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Abraham Lincoln is widely regarded as one of the most influential and revered
presidents in American history. His leadership during one of the nation's
most tumultuous periods — the Civil War — and his unwavering commitment to
ending slavery and preserving the Union have cemented his legacy. In this
article, we will explore what Abraham Lincoln did as president that earned
him such enduring respect, from his efforts to abolish slavery to his
strategic leadership during wartime, and his lasting contributions to
American society.

Lincoln’s Leadership in Preserving the Union

1. Navigating the Civil War

The Civil War (1861-1865) was a defining moment in U.S. history, pitting the
Northern states against the Southern states over issues including states’

rights and slavery. Abraham Lincoln’s primary goal was to preserve the Union
at all costs. He believed that the United States was one nation, indivisible.

- Strategic Military Decisions: Lincoln appointed key generals, including
Ulysses S. Grant, and made crucial decisions to deploy Union forces
effectively.

- Emancipation Proclamation: Although primarily a moral and symbolic act, it
also served as a strategic move to weaken the Confederacy’s economy and
morale.

- Maintaining Public Support: Lincoln used speeches and public addresses to
rally the Northern states, emphasizing themes of liberty and national unity.

2. Balancing Political and Military Challenges

Lincoln faced intense political opposition from Democrats and border states
sympathetic to the Confederacy. He navigated these challenges with skill:

- Suspension of Habeas Corpus: Lincoln temporarily suspended certain
constitutional rights to detain Confederate sympathizers, which was
controversial but deemed necessary for national security.



- Passing Legislation: He pushed through critical laws, such as the
Enrollment Act (conscription) and the Pacific Railway Act, to support war
efforts.

Abraham Lincoln’s Role in Ending Slavery

1. The Emancipation Proclamation

On January 1, 1863, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, declaring
all slaves in Confederate-held territory to be free. This was a pivotal
moment in American history.

- Significance: It transformed the Civil War into a fight against slavery,
discouraging European nations from supporting the Confederacy.

- Impact: Although it did not immediately free all slaves, it paved the way
for the eventual abolition of slavery nationwide.

2. Advocating for the 13th Amendment

Lincoln’s most lasting contribution to ending slavery was his vigorous
support for the 13th Amendment.

- Legislative Effort: Lincoln championed the amendment, which was ratified in
December 1865, after his assassination.

- Abolition of Slavery: The 13th Amendment abolished slavery throughout the
United States, ensuring freedom for millions of enslaved people.

3. Supporting African American Rights

Lincoln’s presidency marked the beginning of a broader movement toward civil
rights.

- Recruitment of Black Soldiers: He authorized the enlistment of African
Americans into the Union Army and Navy.

- Promotion of Equality: While Lincoln was cautious about immediate racial
equality, his actions laid foundational steps toward civil rights.

Lincoln’s Vision for a United America

1. The Gettysburg Address

Delivered on November 19, 1863, at the Battle of Gettysburg, this brief
speech encapsulated Lincoln’s vision.



- Themes: Equality, liberty, and national unity.
- Legacy: The speech is considered one of the greatest expressions of
American ideals and a call for a "new birth of freedom."

2. The Second Inaugural Address

In March 1865, Lincoln’s second inaugural address emphasized reconciliation
and healing.

- Tone: Compassionate and forward-looking, urging Americans to bind up the
nation’s wounds.

- Message: A call for forgiveness and a shared commitment to rebuild the
nation.

Lincoln’s Impact on American Society and Legacy

1. Constitutional and Legal Changes

Lincoln’s presidency led to significant constitutional shifts.

- Expansion of Executive Power: His use of wartime powers set precedents for
future presidents.

- Legal Foundations: The abolition of slavery and preservation of the Union
strengthened federal authority.

2. Enduring Symbols of Freedom and Equality

Lincoln’s image and words continue to inspire.

- Monuments and Memorials: The Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., stands
as a testament to his enduring legacy.

- Cultural Influence: Lincoln’'s leadership is frequently cited in discussions
of democracy, justice, and perseverance.

3. Inspiration for Future Generations
Lincoln’s life exemplifies leadership in the face of adversity.
- Values: Dedication to liberty, equality, and unity.

- Lessons: His ability to navigate complex moral and political landscapes
serves as a blueprint for leaders today.



Conclusion

Abraham Lincoln’s actions as president transformed the United States in
fundamental ways. His leadership during the Civil War preserved the Union,
his steadfast commitment to ending slavery led to its abolition, and his
speeches and policies articulated a vision of a nation founded on equality
and liberty. Lincoln’s legacy endures not only in history books but also in
the ongoing pursuit of justice and unity in America. His presidency
exemplifies the power of moral vision combined with political resolve, making
him truly one of the greatest presidents in American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were Abraham Lincoln's main achievements during
his presidency?

Abraham Lincoln is best known for leading the United States through the Civil
War, preserving the Union, and issuing the Emancipation Proclamation which
began the process of ending slavery.

How did Lincoln contribute to the abolition of
slavery?

Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, which declared all
slaves in Confederate states to be free, and his efforts culminated in the
13th Amendment, abolishing slavery nationwide.

What role did Lincoln play in preserving the Union
during the Civil War?

Lincoln provided strong leadership and strategic decisions that kept the
Union united, including mobilizing troops, managing wartime policies, and
refusing to recognize secessionists as legitimate government entities.

How did Lincoln's leadership influence American
history?

Lincoln's leadership helped shape the nation's commitment to equality and
democracy, setting a precedent for civil rights and strengthening the federal
government’s authority.

What was Lincoln's approach to civil rights after
the Civil War?

Although his primary focus was ending the Civil War, Lincoln supported



measures for racial equality and paved the way for future civil rights
advancements, though many initiatives were left to his successors.

Why is Abraham Lincoln considered one of the
greatest presidents in U.S. history?

Because of his leadership during one of the most challenging times in
American history, his dedication to ending slavery, and his efforts to
preserve the nation’s unity and ideals.

What key speeches by Lincoln reflect his leadership
and goals?

His famous speeches, such as the Gettysburg Address and his Second Inaugural
Address, highlight his commitment to equality, unity, and the principles of
democracy.

Additional Resources

Abraham Lincoln Is Considered One Of Our Greatest Presidents. Explain What
Lincoln Did As one of the most influential leaders in American history. His
leadership during one of the most tumultuous periods—the Civil War—and his
commitment to ending slavery and preserving the Union have cemented his
legacy as a transformative figure. In this article, we will explore in detail
what Abraham Lincoln did as president, examining his key actions, policies,
and the enduring impact of his leadership on the United States.

The Context of Lincoln’s Presidency

Before delving into what Lincoln did as president, it’'s essential to
understand the historical backdrop against which he led. The United States in
the mid-19th century was a nation divided over issues like slavery, states’
rights, economic differences, and territorial expansion. These divisions
culminated in the Civil War (1861-1865), a bloody conflict that threatened to
tear the nation apart.

Lincoln assumed office in 1861, just as these tensions exploded into open
conflict. His presidency was defined by the challenge of navigating a

fractured nation, balancing military strategy, political diplomacy, and moral
imperatives.

What Abraham Lincoln Did As President: A Comprehensive Overview

1. Preserving the Union Amid Civil War



Lincoln’s primary goal was to preserve the Union. When he became president,
several Southern states had already seceded from the Union, forming the
Confederate States of America. Lincoln faced the daunting task of maintaining
federal authority and preventing the disintegration of the United States.

Key actions:

- Issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation (1863): This executive order
declared all slaves in Confederate-held territory to be free, transforming
the Civil War into a moral crusade against slavery.

- Mobilization of Union forces: Lincoln authorized the expansion of the Union
army and navy, increasing enlistments and resources to fight the Confederacy.
- Strategic leadership: He directed military campaigns, including the famous
battles of Antietam, Gettysburg, and Vicksburg, which turned the tide of the
war in favor of the Union.

2. Leadership During the Civil War

Lincoln’s leadership was characterized by resilience, adaptability, and moral
clarity. He faced immense opposition from political rivals, military
generals, and even within his own cabinet, but he remained steadfast.

Notable leadership actions include:

- Appointing key generals: Lincoln appointed Ulysses S. Grant as the Union
commander, recognizing his military prowess.

- Implementing the blockade: The Anaconda Plan aimed to suffocate the
Confederacy economically by blockading Southern ports.

- Innovating war strategies: Lincoln allowed for creative military tactics
and was involved in major decisions that ultimately led to Union victory.

3. Emancipation and Civil Rights
One of Lincoln’s most enduring legacies is his role in ending slavery.

Major steps:

- Emancipation Proclamation (1863): Freed slaves in rebellious states,
shifting the moral focus of the war and discouraging foreign support for the
Confederacy.

- Advocacy for the 13th Amendment: Lincoln strongly supported this
constitutional amendment (ratified in 1865) to abolish slavery throughout the
United States permanently.

- Promotion of African American rights: He supported the enlistment of Black
soldiers into the Union army, giving them a role in shaping their future and
the nation’s destiny.

4. Political Leadership and Constitutional Actions

Lincoln’s presidency was also marked by significant political decisions that
redefined presidential power and constitutional principles.

Key actions:
- Suspension of habeas corpus: Lincoln authorized the detention of suspected



Confederate sympathizers without immediate trial, a controversial move
justified by the need to maintain national security.

- Creation of a unified national government: He worked to strengthen federal
authority over states, especially in times of crisis.

- Leadership through crisis: Lincoln used wartime powers to pass legislation,
issue executive orders, and manage dissent, all while maintaining democratic
principles.

5. Promoting Unity and Reconciliation
As the war drew to a close, Lincoln focused on healing the nation.

Important initiatives:

- The Ten Percent Plan: Early efforts at Reconstruction aimed at restoring
Southern states after they swore allegiance and adopted emancipation.

- Gettysburg Address (1863): A profound speech emphasizing national unity,
equality, and the importance of a government “of the people, by the people,
for the people.”

- Second Inaugural Address (1865): Lincoln called for reconciliation,
forgiveness, and a path toward rebuilding the fractured nation.

Key Policies and Legislation Introduced by Lincoln

The Homestead Act (1862)

- Encouraged westward expansion by granting 160 acres of public land to
settlers willing to cultivate it for five years.

- Promoted economic growth and settlement in the western territories.

The Pacific Railway Act (1862)
- Facilitated the construction of the First Transcontinental Railroad,
linking the East and West coasts, transforming commerce and mobility.

The 13th Amendment (1865)
- Abolished slavery in the United States, ensuring that Lincoln’s commitment
to ending slavery was codified in the Constitution.

The Legacy of Abraham Lincoln’s Presidency

End of Slavery and Civil Rights

Lincoln’s leadership culminated in the abolition of slavery, fundamentally
transforming American society and laying the groundwork for future civil
rights movements.

Preservation of the Union
His efforts kept the United States united, preventing the country from
splintering into separate nations.



Ethical Leadership
Lincoln’s moral clarity, humility, and commitment to democratic principles
continue to inspire leaders and citizens.

Impact on the Presidency
He expanded the scope of presidential power during times of crisis, setting
precedents for future national emergencies.

Conclusion: What Did Lincoln Do As President?

Abraham Lincoln’s presidency was a defining period in American history. He
navigated the nation through its darkest hours by:

- Leading the Union to victory in the Civil War

- Ending the institution of slavery

- Strengthening the federal government’s authority

- Promoting ideals of liberty, equality, and national unity

His actions not only shaped the outcome of the Civil War but also redefined
the moral and constitutional fabric of the United States. Lincoln’s legacy as
one of our greatest presidents endures because of his unwavering dedication
to preserving the nation and advancing human rights. His leadership serves as
a timeless example of moral courage, resilience, and the transformative power
of principled governance.
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