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In the classroom, effective communication is essential for maintaining discipline and ensuring that

students understand expectations. La Seorita Santos exemplifies this by frequently giving instructions

to her students. To communicate clearly and respectfully, especially in formal settings or when giving

commands in Spanish, teachers often use the formal command (mandato formal) form of verbs. This

guide explores how La Seorita Santos can instruct her students using the formal command form of

various common verbs, providing a comprehensive resource for understanding and applying this

grammatical structure.

---

Understanding the Formal Command (Mandato Formal) in

Spanish

Before delving into specific commands, it’s important to understand what the formal command is and

how it functions in Spanish.



Definition and Usage

The formal command (mandato formal) is a grammatical mood used to give instructions, requests, or

commands in a respectful manner, typically to someone you address as "usted" (the formal "you"). It is

commonly used by teachers, professionals, or anyone who wishes to maintain politeness and

authority.

Formation of the Formal Command

The formal command is generally formed from the present tense of the third person singular

(él/ella/usted) of the verb. The steps are as follows:

- For regular verbs, take the third person singular form of the present tense.

- For negative commands, add "no" before the verb.

- For affirmative commands, simply use the third person singular form.

Example:

- Hablar (to speak): hable (formal command to speak)

- Comer (to eat): coma

- Escribir (to write): escriba

---

Common Verbs and Their Formal Commands

In classroom instructions, teachers often use a set of common verbs to direct student behavior. Below

is a curated list of these verbs with their formal command forms, along with examples of how they can

be used effectively.



1. Hablar (to speak)

- Affirmative: Hable

- Negative: No hable

Usage:

- Hable más alto. (Speak louder.)

- No hable durante la prueba. (Do not speak during the test.)

2. Escuchar (to listen)

- Affirmative: Escuche

- Negative: No escuche

Usage:

- Escuche atentamente. (Listen carefully.)

- No escuche música en clase. (Do not listen to music in class.)

3. Escribir (to write)

- Affirmative: Escriba

- Negative: No escriba

Usage:

- Escriba su nombre en la hoja. (Write your name on the sheet.)

- No escriba en el escritorio. (Do not write on the desk.)

4. Leer (to read)

- Affirmative: Lea

- Negative: No lea



Usage:

- Lea el texto en silencio. (Read the text silently.)

- No lea en voz alta sin permiso. (Do not read aloud without permission.)

5. Levantar la mano (to raise your hand)

- Affirmative: Levante la mano

- Negative: No levante la mano

Usage:

- Levante la mano si tiene una pregunta. (Raise your hand if you have a question.)

- No levante la mano sin motivo. (Do not raise your hand without a reason.)

6. Sentarse (to sit down)

- Affirmative: Siéntese

- Negative: No se siente

Usage:

- Siéntese en su lugar. (Sit down in your seat.)

- No se siente en el pasillo. (Do not sit in the aisle.)

7. Pararse (to stand up)

- Affirmative: Párese

- Negative: No se pare

Usage:

- Párese cuando hable. (Stand up when you speak.)

- No se pare sin permiso. (Do not stand up without permission.)



8. Tomar (to take)

- Affirmative: Tome

- Negative: No tome

Usage:

- Tome su libro. (Take your book.)

- No tome objetos que no le corresponden. (Do not take objects that are not yours.)

9. Entregar (to hand in / submit)

- Affirmative: Entregue

- Negative: No entregue

Usage:

- Entregue la tarea a tiempo. (Hand in the homework on time.)

- No entregue trabajos incompletos. (Do not submit incomplete work.)

10. Repetir (to repeat)

- Affirmative: Repita

- Negative: No repita

Usage:

- Repita la instrucción. (Repeat the instruction.)

- No repita lo que no entiende. (Do not repeat what you do not understand.)

---



Constructing Formal Commands for Classroom Management

Using the correct formal command form enhances clarity and respectfulness in the classroom. Here

are some tips and examples for constructing effective commands.

Tips for Effective Formal Commands

Use clear and direct language: Be specific about what you want students to do.1.

Maintain politeness: Even commands should sound respectful.2.

Use affirmative commands primarily: They are more straightforward, but negative commands are3.

equally important for prohibitions.

Combine commands with body language: Gestures can reinforce verbal instructions.4.

Sample Classroom Commands

Por favor, lea la siguiente sección en silencio. (Please read the following section silently.)

Escriba su respuesta en el cuaderno. (Write your answer in your notebook.)

Escuche con atención las instrucciones. (Listen carefully to the instructions.)

Levante la mano si tiene una duda. (Raise your hand if you have a question.)

Siéntese en su lugar, por favor. (Sit down in your seat, please.)



No se pare sin permiso. (Do not stand up without permission.)

Entregue su tarea antes de la clase. (Submit your homework before class.)

No tome objetos que no le pertenecen. (Do not take objects that are not yours.)

---

Negative Formal Commands and Their Importance

Negative commands are equally critical in classroom settings to prevent undesirable behaviors. They

are formed by placing "no" before the affirmative command.

Common Negative Commands to Use

No hable durante la prueba. (Do not speak during the test.)1.

No escuche música en clase. (Do not listen to music in class.)2.

No escriba en los escritorios. (Do not write on the desks.)3.

No lea en voz alta sin permiso. (Do not read aloud without permission.)4.

No levante la mano sin motivo. (Do not raise your hand without a reason.)5.

No se siente en el pasillo. (Do not sit in the aisle.)6.



No tome objetos que no sean suyos. (Do not take objects that are not yours.)7.

Using these negative commands effectively helps maintain order and respect within the classroom

environment.

---

Practical Application in Classroom Scenarios

Applying formal commands appropriately can significantly improve classroom management. Here are

some scenarios and suggested commands:

Scenario 1: Starting the Class

- Por favor, siéntense en sus lugares. (Please sit down in your seats.)

- Lea las instrucciones en la pizarra. (Read the instructions on the board.)

- Escuche atentamente. (Listen attentively.)

Scenario 2: During a Test

- No hable durante la prueba. (Do not speak during the test.)

- Entregue su trabajo al terminar. (Hand in your work when finished.)

- No tome objetos de otros estudiantes. (Do not take objects from other students.)

Scenario 3: Disruptive Behavior

- No se pare sin



Frequently Asked Questions

¿Cómo se le da una orden formal a una estudiante para que estudie

más?

Estudie más.

¿Cuál es la forma formal para decirle a un estudiante que entregue su

tarea?

Entregue su tarea.

¿Cómo le indica a un alumno que escuche atentamente?

Escuche atentamente.

¿Cuál es la forma formal para decirle a un estudiante que repita la

lección?

Repita la lección.

¿Cómo se le pide a un alumno que participe en la discusión?

Participe en la discusión.

¿Qué orden se le da a un estudiante para que lea en voz alta?

Lea en voz alta.

¿Cómo le indica a un alumno que permanezca en su lugar?

Permanezca en su lugar.



Additional Resources

La Seorita Santos Is Constantly Telling Her Students What To Do—a phrase that captures the dynamic

and often instructive nature of her teaching style. Whether she’s guiding her students through complex

grammar exercises, encouraging participation in class discussions, or establishing classroom rules, her

commands serve as a vital tool to maintain order and facilitate learning. Understanding the formal

command form in Spanish is essential for students and educators alike, as it enables clear, respectful,

and effective communication in both academic and professional settings. This guide will explore the

various ways to express commands formally in Spanish, focusing on how La Seorita Santos might

phrase her instructions to her students.

---

The Importance of Formal Commands in Spanish

In Spanish, commands are used to give orders, instructions, or requests. They vary depending on the

level of formality, the number of people addressed, and the context. Formal commands, known as el

modo imperativo de usted, are used when speaking to one or more persons with respect or in formal

settings. This is especially relevant in educational environments, where teachers like La Seorita Santos

address students with a degree of formality.

Using the correct formal command form not only shows respect but also enhances clarity and

authority. For students, mastering these forms can improve their ability to communicate politely and

effectively, especially in professional or academic contexts.

---

Understanding the Formal Command Form in Spanish

The formal command form is derived from the present tense of the subjunctive mood. To form a formal

command, follow these general steps:



1. Start with the present tense of the first-person singular (yo) form of the verb.

2. Remove the -o ending.

3. Add the appropriate ending for the formal command:

- For -ar verbs: -e (usted), -en (ustedes)

- For -er and -ir verbs: -a (usted), -an (ustedes)

Example: Hablar (to speak)

- Yo form: hablo

- Remove -o: habl-

- Add -e for singular (usted): hable

- Add -en for plural (ustedes): hablen

Example: Comer (to eat)

- Yo form: como

- Remove -o: com-

- Add -a for singular: coma

- Add -an for plural: coman

Example: Escribir (to write)

- Yo form: escribo

- Remove -o: escrib-

- Add -a for singular: escriba

- Add -an for plural: escriban

---

Formal Commands for Common Classroom Instructions

La Seorita Santos often uses formal commands to guide her students' actions. Here is a list of typical

instructions, along with their formal command forms:



1. Open your books.

- Formal command: Abra sus libros.

2. Sit down.

- Formal command: Siéntese. (from sentarse, a reflexive verb; note the use of the reflexive pronoun

and accent)

3. Listen carefully.

- Formal command: Escuche con atención.

4. Please read the paragraph aloud.

- Formal command: Por favor, lea el párrafo en voz alta.

5. Answer the question.

- Formal command: Responda a la pregunta.

6. Write your answers on the board.

- Formal command: Escriba sus respuestas en la pizarra.

7. Work with your partner.

- Formal command: Trabaje con su compañero.

8. Repeat after me.

- Formal command: Repita después de mí.

9. Stand up.

- Formal command: Póngase de pie.

10. Close your notebooks.

- Formal command: Cierre sus cuadernos.



---

Handling Reflexive and Irregular Verbs in Formal Commands

Many classroom instructions involve reflexive verbs or irregular verbs, which require special attention

when conjugating in the formal imperative.

Reflexive Verbs

Reflexive pronouns are attached to the end of the verb (with an accent if necessary). For example:

- Levántese (from levantarse, to get up)

- Siéntese (from sentarse, to sit down)

- Vístase (from vestirse, to dress)

Irregular Verbs

Some verbs have irregular formal command forms, such as:

| Verb | Formal Command (usted) | Formal Command (ustedes) |

|------------|-------------------------|--------------------------|

| Dar | Dé | Den |

| Estar | Esté | Estén |

| Ir | Vaya | Vayan |

| Saber | Sepa | Sepan |

| Ser | Sea | Sean |

Note: Irregular commands often have unique forms that must be memorized, as they do not follow the

standard pattern.

---



Practical Tips for Teaching and Using Formal Commands

- Use clear pronunciation and enunciation when giving commands to ensure understanding.

- Incorporate gestures to reinforce the instructions visually.

- Practice with role-playing scenarios where students respond to formal commands.

- Encourage students to create their own commands using vocabulary relevant to their lessons.

- Review irregular and reflexive verb forms regularly to build confidence and accuracy.

---

Summary: The Formal Command Form in Action

| Instruction | Formal Command | Explanation |

|---------------------------------|--------------------------------|----------------------------------------------------------|

| Open your books. | Abra sus libros. | Uses abrir (to open) in the "usted" form. |

| Sit down. | Siéntese. | Reflexive verb sentarse, with pronoun attached. |

| Listen carefully. | Escuche con atención. | From escuchar (to listen). |

| Repeat after me. | Repita después de mí. | From repetir (to repeat). |

| Write your answers. | Escriba sus respuestas. | From escribir. |

---

Final Thoughts

Mastering the formal command form in Spanish is essential for effective and respectful communication,

especially in formal settings like classrooms, meetings, or professional correspondence. For educators

like La Seorita Santos, employing these commands ensures clarity and maintains a respectful tone

with her students. For students, understanding and practicing these forms enhances their language

proficiency and prepares them for real-world interactions.

Remember, the key to fluency with formal commands lies in consistent practice, familiarity with



irregular and reflexive forms, and applying these instructions in context. Whether giving directions,

asking questions, or setting rules, the formal command is a powerful tool to command respect and

facilitate learning in Spanish-speaking environments.
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