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In "The Doll House," What Do The Burnell Children-especially Isabel Burnell-gain
By Having The Doll's, the narrative by Katherine Mansfield explores themes of childhood
innocence, social hierarchy, envy, and the desire for acceptance. The possession of the
beautiful doll's house becomes a symbol that reveals much about the characters' inner
worlds, their aspirations, and their social perceptions. For the Burnell children, particularly
Isabel Burnell, acquiring and displaying the doll's house is not merely about owning a
toy—it signifies a deeper longing for status, belonging, and validation within their social
environment. This article delves into the multifaceted gains the Burnell children, especially
Isabel, derive from having the doll's house, analyzing how it influences their identities,
relationships, and perceptions of the world around them.

The Significance of the Doll House in the
Narrative

The Symbolic Value of the Doll House

The doll's house in Mansfield's story is a finely crafted miniature that captures the
imagination not only of the children but also of the readers. It symbolizes beauty, social
aspiration, and the allure of material possessions. For the Burnell children, owning this
doll's house elevates their status among their peers and within their family. It becomes a
tangible marker of their social standing and their ability to possess something exquisite and
desirable.

The Social Context and Hierarchies

The story is set in a small community where social class and appearances are significant.
The Burnell children’s access to the doll's house allows them to navigate and influence their
social environment. Their privilege in owning the doll's house grants them a sense of
superiority over children like Kezia, the youngest, and the Kelvey sisters, who are
marginalized.



What the Burnell Children, Especially Isabel, Gain
from Having the Doll House

1. A Sense of Power and Social Status

Possessing the doll's house bestows upon Isabel Burnell a feeling of superiority and control.
She enjoys the admiration of her peers when she shows off the doll's house, reinforcing her
social status within her circle. The ability to share or deny access to the doll's house
becomes a way for Isabel to exercise authority, which is a significant gain for her sense of
identity and confidence.

e She becomes the center of attention among her friends.
e She gains a feeling of importance by controlling who gets to see the doll's house.

e This control bolsters her self-esteem and her perceived social power.

2. Validation and Self-ldentity

For Isabel, owning the doll's house affirms her identity as a member of the more privileged
class. It reinforces her self-perception as someone special and fortunate. The doll's house is
more than just a toy; it is a symbol of her status and a reflection of her aspirations to be
admired and respected.

3. Peer Approval and Social Acceptance

The doll's house acts as a social currency among the children. Isabel gains peer approval by
sharing her possession selectively, which in turn reinforces her social bonds. Her ability to
influence others by showcasing the doll's house enhances her social standing and her sense
of belonging within her peer group.

4. A Tool for Demonstrating Wealth and Taste

The elaborate nature of the doll's house showcases the family's wealth and refined taste.
For Isabel, this is a way to demonstrate her family's affluence indirectly and to impress her
friends and neighbors. It becomes a material indicator of her family's social position, which
she perceives as a source of pride.



The Psychological and Emotional Gains for Isabel
and the Other Children

Building Confidence and Pride

Owning the doll's house and being able to show it off instills a sense of pride in Isabel. It
boosts her confidence and gives her a feeling of accomplishment. This pride is essential in
childhood development, as it helps shape her self-image and her perception of her worth.

Creating a Sense of Belonging

The doll's house acts as a social bridge, allowing Isabel to connect with her peers through
shared admiration and interest. It helps her feel part of a community that values beauty,
refinement, and social standing.

Fostering Imagination and Aspiration

The detailed miniature world of the doll's house sparks imagination in children like Isabel. It
also feeds their aspirations to attain a lifestyle of beauty and elegance, which reflects
societal ideals of success and sophistication.

The Downside of Possessing the Doll House: Envy
and Exclusion

Fostering Envy and Social Division

While the doll's house grants Isabella and her siblings certain social advantages, it also
highlights divisions and exclusivity. The Kelvey sisters, for example, are excluded from
viewing or possessing the doll's house, which underscores the social inequalities embedded
in their community. For Isabel, this exclusivity can reinforce feelings of superiority but also
creates a sense of moral complexity about social divisions.

Impact on Moral Development and Empathy

The story hints at the potential negative effects of such materialistic displays, especially in
young children. Isabel's pride and desire for social dominance could lead to insensitivity or
a lack of empathy towards those less fortunate. Recognizing this, readers are prompted to
reflect on the moral implications of material possessions as symbols of status.



Conclusion: The Multifaceted Gains of the Doll
House for Isabel and Her Siblings

In Katherine Mansfield’s "The Doll House," the possession of the doll's house by the Burnell
children serves as a powerful symbol of childhood innocence intertwined with social
aspirations. For Isabel Burnell, the doll's house is a vessel that carries significant
psychological and social benefits. It elevates her sense of self-worth, grants her social
power, and affirms her identity within her community. It also provides opportunities for
admiration, pride, and belonging—crucial elements in childhood development. However,
Mansfield also subtly critiques the superficiality and social divisions that such material
symbols can foster, inviting readers to consider the moral complexities surrounding
childhood innocence and societal values. Ultimately, the doll's house becomes a mirror
reflecting the desires, ambitions, and social realities of the children, especially Isabel,
shaping their experiences and perceptions in profound ways.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What do the Burnell children, particularly Isabel
Burnell, gain from having the dolls in ‘'The Doll House'?

They gain a sense of pride, social status, and a feeling of superiority, as owning the doll's
house elevates their position among their peers and gives them a sense of belonging.

How does Isabel Burnell's possession of the doll's house
influence her interactions with other children?

It boosts her confidence and authority, making her feel more important and enabling her to
assert dominance over the other children, especially in social hierarchies.

What does the possession of the doll's house symbolize
for the Burnell children?

It symbolizes social aspiration, material desire, and the desire for acceptance and status
within their community.



In what ways does having the doll's house affect Isabel
Burnell’s perception of herself?

It enhances her self-esteem and sense of superiority, making her feel more mature and
influential among her peers.

How does the possession of the doll's house reflect the
themes of social class in 'The Doll House'?

It highlights the importance placed on material possessions and social standing, illustrating
how such items can influence social dynamics and perceptions of worth.

What role does the doll's house play in the social
hierarchy among the children, especially for Isabel
Burnell?

It acts as a status symbol that elevates Isabel's position, allowing her to command attention
and respect from other children.

What emotional or psychological benefits do the Burnell
children, notably Isabel, derive from owning the doll's
house?

They experience feelings of pride, happiness, and a sense of belonging, which reinforce
their social identities and boost their self-confidence.

How does the theme of possession, exemplified by the
doll's house, relate to the characters' desires and
aspirations in the story?

It underscores the children's desire for social acceptance, status, and material comfort,
revealing how possessions can symbolize personal aspirations and societal values.

Additional Resources

In "The Doll House," What Do The Burnell Children—Especially Isabel Burnell—Gain By
Having The Doll's is a question that delves into the deeper meanings behind the possession
and display of the cherished dollhouse in Katherine Mansfield’s short story. At first glance,
the dollhouse appears to be a simple toy, but as the story unfolds, it becomes clear that it
symbolizes much more—social status, childhood innocence, and the desire for acceptance.
For the Burnell children, especially Isabel Burnell, owning and showcasing the dollhouse
offers a range of psychological, social, and emotional benefits that shape their identities
and interactions within their community.



Introduction: The Significance of the Doll House in Mansfield’s Story

In Katherine Mansfield’s "The Doll House," the dollhouse is not just a toy but a potent
symbol that carries social and emotional weight. It represents the Burnell children’s
aspirations, their understanding of social hierarchies, and their desire to be seen as
important or special. For Isabel Burnell, in particular, the dollhouse becomes a tool for
asserting her social power and gaining approval from her peers. As we explore what Isabel
and her siblings gain from possessing the dollhouse, it becomes evident that the object
functions on multiple levels—offering both tangible benefits and intangible psychological
rewards.

The Social Power of the Dollhouse
A. Status and Prestige Among Peers

One of the most obvious gains from owning the dollhouse is the social status it confers
upon the Burnell children. Mansfield illustrates how the dollhouse acts as a symbol of
privilege and exclusivity. When the children first receive the dollhouse, their classmates’
reactions highlight its desirability:

- The "big girls" and their admiration underscore the dollhouse’s role as a marker of social
standing.

- The act of showing off the dollhouse gives the Burnell children a sense of superiority and
control over their social environment.

For Isabel Burnell, especially, the dollhouse becomes a means to:

- Elevate her status among her peers.

- Assert dominance in social interactions.

- Be admired and envied, which boosts her confidence.

B. Control and Power Dynamics

Having the dollhouse also allows Isabel to manipulate her social environment. Mansfield
hints at her assertiveness and desire for control, especially through her reactions to her less
fortunate classmates like Kezia and the Kelvey sisters. The dollhouse becomes a tool that:

- Reinforces her authority over others.

- Defines social boundaries—those who are "in" and those who are "out."

- Enables her to decide who gets to see or admire the dollhouse, thus maintaining her social
dominance.

Emotional and Psychological Benefits
A. A Sense of Pride and Accomplishment

Owning the dollhouse gives Isabel a feeling of achievement. Mansfield subtly suggests that



the dollhouse is a gift that elevates her status, making her feel special and proud. This
pride is rooted in:

- The joy of possession and display.
- The recognition she receives from her peers.
- The validation of her social position within the community.

For Isabel, the dollhouse symbolizes that she is important and has a certain authority that
others recognize.

B. Childhood Innocence and Imagination

While the story emphasizes social hierarchies, it also touches on the innocence of
childhood. For Isabel, the dollhouse is likely a source of imaginative play and joy, allowing
her to:

- Engage in storytelling and pretend scenarios.
- Experience the thrill of ownership and display.
- Foster her creativity and sense of wonder.

However, Mansfield hints that this innocence is intertwined with societal expectations,
making the dollhouse a complex symbol that encompasses both joy and social
stratification.

The Role of the Dollhouse in the Children’s Identity Formation
A. Self-Definition and Self-Worth

Possessing the dollhouse influences how Isabel perceives herself and her place in the world.
It becomes part of her identity as a child who is privileged and socially aware. Mansfield
shows that:

- The dollhouse is a reflection of her aspirations and self-image.
- It helps her navigate her social environment with confidence.
- Her pride in the dollhouse contributes to her self-esteem.

B. Social Differentiation and Exclusion

The dollhouse also accentuates differences between the Burnell children and others,
especially the Kelvey sisters, who are marginalized due to their lower social status. Isabel’s
desire to display the dollhouse and her reactions to the Kelvey sisters’ curiosity highlight
how material possessions can reinforce social divides.

- The dollhouse becomes a symbol of societal hierarchy.
- It underscores the exclusivity that Isabel values.
- It inadvertently contributes to feelings of superiority and exclusion.



The Moral and Emotional Costs

While the dollhouse offers many gains for the Burnell children, Mansfield also subtly hints at
the moral complexities involved. Isabel’s privileged position and her desire to showcase the
dollhouse can lead to:

- Judgments and social exclusion of others.
- A limited understanding of kindness and empathy.
- An awareness of societal divides that extend beyond childhood.

In this way, the dollhouse becomes a symbol of both childhood innocence and societal
shortcomings.

Summary: What Do The Burnell Children Gain By Having The Doll's?

In conclusion, the Burnell children, especially Isabel Burnell, gain multiple benefits from
having the dollhouse:

- Social Status: The dollhouse elevates their position among peers, granting them
admiration and influence.

- Control and Power: It allows Isabel to exert her authority and define social boundaries.

- Pride and Self-Esteem: Possessing and displaying the dollhouse boosts their confidence
and sense of importance.

- Imaginative Play: It fosters childhood creativity and joy, providing a source of fun and
storytelling.

- ldentity Formation: The dollhouse helps shape their self-image as privileged and socially
aware children.

However, Mansfield’s story also invites reflection on the ethical implications of material
possessions in childhood—how they can both empower and divide, shaping perceptions of
self and others. For Isabel Burnell and her siblings, the dollhouse is much more than a toy;
it is a vessel of social aspiration, childhood innocence, and the complex realities of growing
up in a society defined by class and status.

Final Thoughts: The Lasting Impact of the Dollhouse

"The Doll House" serves as a timeless exploration of childhood, social hierarchy, and human
nature. For Isabel Burnell, the dollhouse embodies her desire for recognition and belonging,
offering her a sense of achievement and influence. Yet, Mansfield’s nuanced storytelling
reminds us that material possessions in childhood often mirror larger societal
values—values that can foster pride or exclusion, kindness or prejudice. Recognizing what
the Burnell children gain from the dollhouse allows readers to reflect on how childhood
experiences shape our understanding of ourselves and others, making the story both a
personal and social commentary.
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