams include lions and ghostly figures, symbolizing danger and death.



The Meaning of Her Cry 'Help'

- The repeated cries indicate her urgent plea to divine or supernatural forces to prevent harm.
- They symbolize her awareness of the supernatural warnings that others dismiss or ignore.
- The cries also evoke a sense of helplessness, emphasizing her inability to change fate.

Impact on Caesar and the Plot

- Caesar dismisses Calpurnia’s fears, believing in his own sense of invincibility.
- Her cries and dreams serve as a moral and emotional appeal, contrasting with the political intrigue
surrounding him.
- Ultimately, her warnings are ignored, leading to Caesar’s tragic downfall.

---

Thematic Significance of the Sleep Crys

This moment encapsulates several of the play’s core themes:

Foreshadowing and Fate

- The cries are a clear foreshadow of the impending assassination.
- They emphasize the role of fate versus free will—despite warnings, the characters proceed toward their
tragic end.

Supernatural and Omens

- The dreams and cries represent divine or supernatural signals warning humans of danger.
- They reflect the Elizabethan belief in signs and portents influencing human destiny.

Love and Concern

- Calpurnia’s distress illustrates her love for Caesar and her deep concern for his safety.
- Her pleas demonstrate her emotional connection and her desire to protect him.



Historical and Literary Context

Understanding the historical and literary background enriches the appreciation of Calpurnia’s sleep cries.

Historical Background

- Julius Caesar was believed to have been warned through various omens, which Shakespeare dramatizes.
- Calpurnia’s dreams echo real Roman superstitions prevalent during the play’s setting.

Literary Significance

- Shakespeare uses supernatural elements to heighten dramatic tension.
- The recurring motif of dreams and cries underscores the play’s tragic inevitability.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the question of who says, “Thrice hath Calpurnia in her sleep cried out 'Help’” touches upon
a crucial aspect of Julius Caesar: the interplay between supernatural warnings, personal concern, and
political tragedy. Calpurnia’s dreams and her cries serve as a powerful foreshadowing device, emphasizing
the play’s themes of fate and free will. While no character explicitly utters this exact line, its essence is
captured through her dreams and the narration, making it a poignant symbol of the foreboding atmosphere
that precedes Caesar’s downfall. Recognizing the significance of this moment enhances our understanding
of the play’s complex characters and their tragic destinies, illustrating Shakespeare’s mastery in weaving
supernatural omens into the fabric of human ambition and frailty.

---
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This comprehensive overview combines thematic analysis, character insights, and contextual information,
making it a valuable resource for students, scholars, and Shakespeare enthusiasts alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the character that says, 'Thrice Hath Calpurnia In Her Sleep Cried
Out 'Help,'' in Act II of Julius Caesar?
The character is Caesar himself, reflecting on Calpurnia's fears and her dreams.

In Act II of Julius Caesar, what is the significance of Calpurnia crying out
'Help' in her sleep?
It signifies her premonitions and fears about Caesar's impending danger, highlighting her anxiety and the
supernatural omens.

Which character interprets Calpurnia's dream and fears for Caesar's safety
in Act II?
Decius Brutus interprets Calpurnia's dream and persuades Caesar to go to the Senate, dismissing her fears.

How does Calpurnia's sleep cry impact Caesar's decision in Act II?
Her plea influences Caesar to reconsider going to the Senate, but Decius persuades him otherwise, leading
to his demise.

What role does the motif of dreams play in Act II of Julius Caesar?
Dreams serve as omens and warnings, emphasizing themes of fate, superstition, and the unfolding tragedy.

Which other characters are involved in responding to Calpurnia's pleas in
Act II?
Decius Brutus and other conspirators also influence Caesar's decision, often downplaying or dismissing her
fears.



Does Calpurnia’s dream directly foreshadow Caesar’s assassination in Act
II?
Yes, her dream about her husband being sacrificed and the statue bleeding foreshadows Caesar's murder.

What is the overall tone of the scene where Calpurnia cries out 'Help' in
her sleep?
The tone is tense and foreboding, emphasizing the sense of impending doom and supernatural warning.

Additional Resources
In Act II Of Julius Caesar, Which Character Says, Thrice Hath Calpurnia In Her Sleep Cried Out 'Help,'

The phrase "Thrice hath Calpurnia in her sleep cried out 'Help'" is a compelling line from William
Shakespeare's Julius Caesar, capturing a pivotal moment that underscores the themes of foreshadowing,
omens, and the tension surrounding Caesar’s fate. This line, spoken during Act II, serves as a crucial literary
device that heightens the dramatic stakes and reflects the anxious atmosphere gripping Rome.
Understanding who says this line, its context within the play, and its significance offers a window into
Shakespeare’s craftsmanship in building suspense and exploring the human psyche.

---

Contextual Background: The Setting of Act II

Before delving into the specifics of the line, it’s important to understand the scene in which it appears. Act
II of Julius Caesar is marked by a shift from political intrigue to personal paranoia and foreshadowing.
Caesar’s decision to ignore the ominous signs and ignore Calpurnia’s dreams sets the stage for the impending
conspiracy.

The Role of Omens and Superstitions in the Play

In the play, omens and dreams play a significant role in shaping characters' decisions. Calpurnia’s dreams
are a recurring motif, symbolizing the subconscious fears and societal superstitions that influence Roman
citizens and, ultimately, Caesar himself.

Calpurnia’s Dream and Its Significance

Calpurnia, Caesar’s wife, experiences a vivid nightmare in which she sees Caesar’s statue bleeding, with
Romans bathing their hands in his blood, and the entire scene is fraught with danger. Her sleep is disturbed
by these visions, leading her to plead with Caesar to stay home on the Ides of March.



---

The Character Who Says, Thrice Hath Calpurnia In Her Sleep Cried Out 'Help'

The line "Thrice hath Calpurnia in her sleep cried out 'Help'" is spoken by Decius Brutus, one of the
conspirators. Decius’s role is pivotal because he manipulates Caesar’s perception of the omens and the
importance of his presence at the Senate.

Decius Brutus: The Conspirator and Persuader

Decius is portrayed as a persuasive and cunning figure, skilled in flattery and persuasion. His influence
over Caesar is central to the conspiracy's success, and his interpretation of the omens demonstrates his
manipulative nature.

The Significance of the Line

This particular line is part of Decius’s efforts to convince Caesar that the omens, including Calpurnia’s
dreams, are misinterpreted or insignificant. By emphasizing that Calpurnia’s sleep-crying has occurred
multiple times, Decius aims to diminish her warnings and bolster Caesar’s resolve to attend the Senate.

---

The Role of Calpurnia’s Dreams in the Play

Calpurnia’s dreams symbolize the fears and superstitions prevalent in Roman society, which often influence
political decisions. Her repeated cries for help in her sleep serve as a warning, yet they are dismissed or
minimized by others, illustrating the tension between reason and superstition.

The Content of Calpurnia’s Dream

Calpurnia dreams of Caesar’s statue spouting blood, which is interpreted as a sign of impending doom. Her
plea for Caesar to stay home is based on these visions, and her repeated cries in her sleep underscore her
desperation.

The Impact of the Dreams on Caesar

Initially, Caesar is hesitant to heed Calpurnia’s warnings, but Decius’s reinterpretation convinces him to
ignore the omens and proceed to the Senate, sealing his fate.

---

Analyzing the Line: Literary and Thematic Significance



Foreshadowing and Dramatic Irony

Decius’s assertion that Calpurnia has cried out three times heightens the sense of impending doom, serving
as a foreshadowing device. The audience, aware of the tragic outcome, recognizes the line as a crucial cue
that the conspiracy is imminent.

The Power of Persuasion

Decius’s ability to reinterpret and dismiss Calpurnia’s dreams illustrates the play’s exploration of persuasion
and influence. His rhetoric demonstrates how perception can be manipulated to alter the course of events.

Themes of Fate and Free Will

The line underscores the tension between fate and human agency. Despite Calpurnia’s warnings and the
ominous dreams, Caesar’s decision to ignore them embodies the tragic flaw of hubris and the belief that he
can control his destiny.

---

Summary of Key Points

- The line "Thrice hath Calpurnia in her sleep cried out 'Help'" is spoken by Decius Brutus.
- It appears in Act II as part of his persuasion to convince Caesar to attend the Senate.
- The line emphasizes the repeated nature of Calpurnia’s dreams, used to diminish their significance.
- The line contributes to the play’s themes of foreshadowing, persuasion, and the conflict between
superstition and rationality.
- Decius’s reinterpretation of the dreams ultimately influences Caesar’s decision, leading to his downfall.

---

Additional Insights and Analysis

The Power of Dreams in Elizabethan Drama

In Elizabethan times, dreams were often seen as messages from the divine, capable of predicting the future.
Shakespeare uses Calpurnia’s dreams to heighten tension, knowing that audiences would understand their
significance.

The Character Dynamics

The line also reveals the dynamics among the characters: Calpurnia’s concern, Caesar’s hubris, and Decius’s
manipulative charm. Each character’s attitude towards omens reflects their personality and role within the
story.



Modern Reflection

Today, this scene reminds us of the importance of listening to intuition and the dangers of dismissing
warnings. It’s a testament to how persuasion can influence decisions with profound consequences.

---

Conclusion

Understanding "Thrice hath Calpurnia in her sleep cried out 'Help'" and who says it in Act II of Julius
Caesar enriches our comprehension of the play’s intricate narrative. Spoken by Decius Brutus, the line
encapsulates Shakespeare’s mastery in using language to build suspense, develop characters, and explore
themes of fate, persuasion, and human vulnerability. Recognizing the significance of this moment allows us
to appreciate the layered storytelling that has captivated audiences for centuries and continues to resonate
with contemporary audiences alike.

In Act Ii Of Julius Caesar Which Character Says Thrice Hath
Calpurnia In Her Sleep Cried Out Help
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