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Into A House At West Egg, and thus begins the journey through one of the most
iconic narratives in American literature, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great
Gatsby. Understanding the chronological sequence of events is essential to
grasp the novel's themes, character development, and overall storyline. This
article will guide you through the key moments, starting from Nick Carraway’s
move to West Egg and exploring the subsequent unfolding of events that shape
the novel’s plot.

Introduction: Setting the Stage for the Roaring
Twenties

Before delving into the chronological order of events, it’s important to
understand the context in which the story unfolds. The novel is set in the
summer of 1922, a period marked by economic prosperity, jazz music, and a
culture of excess. West Egg and East Egg are two fictional communities
representing new wealth and old aristocratic aristocracy, respectively. Nick
Carraway, the narrator, moves into a modest house in West Egg, which sets the
stage for the unfolding drama.

Chronological Sequence of Major Events in The
Great Gatsby

1. Nick Carraway Moves to West Egg

- Nick, a young man from the Midwest, moves to Long Island to learn about the
bond business.

— He rents a small house in West Egg, an area known for its nouveau riche
residents.

— The move signifies Nick’s entry into the world of wealth and privilege,
which will be central to the story.

2. Nick Visits His Cousin Daisy Buchanan and Her
Husband Tom

- Nick travels to East Egg to dine with Daisy and Tom Buchanan, an
established aristocratic family.

— During this wvisit, he encounters Tom’s mistress, Myrtle Wilson, hinting at
the moral decadence of the era.

— The contrast between East Egg’s old money and West Egg’s new wealth begins
to emerge.



3. Nick Meets Jordan Baker

— Nick is introduced to Jordan Baker, a professional golfer and Daisy’s
friend.

- Jordan becomes a recurring character, representing the modern, somewhat
cynical woman of the 1920s.

4. The Tension Between Tom and Daisy

— The narrative reveals Tom’s affair with Myrtle Wilson.
— Daisy and Tom’s marriage appears strained, foreshadowing future conflicts.

5. Gatsby’'s Introduction at the Party

— Nick receives an invitation to a lavish party at Jay Gatsby’s mansion.
- Gatsby is mysterious, hosting opulent events attended by West Egg’s elite.
— Nick finally meets Gatsby, who is charming but enigmatic.

6. The Reconnection with Gatsby

— Gatsby invites Nick for tea, leading to a closer friendship.
- Gatsby reveals his love for Daisy and his desire to rekindle their past
romance.

7. The Plan for the Reunion

- Gatsby and Nick arrange for Gatsby to meet Daisy at Nick’s house.
— Gatsby’s hope is rekindled as he hopes to win Daisy back.

8. Daisy and Gatsby Reunite

— The meeting is emotional and somewhat awkward but ultimately successful.
— Daisy 1s overwhelmed by Gatsby’s devotion and wealth.

9. The Affair and Escalation of Tensions

- Gatsby and Daisy begin an affair, rekindling their love.
— Tom becomes suspicious and confronts Gatsby during a confrontation at the
Plaza Hotel in New York City.

10. The Confrontation at the Plaza Hotel

— Tensions culminate as Tom exposes Gatsby’s criminal background, claiming he
acquired wealth through illegal means.
— Daisy wavers but ultimately sides with Tom, reaffirming her love for him.

11. The Tragedy Unfolds

- Daisy, driving Gatsby’s car, accidentally hits and kills Myrtle Wilson.
- Gatsby takes the blame for the accident to protect Daisy.



12. Myrtle Wilson’'s Death and Its Aftermath

- Myrtle’s death sparks outrage among Wilsons’ community.
— Wilson, grieving and misled, seeks revenge.

13. Wilson’s Revenge and Gatsby’s Death

— Wilson, believing Gatsby was both lover and murderer, shoots Gatsby in his
mansion.
— Wilson then kills himself, ending the tragic chain of events.

14. The Aftermath and Reflection

— Nick is disillusioned by the corruption and moral decay he witnessed.
- He arranges Gatsby’s funeral, which is sparsely attended.
— Nick decides to leave Long Island and return to the Midwest.

Conclusion: The Significance of the
Chronological Order

Understanding the sequence of events in The Great Gatsby illuminates the
novel’s themes of illusion, wealth, love, and the American Dream. From Nick’s
move to West Egg to Gatsby’s tragic demise, each event builds upon the
previous, creating a layered narrative that explores the complexities of
human aspiration and moral decay. By following the chronological order,
readers can better appreciate how the characters’ actions and decisions
propel the story forward, leading to its poignant conclusion.

Additional Insights on the Timeline

— The novel’s events are tightly interconnected, with each moment revealing
character motivations.

— The chronological approach helps clarify the cause-and-effect
relationships, especially concerning Gatsby’s rise and fall.

- Recognizing the sequence also highlights Fitzgerald’s critique of the
American Dream and societal values during the Roaring Twenties.

Summary of the Chronological Timeline

To recap, the key stages in the novel’s timeline are:

— Nick moves to West Egg and settles into his new life.

- Encounters with Daisy, Tom, Jordan, and Gatsby introduce the main
characters.

- Gatsby’s parties and his reunion with Daisy mark the emotional core of the
story.

— The tension escalates leading to the climactic confrontation and tragedy.
— The aftermath reveals the moral hollowness of the characters and the
society they inhabit.

By understanding these events in their proper order, readers can better grasp
the profound messages Fitzgerald intended to convey about the American Dream,
love, and the corrupting influence of wealth. The chronological sequence 1is



not Jjust a series of happenings but a narrative device that underscores the
novel’s timeless themes and tragic beauty.

Frequently Asked Questions

What event occurs immediately after Nick moves into a
house at West Egg-?

Nick hosts his first dinner at his new house, where he meets Tom Buchanan and
Daisy Buchanan.

How does Nick's move to West Egg influence his
understanding of the novel's setting?

Moving to West Egg introduces Nick to the nouveau riche and the contrasting
lifestyles between West Egg and East Egg, setting the stage for the story's
social dynamics.

What is the significance of Nick's residence in West
Egg in relation to Gatsby's mansion?

Nick's house is nearby Gatsby's mansion, allowing him to observe Gatsby's
lifestyle and fueling his curiosity about Gatsby's mysterious background.

Does Nick's move to West Egg happen before or after
he meets Tom Buchanan?

Nick moves into West Egg before he meets Tom Buchanan, but their paths cross
soon after his arrival.

How does Nick's relocation impact his relationship
with other characters in the novel?

Living in West Egg places Nick at the center of the social circle involving
Gatsby, Tom, Daisy, and Jordan, shaping his perspectives on wealth and
morality.

What role does Nick's new house play in the
development of the novel's plot?

Nick's house serves as a vantage point for observing the extravagant
lifestyles of West Egg residents and becomes the setting for key events,
including Gatsby's parties and confrontations.

Is Nick's move to West Egg depicted as a significant
turning point in the novel?

Yes, it marks the beginning of his immersion into the world of wealth and the
complexities of the characters' relationships that drive the story forward.



Additional Resources

Order The Events Chronologically As They Take Place In The Novel: Nick Moves
Into A House At West Egg

Understanding the chronological sequence of events in F. Scott Fitzgerald's
The Great Gatsby is crucial for appreciating the novel’s narrative structure
and thematic development. One of the pivotal moments in the story is when
Nick Carraway, the novel’s narrator, moves into his modest house in West Egg.
This event sets the stage for the unfolding of the story’s central conflicts,
character interactions, and themes of aspiration, wealth, and social change.
In this article, we will explore the chronological order of events, starting
with Nick’s move into West Egg, and analyze how this event influences
subsequent developments in the novel.

Introduction: The Significance of Chronological
Order in The Great Gatsby

Fitzgerald’s narrative is not merely a collection of isolated events but a
carefully structured sequence that reveals characters’ motivations and
societal critiques. Understanding the chronological order allows readers to
trace the characters’ journeys, especially Nick’s, and to comprehend the
social environment of the Roaring Twenties. The event of Nick’s move to West
Egg is particularly significant because it introduces the reader to the
novel’s setting and the social dynamics that underpin the plot.

Nick Moves Into a House At West Egg

The Context of Nick’s Move

At the beginning of the novel, Nick Carraway, a young man from Minnesota,
arrives in New York to pursue a career in finance. He chooses to settle in
West Egg, a less fashionable area compared to East Egg. West Egg is
characterized by its "new money" residents, who have recently acquired wealth
and often lack the social refinement associated with old money families.
Nick’s decision to rent a modest house here reflects his desire for
independence and perhaps a sense of humility amid the opulence that surrounds
him.

Features and Significance:

— Location Choice: West Egg symbolizes new wealth and the American Dream,
contrasting with East Egg’s aristocratic old money.

— Property Details: Nick'’s modest cottage, described as a "small, weather-
beaten”™ house, underscores his modest means and outsider status.

- Narrative Role: This event introduces the physical setting where most of
the novel’s action unfolds and establishes Nick as an observer of the wealthy
society.



Pros and Cons of Nick’s Location:

- Pros:

- Proximity to the glamorous parties and social events at Gatsby’s mansion.
- A vantage point to observe both the old and new money classes.

— Symbolic of Nick’s outsider perspective, allowing objective narration.

- Cons:
— Isolation from the more established East Egg elite.
— Limited social standing, which affects how others perceive him.

The Immediate Aftermath of Moving In

Following his move, Nick begins to explore his new environment and meet his
neighbors. His initial impressions of West Egg are of a place vibrant with
energy but lacking the refinement of East Egg. He quickly becomes acquainted
with Tom Buchanan, Daisy’s wealthy and aristocratic husband, who lives in
East Egg but is a frequent visitor to West Egg. This encounter introduces
crucial characters and foreshadows the complex relationships that will
develop.

Key Events:

- Nick’s first interaction with Tom Buchanan, which reveals Tom’s arrogance
and sense of entitlement.

— The introduction of Daisy Buchanan, whom Nick has known in the past,
setting up the romantic and social tensions.

- The depiction of West Egg as a place of aspiration, where new money
individuals seek to emulate the old money elite.

Chronological Sequence of Events Following the
Move

Understanding the sequence of events that follow Nick’s arrival provides
insight into how his move acts as a catalyst for the novel’s plot
development.

1. Nick Meets Tom and Daisy

Soon after moving in, Nick wvisits Tom and Daisy at their mansion in East Egg.
This meeting introduces the central characters and establishes the social
hierarchy. It also reveals Tom’s brutality and Daisy’s charm, as well as
their complex relationship.

Impact:

— Sets the tone for the social tensions and conflicts to come.
— Highlights the contrast between East Egg’s old money and West Egg’s new



wealth.
— Sparks Nick’s curiosity about Gatsby, who is introduced later.

2. Nick Encounters Gatsby

Nick’s first meeting with Jay Gatsby occurs during one of Gatsby’s lavish
parties, which he attends with Jordan Baker. This event is a turning point,
as Gatsby’s mysterious persona is unveiled.

Features:

- Gatsby’s grandeur and charisma are on full display.

— The event exemplifies the decadence and excess of the Jazz Age.

- Nick is drawn into Gatsby’s world, setting in motion his involvement in the
novel’s central events.

3. The Revelation of Gatsby’s Past and Intentions

As the story progresses, Gatsby’s background and his love for Daisy become
clearer. Nick learns about Gatsby’s desire to rekindle his romance with
Daisy, which becomes the emotional core of the novel.

Sequence:

- Gatsby’s parties attract a wide array of guests, symbolizing the era’s
extravagance.

— Gatsby'’s insistence on hosting the parties signals his hope of reconnecting
with Daisy.

— The narrative reveals Gatsby’s humble origins and his transformation into a
wealthy socialite.

4., The Climax and Resolution

The events culminate in the tragic death of Gatsby, the disillusionment of
Nick, and the ultimate disbanding of the characters’ dreams. The
chronological order of these events shows how Nick’s move and subsequent
experiences reflect the decline of the American Dream.

Analysis of the Event’s Role in the Narrative

Nick’s move to West Egg is not just a physical relocation but a thematic
entry point into the novel’s exploration of social mobility, aspiration, and
morality. It symbolizes the boundary between old and new money, and sets the
stage for the complex interactions that define the characters’ pursuits of
happiness and success.

Features and Pros:

- Establishes the setting and social environment.



— Creates a framework for understanding character motivations.
- Acts as a narrative anchor that links various plot points.

Features and Cons:

— The modesty of Nick’s house contrasts sharply with Gatsby’s mansion,
highlighting themes of superficiality.

— His outsider status sometimes limits his ability to fully participate in
the social events, offering an objective perspective but also creating
emotional distance.

Conclusion: The Significance of Chronology in
Understanding The Great Gatsby

The chronological sequence of events, beginning with Nick Carraway’s move
into West Egg, is essential for comprehending the novel’s structure and
themes. This initial event introduces the setting, the social dynamics, and
the characters’ motivations, serving as a foundation for the unfolding drama.
Recognizing how each subsequent event follows naturally from Nick’s arrival
allows readers to appreciate Fitzgerald’s intricate narrative design and the
novel’s enduring commentary on the American Dream. Moving into West Egg marks
the start of Nick’s journey into a world of wealth, deception, and
disillusionment—an odyssey that continues to resonate with readers decades
after its publication.
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