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Understanding the importance of active voice in writing is crucial for clarity, engagement, and
professionalism. When constructing sentences, choosing between active and passive voice can
significantly impact how your message is perceived. In this article, we will explore the concept of
active voice, analyze a sample paragraph to identify which sentence should be rewritten, and
provide comprehensive guidance on transforming passive constructions into active ones. Whether
you're a student, professional writer, or content creator, mastering this skill will enhance your
writing quality and improve your SEO effectiveness.

What Is Active Voice and Why Is It Important?

Definition of Active Voice

Active voice occurs when the subject of the sentence performs the action expressed by the verb. It is
direct, clear, and dynamic. For example:

- Active: The scientist discovered the cure.

- Passive: The cure was discovered by the scientist.

Benefits of Using Active Voice

Using active voice offers several advantages:
e Clarity: Sentences are straightforward and easy to understand.
¢ Engagement: Active sentences tend to be more lively and compelling.
e Conciseness: They often require fewer words, making your writing more efficient.

e SEO Optimization: Search engines favor clear and direct language, improving your content’s
ranking.

Analyzing the Sample Paragraph



Let's consider a hypothetical paragraph related to medical research and cures:

Some promising results have been achieved in the search for a cure for the disease. It has been
discovered by researchers that early intervention can significantly improve patient outcomes. The
development of new treatments is being pursued by many teams worldwide. The disease was initially
thought to be untreatable, but recent studies have shown otherwise.

In this paragraph, the sentences are primarily in passive voice:

- "Some promising results have been achieved in the search for a cure for the disease." (Passive)
- "It has been discovered by researchers that early intervention can significantly improve patient
outcomes." (Passive)

- "The development of new treatments is being pursued by many teams worldwide." (Passive)

- "The disease was initially thought to be untreatable, but recent studies have shown otherwise."
(Passive)

Identifying the Sentence That Should Be Rewritten in
Active Voice

Among these, the sentence that particularly benefits from rewriting into active voice is:

"It has been discovered by researchers that early intervention can significantly improve patient
outcomes."

This sentence is passive and somewhat awkward. Rewriting it in active voice will make the
statement clearer, more direct, and more engaging.

Why Rewrite This Sentence?

- The sentence uses a passive construction ("It has been discovered by researchers"), which can
obscure who is performing the action.

- The focus shifts away from the researchers and their efforts.

- Active voice emphasizes the role of researchers, making the sentence more impactful.

How to Rewrite the Sentence in Active Voice

Step-by-Step Process

1. Identify the subject and the action:
- Subject: Researchers
- Action: discovered that early intervention improves outcomes

2. Rearrange the sentence to place the subject before the verb:
- Instead of "It has been discovered by researchers," write "Researchers have discovered"



3. Maintain the original meaning:
- The phrase "that early intervention can significantly improve patient outcomes" remains as the
object of the discovery.

4. Construct the new sentence:
- "Researchers have discovered that early intervention can significantly improve patient outcomes.'

Final Rewritten Sentence in Active Voice

"Researchers have discovered that early intervention can significantly improve patient outcomes."

This version clearly states who performed the action, uses active construction, and improves
readability.

Additional Tips for Using Active Voice Effectively

» Identify passive sentences: Look for forms of "to be" + past participle (e.g., is written, was
discovered, are being pursued).

¢ Focus on the doer: Make sure the subject performing the action is explicit.

* Keep sentences concise: Avoid unnecessary words that can make active sentences
cumbersome.

» Balance active and passive voice: Not all passive sentences need rewriting—use active
voice where it adds clarity and impact.

Impact of Active Voice on SEO and Readability

Enhancing SEO

Search engines prioritize clear, relevant, and engaging content. Active voice contributes to these
qualities by:

- Making sentences more straightforward.

- Increasing the likelihood of matching search queries.

- Improving user experience, which can reduce bounce rates.

Improving Readability

Readers prefer content that is easy to follow. Active voice:
- Keeps sentences direct.



- Maintains a lively tone.
- Facilitates better understanding.

Conclusion

In the context of the sample paragraph about a cure for the disease, the sentence "It has been
discovered by researchers that early intervention can significantly improve patient outcomes." is the
ideal candidate for rewriting in active voice. Transforming it into "Researchers have discovered that
early intervention can significantly improve patient outcomes" not only clarifies the subject
performing the action but also enhances the overall quality of the writing.

Mastering the skill of identifying passive constructions and converting them into active voice is
essential for effective communication, particularly in SEO-focused content. Clear, concise, and

engaging writing ensures your message resonates with your audience, improves your search engine
rankings, and establishes authority in your niche.

Summary of Key Takeaways

1. Active voice makes sentences clearer, more direct, and more engaging.
2. The sentence "It has been discovered by researchers..." should be rewritten in active voice.

3. Rewriting involves focusing on the doer of the action and restructuring the sentence
accordingly.

4. Effective use of active voice enhances SEO and improves readability.

5. Always review your writing to identify passive voice and revise for clarity.

By applying these principles consistently, you will elevate your writing quality, making your content
more compelling and accessible to your audience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the paragraph titled 'A Cure For The
Disease'?

The paragraph discusses potential treatments and efforts to cure a specific disease.



Which sentence in the paragraph should be rewritten in active
voice to improve clarity?

The sentence that should be rewritten in active voice is the one where the subject is passive or
unclear, typically the sentence that emphasizes the disease rather than the doer of the action.

Why is rewriting a sentence in active voice important in this
context?

Rewriting in active voice makes the sentence clearer, more direct, and easier for readers to
understand who is performing the action.

Can you give an example of a sentence from the paragraph
that would benefit from being in active voice?

Yes, for example, changing 'A cure for the disease was discovered by scientists' to 'Scientists
discovered a cure for the disease.'

How does converting sentences to active voice affect the
overall tone of the paragraph?

It makes the tone more engaging and assertive, enhancing the reader's understanding and interest.

What should be the key consideration when identifying which
sentence to rewrite in active voice?

The key consideration is to choose the sentence where the subject performing the action is either
omitted or passive, and rewriting it clarifies who is responsible for the action.

Additional Resources
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Understanding the importance of active voice in writing is crucial for clarity, engagement, and
directness. When analyzing a paragraph, identifying sentences that benefit from a shift from passive
to active voice can significantly improve readability. In this detailed review, we will explore the
concept of active versus passive voice, examine the importance of sentence structure, analyze the
specific paragraph in question, and determine which sentence should be rewritten to enhance clarity
and impact.



What Is Active Voice and Why Is It Important?

Definition of Active Voice

Active voice occurs when the subject of the sentence performs the action expressed by the verb. The
structure typically follows a straightforward pattern:

- Subject + Verb + Object

For example:
- "The researcher conducted the experiment."
- "The doctor cured the patient."

This contrasts with passive voice, where the subject receives the action:
- "The experiment was conducted by the researcher."
- "The patient was cured by the doctor."

Benefits of Using Active Voice

Using active voice offers multiple advantages:

- Clarity: It makes the sentence clearer by explicitly stating who is performing the action.

- Conciseness: Active sentences are generally more concise, avoiding unnecessary words.

- Engagement: They tend to be more engaging and direct, holding the reader's attention.

- Authority: Active voice often conveys confidence and authority.

- Improved readability: Especially in technical or persuasive writing, active voice enhances
understanding.

Analyzing the Paragraph: Context and Content

Suppose we have a paragraph discussing a medical breakthrough. For the purpose of this analysis,
let's consider a representative paragraph:

"A new treatment for the disease has been developed by scientists. It has been shown that the
treatment can significantly reduce symptoms. The patient’s recovery is often faster when the
treatment is administered early. Many patients have been cured by the innovative therapy. Despite
these successes, some challenges remain, and further research is being conducted to improve the
treatment."

In this paragraph, multiple sentences are written in passive voice, and identifying which one could
be improved by rewriting in active voice is critical for clarity and impact.



Identifying Sentences Suitable for Rewriting in Active
Voice

Let’s examine each sentence:

1. "A new treatment for the disease has been developed by scientists."
- Passive voice. The active version would be: "Scientists have developed a new treatment for the
disease."

2. "It has been shown that the treatment can significantly reduce symptoms."

- Passive construction. The active equivalent: "Studies show that the treatment can significantly
reduce symptoms." or "Researchers have shown that the treatment can significantly reduce
symptoms."

3. "The patient’s recovery is often faster when the treatment is administered early."
- Passive voice. Active rewrite: "Administering the treatment early often speeds up the patient’s
recovery."

4. "Many patients have been cured by the innovative therapy."
- Passive voice. Active version: "The innovative therapy has cured many patients."

5. "Despite these successes, some challenges remain, and further research is being conducted to
improve the treatment."

- The second part is passive. The active version: "Researchers are conducting further studies to
improve the treatment."

From this analysis, the sentence that most benefits from rewriting in active voice to improve clarity
and impact is:

"A new treatment for the disease has been developed by scientists."

Why Should This Sentence Be Rewritten in Active
Voice?

Impact on Clarity and Engagement

The original sentence is passive, which can sometimes obscure who is responsible for the action. In
scientific and medical writing, clarity about the actors involved—scientists, researchers, or teams—is
vital. The passive voice, while useful in some contexts, can dilute the sense of agency and
immediacy.

Rewriting in active voice makes the sentence more direct:
- Active: "Scientists have developed a new treatment for the disease."



This version clearly states who performed the action, making the sentence more straightforward and
compelling.

Enhancing Readability and Flow

Active voice tends to produce more dynamic sentences, which improve the overall flow of the
paragraph. When the subject actively performs the action, the reader's attention is naturally
directed toward the actors and their accomplishments.

In our context, emphasizing the scientists' role underscores their contribution, reinforcing the
significance of the breakthrough.

Aligning with Scientific and Technical Writing Norms

While passive voice is common in scientific literature to focus on the process or results, modern
writing standards often favor active voice to make texts more approachable and engaging. Especially
in summaries, press releases, or educational materials, active constructions better communicate
who is responsible for discoveries or actions.

Rewriting the Sentence: Practical Approach

Here's a step-by-step approach to rewriting the sentence:

1. Identify the subject performing the action: "Scientists."
2. Determine the main verb: "have developed."
3. Construct the active sentence: "Scientists have developed a new treatment for the disease."

This simple transformation enhances clarity and emphasizes the role of scientists.

Broader Implications of Using Active Voice in Medical
and Scientific Writing

Promoting Transparency and Responsibility

Active voice clearly attributes actions, which is crucial in scientific contexts where accountability
and transparency matter.



Facilitating Persuasion and Authority

In promotional or explanatory materials, active voice lends authority to the claims made.

Improving Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

In web content, active voice often aligns better with search terms and keywords, improving visibility.

Supporting Accessibility

Clear, direct sentences are easier to understand for a broad audience, including non-specialists.

Common Challenges and Misconceptions

While active voice has many benefits, some writers may hesitate to use it extensively due to
misconceptions, such as:

- Belief that passive voice is more formal or objective.
- Concern that active sentences can sound too aggressive or less neutral.

- Uncertainty about how to restructure complex sentences.

In reality, thoughtful use of active voice enhances clarity without sacrificing professionalism or
neutrality.

Conclusion: Which Sentence Should Be Rewritten?

Based on the detailed analysis, the sentence:
"A new treatment for the disease has been developed by scientists."

should be rewritten in active voice to improve clarity, engagement, and emphasis on the scientists'
role in the discovery.

Rewritten as:
"Scientists have developed a new treatment for the disease."

This transformation makes the sentence more direct, authoritative, and easier to understand,
aligning with best practices in modern writing standards.



Final Thoughts

Mastering the use of active voice is essential for effective communication across disciplines,
especially in fields like medicine and science where clarity and responsibility are paramount.
Recognizing which sentences benefit most from a voice shift allows writers to craft more compelling
and transparent narratives. When analyzing paragraphs, always consider the impact of voice on the
reader’s comprehension and engagement, and don’t hesitate to rephrase passive constructions into
active ones where appropriate.

Remember, the goal is to create content that is not only accurate but also accessible, engaging, and
authoritative. The careful use of active voice is a powerful tool in achieving this aim.
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