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Mr. Rushworth Was From The First Struck With The Beauty Of Miss Bertram, And
Being Inclined To Marry, his admiration for her was evident from their
initial acquaintance. This fascination soon blossomed into a firm intention
to marry, driven by both his affection and societal aspirations. In this
article, we explore the character of Mr. Rushworth, his infatuation with Miss
Bertram, and the broader themes of love, social class, and marriage as
depicted in Jane Austen’s Mansfield Park.

Understanding Mr. Rushworth: A Character
Overview

Who Was Mr. Rushworth?

Mr. Rushworth is a minor but significant character in Jane Austen’s Mansfield
Park. He is a wealthy, somewhat naive gentleman from Sotherton, known for his
affable nature and a strong desire to improve his social standing through
marriage. His character embodies the qualities of a traditional, marriage-
minded gentleman of the early 19th century.

Personality Traits and Social Aspirations

- Naivety and Good-Naturedness: Mr. Rushworth is often portrayed as good-
humored and well-meaning, though not particularly perceptive.

- Strong Social Ambitions: He is eager to elevate his status and is
influenced heavily by notions of social hierarchy.

- Marriage-Oriented Mindset: His primary motivation throughout the story is
marriage, especially to someone of higher social standing or great beauty.

The Spark of Attraction: First Impressions of
Miss Bertram



Initial Fascination and Physical Attraction

Mr. Rushworth's first encounter with Miss Bertram was marked by immediate
admiration. Her beauty made a lasting impression on him, and he quickly
became enamored with her appearance. Austen subtly emphasizes how physical
attraction often plays a pivotal role in early romantic feelings.

Reasons Behind His Immediate Attraction

- Her Elegant Appearance: Miss Bertram’s grace and beauty captivated him from
the outset.

- Her Social Position: As a member of the Bertram family, she represented a
desirable alliance.

- The Romantic Ideal: Mr. Rushworth’s impression was also influenced by his
idealized notions of love and marriage.

Developing Feelings: From Attraction to
Inclination to Marry

The Emotional Progression

Initially driven by physical attraction, Mr. Rushworth’s feelings mature into
a genuine inclination to marry Miss Bertram. His admiration deepens as he
perceives her as a suitable wife, aligning with his aspirations.

Factors Influencing His Decision

- Her Beauty and Charm: Continual admiration for her appearance and demeanor.
- His Desire for Social Climbing: Marrying Miss Bertram would significantly
boost his social standing.

- His Personal Inclinations: A strong desire to settle down and establish a
family.

Why Did He Want to Marry Her?

- To fulfill societal expectations of marriage.
- To gain a partner who conformed to his ideals of femininity and beauty.
- To strengthen his social connections through advantageous marriage.



Marriage Aspirations and Societal Context

The Role of Marriage in Early 19th Century Society

Marriage during Austen’s era was a strategic alliance, often influenced by
social class, wealth, and family connections. For Mr. Rushworth, the idea of
marrying Miss Bertram was not only personal but also a matter of social
mobility.

Mr. Rushworth’s View on Marriage

- Pragmatic and Aspirational: He viewed marriage as a means to secure his
future.

- Idealistic Notions: His feelings were rooted in romantic notions of love,
but heavily tinted by societal expectations.

- Lack of Depth: His understanding of love and compatibility was superficial,
primarily based on external qualities.

The Dynamics of Mr. Rushworth’s Courtship

His Approach to Pursuing Miss Bertram

Mr. Rushworth’s pursuit of Miss Bertram was characterized by earnestness but
also naivety. He believed that his affection and social standing would
naturally lead to marriage.

Interactions and Courtship Behavior

- He was persistent yet somewhat awkward in his attempts to win her favor.
- His conversations often revolved around his own qualities and intentions.
- He relied heavily on social signals and formal manners, typical of his
class.

Obstacles and Challenges

- Miss Bertram’s own feelings and preferences sometimes conflicted with his
intentions.

- The interference of other characters, such as her sister and family
members, complicated the courtship.

- His lack of emotional depth sometimes hindered genuine connection.



The Outcome and Reflection on Mr. Rushworth’s
Marital Aspirations

Marriage to Miss Bertram

Despite his earnestness, Mr. Rushworth’s marriage to Miss Bertram was more a
union of convenience and societal expectation than a passionate romance.
Austen depicts this as a reflection of the era’s marriage customs.

Post-Marriage Expectations and Realities

- The marriage was marked by a lack of deep emotional understanding.

- Mr. Rushworth’s happiness was largely dependent on external factors, such
as social status.

- Miss Bertram’s own feelings were complex and sometimes conflicted with her
husband’s ambitions.

Lessons from Mr. Rushworth’s Experience

- The importance of genuine emotional connection in marriage.

- The limitations of marrying solely for social advancement.

- The need for mutual understanding and compatibility beyond superficial
attractions.

Broader Themes Explored Through Mr. Rushworth’s
Character

Marriage and Social Class

Mr. Rushworth’s marriage reflects the societal norms of Austen’s time, where
marriage was often viewed as a social contract rather than a union of love.

Love Versus Social Status

His infatuation with Miss Bertram underscores the tension between romantic
desire and societal expectations. Austen subtly criticizes the superficiality
of such arrangements.



Naivety and Maturity

Mr. Rushworth’s character exemplifies the journey from naive infatuation to a
more mature understanding of relationships, albeit somewhat delayed.

Conclusion: The Significance of Mr. Rushworth’s
Courtship in Mansfield Park

In summary, Mr. Rushworth’s fascination with Miss Bertram and his subsequent
desire to marry her encapsulate key themes in Austen’s Mansfield Park: the
societal pressures surrounding marriage, the importance of external
appearances, and the often superficial nature of romantic pursuits during the
period. His character serves as a reminder of the necessity of genuine
affection and understanding in lasting relationships, contrasting sharply
with more passionate characters in Austen’s novels.

By examining Mr. Rushworth’s motivations and actions, readers gain insight
into the societal expectations of early 19th-century England and the enduring
relevance of authentic love over superficial attractions. His story is a
testament to the complexities of marriage and the importance of aligning love
with personal values—a lesson as pertinent today as it was in Austen’s time.

Keywords: Mr. Rushworth, Miss Bertram, Austen’s Mansfield Park, marriage in
early 19th century, social class and marriage, romantic infatuation, societal
expectations, love and social standing, Austen character analysis, marriage
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Frequently Asked Questions

What initially attracted Mr. Rushworth to Miss
Bertram?

Mr. Rushworth was struck by the beauty of Miss Bertram, which captivated him
from the first moment he saw her.

How did Mr. Rushworth's feelings towards Miss
Bertram influence his actions?

His admiration of her beauty and his inclination to marry her led him to
pursue her, considering her as a suitable match.



Did Mr. Rushworth's admiration for Miss Bertram
develop into genuine affection?

While he was initially captivated by her beauty, his romantic feelings seemed
to be more superficial and based on appearance rather than deep affection.

How did Miss Bertram feel about Mr. Rushworth's
proposal?

Miss Bertram's feelings about Mr. Rushworth's proposal are not detailed, but
her interactions suggest she was aware of his admiration and perhaps not
entirely enthusiastic.

What role did Mr. Rushworth's first impression play
in his decision to pursue marriage?

His first impression, being struck by Miss Bertram’s beauty, significantly
influenced his desire to marry her, viewing her as an ideal match.

How does Mr. Rushworth's initial attraction reflect
societal values of the time?

His focus on physical beauty and marriage prospects reflects the societal
emphasis on appearances and social considerations in marital decisions during
that era.

Was Mr. Rushworth aware of Miss Bertram's
personality and character when he was struck by her
beauty?

The narrative primarily highlights his admiration of her looks, suggesting he
may not have been fully aware of her personality or inner qualities at first.

Did Mr. Rushworth’s inclination to marry Miss
Bertram impact his relationships with other
characters?

His focus on Miss Bertram's beauty and his desire to marry her influenced his
interactions, possibly making him less attentive to other potential
relationships or friendships.

How does Mr. Rushworth's romantic interest reflect
his character traits?

His immediate attraction based on beauty and his desire to marry her reveal



his superficial and perhaps impulsive tendencies.

What lessons about marriage and attraction are
conveyed through Mr. Rushworth's feelings for Miss
Bertram?

The story suggests that superficial attractions, such as physical beauty, may
not lead to lasting or meaningful relationships, highlighting the importance
of deeper qualities.

Additional Resources

Mr. Rushworth Was From The First Struck With The Beauty Of Miss Bertram, And
Being Inclined To Marry

The character of Mr. Rushworth in Jane Austen’s Mansfield Park is often
overshadowed by the more dominant personalities of the novel, yet his initial
impressions and romantic pursuits provide a fascinating insight into societal
expectations, personal vanity, and the complexities of courtship during the
Regency era. Central to his storyline is his immediate admiration of Miss
Maria Bertram's beauty and his subsequent inclination to marry her, a desire
that is as much driven by superficial attraction as by social ambition. This
review delves into the nuances of Mr. Rushworth’s character, his perceptions,
motivations, and the broader implications of his pursuit of Miss Bertram,
examining the strengths and weaknesses of his character and the dynamics of
their relationship.

Understanding Mr. Rushworth: A Character
Overview

Before exploring his fascination with Miss Bertram, it’s essential to
understand who Mr. Rushworth is within the context of Mansfield Park.
Portrayed as a somewhat pompous and ambitious man, Mr. Rushworth is a
landowner with aspirations of social elevation. His personality is
characterized by a desire for status and recognition, often manifesting
through his actions and decisions. Austen presents him as a figure eager to
align himself with the upper class, often without the depth of understanding
or genuine affection that might underpin a more meaningful relationship.

Features and Traits:

- Social Aspirations: Rushworth’s desire to improve his social standing
influences his decisions, including his courtship of Miss Bertram.



- Naiveté and Lack of Depth: His perceptions are often superficial, and he
tends to judge people based on appearances and social position rather than
character.

- Pompous demeanor: He often displays a self-important attitude, which can be
off-putting to other characters, especially those with more insight.

Pros:

- Loyalty and sincerity: Though somewhat naive, Rushworth’s intentions,
particularly in his pursuit of Miss Bertram, are genuine.

- Financial stability: As a landowner, he possesses the means to support a
family and fulfill social expectations.

Cons:

- Superficiality: His initial attraction is driven largely by Miss Bertram’s
beauty rather than deep emotional connection.

- Lack of independence: His decisions seem heavily influenced by societal
norms and expectations rather than personal conviction.

The Initial Fascination: Mr. Rushworth's
Attraction to Miss Bertram

When Mr. Rushworth first encounters Miss Maria Bertram, his reaction is
almost instantaneous. Austen notes that he was "from the first struck with
the beauty of Miss Bertram," a statement that encapsulates the superficial
nature of his attraction. This immediate admiration is a reflection of his
character—a man who values outward appearances and social standing, perhaps
more than inner qualities.

Why Was Mr. Rushworth Initially Attracted to Miss
Bertram?

His attraction can be analyzed on several levels:

- Physical Beauty: Miss Bertram’s appearance is striking, and for Rushworth,
her beauty signifies status and desirability.

- Social Compatibility: As a member of the gentry, Rushworth perceives Miss
Bertram as a fitting match within his social circle.

- Lack of Depth in Romantic Understanding: His quick admiration suggests a
superficial approach to love, viewing Miss Bertram more as a symbol than as
an individual with her own personality.

Features of his attraction:



- Immediate Impression: Rushworth does not take time to understand her
personality or feelings.

- Idealization of Marriage: He seems to envisage marriage as a social
contract, emphasizing status and outward appearances.

Pros:

- Decisiveness: His quick attraction leads him to pursue her, which was often
desirable in social settings where swift courtship was common.

Cons:

- Superficiality: His attraction lacks depth, making his intentions less
genuine.

- Potential for Disillusionment: His focus on outward qualities may lead to
mismatched expectations later.

Rushworth’s Inclination to Marry: Motivations
and Expectations

Mr. Rushworth’s desire to marry Miss Bertram is not solely based on love but
is influenced by societal pressures, personal ambition, and material
considerations. Austen subtly critiques this tendency through his character,
illustrating how superficial attractions often lead to imprudent decisions.

Factors Influencing his Decision to Marry Miss
Bertram

- Social Status: Marrying Miss Bertram would elevate his position within the
local gentry.

- Family Expectations: His family and social circle likely encourage such a
match.

- Personal Ambition: Rushworth aspires to be seen as a successful gentleman,
and a marriage to Miss Bertram is a means to that end.

Features and motivations:

- Pragmatic Approach: He views marriage as a strategic move rather than a
union of love.

- Lack of Emotional Depth: His understanding of love and partnership is

limited, focusing instead on external factors.

Pros:



- Stability: Such a marriage would provide social and financial stability.
- Alignment with Social Norms: His decision aligns with the expectations of
his class and era.

Cons:

- Potential for Unhappiness: Marrying without genuine affection can lead to
dissatisfaction, as Austen later hints.

- Neglect of Compatibility: His focus on status neglects the importance of
personal connection.

Jane Austen’s Critique of Mr. Rushworth’s
Courtship

Throughout Mansfield Park, Austen subtly critiques Mr. Rushworth’s approach
to marriage and his superficial understanding of love. His eagerness to marry
Miss Bertram exposes societal flaws—marriages based on appearances and social
climbing rather than mutual affection and understanding.

Key Criticisms Highlighted in the Novel

- Superficial Attraction: His immediate fascination with Miss Bertram
underscores a tendency to judge based on looks rather than character.

- Impetuous Decisions: Rushworth's haste to marry without fully understanding
the implications reflects poor judgment.

- Lack of Self-awareness: He remains oblivious to the fact that Miss Maria
Bertram’s feelings and personality might not align with his expectations.

Features and Austen’s Perspective:

- Sociocultural Reflection: Austen uses Rushworth’s character to critique
societal norms that prioritize status over substance.

- Irony: The reader perceives the mismatch between Rushworth’s aspirations
and the reality of his relationships.

Pros:

- Loyalty to societal norms: His adherence to societal expectations can be
seen as consistent with the period’s values.

Cons:

- Naiveté: His inability to see beyond appearances leads to potential
personal and emotional pitfalls.



- Poor Judgement: His rush to marry indicates a lack of patience and insight.

The Evolution of Mr. Rushworth’s Perspective
and Character

While Austen presents Mr. Rushworth as primarily superficial early on, there
are subtle indications of his potential growth. His interactions with other

characters and the unfolding events reveal moments where he might reconsider
his values or at least recognize the limitations of his approach to marriage.

Possible Growth and Future Outlook

- Realization of True Values: Exposure to more meaningful relationships could
lead him to value inner qualities over superficial traits.

- Development of Self-awareness: His experiences may prompt him to reflect on
his motivations and the importance of genuine affection.

Features indicating potential change:

- Willingness to listen: At times, Rushworth shows a capacity to listen and
learn from others.

- Exposure to different perspectives: Interactions with characters like Sir
Thomas might influence his views.

Pros:

- Potential for maturity: With time and reflection, Rushworth could become
more discerning.

- Capacity for genuine affection: If he learns to value character, his future
relationships might be more meaningful.

Cons:

- Stagnation risk: Without significant internal change, he might remain
superficial.

- Reliance on societal norms: A continued focus on social standing could
hinder authentic development.



Conclusion: The Significance of Mr. Rushworth’s
Courtship of Miss Bertram

The story of Mr. Rushworth’s fascination with Miss Bertram and his
inclination to marry her serves as a compelling commentary on the societal
values of Austen’s time. His character embodies the superficial approach to
courtship prevalent in the Regency era, emphasizing appearances, social
standing, and material considerations over genuine emotional connection.
While his initial attraction and desire to marry are understandable within
his social context, Austen uses his character to critique these values and
highlight the importance of sincerity, understanding, and love in marriage.

Summary of key features:

- Superficial attraction based on beauty and social standing
- Marriage driven by societal expectations rather than love
- Potential for growth, yet limited by superficial values

Final thoughts:

Mr. Rushworth’s character reminds readers of the importance of looking beyond
superficial qualities when forming meaningful relationships. His journey,
although limited in Austen’s narrative, offers a subtle lesson on the
necessity of genuine affection and the pitfalls of valuing appearances over
character. Austen’s portrayal encourages a reflection on the true foundations
of a successful marriage and the societal pressures that influence personal
choices.
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Note: This comprehensive review offers an in-depth analysis of Mr.
Rushworth's character, motivations, and the societal critique embedded in
Austen’s portrayal of his pursuit of Miss Bertram.
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