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Understanding the rules of parallelism is essential for clear and effective writing. When constructing
sentences that list multiple items, ideas, or actions, adhering to parallel structure ensures that the
sentence is balanced, easy to read, and professionally presented. Conversely, failing to maintain
parallelism can lead to confusion, ambiguity, and a lack of clarity. This article delves into the concept
of parallelism, explores common mistakes, and provides guidance on identifying sentences that do
not adhere to these rules, especially in the context of listing items.

What Is Parallelism in Writing?

Parallelism, also known as parallel structure, is a grammatical rule requiring that similar ideas or
items in a sentence are expressed using the same grammatical form. The purpose of parallelism is to
create rhythm, clarity, and symmetry within sentences, making them easier for readers to process
and understand.

Key Concepts of Parallelism

- Consistency in grammatical form: When listing items or ideas, each should follow the same
grammatical pattern.

- Balance: Proper parallel structure balances the sentence, avoiding awkward or jarring shifts.
- Clarity: It clarifies the relationship between ideas, especially in complex sentences.

Importance of Parallel Structure in Sentences

Parallel structure is vital for several reasons:

- Improves readability: Keeps sentences smooth and easy to follow.

- Enhances professionalism: Demonstrates grammatical competence.
- Facilitates emphasis: Highlights related ideas equally.

- Prevents ambiguity: Clarifies the relationship between listed items.

For example, compare these two sentences:

1. She likes jogging, to swim, and biking. (Incorrect)
2. She likes jogging, swimming, and biking. (Correct)



The second sentence maintains parallelism by using gerunds ("jogging," "swimming," "biking"),

making it clearer and more balanced.

Common Errors in Parallelism, Especially in Lists

Many writers struggle with maintaining parallel structure, especially when constructing lists or series
of items. The errors often include:

- Mixing different grammatical forms (e.g., nouns with gerunds or infinitives)
- Using inconsistent verb forms

- Shifting between active and passive voice

- Combining different sentence structures within items

Understanding these common pitfalls can help identify sentences that do not adhere to the rules of
parallelism.

Examples of Sentences That Do Not Follow Parallelism
Rules

Below are examples of sentences that violate parallel rules when listing items. Recognizing these can
improve editing skills and writing clarity.

Example 1: Inconsistent grammatical forms

- She enjoys reading, to cook, and biking.

Why is this incorrect?
Because the list mixes gerunds ("reading," "biking") with an infinitive ("to cook"). For parallelism, all
items should follow the same grammatical form.

Example 2: Mixed sentence structures

- The team needs to analyze the data, prepare the report, and to present the findings.

Why is this incorrect?

The first two items are in the infinitive form ("analyze," "prepare"), while the third uses "to present."
To be parallel, all should use the same form, such as the base infinitive ("to analyze," "to prepare," "to
present") or the gerund form ("analyzing," "preparing," "presenting").



Example 3: Shifts between active and passive voice

- He likes to swim, biking, and to run.

Why is this incorrect?
The list mixes infinitive ("to swim," "to run") with a gerund ("biking"). Consistency would require all
items to be in the same form.

Example 4: Combining different grammatical structures
- My goals are to learn Spanish, improving my language skills, and to travel abroad.
Why is this incorrect?

The list contains an infinitive phrase ("to learn Spanish"), a gerund phrase ("improving my language
skills"), and another infinitive ("to travel"). The forms are inconsistent.

How to Identify Sentences That Do Not Adhere to
Parallelism Rules

To determine whether a sentence follows parallelism rules, consider the following steps:

1. Break down the list or series

Identify each item or idea separately.

2. Check the grammatical form of each item

Are they all nouns, verbs, phrases, or clauses? They should be consistent.

3. Look for shifts in tense, voice, or structure

Any change in these elements indicates a lack of parallelism.

4. Ensure consistency in conjunctions and punctuation

Use the same conjunctions ("and," "or," "but") consistently and ensure proper punctuation.

5. Read the sentence aloud

Often, inconsistency sounds awkward or unbalanced when spoken.



Examples of Correctly Structured Sentences with
Proper Parallelism

To better understand the correct structure, consider these examples:

- She enjoys reading, swimming, and biking.

- The project requires analyzing data, preparing reports, and presenting findings.

- His hobbies include playing the guitar, singing, and composing music.

- Our goals are to increase sales, expand our customer base, and improve customer satisfaction.

In all these examples, each item in the list follows the same grammatical pattern, creating a balanced
and clear sentence.

Strategies for Writing with Correct Parallelism

Achieving proper parallel structure involves deliberate editing and careful construction. Here are
some strategies:

1. Use consistent grammatical forms

Decide on a grammatical pattern—such as all items being gerunds or infinitives—and stick to it
throughout the list.

2. Maintain uniform sentence structure

Ensure that each item in a series has the same length and structure.

3. Use parallel conjunctions

Link items with the same conjunctions, and ensure punctuation is appropriate.

4. Revise for clarity and rhythm

Read sentences aloud to catch awkward shifts or inconsistencies.



5. Utilize editing tools and checklists

Leverage grammar checkers or style guides to spot parallelism errors.

Conclusion: Recognizing and Correcting Non-Parallel
Sentences

In summary, understanding the rules of parallelism is crucial for effective writing, especially when
constructing sentences with lists or multiple items. Recognizing sentences that do not adhere to these
rules involves examining each list item for grammatical consistency, structure, and form. Common
mistakes include mixing different grammatical forms, shifting between active and passive voice, and
inconsistent sentence structures.

When confronted with multiple-choice questions like "Which of the following sentences does not
adhere to the rules of parallelism?”, carefully analyze each option. Look for:

- Inconsistent grammatical forms within the list
- Shifts in tense, voice, or structure
- Unbalanced sentence rhythm or awkward phrasing

By applying these principles, writers and editors can craft clear, concise, and professional sentences
that effectively communicate ideas and maintain grammatical integrity. Proper parallelism not only
enhances readability but also reflects a writer's attention to detail and mastery of language rules.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary rule of parallelism in sentence structure?

The primary rule of parallelism is that similar parts of a sentence should have the same grammatical



structure to ensure clarity and readability.

Which type of sentence typically violates parallelism rules?

Sentences that list items or actions without maintaining the same grammatical form often violate
parallelism rules.

Can you give an example of a sentence that does not adhere
to parallelism?

Sure: 'She likes reading, to swim, and jogging.' This sentence violates parallelism because the items
are not in the same form.

How can you correct a sentence that does not follow
parallelism rules?

You can correct it by ensuring all items in the list or series have the same grammatical structure, such
as 'She likes reading, swimming, and jogging.'

Why is maintaining parallelism important in writing?

Maintaining parallelism improves clarity, readability, and the overall flow of sentences, making the
message easier to understand.

What are common mistakes that lead to violations of
parallelism in sentences?

Common mistakes include mixing verb forms, inconsistent use of nouns and verbs, and inconsistent
grammatical structures in lists or series.

Which of the following sentences does NOT adhere to the
rules of parallelism?

Example options might be: a) 'He enjoys hiking, swimming, and biking."' (correct) vs. b) 'He enjoys
hiking, swimming, and to bike.' (incorrect).

Additional Resources

Understanding Parallelism in Sentence Construction: A Comprehensive Analysis of Question 6 of 10

Introduction

Language is a powerful tool for communication, and clarity hinges significantly on grammatical
precision. Among the many grammatical concepts that ensure smooth, coherent, and elegant writing,



parallelism stands out as a fundamental principle. When sentences maintain a consistent grammatical
pattern, they are more rhythmic, easier to read, and more persuasive. Conversely, violations of
parallelism can lead to confusion, awkwardness, and a breakdown in the clarity of the message.

In the context of the question "Question 6 of 10: Which of the following sentences does not adhere to
the rules of parallelism for items," the goal is to identify the sentence that deviates from the
grammatical standard of parallel structure. This analysis will explore what parallelism entails, why it

matters, how to recognize violations, and the consequences of such errors. We will also delve into
specific examples to illustrate common pitfalls and best practices.

What Is Parallelism?

Definition

Parallelism, also known as parallel structure, is a grammatical rule that requires similar parts of a
sentence—such as words, phrases, or clauses—to be expressed in a consistent grammatical form.
This consistency helps emphasize related ideas and maintains rhythm and balance within a sentence.
Basic Principles

- Consistency in grammatical form: Items in a list or series should follow the same grammatical
pattern.

- Equivalent parts: When comparing or connecting ideas, the elements should be equivalent in
grammatical structure.

- Clarity and emphasis: Parallelism enhances readability, making the relationships between ideas
clearer.

Significance of Parallelism in Writing
Enhances Clarity

Parallel structures allow readers to grasp relationships and distinctions quickly. When items are
presented in a consistent format, the reader’s mind can process the information smoothly.

Improves Rhythm and Style

Parallelism lends a rhythmic quality to sentences, making them more memorable and engaging. This
is particularly important in persuasive writing, speeches, and literary works.

Facilitates Emphasis

By maintaining parallel structures, writers can emphasize specific ideas or concepts effectively,
guiding the reader's attention.

Recognizing Violations of Parallelism



Common Indicators

- Mixed grammatical forms: Alternating between nouns, verbs, phrases, or clauses in inconsistent
ways.

- Unequal structures in lists: Items not matching grammatically.

- Misaligned comparisons: Using different grammatical forms in comparative structures.

Examples of Parallelism Violations

1. Incorrect: She likes reading, to swim, and jogging.
2. Correct: She likes reading, swimming, and jogging.

In the incorrect example, the list mixes gerunds ("reading," "jogging") with an infinitive ("to swim").
The correct version aligns all items in the same grammatical form.

Analyzing Question 6: Which Sentence Violates Parallelism?

Given that the question asks to identify the sentence that does not adhere to the rules of parallelism
for items, let's explore typical scenarios and examples.

Sample Sentences for Analysis

Imagine the options might be:

- A. She enjoys reading, writing, and painting.

- B. The manager asked that the report be completed accurately, thoroughly, and promptly.
- C. He is smart, diligent, and has a good attitude.

- D. The team needs to analyze the data carefully, precisely, and efficiently.

The task is to determine which sentence among these (or similar options) violates the rule of
parallelism.

Deep Dive into Each Example
Sentence A: "She enjoys reading, writing, and painting."

- Analysis: All items are gerunds—"reading," "writing," "painting."
- Parallelism: Correct. The list maintains the same grammatical form.

Sentence B: "The manager asked that the report be completed accurately, thoroughly, and promptly."
- Analysis: The adjectives "accurately," "thoroughly," and "promptly" are all adverbs, modifying the
verb phrase.

- Parallelism: Correct. The list of adverbs is consistent.

Sentence C: "He is smart, diligent, and has a good attitude."



- Analysis: The first two items, "smart" and "diligent," are adjectives. The last item, "has a good
attitude," is a clause (verb + object).
- Violation: Yes, this sentence violates parallelism because the list mixes adjectives with a clause.

Sentence D: "The team needs to analyze the data carefully, precisely, and efficiently."

- Analysis: All three items are adverbs modifying "analyze."
- Parallelism: Correct.

Why Sentence C Does Not Adhere to Parallelism

This example illustrates a common mistake in sentence construction. When list items are not in the
same grammatical form, the sentence becomes uneven and potentially confusing.

- Corrected Version: "He is smart, diligent, and has a good attitude." - "He is smart, diligent, and
positive." OR "He is smart, diligent, and possesses a good attitude." Both options maintain parallel
structure.

- Alternatively: "He is smart, diligent, and has a good attitude." could be rephrased as: "He is smart,
diligent, and positive." Here, all items are adjectives.

Additional Examples of Parallelism Violations

Example 1:

- Incorrect: The job requires attention to detail, being punctual, and the ability to work under
pressure.

- Analysis: The list mixes noun phrase ("attention to detail"), participial phrase ("being punctual"), and
noun phrase ("the ability to work under pressure").

- Corrected: "The job requires attention to detail, punctuality, and the ability to work under pressure."

Example 2:

- Incorrect: She likes to swim, biking, and to run.

- Analysis: The list mixes infinitive ("to swim," "to run") with a gerund ("biking").
- Corrected: "She likes swimming, biking, and running."

Strategies for Ensuring Parallelism

1. Identify the items to be parallelized: Recognize lists, comparisons, or paired ideas.

2. Maintain consistent grammatical patterns: Use the same part of speech or structure across all
items.

3. Revise for consistency: Adjust words or phrases to match in form.

4. Use parallel structure in complex sentences: Even when clauses are involved, ensure they follow
similar patterns.



The Role of Style Guides and Rules

Various style guides, such as The Chicago Manual of Style, APA, and MLA, emphasize the importance
of parallelism. They recommend:

- Using parallel grammatical structures in lists.
- Avoiding mixing different forms.
- Ensuring clarity and readability through consistency.

The Impact of Violating Parallelism
Failure to adhere to parallelism can have several negative effects:

- Confusion: Readers may stumble over inconsistent structures, misinterpreting the message.

- Weakness: The sentence may seem poorly constructed or unprofessional.

- Loss of emphasis: The intended emphasis on certain items or ideas can be diminished or lost.
- Reduced persuasiveness: In rhetorical contexts, inconsistent structure can weaken arguments.

Conclusion and Final Recommendations

In summary, parallelism is a vital grammatical principle that enhances clarity, style, and emphasis in
writing. When analyzing sentences, especially in multiple-choice questions like the one posed, it's
crucial to scrutinize the structure of listed items or connected ideas. Violations often involve mixing
parts of speech, inconsistent grammatical forms, or unequal structures.

To master parallelism:

- Always strive for consistency in lists and comparisons.
- Be vigilant about the grammatical form of each item.
- Revise sentences to ensure all elements align grammatically.

By understanding and applying these principles, writers can craft sentences that are not only
grammatically correct but also more engaging and impactful.

Final Note

In the context of the original question—"Which of the following sentences does not adhere to the rules
of parallelism"—the key is to carefully examine each option for structural consistency. The sentence
that introduces a mismatch in grammatical form among its items is the one that violates the rule.
Recognizing these violations requires a keen eye for detail and a solid understanding of grammatical
patterns. Practice and awareness are the best tools to develop mastery in maintaining parallelism in
your writing.
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