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was a pivotal event in American history, addressing numerous challenges faced by the
young nation under the Articles of Confederation. The convention aimed to create a
stronger federal government capable of managing economic stability, national defense,
and internal order while balancing power among the states and the federal authority. This
article explores the key issues that prompted the convention and how the solutions crafted
by the framers laid the foundation for the modern federal government. Understanding
these connections helps clarify how America's governmental structure emerged as a
response to specific problems.

Economic Disarray and the Solution: Establishing
a Strong Central Authority

Issue: Economic Instability and Lack of Uniformity
The Articles of Confederation proved inadequate in managing the economy. States often
imposed tariffs on each other, currencies were inconsistent, and debt from the
Revolutionary War was widespread. This fragmentation hindered commerce and
undermined national prosperity. Additionally, Congress lacked the power to regulate
interstate trade or impose taxes, leading to financial crises and an inability to fund
national initiatives.

Solution: The Commerce and Taxation Clauses
The Constitutional Convention addressed these issues by empowering the federal
government with specific powers:

Commerce Clause (Article I, Section 8, Clause 3): Gave Congress the authority
to regulate interstate and international commerce, promoting economic unity and
reducing trade barriers among states.

Taxation Power (Article I, Section 8, Clause 1): Enabled Congress to levy taxes
directly, ensuring a stable revenue stream for national needs, including defense and
infrastructure.

This shift allowed the federal government to intervene in economic matters, fostering a
more integrated and robust economy.



Defense and Security Challenges: Creating a
Federal Military and Defense System

Issue: Inadequate Defense and Reliance on State
Militias
Under the Articles, the federal government lacked an army or navy, leaving national
defense dependent on state militias. This arrangement was inefficient and inconsistent,
especially during external threats or internal unrest, such as Shays' Rebellion.

Solution: The Power to Raise and Maintain an Army
The Constitution grants Congress specific powers related to defense:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 12: The power to raise and support armies.

Article I, Section 8, Clause 13: The authority to maintain a navy.

The Necessary and Proper Clause (Article I, Section 8, Clause 18): Allowed
Congress flexibility to create a military structure suited to national needs.

These provisions established a centralized military force, ensuring national security and
enabling coordinated defense strategies.

Internal Order and Justice: Establishing a Federal
Judiciary and Law Enforcement

Issue: Lack of Uniform Legal System and Judicial
Authority
The Articles did not provide a national judiciary, leading to inconsistent application of laws
across states and difficulty resolving disputes between states or regarding federal law.

Solution: The Creation of a Federal Judiciary System
The Constitution introduced the federal judiciary to uphold the rule of law:

Article III: Established the Supreme Court and allowed Congress to create lower
courts.

Judicial Review: The power of courts to interpret laws and determine their



constitutionality, ensuring federal laws are uniformly applied.

This framework provided a mechanism for resolving disputes and maintaining order
across the nation.

Representation and Governance: Balancing Power
Between Large and Small States

Issue: Disparities in State Populations and
Representation
The Articles of Confederation featured a unicameral legislature with equal representation
for each state, regardless of population. This system favored smaller states and limited the
federal government's ability to enact effective legislation.

Solution: The Great Compromise (Connecticut
Compromise)
The convention devised a bicameral legislature to balance interests:

House of Representatives: Representation based on population, favoring larger
states.

Senate: Equal representation for each state (two senators each), protecting smaller
states' interests.

This compromise ensured fair representation and prevented dominance by any single
group, fostering national unity.

Protection of Individual Rights and Limiting
Federal Power

Issue: Lack of Explicit Protections for Citizens’ Rights
The Articles did not include a bill of rights, raising concerns about potential federal
overreach and infringement on individual liberties.



Solution: The Bill of Rights (First Ten Amendments)
The Constitution was amended to explicitly safeguard civil liberties:

Freedom of speech, religion, and press

Right to assemble and petition

Protection against unreasonable searches and seizures

Right to a fair trial and due process

Protection against cruel and unusual punishment

These amendments limited federal power and guaranteed fundamental rights, addressing
fears of tyranny.

Conclusion: The Federal Government as a
Response to Foundational Issues
The solutions created by the Constitutional Convention directly responded to the pressing
issues faced under the Articles of Confederation. By establishing a strong yet balanced
federal government—capable of regulating commerce, providing for national defense,
ensuring justice, and protecting individual rights—the framers laid the groundwork for the
United States' political system. These foundational changes fostered stability, unity, and
prosperity, enabling the nation to grow into a powerful and cohesive entity. Understanding
how each issue was addressed underscores the deliberate and thoughtful design of the
U.S. Constitution, which continues to serve as the blueprint for American governance
today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the constitutional solution to the issue of
representation in Congress?
The Constitutional Convention resolved this by creating the Great Compromise, which
established a bicameral legislature with proportional representation in the House and
equal representation in the Senate.

How did the Convention address the issue of federal
versus state powers?
They adopted the Supremacy Clause, establishing that the Constitution and federal laws
take precedence over state laws, thus defining the scope of federal authority.



What was the constitutional solution to the concern
over individual rights?
The Bill of Rights was added to the Constitution to guarantee fundamental rights and
liberties to individuals, addressing fears of government overreach.

How did the Convention resolve the issue of counting
slaves for representation and taxation?
They agreed on the Three-Fifths Compromise, counting each slave as three-fifths of a
person for purposes of representation and taxation.

What solution was created to address the issue of
executive power?
The Convention established the Electoral College and a presidential system with checks
and balances to prevent tyranny and concentrate power.

How was the issue of voting rights and who could
participate addressed?
The Constitution initially left voting rights to the states, but it laid the groundwork for
future amendments to expand suffrage, such as the 15th, 19th, and 26th Amendments.

What was the solution to the problem of the national
debt and economic stability?
The Convention supported assuming state debts and establishing a national bank to
stabilize the economy, as outlined in Hamilton’s financial plan.

How did the Convention resolve issues related to the
structure of government and power distribution?
They created a federal system with shared sovereignty between national and state
governments, along with a system of checks and balances among the three branches.

What was the constitutional response to concerns about
potential tyranny of the majority?
The system of indirect election (via the Electoral College and Senate), along with a
separation of powers, was designed to limit direct influence of popular passions on
government decisions.

How did the Convention address the issue of ratification



and ensuring states' approval?
They drafted the Constitution with a provision for ratification by nine states, creating a
process that encouraged states to approve the new framework of government.
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The Constitutional Convention of 1787 stands as one of the most pivotal moments in
American history, shaping the framework of the federal government and addressing the
myriad issues that arose under the Articles of Confederation. This comprehensive
investigation explores the key issues that plagued the fledgling United States, the
innovative solutions devised by the Convention, and how these solutions continue to
influence the functioning of the federal government today.

---

Introduction: The Crises Under the Articles of
Confederation

The Articles of Confederation, ratified in 1781, served as the first constitution of the
United States. However, its weaknesses soon became apparent as the nation faced
multiple crises:

- Economic instability and interstate commerce issues
- Lack of centralized authority to regulate taxes or trade
- Inability to raise revenue or maintain national defense
- Problems with national unity and interstate disputes
- The threat of internal unrest, such as Shays' Rebellion

These issues underscored the necessity of a more robust federal structure, prompting the
convening of the Constitutional Convention to craft a new framework.

---

Issue 1: Lack of Centralized Authority to Regulate
Commerce and Taxation

The Problem

Under the Articles, Congress lacked the power to regulate interstate or international
commerce, leading to economic chaos. States imposed tariffs on each other, and there was



no uniform system for taxation, resulting in inconsistent revenue streams to support the
national government.

The Convention’s Solution: Establishing a Stronger Federal Authority

- Commerce Clause (Article I, Section 8): Empowered Congress to regulate commerce with
foreign nations and among the states.
- Taxation Powers (Article I, Section 8): Gave Congress the authority to lay and collect
taxes, duties, imposts, and excises to fund national needs.

Impact on the Federal Government

This solution created a federal authority capable of regulating trade and generating
revenue, laying the groundwork for economic stability and a unified national policy.

---

Issue 2: Inability of the Federal Government to
Raise Revenue

The Problem

The Confederation Congress could request funds from states but lacked the power to
impose taxes directly. This led to chronic shortages of revenue, hampering national
defense, debt repayment, and public works.

The Convention’s Solution: Introducing Federal Taxation

- Power to Levy Taxes (Article I, Section 8): The Constitution explicitly granted Congress
the power to raise revenue through taxes.
- Due Process and Fairness: Provisions ensuring that taxation would be equitable and
authorized by representatives elected by the people.

Consequences

This shift allowed the federal government to sustain its operations independently,
ensuring financial stability and the capacity to implement national policies.

---

Issue 3: Weak Executive Authority and Lack of
Leadership

The Problem



The Articles lacked a strong executive branch, resulting in inconsistent enforcement of
laws and a lack of national leadership, especially during crises.

The Convention’s Solution: Creation of the Executive Branch

- President (Article II): Established a single President with defined powers, including
executing federal laws, serving as Commander-in-Chief, and conducting foreign affairs.
- Checks and Balances: Provided mechanisms for impeachment and limited powers to
prevent tyranny.

Outcomes

The establishment of the presidency created a central figure of authority, enabling
efficient decision-making and leadership during national emergencies.

---

Issue 4: Lack of a National Judiciary

The Problem

The Articles did not establish a national judiciary, leaving disputes between states
unresolved and creating a lack of consistent legal interpretation.

The Convention’s Solution: Creation of a Federal Judiciary

- Supreme Court (Article III): Established a single Supreme Court as the highest judicial
authority.
- Federal Courts: Allowed Congress to create lower courts as needed.
- Judicial Review: Implicitly provided the judiciary with the power to interpret laws and
ensure they conformed to the Constitution.

Significance

This created a system for resolving disputes uniformly and upheld the supremacy of
federal law over state laws.

---

Issue 5: Representation and State Sovereignty

The Problem

States varied greatly in size and population, leading to disputes over representation and
the balance of power between large and small states.



The Convention’s Solution: The Great Compromise

- Bicameral Legislature:
- Senate: Equal representation (two per state), satisfying small states.
- House of Representatives: Representation based on population, satisfying large states.
- Combined System: Ensured both population and state sovereignty considerations.

Effectiveness

The Great Compromise balanced interests, fostering cooperation and preventing
dominance by either large or small states.

---

Issue 6: Slavery and Representation

The Problem

The presence of slavery complicated representation and taxation, with conflicting interests
between slaveholding and non-slaveholding states.

The Convention’s Solution: The Three-Fifths Compromise

- Three-Fifths Clause (Article I, Section 2): Counted enslaved individuals as three-fifths of
a person for purposes of representation and taxation.
- Fugitive Slave Clause (Article IV, Section 2): Provided that escaped slaves would be
returned to their owners.

Impact

While a compromise, it temporarily deferred the moral issue of slavery, but it increased
Southern political power.

---

Issue 7: Ensuring Ratification and Limiting
Federal Power

The Problem

States were wary of a strong central government infringing on their sovereignty, leading
to demands for protections of individual and state rights.

The Convention’s Solution: Federalism and the Bill of Rights

- Federal System: Divided power between national and state governments.



- Bill of Rights (added in 1791): First ten amendments guaranteed fundamental rights and
limited federal power, addressing fears of tyranny.

Outcomes

These provisions secured broad support for ratification, balancing federal authority with
individual freedoms.

---

Conclusion: The Lasting Legacy of the
Constitutional Convention’s Solutions

The solutions crafted during the 1787 Constitutional Convention fundamentally
transformed the American political landscape. They created a federal government with the
authority to regulate commerce, levy taxes, enforce laws, and provide a system of justice.
These innovations addressed the critical issues faced under the Articles of Confederation,
fostering a more unified, stable, and capable nation.

Today, the principles established—such as the separation of powers, federalism, and
checks and balances—remain central to the operation of the U.S. government. While
debates over the scope of federal authority continue, the solutions devised at the
Convention provided a durable framework that has guided the nation through centuries of
change and challenge.

In essence, each issue faced by the young republic was met with a carefully considered
solution that balanced competing interests, laid the foundation for effective governance,
and ensured the survival and growth of the United States as a constitutional democracy.
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