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As the world teeters on the brink of unprecedented conflict in 1917, the question of whether the
United States should enter the Great War becomes increasingly urgent. On this April 5th, many
Americans are grappling with the implications of joining a European-wide conflict that has already
claimed millions of lives. Should the U.S. heed the call to arms, or remain neutral in this tumultuous
time? This letter aims to explore the critical arguments on both sides, shedding light on the strategic,
moral, and economic considerations shaping American policy at this pivotal moment.

The Case for U.S. Entry into the Great War

1. Protecting National Security and Economic Interests
The United States, while geographically distant from the European battlegrounds, has significant
economic ties with the Allied powers—Britain, France, and Russia. American banks and businesses
have extended loans and supplied war materials, making the outcome of the conflict directly relevant
to the nation's economic stability.

Loans to Allies: The U.S. has extended substantial financial aid to Britain and France, which
could be jeopardized should the Allies fall or be forced to capitulate.

Trade and Supplies: American industries are heavily involved in producing munitions, ships, and
other war supplies, which could be compromised if the U.S. remains neutral for too long.

Security Concerns: German U-boat warfare threatens American shipping, risking lives and
economic assets, thus compelling intervention to safeguard national interests.

2. Defending Democratic Values and Moral Responsibility
Many proponents argue that the United States has a moral obligation to support democracy and
oppose autocratic regimes exemplified by Imperial Germany and Austria-Hungary.

Opposition to Unrestricted Submarine Warfare: Germany’s policy of sinking ships without
warning endangers innocent lives, including American citizens.



Supporting Democratic Allies: Britain and France represent democratic nations fighting against
autocratic empires, aligning U.S. ideals with their cause.

Preserving International Order: U.S. entry can help shape a post-war world based on justice,
democracy, and international cooperation.

3. National Unity and Patriotism
Joining the war effort could serve to unify the American people, especially amid domestic divisions
over immigration, ethnicity, and economic disparity.

National Identity: Supporting the war effort can foster a sense of shared purpose and patriotism
among Americans.

Mobilization of Resources: Engagement in war can stimulate economic growth and technological
innovation, benefiting the nation in the long run.

International Leadership: Demonstrating resolve on the world stage enhances America’s stature
and influence in global affairs.

The Arguments Against U.S. Entry into the Great War

1. Avoiding the Human Cost of War
Opponents emphasize the devastating loss of life and suffering that war entails, cautioning against
rushing into conflict without fully considering the human toll.

Loss of American Lives: Thousands of young Americans could be killed or wounded in the
fighting.

War Trauma: The psychological and social consequences for returning soldiers and their
communities can be profound and lasting.

Moral Reservations: Many believe that war should be a last resort, not a first response,
especially for conflicts rooted in distant European disputes.

2. The Tradition of Neutrality and Non-Intervention
Historically, the United States has maintained a policy of neutrality, avoiding entangling alliances that



could drag the nation into European conflicts.

Preservation of Peace: Remaining neutral helps prevent the U.S. from becoming embroiled in
foreign wars that do not directly threaten its security.

Economic Benefits of Neutrality: Continued trade with all sides allows for economic growth
without the risks associated with war.

Domestic Divisions: War could deepen internal conflicts, especially among immigrant
communities with ties to Europe, threatening national cohesion.

3. Focus on Domestic Issues
Some argue that the U.S. should prioritize addressing internal problems such as economic inequality,
social unrest, and industrial development rather than engaging in overseas conflicts.

Economic Stability: Post-recession recovery efforts may be better served by focusing on
domestic growth rather than wartime expenditure.

Social Unity: War could exacerbate racial, ethnic, and class divisions within American society.

Preserving Civil Liberties: Wartime measures often lead to restrictions on free speech and civil
rights, which some Americans wish to avoid.

Strategic Considerations and Future Implications

1. The Impact on Post-War International Relations
The decision to enter the Great War will significantly influence America's role on the world stage after
the conflict ends.

Leadership in Peace Negotiations: U.S. involvement could position it as a key player in shaping
the post-war order, including the League of Nations.

Preventing Future Conflicts: Active participation may help establish mechanisms to resolve
disputes peacefully in the future.

Global Power Dynamics: Engagement in the war could accelerate U.S. rise as a dominant global
power, altering traditional European dominance.



2. The Risks of Entrenchment and Uncertain Outcomes
Conversely, entering the war involves risks of prolonged conflict, economic strain, and unforeseen
consequences.

Extended Warfare: The conflict could drag on for years, draining resources and morale.

Economic Disruptions: War-related expenses and destruction could hamper recovery efforts at
home.

International Instability: U.S. involvement might escalate tensions and lead to new conflicts or
alliances detrimental to national interests.

Conclusion: Weighing the Pros and Cons on April 5th

As Americans reflect on the question of whether to enter the Great War, the decision hinges on
balancing moral responsibility, national security, economic interests, and the desire for peace. On this
April 5th, it is clear that the choice is complex, with compelling arguments on both sides. While
intervention could uphold democratic values and protect vital interests, the human cost and risks of
entanglement are equally significant. Ultimately, the United States must carefully consider its role in a
rapidly changing world, aiming to promote peace, stability, and justice for future generations.
Whatever path is chosen, it is crucial that the nation acts with wisdom, compassion, and a clear
understanding of the profound consequences that lie ahead.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main arguments in favor of the United States
entering the Great War in the letter dated April 5th?
Proponents argued that entering the war would protect American economic interests, uphold
democratic values, and support allies facing aggression, especially given the threat posed by German
submarines and unrestricted warfare.

How did the letter address the potential risks of U.S.
involvement in the Great War?
The letter acknowledged the risks of war, including loss of life and economic disruption, but
emphasized that remaining neutral could harm national security and moral integrity, making
intervention a moral duty.



What role did public opinion and media play in shaping the
argument for U.S. entry into the Great War according to the
letter?
The letter suggested that media campaigns and public sentiment were increasingly supportive of
intervention, highlighting stories of German atrocities and economic ties to allies to sway opinion in
favor of entering the war.

Did the letter mention any alternative actions the U.S. could
take instead of entering the Great War?
Yes, the letter considered the possibility of continued neutrality and diplomatic efforts, but ultimately
argued that inaction could compromise national interests and moral responsibilities, making
intervention the necessary course.

How does the letter reflect the broader national debate about
America's role in global conflicts during April 1917?
The letter captures the tension between isolationist tendencies and the push for international
involvement, illustrating the moral, economic, and strategic considerations that influenced the
decision to join the Great War.
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The question of whether the United States should involve itself in the ongoing Great War has become
a matter of intense debate across the nation, especially as April 5th marks a pivotal moment for
American policymakers and citizens alike. As the conflict rages across Europe, with millions of lives
lost and nations torn apart, the decision to enter the war is not one to be taken lightly. This letter
aims to explore the various facets of this critical issue, weighing the potential benefits and drawbacks
of American involvement, and offering a balanced perspective on the path forward.

The Context of the Great War and American Neutrality

Historical Background
The Great War, or World War I, ignited in 1914 and rapidly expanded into a global conflict involving
major powers divided into the Allies and the Central Powers. The United States, under President
Woodrow Wilson, initially adopted a policy of neutrality, seeking to avoid entanglement in European
disputes. This stance was rooted in a desire to maintain peace and protect American interests, both
economically and politically.



Current Situation in April 1915
By April 1915, the war has been raging for over a year, with significant battles such as the Battle of
Gallipoli and the sinking of ships like the Lusitania intensifying international tensions. The U.S.
remains officially neutral, but economic ties with Allied nations have grown stronger, raising questions
about the true nature of American neutrality and whether it can be maintained indefinitely.

Arguments in Favor of U.S. Entry into the War

Many advocates argue that American involvement is not only justified but necessary for moral,
economic, and strategic reasons.

Protecting Democratic Values and Humanitarian Interests
- The atrocities committed by the Central Powers, including the use of chemical weapons and brutal
warfare tactics, highlight the need to defend democratic ideals and human rights.
- Entering the war could help stop the spread of tyranny and uphold justice on the international stage.

Ensuring National Security and Defense
- The sinking of ships like the Lusitania, which carried American civilians, underscores the threat
posed to U.S. citizens and economic interests.
- Engaging in the war could serve as a deterrent against future attacks and protect American
sovereignty.

Economic Benefits and Mobilization
- The Allied nations have become major trading partners, and involvement could stimulate American
industry and employment.
- War production would boost manufacturing sectors such as steel, textiles, and munitions, fostering
economic growth.

Strategic Positioning on the Global Stage
- Establishing a role in the post-war order could elevate the United States to a position of global
influence.
- Participation aligns with the notion of America’s destiny as a leader promoting democracy and
peace.

Counterarguments and Concerns Against U.S. Entry

Opponents of intervention raise valid points about the costs, risks, and potential consequences for the
nation.



Risk to American Lives and Resources
- War inevitably leads to loss of American lives, as history has shown with previous conflicts.
- The economic toll of mobilization and wartime expenditures may strain national resources and divert
attention from domestic issues.

Potential for Prolonged Conflict and Entanglement
- Entering the war could entangle the U.S. in a lengthy and devastating conflict, similar to European
wars of the past.
- There is concern about becoming involved in a war that may not directly threaten American security
but could drag the nation into endless violence.

Ethical and Moral Dilemmas
- Some argue that America’s tradition of neutrality and peace should be maintained, avoiding the
moral ambiguities of war.
- The question of intervention raises concerns about the justification for entering a conflict driven by
European political disputes.

Impact on American Society and Ideals
- War could cause internal divisions, especially among immigrant communities with ties to belligerent
nations.
- The disruption of peace and stability at home might undermine American values and social
cohesion.

Features and Considerations for Decision-Making

As the nation contemplates its next steps, several features and considerations should guide the
decision-making process.

Public Opinion and Democratic Process
- Engaging with the American populace through debates and consultations ensures that the decision
reflects the will of the people.
- The government must balance national interests with public sentiment and moral considerations.

International Alliances and Obligations
- The U.S. must evaluate its commitments to allies and whether joining the war aligns with its foreign
policy goals.
- The potential for shaping the post-war order favors involvement, but only if it serves national
interests.



Preparation and Military Readiness
- Adequate military preparedness is essential for effective participation.
- The nation should consider whether it has the capacity to contribute meaningfully without
compromising domestic stability.

Long-term Implications
- The decision should account for the potential aftermath, including peace negotiations,
reconstruction, and the future role of the U.S. on the world stage.

Conclusion: A Critical Crossroads

As we stand on April 5th, the United States faces a pivotal choice: to remain neutral and observe the
unfolding tragedy or to step forward and assume a role in shaping the future of global peace and
democracy. The arguments in favor emphasize moral responsibility, economic opportunity, and
strategic influence, while the counterarguments caution against the human and financial costs of war.
Ultimately, the decision must be guided by a clear understanding of national interests, moral
imperatives, and the capacity to bear the burdens of conflict.

In weighing these perspectives, it becomes evident that entering the Great War is not a decision to be
made lightly. It demands careful consideration of both the immediate circumstances and the lasting
consequences. Whether the U.S. chooses the path of intervention or continued neutrality, it must do
so with a resolve rooted in national values and a commitment to safeguarding peace and justice for
future generations.
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